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FREE ENTRY! &

We are honored 1o invite you to Gergean Festival, a

celebration of culture, joy, and tradition!

T Date: March 15, 2025
@ Time: 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM

& Attendance: For women and children only

®. Festival Program

J Traditional folkloric dance performances

A Heritage fashion show

¢ Exquisite jewelry exhibition

M. Bazaar featuring a variety of Arabic products
% Henna art, face painting & fun games for kids

Authentic Arabic food & beverages
. Forinquiries, please call: 0432738821

We look forward to welcoming you!

(30) Magina festival @

35 S)adg e pl
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2-8 Elizabeth St,
Wetherill Park NSW
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Igﬁi‘D Real Estate Liverpool
Address | 71-73 Scott Street, Liverpool NSW 2170
Phone | 02 9732 4444

Email | Liverpool@prd.com.au

Trading Hours

Monday to Friday | 9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday | 9:00 - 4:00 pm

Sunday | Closed .
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CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care.

Liverpool

b Start Saving Today'

N ONLINER

REDEEM

Sihdpiad el g L AR
Specialised Services
Simple and streamlined methods of providing specialised medication for Fertility
Clinics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surgeries and more. Save & Deliver Pharmacy
IS equipped with the equipment to cold store medications, deliver regular order
prescriptions and compound medications for doctors and patients.
Many of these services are provided at no extra cost to your clinic and at

discounted and affordable prices. We personalise our services to meet your
individual clinic’'s and patients requirements to maintain customer satisfaction.

piscount piscount piscount
CincottaChemist CincottaChemist i CincottaChemist
Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care.
279 Macquarie St 884 Anzac Parade 1/7 Munmorah Cct

Liverpool NSW 2170 Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529
T. (02) 9821 1942 T. (02) 9349 1602 T. (02) 4296 5548
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0449 146 961

At Unified Societies Australia Incorporated, we believe in the power of unity and the strength of
diversity.

Our mission is to bring together various communities across Australia, fostering a sense of belonging
and shared identity.

We aim to educate individuals from all backgrounds on the importance of embracing Australian
values and the rule of law, ensuring that everyone feels at home in this great nation.

Join us in our efforts to promote understanding, respect, and collaboration among all Australians.

Through workshops, community events, and educational programs, we empower individuals to act
as proud Australians while celebrating their unique cultural heritage.

Together, we can create a harmonious society where everyone thrives.

Become a part of the movement today! Let’s work hand in hand to build a brighter future for all
Australians.

For more information, visit our website www.usac.asn.au
or contact us directly.
Together, we can make a difference!
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X thanng Mix Trading online

w v The best Online Shopping in Australia

Mix Trading online Offers the best price and
fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365
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Albanese Allocates 28 Billion for
Melbourne Airport Rail Project

The federal government has
allocated 2$ billion for the
long-awaited Melbourne
Airport rail project.

Prime Minister ~Anthony
Albanese made the
announcement at a luncheon
in  Victoria, emphasizing
that the project had faced
numerous delays over the
years. He stressed, "Delaying
the project hasn’t made it

cheaper or easier” and called
the airport rail essential
for a great global city like
Melbourne.

While Victoria’s  Premier
Jacinta Allan welcomed the
announcement, she did not
confirm an official start date.
She noted that work would
begin on upgrading the
Sunshine station, a critical
part of the project, and that

the project timeline would be
adjusted accordingly.

The Sunshine station upgrade
is expected to be completed in
five years, marking a key step
before connecting the rail line
to the airport. This rail project
represents  a  significant
boost  to  Melbourne’s
transportation infrastructure,
enhancing the city’s global
connectivity.

Victoria)s Plan for 200,000 Homes in Regional Cities

Regional cities in Victoria
will be required to expand
vertically instead of
horizontally under a new
-30year housing plan, as the
Allen Government prepares
to roll out over two million
additional homes statewide.
Strict  growth  boundaries
will soon surround the cities
of Geelong, Ballarat, and
Bendigo to curb urban sprawl.
The government encourages
higher-density living near
transport, schools, shops, and
services.

These three regional centers
will need to build more than
200,000 additional homes
within these boundaries over
the next 30 years.

The new boundaries, similar
to  Melbourne’s  urban
growth boundaries, aim to
prevent construction outside
built-up areas and reduce
encroachment on farmland.
These boundaries will not
be legislated but will be
developed in collaboration
with local councils.

Areas like Bass Coast, Surf
Coast, Bellarine Peninsula,

and  McDonald  Rings
will either already have or
soon implement protected
settlement boundaries.
Premier Jacinta Allen, who
revealed the new -30year
plan in Ballarat on Friday,
said the goal is to help young
people own their first homes.
She added, "We must do
everything we can to give
our youth the chance to
live, work, and raise families
locally."

The plan includes 22
"concrete actions,” most of
which have been previously

announced, such asambitious
housing goals for each council
area, accelerating residential
tower construction in 60 sites
across Melbourne’s suburbs,
and offering incentives for
more affordable and social
housing.

Developers and infrastructure
managers will be required
to prioritize  sustainability
in design, especially in new
communities and residential
buildings.

Residential ~ towers — must
meet average sustainability
ratings to make them more

comfortable for tenants. The
plan also mandates more
bike paths, walkways, and
bus routes to reduce car
dependency, along with goals
related to trips.

Urban planners and
infrastructure managers will
be required to include more
trees to achieve %30 canopy
cover in new communities to
avoid heat islands.

This new plan replaces the

current  "Melbourne Plan
2050-2017" and  separate
regional growth plans.

GrantHills, CEO of Beveridge
Williams, expressed concern
that the "Victoria Plan"
adopts an "urban approach
to regional development,”
which may have "unintended
consequences on housing,

quality of life, and local
economies.”

He said, "Restricting
horizontal  expansion  of

towns where people want to
live, in favor of increasing
density, does not align with
how regional communities
operate or what people value
in them."

Two Farms in Victoria for Sale for Over 22$ Million

One of the most renowned
farms in South Gippsland,
the Tullary property, is
being offered for sale for
the first time in 70 years.
Located 33 km south of
Leongatha, the property
teatures a historic
Victorian-style home, six
adjacent titles, abundant
natural water resources,
and a frontage along the
Tarwin River.

The property is well-
known for its high-quality
imported and commercial
cattle, as well as specialized
poultry. With diverse soils,
it produces an average of
450 cattle per year, along
with 8,200 geese, quail, and
poultry for the fine dining
trade. The farm also grows
80-60 hectares of fodder
crops and produces -400
500 bales of silage.

The property includes
high-end amenities such

as polished pine wood
floors, high ceilings, large
windows, open fireplaces,
hydronic heating, and a

-131,000litre
tank. It
historic

rainwater
also  boasts
Washingtonia
trees, decorative  pear
trees, mature trees, and
a self-cleaning indoor
heated swimming pool.
Staff accommodation
is available in a four-
bedroom  house with
a private entrance and
double garage.
The new cattle facility

can house 510 cattle, with
amenities such as crushers,
weight scales, a veterinary
room, therapeutic storage,
water ~ connections, a
6.2m loading ramp, and a
curved adjustable sorting
yard. Other infrastructure
includes a plane runway,
machine sheds, a
workshop, a steel hangar,
and a poultry shed, plus a
backup generator.

Meanwhile, a premium
poultry farm in Victoria’s
prestigious Golden Plains
region is also up for sale.

Somerset Poultry Farm,
specializing in high-tech
poultry production,
includes six poultry barns
and operates under along-
term agreement with the

Terossi Food Solutions
Group.

Chris Holgar of JLL
Agribusiness stated

that the farm produces
nearly 300,000 birds per
batch, meeting RSPCA-
approved standards.
With almost 82.26
hectares of land and a
strategic location near
key infrastructure, the
farm offers operational
efficiency and market
certainty.

The property provides a
reliable income with an
EBITDA ofapproximately
1.1$ million, offering a
solid investment with
an estimated return of
around %09.

Truck Driver Killed
in Melbourne

Highway Crash

A truck driver was killed when his cement truck
overturned on a freeway in Melbourne.

Police say the truck crashed into a concrete barrier on
the Eastern Freeway near the Bulleen exit around 2:30
p.m.

The sole passenger died at the scene, and the cause of
the accident is under investigation.

Drivers are warned of delays as the Bulleen exit remains
closed.

Teen Charged with Murder
After 2023 Hit-and-Run

An -18year-old man has been charged with murder
after a fatal hit-and-run incident in northwest
Melbourne in 2023.

The victim, -16year-old Elijah Aguwa, was struck by a
stolen vehicle while crossing the street on November
6. The driver fled the scene, but police believe the
incident was targeted.

The accused faces several charges and will appear in
court.

Car Wash Cameras Capture

A -24year-old man has been charged after allegedly
assaulting a woman while attempting to steal a car ata
car wash in southeast Melbourne.

Police say the man threatened several people and
attacked the woman before fleeing the scene.

He has been charged with multiple offenses, including
attempted car theft and assault.

The man also allegedly attacked another woman at a
nearby store.
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First Look at the Luxurious Waldorf

Hilton is continuing the
construction of Australia’s
newest luxury hotel, part
of the famous Waldorf
Astoria chain. Located in
Sydney’s Circular Quay
area, this hotel is one of
the city’s most high-profile
projects.

The project has reached a
major milestone with the
completion of the structure
for its 26 floors. This hotel
represents a lavish addition
to Australia’s hospitality
scene, featuring a strategic
location  between  the
Opera House and the
Harbour Bridge, offering
guests breathtaking views
of Sydney Harbour.

guests and celebrities. With

top-tier amenities, this
hotel promises to be a one-
of-a-kind destination.

Tom McKellar, CEO of
Lindleys  Development,
stated that this hotel will be
"the most luxurious hotel

A_stoia Hotel in Sdpe

luxury with local Australian
character.  Among its
standout  features  will
be a rooftop bar with
an opening roof for a
unique experience, as well
as a restaurant run by a
renowned chef, offering

y

that guests will enjoy a
truly luxurious experience
in this exceptional hotel.
It is expected to begin
accepting guests in late
next year.

However, there  are
ongoing calls for further
development in the area
surrounding the hotel,
including the ferry terminal
and Cahill Expressway.
Sydney Mayor Clover
Moore commented, "We
need to develop this part of
the city to keep pace with
this massive project.”

The project is being funded
by Australian billionaires
Nicola and Twiggy Forrest.
John Hartman, CEO of

Visitors will be able to in Australia." He added, exquisite dishes in an Tattarang, expressed that
indulge in  luxurious "Wearebringingatouchof elegant atmosphere. the company is "proud” of
surroundings Wlthll'l New York to Sydney, but Paul Hutton’ Vice thlS deVelOpmel’lt, Wthh
the hotel’s 227 rooms, with an Australian flair." President of Hilton Hotels Wwill showcase "the best of
designed to cater to elite The hotel blends global for the region, assured Australia to the World."

Free Swimming Lessons for Vulnerable Groups in
New South Wales Following Rise in Drownings

The New South Wales
government has announced
the introduction of free
swimming lessons for those
most at risk of drowning
in the state. This measure
comesafter datarevealed that
New South Wales recorded
the highest drowning death
rate in Australia.

The program targets low
socio-economic groups,

residents of disadvantaged

providers will be available

season, the highest number
of drowning incidents in
Australia. These incidents
were concentrated in the
[llawarra Shoalhaven and
South West Sydney regions.
TheRoyalLife Saving Society
of Australia confirmed that
this program would be a
"critical investment" in water
safety. CEO Michael Ilinski
noted that the initiative

multicultural communities, areas were the most on the "Learn to Swim in aims to equip individuals,
as well as Pirst Nations vulnerable to drowning New South Wales" website.  particularly those most at
peoples and individuals in accidents. The program The program is set to begin  risk, with water safety skills.
regional areas. Its goal is to ~ will cover various regions in the coming months, This program marks an
teach essential swimming in Sydney, including and individuals will be able important  step  toward
skills and drown-proofing. Parramatta, Blacktown, to book lessons through reducing drowning
The Australian government Smithfield, Sutherland, and local providers. Interested incidents in New South
stated that previous others. It will also extend individuals can contacttheir ~Wales and reflects the

approaches had not been
effective ~ in  reducing
drowning incidents.

According to  statistics,
foreign-born groups and

to areas outside of Sydney
such as Gosford, the Central
Coast, Hunter Region, and
the North Coast.

A complete list of local

details.

the 25-2024

local provider for booking

New South Wales recorded
34 fatal drownings during

government’s commitment
to protecting lives. It will

provide vital skills for
safely participating in water
summer  activities.

Interrogation of Hospital Heads Regarding the
Death of Two-Year-Old Joe Massa

Three executives from Healthscope, the
operator of Northern Beaches Hospital,
were questioned about the failures that led
to the death of two-year-old Joe Massa.
CEO Greg Horan opened the hearing in
the New South Wales Parliament with an
apology to Danny and Eloise Massa, Joe’s
parents.

He said, "My deepest condolences to the
Massa family for the loss of your child Joe...
and for the care that was not provided in
our hospital."

"We will learn from this tragic incident and
ensure it never happens again."

The couple spoke as the board was
questioned about their son’s preventable
death. Healthscope executives stated that
their staffing levels were normal and that
their screening process was on par with

I 2

the rest of the state, but they took "full
responsibility” for the death, which could
have been prevented.

Chiet Medical Officer and Executive
Officer for Operations, Peter Thomas, said
the failure to administer an intravenous
injection to Joe after his mother requested
it three times was "a mistake."

Thomas said, "In hindsight, it would have

N

been appropriate to give Joe fluids earlier
upon his hospital admission.”

The board was also questioned about the
death of a newborn at Northern Beaches
Hospital during an emergency cesarean
section over the weekend. They said
they were investigating, but the initial
assessment "did not highlight any major
deficiencies."

The couple is struggling to implement
the "Joe’s Rule," which would enshrine
the parent’s right to be heard during the
treatment of their children.

The couple is also calling for the
termination  of the  public-private
partnership at Northern Beaches Hospital.
Joe’s Rule, when implemented, will be
applied in all emergency rooms across
New South Wales.

South Australian Premier
IntervenestoSave«Whitfields»
Aged Care Proje(;t

South Australian Premier Peter Malinauskas intervened in a

technical dispute between SA Water and engineering company
Bestec, which caused delays in the 25$ million Whitfields aged
care facility project in Freeling. This left elderly residents at risk
of relocation.

The plan to move residents into a new -32bed building was set for
April but stalled after SA Water stated it couldn’t connect the fire
sprinkler system to the main water supply.

Whitfields CEO Pam Sharnock told The Advertiser earlier that
the dispute might force residents to move during construction,
requiring them to find new homes.

On Thursday evening, the Premier announced he would form a
task force to rescue the project. Housing Minister Nick Champion
confirmed the Premier’s commitment on Friday.

Liberal MP for Frome, Penny Pratt, who helped with the issue,
welcomed the government’s intervention, stating it was the
first sign of active efforts to find a solution. She added that the
community in Freeling was hopeful for a resolution that would
keep families close to Whitfields.

A spokesperson for SA Water blamed Bestec, citing concerns that
their design could endanger the local water network, while Bestec
denied the claim, referencing SA Water’s pressure and flow test
showing ample water supply in a nearby street.

In the midst of this dispute, Sharnock expressed concern for the
residents’ future, saying earlier this month, “We are in a holding
pattern. We don’t know what to do. Where can [ place our
residents?”

The federal government had been funding the halted 25$ million
upgrade.

Independents) Discontent as Government
Backtracks on Integrity Review

The Tasmanian government has backtracked on a plan to review
the Integrity Commission, a commitment made as part of a
political agreement with independent MPs following the recent
election.

Independent MP Andrew Genners expressed his frustration,
stating he no longer trusted the government after it reneged on
promises made to him, adding that the agreement had become
ineffective.

Meanwhile, MP Craig Garland announced he would not support
the 2026-2025 budget if it included cuts to health and education
budgets, warning the government that this could harm the state’s
financial future.

The government’s decision to cancel the independent review
places Premier Jeremy Rockliff in a difficult position, as it now
relies on support from independent MPs, such as David O'Byrne
and Kristy Johnston, who are not traditional allies.

This development increases pressure on the government as it
seeks to secure essential support to pass key legislation, including
the budget, amid growing mistrust between the government
and independents. The backtrack on the Integrity Commission
review reflects internal turmoil within the government, which had
previously promised sweeping reforms to combat corruption and
enhance transparency.
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Strategic Partnership Between Virgin Australia and
Qatar Alrways Offl()lally Launched

The Australian government has approved Qatar Airways’
investmentof%25in Virgin Australia, enhancing cooperation
between the two airlines and opening up new opportunities
in the aviation sector.

Long-haul flights between Australia and Doha will
commence on June 2025 ,11, pending final approvals.
Australianconsumerswillbenefitfromexpandedtraveloptions
and competitive fares to Europe, the Middle East, and Africa.

A significant  boost for the Australian tourism
sector, ~ with an  expected  economic  return
of up to 3$ billion over the next five years.

New employment opportunities for Virgin Australia pilots
and crew through a secondment program with Qatar Airways.
The strategic partnership between Virgin Australia and Qatar
Airways has been given the green light by the Australian
government, paving the way for significant expansion in the
international aviation market.

Today, the Australian Treasury announced its approval
for Qatar Airways Group to acquire a %25 stake in Virgin
Australia, following approval from the Foreign Investment
Review Board (FIRB). The Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC) is expected to grant final
approval in March or April 2025.

This investment will allow Virgin Australia to leverage Qatar
Airways’ operational expertise and capabilities, enhancing its
ability to compete both locally and internationally.

Pending final approval from the International Air Services
Commission (IASC), Virgin Australia is set to resume long-
haul flights in June 2025, starting with routes from Sydney,
Brisbane, and Perth to Doha, with an additional Melbourne-

Doha route launching in December 2025.

These flights will be operated using aircraft leased from Qatar
Alrways.

This expansion will contribute to increased competition
and lower airfares, while also fostering growth in Australia’s
tourism sector, with an expected economic return of up to 3$
billion over the next five years.

Thanks to the partnership, passengers on Virgin Australia will
have easy access to Qatar Airways’ network, which includes
over 100 new destinations across Europe, the Middle East,
and Africa. Additionally, both airlines’ loyalty programs will
offer benefits such as miles and reward exchange.

The pilot and crew secondment program between Virgin
Australia and Qatar Airways has generated significant
interest, offering additional opportunities for promotion and
recruitment within the company.

In October 2024, the two companies also signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to cooperate
in sustainability areas, including sustainable aviation

fuel, environmental resource management, sustainable
procurement, and workforce development in the aviation
sector.

Jean Herdlicka, CEO of Virgin Australia Group:
"Today marks a new beginning for Virgin Australia. Qatar
Airways’ investment is a strong boost to our strategic plans.
This alliance guarantees a more successful future and
provides us with the ability to compete both locally and
internationally."

Badr Mohammed Al-Meer, CEO of Qatar Airways Group:
"This investment is an important step in strengthening our
relationship with Virgin Australia and supports our shared
vision of offering broader travel options with world-class
quality for all Australian travelers."

Mike Murphy, Partner at Bain Capital:
"We are excited about the partnership with Qatar Airways to
support Virgin Australia’s continued growth, opening new
avenues for collaboration in the global aviation market."
Virgin Australia was founded in 2000 and is one of Australia’s
largest airlines, managing an extensive network of domestic
and international flights, as well as cargo services and loyalty
programs through "Velocity Frequent Flyer."

Qatar Airways, named "World’s Best Airline” eight times
by Skytrax, operates flights to more than 170 international
destinations and is globally recognized for its premium
service.

Bain Capital is one of the world’s largest private investment
firms, managing assets worth approximately AUD 290
billion, investing across multiple sectors to boost economic
growth.

Upper Coomera, Gold Coast Qld 4209
Offers Over $950,000.

Welcome to this amazing and well-loved family home!
This spacious single-level residence features wide hallways

and

offers a variety of desirable amenities, including:

- 402m2 of land with no easement

- Owner-occupied and ready to move in
- Three generous bedrooms, all with brand new carpets
- Separate office that can serve as a nursery or a fourth

bedroom
- Large and bright lounge room
- Spacious dining area

- Open-plan kitchen with ample cupboard space
- Plenty of windows for natural light and fresh paint

throughout
- Delightful outdoor patio

- Good-sized, fully fenced backyard perfect for kids and

pets

- Located in a quiet cul-de-sac, just a short drive from
Upper Coomera State School, shops, restaurants, Assisi

College, Coomera Anglican
College, and much more!

Contact for details: 0434 013 328

Information provided in any marketing material, website, or other
portal should not be relied upon as definitive. We encourage you to
make your own enquiries and seek independent advice regarding
any property advertised or the information about the property.

FOR SALE
Property Overview
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Australia’s Changing Role
in the Region: A Middle
Power Between Major Allies

It is uncommon for foreign and defense policy to occupy
a prominent position in Australia’s political agenda, as
economic issues typically dominate election campaigns.
While there are differing views among major political
parties regarding foreign policy, there is broad consensus
on the core principles of Australia’s strategy, including its
alliance with the United States.

In recent years, Australia has found itself caught between
two global powers: the United States, its primary
security guarantor, and China, its largest trading partner.
Questions have increased regarding how to balance these
relationships amidst the rising strategic competition
between Washington and Beijing, particularly in the Indo-
Pacific region.

While some countries have a clear role on the international
stage, middle powers like Australia define their position
based on national interests and geopolitical circumstances.
According to the 2024 National Defense Strategy,
Australia is considered an "influential middle power," a
status attributed to several factors, including:

Strong democratic values.

A commitment to supporting the rules-based international
order.

The strength of the Australian economy.

Strategic relationships in the Indo-Pacific region.
Australia’s classification as a "middle power" has been
a subject of political debate. While some governments
embrace this label, others prefer terms like "pivotal
power" or "top twenty nation” to reflect Australia’s global
influence. Regardless of the terminology, the power of
middle powers is shaped by their foreign policies, their
ability to build alliances, and their use of economic and
strategic power.

Australia has long relied on "big, strong friends" to
guarantee its security, starting with Britain before World
War II, and then the United States through the ANZUS
treaty. Despite this alliance, there have been Australian
concerns about the possibility of being abandoned by its
allies in times of crisis, especially with China’s growing
power and changes in U.S. policy.

In response to new challenges, Australia is working to
strengthen its role as a regional power by:

Promoting the concept of the "Indo-Pacific" to ensure
continued U.S. influence in the region.

Redirecting its defense priorities to its near region, after
decades of military involvement in the Middle East.
Strengthening smaller alliances such as the "Quad" (with
Japan, the United States, and India) and "AUKUS" (with
the United States and the United Kingdom) to enhance
regional security.

While this shift contributes to strengthening regional
defense relationships, it also raises challenges, including:
Concerns over Australia focusing on military security
without sufficient investment in diplomacy and regional
development.

The need to define Australia’s interests independently
from American interests to avoid being inadvertently
drawn into regional conflicts.

The necessity of adopting a comprehensive security
vision, not limited to the "Chinese threat," but also
addressing issues like climate change and broader regional
cooperation.

Australia’s future as a regional power depends on its ability
tobalanceitseconomicinterests with its national security, as
well as its traditional alliances with strategic independence.
Amid rapidly changing geopolitical transformations, it will
be essential for Australia to develop a more inclusive and
flexible approach to its international position.

Australia)s Continued Support for
Ukraine and New Sanctions on Russia

This week in Australian
foreign affairs, significant
developments occurred.
Australia  reaffirmed  its
continued  support  for
Ukraine on  the third
anniversary of the war and
imposed  new  sanctions
on Russian entities. The
Australian Defence Minister
also  addressed  concerns
about Chinese warships and
confirmed the capabilities of
Australia’s naval forces.
Additionally, the Minister for
International ~ Development
and the Pacific, Pat Conroy,
traveled to Vanuatu to meet
with the new government
there, among other events.
Australian  Prime  Minister
Anthony Albanese, Deputy
Prime Minister and Defence
Minister Richard Marles,
and Foreign Minister Penny
Wong issued a joint statement
reaffirming Australia’s
support for Ukraine on
the third anniversary of the
Russian invasion.

Australia  imposed further
sanctions on Russia, including
70 travel bans and financial
sanctions on 79 entities. The
sanctions targeted individuals
supporting illegal Russian
administrations in  Eastern
Ukraine and Crimea, as well
as those involved in sexual
violence related to the conflict
and the forced deportation of
Ukrainian children.

The sanctions also included
entities and  individuals
involved in strengthening
military cooperation between
Russia and North Korea, with
the statement noting that
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this cooperation represents
a serious escalation with
ramifications for security in
Europe and the Indo-Pacific

region.
In a press conference,
Defence Minister Richard

Marles urged Australians to
be cautious when discussing
the capabilities of Australian
defence forces after Chinese
warships entered Australian
waters.

When asked about the
Australian military’s ability to
monitor and track Chinese
ships, he simply replied, "No,"
explaining that the incident
demonstrated Australia’s
unprecedented  ability  to
monitor this fleet. He pointed
out that Australia usually
provides advance notices
ranging from 12 to 48 hours to
commercial aircraft and ships
when conducting military
exercises, and considered
that the Chinese notice
was insufficient,  forcing
commercial pilots to change
their flight paths at the last
minute, which he deemed

"unacceptable.”
When asked about the US
vote against condemning

the Russian invasion, Marles
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emphasized that "Russia is the
aggressor here, and we stand
with Ukraine," noting that
Australia had provided 1.5$
billion in support to Ukraine
and is involved in training
Ukrainian soldiers.

Regarding the US stance,
Marles expressed confidence
in  America’s commitment
to its alliance with Australia,
stressing that the US presence
in the Indo-Pacific region

serves Australia’s  interests
and that he is confident
this commitment will

continue under the Trump
administration.

Prime Minister ~Anthony
Albanese launched a
roadmap to  strengthen
economic cooperation

between Australia and India,
stating that "there has never
been a better time than now to
enhance economic ties with
India."

The roadmap focuses on four
key sectors: clean energy,
education and  training,
agriculture, and tourism. It
also includes the launch of a
new fund to accelerate trade
and investment between
the two countries and the
expansion of the "Maitri"

grants program to boost
bilateral relations.

Prime Minister Albanese and
Trade and Tourism Minister
Don Farrell signed an update
to the Australia-ASEAN-
New Zealand Free Trade
Agreement  (AANZFTA),
aimed at making it easier for
small businesses to benefit
from trade with Southeast
Asia,  simplifying  import
and export procedures, and
Improving opportunities
for Australian businesses in
sectors like education, mining,
engineering, and finance.

The updated agreement also
includes improvements in
e-commerce trade secrecy
protections, labor standards,
environmental  protections,
and economic empowerment
for women. The update is
expected to take effect within
60 days.

Minister for International
Development and the Pacific,
Pat Conroy, traveled to
Vanuatu to meet with new
Prime Minister ~Gautham
Nabat and senior government
officials. Conroy reaffirmed
Australia’s commitment to
enhancing its  economic,
development, and security
partnership with Vanuatu
based on mutual respectand a
shared vision for a stable and
prosperous region.

This  visit comes  two
months after a devastating
earthquake struck parts of
the archipelago, with Conroy
stating that "recovery will take
time, but Australia will be
with Vanuatu every step of
the way."

China Confirms Continued Visits of lts Warships to
Australia and Asserts: «No Threat» Behind This

The Chinese Ambassador
to Australia, Xiao Qian,
confirmed that Beijing will
continue to deploy its naval
forces near Australia’s shores,
stating that it is "normal” for
major powers to send their
ships across the world.

In his first comment since a
group of warships from the
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army Navy (PLA-N) arrived
this month, the ambassador
emphasized that China does
not pose a "threat” to Australia,
asserting that the two countries
remain "strategic partners."
The ambassador also
defended  the  military
exercises conducted by the
Chinese Navy last week in
the Tasman Sea, which led to
the disruption of dozens of
commercial flights, pointing
out that international laws
do not specify a set duration
for advance notice of such
activities.

In an interview with ABC

Network during his visit to
Hobart, the ambassador
said, "I don’t see any reason
why China should feel sorry
about this or even think about
apologizing."

He added, "The ships
conducted the exercises in
accordance with international
lawand international practices,
and public notices were issued
in advance according to the

established standards."
The ambassador  refused
to disclose  whether the

deployment of this naval force
carried a message to Australia
regarding its operations in
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the South China Sea, simply
stating, "The presence of
our warships in this region is
perfectly normal, just as it is in
other areas around the world."
He emphasized that the
Chinese military exercises are
part of the routine training
and maneuvers carried out by
the navies of major powers,
adding, "There is no need to
overinterpret the situation.”

When asked about the timing
of the Chinese ships’ arrival
before the Australian federal
elections, the ambassador
confirmed that Beijing "does
notinterfere” in the democratic

processes of other countries.
He stated, "As a major power
in the region, it is normal
for China to send its ships to
different areas to carry out
various activities."

For his part, Australian
Defence  Minister  Richard
Marles urged Australians to
‘remain calm” regarding the
Chinese naval group, which
continues its movements along
the southern coast of Australia.
In a related context, Australian
Department  of  Defence
Secretary ~ Greg  Moriarty
told Parliament that visits by
Chinese warships to the region
are expected to increase in
the coming years as China
strengthens its naval power.
He added, "China is seeking to
expand its maritime influence
both regionally and globally,
and it is likely to continue
enhancing its presence in
an increasing number of
international sea lanes in the
future."
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Fiery Exchange in the Senate between
the Coalition and Penny Wong

During a Senate Estimates session, Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong accused the Coalition of failing to
heed the intelligence community’s warnings about easing
political rhetoric.

This occurred during a heated exchange over Australia’s
tforeign policy, particularly regarding relations with Israel
and Palestine. Minister Wong was sharply questioned by
Senator James Paterson about the government’s stance on
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Paterson asked whether there were substantial differences
between the ruling parties in Australia regarding their policy
toward Israel. Wong responded by reaffirming her support
for a two-state solution, noting that some members of the
Coalition support policies contrary to this solution. The
session saw a debate over Wong’s meetings with foreign
diplomats.

It was revealed that she had not met with Israeli officials
during the United Nations summit but had met with an
Iranian delegation. Wong defended her position, asserting
that she used the opportunity to pressure Iran regarding
de-escalation in the region. Wong was also questioned
about Australia’s shift from abstaining to voting in favor of
UN resolutions related to Israel and Palestine, including a
resolution supporting Palestine’s permanent sovereignty
over its natural resources.

Senator Paterson criticized this shift, arguing that it failed to
condemn Hamas or hold it accountable.

In the midst of the debate, Wong referenced warnings from
thehead ofthe Australian Security Intelligence Organization,

Mike Burgess, who had urged politicians to lower the tone
of their rhetoric since last year’s elevation of the terrorism
threat level. She emphasized that irresponsible escalation
could worsen tensions within the Australian community.
Inanother development, independent Senator Lidia Thorpe
attempted to shift the focus of the session by attacking the
government over its stance on the Gaza war, accusing the
Albanese government of complicity in "genocide" against
Palestinians.

Wong rejected these claims, asserting that the Australian
government seeks to maintain a balanced and responsible
position.

The Senate session reflected the growing tensions within the
Australian Parliament over foreign policy issues, with mutual
accusations between the major parties. As disagreements
continue over Australia’s stance on international issues,
the question remains as to how these tensions might affect
domestic politics.

Chinese Ambassador: No Violation
of International Law in Tasman Sea Drills

Chinese Ambassador to Australia Xiao Qian stated that
Beijing did not make any mistake regarding its live-fire
drills in the Tasman Sea and urged not to "overinterpret"
the matter. He declared that China has nothing to apologize
for.

The live-fire drills were conducted oft the coast of a Chinese
naval fleet near 49 commercial flights on February 21, and
now the Labor Party is facing political attacks regarding
when the Australian Defence Force was notified about the
drills and when government ministers were informed.

A Virgin Australia pilot initially notified Airservices
Australia about the firing drills at 9:58 AM last Friday,
but the Australian Defence Force did not pick up the
information and was only alerted about the drills at 10:10
AM. Defence Minister Richard Marles confirmed that
Australia had lodged protests with the Chinese government
regarding the insufficient notice given for the drills.
However, speaking to the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation, Mr. Xiao stated that China did not violate
any international laws, which do not require countries to
notify others about conducting exercises in international
waters.

He also mentioned that Chinese naval ships would continue
to conduct drills in open waters and said, "There should
not be an exaggerated interpretation of this."

Hetoldthe ABC:"Idon’tseeanyreasonforthe Chinesesideto
feel regret over this, oreven to think aboutapologizing forit."
He added: "The ships conducted the drills in a way that
is consistent with international law and international

practices. They notified the public in advance in a manner
that aligns with international practices.”

"Practices vary in different countries, and depending on the
nature, scale, and scope of the drills——my view is that the
Chinese Navy’s notification was appropriate.”

Mr. Xiao stated that China’s drills were a "normal practice”
for naval fleets in many countries.

"I think our naval ships are here in this part of the world,
just as they are in many other parts of the world."

"They are part of the efforts for training, practicing, and
rehearsing... there should be no over-reading of this
matter.”

The Australian Defence Force first revealed that it had
been tracking two Chinese People’s Liberation Army
Navy frigates and a supply ship off Queensland about two
weeks ago. The ships have since sailed along the east coast,
passing 270 kilometers off Sydney, and reports indicate
they conducted the live-fire drills that have been widely
discussed in the Tasman Sea.

Mr. Marles said on Thursday that it was "very clear” that the
notification given for the drills was "insufficient,” despite
complying with international law.

Foreign governments typically give Canberra 24 to 48
hours’ notice before conducting naval exercises near
Australia. "Based on this, we lodged protests with China
through its embassy in Canberra and through our embassy
in Beijing, even between our foreign ministers."

" Although this complies with international law, it is not the
standard we operate by."

English and Arabic News

Editor's Note:

Political Progress in Australia: A
Necessity Beyond Disputes

As an advanced democratic nation, Australia undergoes continuous
political transformations that reflect the challenges and opportunities
it faces both domestically and internationally. Amid these changes,
focusing on progress becomes an essential priority to ensure stability
and prosperity. While political parties compete for power, fundamental
issues such as the economy, climate change, and social policies remain
the primary drivers of public debate and decision-making.

Australia’s political system is based on a parliamentary democracy that
allows for a plurality of voices, reflecting the diversity of perspectives
within society. However, this plurality can sometimes lead to political
deadlock, where party rivalries hinder decisive action in the country’s
best interest. Instead of prioritizing party conflicts, the common goal
for all political actors should be to drive progress by adopting policies
that strengthen the economy, ensure social justice, and keep pace with
global changes.

Australia’s economy is notably strong, but it is not immune to
challenges. Inflation, rising living costs, and issues in the housing
and job sectors require long-term strategies rather than short-term
solutions aimed at political popularity. The government and decision-
makers must focus on creating a stable and sustainable economic
environment by supporting innovation, investing in infrastructure,
and expanding employment opportunities. True economic progress
can only be achieved through a comprehensive vision that considers
the interests of future generations.

Alongside economic concerns, climate change is a crucial issue in
Australian politics, particularly as the country faces increasing natural
disasters such as bushfires and floods. While progress has been made
in renewable energy policies, bolder steps are necessary to reduce
reliance on fossil fuels and enhance investment in green technologies.
Advancing in this area not only benefits the environment but also
creates new economic opportunities by developing innovative
industries capable of providing sustainable jobs and strengthening
Australia’s global market position.

Social policies play a central role in enhancing quality of life and
social stability. Key issues requiring continued attention include
Indigenous rights, healthcare and education improvements, and
immigration and integration policies. Ensuring equality and justice for
all, regardless of cultural or economic background, strengthens social
cohesion and contributes to building a more prosperous and stable
society. Therefore, social progress should be a shared goal, requiring
collaboration between the government, civil society, and the private
sector.

On the international stage, Australia faces both challenges and
opportunities that demand a balanced foreign policy aligned with
national interests. Relations with trade partners, navigating geopolitical
tensions in the Asia-Pacific region, and enhancing global cooperation
on key issues such as cybersecurity and climate change all require
strategic approaches backed by a clear vision of Australia’s role in the
world. In an era of rapid global transformations, progress cannot be
achieved without active engagement in the international community to
serve national interests and contribute to regional and global stability.
Policymakers must recognize that achieving future-oriented
progress requires moving beyond short-term political disputes and
focusing instead on implementing policies that support sustainable
development across all sectors. A strong political system must be
capable of balancing diverse interests and making bold decisions that
benefit the entire nation. Without this approach, Australia risks being
held back by ongoing political challenges that hinder its full potential.
Ultimately, progress must be the highest objective of any successful
policy. Whether in the economy, environment, or social policies, real
success lies in the ability to overcome differences and work toward
a brighter future. Achieving this goal requires cooperation between
the government, opposition, and society as a whole, ensuring that
the public interest remains the driving force behind all decisions and
policies.



