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Igﬁi‘D Real Estate Liverpool
Address | 71-73 Scott Street, Liverpool NSW 2170
Phone | 02 9732 4444

Email | Liverpool@prd.com.au

Trading Hours

Monday to Friday | 9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday | 9:00 - 4:00 pm

Sunday | Closed .




CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care.

Liverpool

b Start Saving Today'

N ONLINER

REDEEM
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Specialised Services
Simple and streamlined methods of providing specialised medication for Fertility
Clinics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surgeries and more. Save & Deliver Pharmacy
IS equipped with the equipment to cold store medications, deliver regular order
prescriptions and compound medications for doctors and patients.
Many of these services are provided at no extra cost to your clinic and at

discounted and affordable prices. We personalise our services to meet your
individual clinic’'s and patients requirements to maintain customer satisfaction.

piscount piscount piscount
CincottaChemist CincottaChemist i CincottaChemist
Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care.
279 Macquarie St 884 Anzac Parade 1/7 Munmorah Cct

Liverpool NSW 2170 Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529
T. (02) 9821 1942 T. (02) 9349 1602 T. (02) 4296 5548
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At Unified Societies Australia Incorporated, we believe in the power of unity and the strength of
diversity.

Our mission is to bring together various communities across Australia, fostering a sense of belonging
and shared identity.

We aim to educate individuals from all backgrounds on the importance of embracing Australian
values and the rule of law, ensuring that everyone feels at home in this great nation.

Join us in our efforts to promote understanding, respect, and collaboration among all Australians.

Through workshops, community events, and educational programs, we empower individuals to act
as proud Australians while celebrating their unique cultural heritage.

Together, we can create a harmonious society where everyone thrives.

Become a part of the movement today! Let’s work hand in hand to build a brighter future for all
Australians.

For more information, visit our website www.usac.asn.au
or contact us directly.
Together, we can make a difference!
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X thanng Mix Trading online

w v The best Online Shopping in Australia

Mix Trading online Offers the best price and
fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365




Tuesday 11 February 2025 No. 208

Victoria

\ﬁtﬂlllﬂ -7'0,7

Labour Ministers Acknowledge Uncertain
By-Election Outcome as aWarnmg

Senior ministers in Victoria’s
government have described
the unresolved by-
election result in Werribee
as 'unacceptable,” as a
significant swing against the
Labour Party threatens their
chances of retaining the seat.
The  by-election  results
remain tight, with Labour
leading by less than one
percent in the two-party
preferred vote.

However, the primary vote
for Labour candidate John
Lister saw a drop of around
17 points, trailing Liberal
candidate Steve Murphy by
approximately one percent in
the first-preference count.
Deputy Premier Ben Carroll
called the Liberal swing in
a Labour stronghold an
"unacceptable” result, while
Health Minister Mary-Anne
Thomas described it as
"deeply humiliating."
Thomas stated, "If we're not
meeting Werribee’s needs,
we need to assess that.”

Premier Jacinta Allan
defended Labour’s
performance, saying
by-elections present

challenges for all incumbent
governments, especially
given the global cost-of-
living crisis.

"This tells me we need to

H‘:’Hmn--
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work even harder,” Allan
said. Pressure is mounting
on the premier to address
key issues, including youth
crime and the cost of living,
to improve Labour’s chances
of securing another term.
Adding to this pressure is the
anxious wait to see if Labour
will successtully retain the
seat of former Treasurer
Tim Pallas in Werribee, as
official results are yet to be
confirmed.

Vote counting has resumed
after being paused, with
no ballots being processed
during the break, following
standard practice.

However, a  misfortune
at a Victorian Electoral
Commission (VEC) early
voting center also slowed
progress in Werribee’s count,
according to reports.

The delay was attributed
to a -30minute late start to

counting, combined  with
a ceiling water leak at the
voting center.

Additionally, ~the VEC
ordered one of its election
officials to leave a polling
station after reports surfaced
that the individual was
allegedly encouraging people
to vote for the Liberal Party.
Late in the evening, Premier
Jacinta  Allan  addressed
Labour supporters, warning
that the race remained tight.
"It's very close. It's going
down to the wire," Allan
stated, emphasizing  the
competitiveness of the race.
Due to the narrow margin,
an electoral commission
spokesperson said the final
result would depend on
unreturned postal votes.
"Postal votes can still be
accepted if they were sent by
6 p.m. on the cut-off date and
arrive by the final deadline,"

the spokesperson said.

"All remaining postal votes
will be extracted and counted
accordingly.

"Our detailed counting plan
was shared with candidates
and parties in advance. No
changes have been made to
this plan. If any adjustments
are required, candidates and
parties will be informed."

The tight contest for Werribee
could signal concerns for

Victoria’s  Labour Party,
which has held the seat since
1976.

The electorate has

traditionally been a Labour
stronghold, previously held
by former Treasurer Tim
Pallas, who announced his
resignation.

Labour’s John Lister
expressed his commitment
to making a difference and
fighting for more investment
in Werribee, while Liberal
candidate  Steve Murphy
argued that the only way to
achieve change was to vote
Labour out.

Meanwhile, Liberal candidate
Rachael Westaway claimed
victory in the Prahran by-
election.

Green  Party  candidate
Angelica Di Camillo
conceded defeat, despite the
close numbers.

Truck and Passenger Train
Collision in Eastern Victoria

A collision occurred between a truck and a passenger train in
regional Victoria.

The crash took place near Kilmanie.

"A truck carrying an excavator collided with an oncoming
passenger train," said a Victoria Police spokesperson.

Both drivers and up to fifty passengers sustained minor or no
injuries.

No hospitalizations were reported.

The cause of the crash is still under investigation, and police are
seeking witnesses.

Environmental officials confirmed a fuel spill at the scene
requiring cleanup.

Images from the site show the excavator overturned next to the
train tracks.

Passengers were seen disembarking the train, assisted by
emergency responders

The train’s windshield was shattered.

Busservices are replacing trains between Traralgon and Bairnsdale.

Police Investigate Man Over
Secretly Filming Under Skirts

A -39year-old man has been charged with multiple offenses,
including possessing child exploitation material, following a series
of incidents involving illicit filming in Victoria.

Police allege the man filmed victims at recreational facilities and
businesses in Ballarat and Melbourne.

Investigators claim the footage was captured without the victims’
knowledge or consent.

Search warrants were executed at multiple addresses, leading to
the seizure of electronic devices.

The man was charged with producing intimate images, possessing
child exploitation material, and public nuisance offenses.

He remains in custody and is scheduled to appear in court.

Coles Limits Egg Purchases After Detection
of New Avian Flu Strain in Victoria

Coles will continue
limiting egg purchases
tollowing the detection
of a new strain of avian
influenza at a farm in
northeastern Victoria.

The Euroa poultry
farm has been placed
under quarantine

amid concerns that the
virus may have already
spread.

Testing confirmed the
presence of a highly
virulent H7N8 avian
flu strain at a farm near
Euroa.

This strain is the same
as the one identified
in New South Wales
and the Australian
Capital Territory last
year, though authorities
confirmed it as a
separate outbreak.

It also differs from
strains  that spread
across farms in

southwestern Victoria,
in what became
Australia’s largest avian
flu outbreak, resulting
in the culling of 1.3
million birds.

According  to  the
Australian Egg Industry
Association, cases at the
Euroa farm were not
expected to significantly
impact supply.

Managing Director
Rowan  McMonnies
reassured, "Fortunately,
this new outbreak is
in a remote area and
involves a relatively
small farm, so it s
not expected to have a
major effect on supply.”

" Aussies can be
confident that eggs
remain safe to eat

and that farmers are
working hard to meet
demand.”

"The industry
appreciates the ongoing
support during  this
challenging time."
Coles confirmed it was
closely monitoring the
outbreak and working
with suppliers to ensure
eggs remain available.
"To manage availability,
we  will  maintain
purchasing limits that
have been in place

since the first outbreak
in Victoria," a Coles
spokesperson said.

"We ask customers to
consider others in their
community and only
buy what they need.”
"We are supporting the
industry as it responds
to this situation.”
Authorities are on the
ground assisting in
containing the outbreak
and conducting further

investigations at the
farm.

A five-kilometer
quarantine zone has
been established
around the affected
farm.

All 76,000 chickens at
the Euroa farm will be
culled.

influenza s
spread

"Avian
commonly
by wild birds, and
unfortunately, despite
excellent  biosecurity
measures, the poultry
became infected,” said
Acting Chief Veterinary
Officer Cameron Bell.
"The farm  quickly
identified the infection
and is working closely
with agricultural
authorities to contain
the outbreak."

Avian flu spreads easily
among birds but does
not readily transmit to
humans, though ithasa
high fatality rate in rare
human cases.
Authorities urge
poultryand bird owners
to remain vigilant.

Surveillance Footage
Captures Man Confronting
Home Intruders

Security cameras recorded a man confronting intrudersattempting
to break into his home in Melbourne” s eastern suburbs.

The man woke to find two masked individuals trying to enter
through the back door.

He confronted them, forcing them to flee, but they attempted a
second entry through the front door.

Footage shows the man shouting and physically blocking the
intruders.

The suspects fled empty-handed, with police believing they were
searching for car keys.

Authorities suspect the group is linked to five other home
invasions in the area.

One case involved intruders waking a mother and her six-year-
old son, demanding car keys before stealing a Maserati.
Inanotherincident, a father was forced to hand over his Mercedes-
Benz, which was later recovered.

The suspects remain at large.

Thieves Steal Boxes of Rare
Pokemon Cards from Antique Store

A series of thefts targeting antique stores has hit Melbourne, with
thieves stealing rare Pok € mon cards worth tens of thousands of
dollars. The break-ins occurred at multiple locations, including
Thomastown, Moonee Ponds, and Eumemmerring.

The thieves used metal bars to break into closed stores, filling
garbage bins with valuable collectibles in an organized operation.
Surveillance footage showed the criminals ignoring alarms as they
ransacked shelves.

Jason Zhi, owner of Grand G Games, said he left his shop just
before the break-in.

"What really scares me is that they were watching me. They
planned this," he said.

Umit Berkant, manager of Blacklist Cards & Collectibles, called
the crimes devastating.

"Theydon” trealize these are small businesses surviving on every
single sale," he said.

Some stolen Pok & mon cards were valued at 600$ each, causing
major losses.
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Severe Thunderstorms and Heavy
Snow Sweep Through Wide Areas
of New South Wales

Heavy rainfall brought
52 mm of rain in just 90
minutes across Sydney’s
central business district
today, as a violent storm
system hit the eastern coast.
Large parts of New South
Wales were warned to stay
indoors as thunderstorms
lashed the coastline, causing
flash  flooding  across
Sydney.

The storms swept through

the state, bringing giant A T e
hailstones, destructive  New South Wales
winds, and heavy rain after Emergency Service

the Bureau of Meteorology

responded to 559 incidents
warned of an "unstable"

today as the storms caused

weather day. _ damage to homes and
Thunderstorms hit Sydney,  flooded roads across the
with torrential rains causing  gtate.

flash - floods across the A gpokesperson for New
central business district, gouth  Wales Emergency
inner - west, and eastern  Service said, "If you come
suburbs. ~across a flooded road,
Roads in Strathfield in

turn around and find an
alternate route."

"Do  not drive, walk,
or play in floodwaters.
Flash flooding can occur
suddenly and  without

Sydney’s inner west turned
into rivers, causing traffic
chaos, along with parts of
Parramatta and the eastern
suburbs. Horsley Park in

Sydney’s west was flooded
with 77.6 mm of rain in just
one hour, while streets in
Riverstone, to the west of
the city, were submerged.
Wind gusts at Sydney
Airport  reached  over
70 km/h at the peak of
the storm. The Town
Hall Station in central
Sydney also turned into a
waterfall, creating chaos
for commuters during
lunchtime earlier this week.
The short but intense
thunderstorm required
several drivers to be rescued
as roads quickly turned into
rivers. There were over 22
flood rescues in the Sydney
area as flash floods caught
drivers by surprise.

warning," they added.
Many major roads remain
closed, including  the
Wigrave Road at Cecil Hills
between Elizabeth Drive
and Villiers Road. Trains
were running at reduced
frequency on the Olympic
Park Line in Sydney, while
some buses diverted routes
to avoid flooded streets.
"With more severe weather
expected in the coming
days, take steps now to
prepare.  Park  vehicles
under cover, secure loose
items, and check gutters
and drains for blockages,"
authorities advised.

The wild weather hit the city
of Wollongong along with
central New South Wales

regions such as Goulburn,
Wagga Wagga, Mudgee,
and Orange. The Bureau of
Meteorology later updated
its warning earlier today to
include the South Coast,
including Batemans DBay,
Eden, Bega, Moruya, and
Merimbula.

So far, the most intense
storms have focused on
the southwest of the city,
extending into the Blue
Mountains.

Senior meteorologist
Miriam Bradbury stated
that tomorrow’s forecast
is expected to be a little
calmer, but storms are still
likely across the eastern
coast, Including some
border cities in Queensland.
"Heavy rain, destructive
winds, and large hail will
continue to pose a threat
across the east tomorrow,"
she said.

A severe thunderstorm
warning is still in effect for
parts of central-west New
South Wales.

Areas including Scown,
Tamworth, Gunnedabh,
Narrabri, Walgett,

Coonabarabran,
Coonamble, Bourke, and
Brewarina are expected to
experience storms likely to
bring heavy rainfall, which

could lead to flash floods,
large hail, and destructive
winds.

The Bureau of Meteorology
also issued a severe weather
warning due to heavy rain
today and tomorrow across
the South Coast of New
South Wales,

ffecting  Batemans  Bay,
Eden, Bega, Moruya Heads,
Narooma, and Merimbula.
The region is expected to
experience intense rainfall,
with flash flooding likely,
and total rainfall over six
hours expected to exceed
150 mm.

A similar warning has been
issued for the Northern

Mid-Coast, along with
Riverina, North-West
Slopes, and  Central-

West Slopes areas, where
heavy rain, large hail, and
destructive winds are also
possible.

The town of Harden, about
125 km from Canberra, has
alreadybeenhithardbylarge
hail during a sudden storm.
Trucks were brought in
to clear ice from the road.
Several buildings in Harden
were severely damaged
by the storm, including
roof collapses and broken
windows.

Councillor Michelle Gallo
posted on  Facebook,
"Harden has dealt with a
huge storm this morning,
most of the shops were
severely damaged due to
water, the post office had
shattered windows, and
water leaked everywhere."
Thereisnowalotofcleaning
up left for the residents after
the hail and rain hit the area.
Harden Emergency Service
unit has received 136
incidents.

Major internet outage for
thousands after Sydney storm

One of Australia’s largest internet providers was
battling a major outage that left thousands of
homes and businesses offline overnight.

TPG Telecom said a massive storm that hit
Sydney yesterday caused a power failure at a
datacentre, impacting broadband services for
TPG, Vodafone, iiNet, Internode and Kogan
fixed internet customers.

"We are currently experiencing a technical issue
causing disruption to fixed services for our
business customers, as well as access to contact
our customer support teams,” the company said
in a statement.

"Our technical teams have identified the issue
and are working to restore services as quickly as
possible for all customers.

"We apologise for any inconvenience this has
caused."

Transport Minister
Resigns After Government
Travel Scandal

In a significant political development in New South Wales,
Transport Minister Rosa Jones resigned from her position
following a scandal involving taxpayer-funded government trips,
during which she had lunches with businessmen at luxury hotels.
This scandal has sparked widespread debate in political and
media circles, especially with the accusations of misuse of public
resources directed at the minister.

At the beginning of the crisis, it was revealed that Jones had
benefited from taxpayer-funded trips for purposes unrelated to
official duties, including social meetings with businessmen, where
they shared lunches at upscale hotels in the city. Investigations also
revealed that these trips were part of a series of visits that had no
official character or connection to the minister” s governmental
responsibilities.

The New South Wales Government launched immediate
investigations into the issue, which drew sharp criticism from
the opposition and members of parliament, as the incident was
viewed as a breach of public trust. Initial investigations showed
that Jones had not complied with the laws governing government
officials’ travel, which stipulate that all government trips must be
for official purposes only and should be funded transparently and
judiciously by the government.

After the scandal became a hot topic in political and media
discussions, the minister announced her resignation in an official
statement, expressing her regret over the incident and affirming
that she took full responsibility for the misuse of taxpayer funds.
She added that she hoped the state government would continue
to focus on improving transport services and infrastructure in the
future.

This resignation places the New South Wales Government in
a difficult position, as opposition calls for stricter reforms in
government travel policies are increasing. Many politicians have
also called for greater transparency in handling state resources to
ensure such incidents do not occur again in the future.

CITIZENSHIP
AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP
CITIZENSHIP DELAY FORM

CIVIL
CONVEYANCING
CRIMINAL
FAMILY
IMMIGRATION
WILLS / PROBATE
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AMP Bank introduces numberless debit cards
to combat fraud and scams

AMP Bank is introducing
numberless debit cards for its
small business and personal
banking customers in a radical
makeover designed to combat
fraud and scams.

The retail bank partnered
with  US  payments giant
Mastercard to deliver the
striking  new-look  cards,
which don’t present any front-
facing numbers like standard
issue bank cards.

The back of the card presents
a four-digit number.

The bank claims by removing
visible card numbers, small
businesses  will  be  "less
susceptible" to fraud and
scams.

The cards are linked to the
bank’s push for a new app-
only service, meaning only
customers operating through
AMP’s  mobile app-based
bank can access the cards.
AMP, unlike Commonwealth
Bank or NAB, does not
host any brick-and-mortar

branches, and operates as a
"digital bank".

Customers ~ would  access
their -16digit number online
through the app, the bank said.
The app will include other
security features such as
advanced fraud and scam
protection systems to protect
customers and multimodal
biometric authentication, the
bank said.

Customers will be encouraged
to use face ID and fingerprint
ID to enter the app and then
to record a video selfie when
they first sign up to prevent
identity theft.

Mastercard Australasia
division president Richard
Wormald said the numberless
cardsrepresented a "significant
step forward in payment
security”.

"Numberless cards represent
a significant step forward in
payment security, offering
cardholders additional
protection against fraud and

account compromise,” he
said. "Mastercard is proud to
partner with AMP Bank to
deliver these new safeguards
to Australian entrepreneurs,
empowering them to spend
less time worrying about fraud
and scams, and more time
focusing on what they do
best."

The bank, part of ASX-listed
AMP Limited, boasts more
than one million customers
across Australia and New
Zealand.

Sean O’Malley, AMP Bank
Group  Executive  Sean
O’Malley said the innovation
would be "one of many firsts"

for the digital first bank.
"We all know that banks
simply have to do a better job
of supporting the millions of
small businesses operating
across Australia,” he said.
"That’s why we’ve developed a
new mobile banking platform
with leading tech that is
proven to make it easier and
safer for business owners to
operate and administer their
businesses.

"Mastercard’s  numberless
bank cards are one of many
firsts for micro and small
businesses that we expect to
deliver with the digital-first
AMP Bank."

‘Failing’: Two-thirds of Australian
retired renters live in poverty

More than half of retired Australians who rent a privately owned
home are living in poverty, new research has found.

Grattan Institute analysis finds even after large increases to rent
assistance payments, a single retiree living on just income support can
afford 4 per cent of one-bedroom homes in Sydney, 13 per cent in
Brisbane and 14 per cent in Melbourne.

The research finds two-thirds of retired renters (about 140,000
households) in the private market are living in poverty, including
more than 75 per cent of women.

There are many different benchmarks for measuring poverty, and
these Australians fall below all of them — not being able to buy
things every Australian ought to be able to and having less than half
the disposable income of the median Australian.

"These stark gaps can mean retirees struggling to feed themselves,"
the researchers find.

"Researchers who interviewed 125 age pensioners in NSW about
their housing experiences found that many of the older private renters
interviewed were battling to purchase everyday necessities, and the
high cost of their accommodation meant that some were running out
of money for food before the next pension payout.”

Crunching the numbers shows a huge gulf in the price of having
somewhere to live for retired renters versus their homeowner peers.
When the average Australian hits 65, if they are paying off a
mortgage, less than 10 per cent of their disposable income goes onto
the mortgage payment. But for a -65year-old renter, almost 30 per
cent of disposable income goes on rent.

Report lead author Brendan Coates said only a further substantial
boost to rent assistance could ensure all Australians got a dignified
retirement.

"Australia is failing too many retirees who rent,” he said.

The Labor government has increased rent assistance 27 per cent in
the past two budgets.

This spacious single-level residence features wide hallways

and

FOR SALE
Property Overview

Upper Coomera, Gold Coast Qld 4209
Offers Over $950,000.

Welcome to this amazing and well-loved family home!

offers a variety of desirable amenities, including:
- 402m2 of land with no easement

- Owner-occupied and ready to move in
- Three generous bedrooms, all with brand new carpets

- Separate office that can serve as a nursery or a fourth

bedroom

- Large and bright lounge room
- Spacious dining area
- Open-plan kitchen with ample cupboard space

- Plenty of windows for natural light and fresh paint

throughout

- Delightful outdoor patio

- Good-sized, fully fenced backyard perfect for kids and

pets

- Located in a quiet cul-de-sac, just a short drive from
Upper Coomera State School, shops, restaurants, Assisi

College, Coomera Anglican
College, and much more!

Contact for details: 0434 013 328

Information provided in any marketing material, website, or other
portal should not be relied upon as definitive. We encourage you to
make your own enquiries and seek independent advice regarding
any property advertised or the information about the property.
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Australia’s Sanctions on «Terrorgramy»; A
Symbolic Step Against Far-Right Extremism

AV,

In a move aimed at combating far-right extremism, the
Australian government imposed sanctions on the online network
"Terrorgram” in October 2022. "Terrorgram” is a far-right
extremist movement on the internet, operating mainly through
the encrypted messaging platform "Telegram." The network uses
glossy propaganda to attempt to radicalize "lone wolf" attackers.
It is characterized by the absence of a traditional organizational
structure, such as rituals, uniforms, membership fees, or formal
leadership, making it difficult to track its activities in the usual

way.

Involvement in Deadly Attacks

Although there is no evidence that "Terrorgram" possesses assets
or bank accounts, or engages in meaningful fundraising, its impact
has been significant in inspiring several deadly attacks worldwide.
In Turkey in 2022, a teenager livestreamed a stabbing attack
that resulted in the deaths of five people. In Brazil, a -16year-
old executed a shooting spree in 2022, killing four people. Both
attackers referenced "Terrorgram” as a source of inspiration.

International Reactions

Australia is not the only country targeting "Terrorgram." There
have been international efforts to curb the activities of this
network. In April 2022, the UK Parliament approved a proposal
to list "Terrorgram” as a banned terrorist organization in the
country, while the Biden administration formally designated
"Terrorgram” and some of its leaders as Specially Designated

Global Terrorists.
Activity in Australia

Despite attempts by authorities to remove "Terrorgram” channels
from "Telegram,” some of the network’s materials continued
to circulate within Australian channels as early as 2020. The
published materials included instructions on bomb-making,
targeting infrastructure such as energy facilities and abortion
services, and guidance on how to photograph wanted individuals.
The Ideology of Violence and Reverence in "Terrorgram”

In "Terrorgram,” "saints" are revered based on the number of
victims they kill. The higher the body count, the more they are
venerated by the network’ s followers. Copycat attacks are
considered part of the network” s strategy, which encourages
further attacks in the style of the 2019 Christchurch massacre in

New Zealand.

As journalist Ali Winston pointed out, "Terrorgram" fosters the
creation of myths and promotes extremist narratives, aiming to

inspire additional attacks.

Turnbull Warns of Challenges in
Dealing with Trump Over Tariffs

Former Australian Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull
has warned that Australia
may face greater challenges
in its dealings with U.S.
President Donald Trump
over tariffsifthe U.S. decides
to impose additional duties
on steel and aluminum
imports.  Discussing  the
trade tensions between the
two countries, Turnbull
described Trump’s
economic  rhetoric  as
"economic nonsense”" and
urged Australians not to
harshly judge current Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
if he fails to prevent the
imposition of tariffs that
could affect Australia’s
economy.

According to  Trading
Economics data, Australia
exported 237§  million
worth of steel and iron
to the United States in
2023, including exports
from Bluescope, a major
Australian steel company
that also has significant
operations in the U.S. If the
U.S. imposes a %25 tariff
on these goods, it could
negatively impact trade
between the two countries.
Turnbull pointed out that
dealing with Trump has
become more difficult in
his second term, especially
as there seems to be no one
capable of persuading him
to reconsider tariffs on allies
like Australia.

In 2017, when Turnbull was
prime minister, he managed
to persuade Trump to delay
imposing tariffs on steel and
aluminum. The talks were
based on several phone calls
and direct meetings between
the two leaders. However,

that Prime
Minister Albanese would
face a more determined
and resolute Trump this
time around, someone who
is set on enforcing trade
policies he believes are in
the best interest of the U.S.,
regardless of the impact on
allies like Australia.

Turnbull note

Turnbull commented:
"Trump is now more
determined  than  ever
to impose these tariffs

on all countries. It may
be impossible to secure
an exemption this time.
What the Australian Prime
Minister can do is work
hard at advocacy and take
the  situation  seriously
to  protect  Australia’s
interests."

Turnbull  pointed
that Trump’s first
administration, which
included many free trade
advocates,  was  more
lenient on issues like
tariffs, allowing Australia
to  continue  benefiting
from exemptions. At that
time, rational economists
within the administration
supported the principle of
free markets. But things have
changed now, with Trump’s
current administration
being more assertive, as
none of the opponents of

out

Trump’s economic policies
hold positions of power in
the government.

"The big difference today is
that Trump now has a team
that clearly reflects his own
views on trade. He does
not believe in traditional
economic  theory  that
advocates for free trade;
instead, he thinks that
countries with trade deficits
are losers, while those with
trade surpluses are winners,"
Turnbull said.

Albanese faces a major
challenge in negotiations
with  Trump. In the
past, there was a level of
understanding between the
U.S. and Australia, as the
U.S. considered it in their
best interest to maintain
the status quo in trade
with Australia. However,
according to  Turnbull,
Trump may not see any
advantage in keeping things
as they are.
Turnbull
"In 2018, I was able to
convince  Trump  that
imposing tariffs on Australia
would send a negative
message to the world. But
today, Trump 1is more
determined to implement
his policies as he sees them."
Turnbull  suggested that
if diplomatic efforts to

added:

prevent tariffs fail, Australia
may have other options for
retaliation.

One of these options is
leveraging the AUKUS
agreement, which aims to
support the U.S. submarine
industry, involving
significant investments
from Australia.

However, Turnbull pointed
outthat Australiaisspending
around 3$ billion to support
the U.S. submarine industry
without clear guarantees
that these investments will
yield tangible returns for
Australia.

"We must seriously consider
our options in responding
to Trump. If the pressure
from the U.S. continues,
we need to be prepared
to reassess the support
we are providing to the
U.S. submarine industry,"
Turnbull said.

In conclusion, Turnbull
warned  against  relying
too much on the special
relationship between
Australia and the U.S., as
this belief could lead to selt-
deception in dealing with
Trump. He emphasized
that Australia needs to
stand firm in defending its
own interests while trying
to convince the U.S. that
imposing tariffs would be
detrimental to both nations.

In his final remarks,
Turnbull  stressed  that
Australia should remain

cautious and not assume
that the U.S. will always side
with it because of their close
relationship.

"There will be no mercy
from Washington towards
Australia," he concluded.

Additional Funding for Abortion Access Nearly Excluded

Health Minister Mark Butler
ruled out additional federal
funding to address unresolved
issues regarding access to
abortion in public hospitals,
insisting that the issue remains a
matter for states and territories.
The  federal  government
announced a 573$ million
package for women’s health,
pledging to significantly reduce
co-payments for long-acting
contraceptives. It will also
introduce a new rebate for
menopause health assessments
and fund the inclusion of two
new oral contraceptive pills in
the Pharmaceutical Benefits
Scheme (PBS).

This wide-ranging package
forms the basis for the long-
awaited response from the
government to Senate reports
on access to reproductive
health and menopause, with
no new funding or policies
expected after the weekend’s
commitment.

However, this means that one

of the key recommendations
from the investigation into
access to abortion — that all
public hospitals in Australia be
equipped to provide surgical
abortion — is unlikely to be
addressed  with  additional
federal funding.

Senator Larissa Waters of the
Greens, who led the creation
of the investigation, called the
omission a "glaring gap" that
would "disappoint women."
She said, "I am concerned that
the federal Labor government
is hesitant to address this
because they believe it will be
a cultural war, and they are
worried about provoking a
backlash from the opposition.”
In 2019, the Labor Party
brought the issue of fair access
to abortion to the election,
promising to link hospital
funding to the provision of
abortion services and other
reproductive  health  care,
but this platform was later
abandoned.

Mr.  Butler ruled out
reconsidering the policy ahead
of this election.

"Linking funding for public
hospitals, which is such a
critical part of our health

system, to  some  sense
from Canberra about what
operational arrangements

should be in each of the 700
public hospitals — given that
we don’t have visibility over
the workforce they employ
and a range of other important
things like that — it’s not our
approach to these things," he
told ABC RN Breakfast.

"Our approach is certainly to
brief the states and territories
on this important report, as this
is fundamentally within their
jurisdiction, but also to work
in those areas for which we are
responsible.”

Abortions can be provided
either  through  medical
or  surgical termination,
depending on the
circumstances of the pregnancy

and relevant laws.
Women's  Minister ~ Katy
Gallagher said that while

surgical termination is the
responsibility of states and
territories, the Commonwealth
is responsible for medical
termination, which can be
managed in the community

through pills.

"We've seen a threefold
Increase in access to medical
termination® - through
Medicare, which is really

important,” she said.

"There’s always more that can
be done, but in our dealings
with hospitals, we don’t tell
them, for example, that they
really must perform any
procedure because we don’t
manage hospitals."

Both Labor and the Coalition
have insisted they are not
planning to change the status
quo regarding abortion, as
they seek to avoid a debate
on abortion similar to the one
during the Queensland election

campaign, with concerns that it
could cost the Liberal National
Party votes.

At a party room meeting
last year, Opposition Leader
Peter Dutton sought to
silence  backbenchers  who
were beginning to raise the
issue nationally, warning his
colleagues that it would be a
distraction in the context of the
federal election.

Shadow Health Minister Anne
Ruston also stated that surgical
abortion was a state and
territory issue, saying, "That’s
the way it’s always been."
While abortion is legal in
Australia, the Senate inquiry
heard  harrowing  stories
from women who struggled
to access abortion services.
"At this stage, T was thinking
about going to the local
emergency department
and threatening to perform
the procedure myself if
no one helped me," said
one woman, Bianca.

In November, the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation
revealed that staff at Orange
Hospital were instructed to
stop providing abortions to
patients who did not have
medical reasons to terminate
the pregnancy before the
New South Wales Health
Minister ~ Intervened  to
restore full abortion services.
Professor  Danielle  Mazza,
Head of General Practice at
Monash University, said that
while the federal government
had made significant progress
in improving access to medical

abortions, more work was
needed when it came to
surgical termination.

"It’s a very complex issue that
requires a focus on workforce
development and training,
as well as creating clear and
transparent pathways at the
state and territory level, and
these types of focus areas
could continue," said Professor
Mazza.
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Declining Support at the Heart of the Labor Party
as Coalition Gains Ground in the Suburbs

Support for the Labor Party continues to decline in
outer suburbs, as the party’s "wine and cheese faction”
in the inner city continues to alienate its traditional
base. With more disillusioned "leaning" voters
becoming accessible to the Coalition and smaller
parties, the Labor Party’s hold on its core voters
appears to be weakening,.

A new poll conducted by Redbridge reveals that
the Coalition is narrowly leading the Labor Party,
%51.5 to %48.5 on a two-party preferred basis, with
support for Albanese’s government in outer suburban
electorates dropping to just %27, a five-point decline
in just three months.

Opposition leader Peter Dutton has attracted almost
all of these voters, with the Coalition’s primary
support in the suburbs rising from %40 in November
to %46 in February.

The latest poll, which surveyed 1,013 Australian
voters over five days last week, also revealed that
about %49 of Anthony Albanese’s supporters remain
persuadable, compared to around %39 of Coalition
voters who were "leaning” or "soft," giving both the
Prime Minister and Mr. Dutton opportunities to gain
ground during the campaign.

Labor’s support in Australia’s inner urban areas
remains strong at %39 in primary votes, with a 46-54
split on two-party preferences. However, the reverse
trend is evident in the outer suburbs, where the
Coalition leads 45-55.

Redbridge director Tony Barry noted that while the
Labor Party still has a "good electoral map," which
"complicates Mr. Dutton’s path to the Lodge," it is
clear from these numbers that the "wine and cheese"
faction of Labor is effectively tearing the party away
from its outer suburban base. Barry also stated that
the Liberal Party now has an opportunity to connect
with this group through a stronger personal economic
narrative.

"The other significant risk for Albanese is in Victoria,
where Labor’s vote is retreating," Barry added.

Labor in Victoria suffered a significant blow on
Saturday, with its vote dropping more than %15
against the party in a by-election in the Werribee seat,
covering its traditional heartland in Melbourne’s west.

Redbridge Group Director Kos Samaras explained
that "the most stable votes" for Labor before the
election were from high-income earners living in the
inner suburbs of major cities. He said, "Labor is weak
in the outer suburbs, but Peter Dutton will need to gain
more ground here to have any chance of winning."
The poll found that if an election were held now,
Labor would receive around %31 of the primary vote,
the Coalition %40, the Greens %11, and %18 of voters
would support other candidates.

Mr. Albanese can call an election at any time between
now and May 17, with April 12 emerging as a preferred
date to avoid the scheduled March budget, though
there is no indication yet that the Prime Minister has
decided on this route.

Both major parties are expected to focus on the cost of
living during the campaign. A Redbridge poll found
that among Australians who consider themselves
to be experiencing "a great deal of financial stress,”
support was stronger for Labor at 48-52 compared to
the Coalition, while those experiencing "some stress”
were evenly split between the two major parties.

The Albanese government enjoys approval from
wealthy Australians earning 2,000$ or more a week, as
well as those earning less than 1,000$ per week, while
Mr. Dutton’s Coalition is preferred by those earning
between 1,000$ and 1,999$ per week.

Australians who own homes explicitly prefer the
Coalition, 39-61 on a two-party preferred basis, while
mortgage holders are somewhat divided, with Mr.
Dutton leading by just 49-51.

Renters are the most disillusioned with the major
parties, with %39 supporting either the Greens,
other small parties, or independents. However, on a
two-party preferred basis, support strongly flows to
Labor.

Dr. Shaun Ratcliffe of Accent Research said that
Labor hasretained support in some of its "traditional"
electorates, such as younger voters and renters.
"However, it seems that Labor has completely lost
its edge among voters from non-Christian religions,
such as Muslims and Buddhists," he said. "This trend
emerged in 2024 during the Gaza conflict and is
starting to look entrenched."

English and Arabic News

Jacinta Allan Provides Update on By-

Elections as Coalition Eyes Werribee
and Prahran Seats

Victoria’s Premier, Jacinta Allan, addressed party supporters
on Saturday evening as votes began to roll in following the by-
elections in Werribee and Prahran. Allan acknowledged that the
Werribee by-election, prompted by former Treasurer Tim Pallas’s
resignation from politics in December, would eventually come to
a close.

"It’s very close. It will come to an end eventually,” Allan stated,
adding that the race was "so close that it’s impossible to predict the
outcome."

The Liberal Party in Victoria remained hopeful as the electoral
results continued to come in. Deputy leader Sam Groth told
supporters in Werribee on Saturday evening that the party still
had a chance to reclaim the seat from Labor for the first time in
decades, following a strong shift towards the Liberals.

"We haven’t given up tonight. We know there are huge numbers
of pre-poll votes [that need to be counted],” Groth said. "The shift
we’ve seen away from the government tonight, if we repeat that in
21 months, we'll see a change in government in Victoria."

Labor’s candidate for the outer western suburbs, John Lister, had
secured %28.74 in the primary vote compared to Liberal candidate
Steve Murphy’s %29.06 as of 11:45 p.m.

Aleak at the voting center in Werribee had delayed the counting of
pre-poll and postal votes, meaning only a third of those votes had
been counted by 10 p.m., and %74.91 of the total votes had been
counted by 11:45 p.m.

The second by-election of the state followed the resignation of
former Member for Prahran, Sam Hibbens, due to an affair in
November. The seat was described as "too close to call" by Green
MP Ellen Sandily.

Asof 11:45 p.m., %64.29 of the total votes had been counted in the
progressive Prahran seat in the city’s center.

Early numbers showed that Green candidate Angelica De Camillo
was neck-and-neck with Liberal candidate Rachel Westaway, with
both candidates securing %36 of the primary vote so far.

The Greens have held Prahran since 2014, but with Labor failing to
field a candidate, the seat may come down to preferences.

The departure of Pallas and Hibbens gave voters in both regions
the chance to voice their opinions at the polls, determining who
will fill the parliamentary seats next.

Voting closed at 6 p.m., and while votes were being counted,
former Liberal MP Moira Deeming addressed party supporters in
Werribee. She thanked new Opposition Leader Brad Battin, who
replaced former leader John Pesutto — the man who expelled her
from the state Liberal Party.

"I especially thank Brad for really putting in the effort to fight for
the west," Deeming said.

Much of the focus was on the Werribee count, a seat held by
Labor since 1976. In the last election in 2022, Pallas won the seat
by almost %11. When former Premier Daniel Andrews retired in
2023, the Labor Party experienced a %10 swing, meaning a loss in
Werribee could be fatal for the state government.

Premier Jacinta Allan joined her candidate earlier in the day to
campaign for votes in Werribee and dismissed concerns about
losing the seat.

"l am incredibly focused on working hard for the people of
Victoria," Allan said. "Labor needs Labor governments that
support them because workers know what the Liberals do — they
cut numbers of teachers and nurses.”

The last time the Liberals flipped a seat from Labor in a by-election
was in 1948.

Opposition Leader Brad Battin, who also joined his candidate in
Werribee, told reporters that winning would be a difficult task.
"Iwon’t predict how people will vote, as I've said publicly, changing
a seat during a by-election is always difficult,” Battin said. "But we
are here, working and listening. My message to those in Werribee
is to encourage you to vote for the Liberal Party, and whatever the
result, I guarantee you that for the next 650 or 660 days until the
next election, we’ll be here meeting with those local businesses all
across the west."



