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Teaching vocabulary in
the Adult Migrant English
Program (AMEP)

can be an engaging
experience filled with
strategies that empower
learners and enhance
their language skills.

Here are key approaches
that can enrich this
experience:

1. Contextual Learning: By/ Wally Fadoo
Immerse learners  in

vocabulary through meaningful contexts, using
real-life situations they are likely to encounter, such
as shopping, navigating healthcare, or engaging in
social interactions. This makes learning practical
and relatable.

2. Thematic Units: Organize vocabulary around
engaging themes or topics. Focusing on areas such
as transportation, food, or housing helps create
strong connections between words and learners’
everyday experiences, making the vocabulary
more memorable.

3. Visual Aids: Utilize the power of visuals——images,
flashcards, and other aids—to bring words to life.
These resources not only reinforce meanings but
also enhance retention and understanding, turning
abstract concepts into tangible elements.

4. Active Engagement: Encourage learners to
actively use new vocabulary through discussions,
role-plays, and collaborative activities. This hands-
on practice reinforces their learning while making
it enjoyable.

5. Repetition and Reinforcement: Create
opportunities for regular review through fun
quizzes, engaging games, and multimedia tools. By
recycling vocabulary in various contexts, learners
strengthen their understanding and recall while
enjoying the process.

6. Word Analysis: Teach learners about word
parts—roots, prefixes, and suffixes—to help them
decipher unfamiliarwords. Thisinsightsignificantly
expands their vocabulary and empowers their
language journey.

7. Personalization: Encourage learners to make
personal connections with the vocabulary by
sharing their stories and experiences. This makes
the learning experience more relevant and deeply
engaging, fostering a sense of ownership over their
language acquisition.

8. Multimodal Resources: Incorporate a variety
of resources, such as audio recordings, videos,
and reading materials, to cater to different
learning styles. This diverse approach supports
comprehension and ensures that every learner
finds their path to success.

By integrating these eftective techniques, teachers
can create a dynamic and supportive environment
that transforms vocabulary acquisition into an
accessible and enjoyable adventure for adult
learners in the AMEP.
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N M \jix Trading online
MIXTRADING = = ° S
e best Online Shopping in Ausiralia
"’ v Mix Trading online Offers the best price and

fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 9210 365
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P’ﬁi‘D Real Estate Liverpool
Address | 71-73 Scott Street, Liverpool NSW 2170
Phone | 02 9732 4444

Email | Liverpool@prd.com.au

Trading Hours

Monday to Friday | 9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Saturday | 9:00 - 4:00 pm

Sunday | Closed -
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At Unified Societies Australia Incorporated, we believe in the power of unity and the strength of
diversity.

Our mission is to bring together various communities across Australia, fostering a sense of belonging
and shared identity.

We aim to educate individuals from all backgrounds on the importance of embracing Australian
values and the rule of law, ensuring that everyone feels at home in this great nation.

Join us in our efforts to promote understanding, respect, and collaboration among all Australians.

Through workshops, community events, and educational programs, we empower individuals to act
as proud Australians while celebrating their unique cultural heritage.

Together, we can create a harmonious society where everyone thrives.

Become a part of the movement today! Let’s work hand in hand to build a brighter future for all
Australians.

For more information, visit our website www.usac.asn.au
or contact us directly.
Together, we can make a difference!
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Victoria

Victorian Police Minister Anthony Carbines

Victoria’s police minister has  he said.

downplays extent of Jacinta Allan bail law review

of you, bluff and bluster
in front of the media, but

and he

had a series of

downplayed the extent of a
review into the state’s bail laws
— seemingly putting him at
odds with Premier Jacinta
Allan — saying there was no
major "piece of work" in the

pipeline.
In  back-to-back  press
conferences outside

parliament on Wednesday,
Ms Allan doubled down on
the importance of reassessing
the state’s bail legislation just
minutes after Police Minister
Anthony Carbines said he
already knew what needed to
be done.

The Herald Sun on Tuesday
revealed Ms Allan had
ordered an  immediate
review of the state’s settings
and failings, requesting Mr
Carbines and  Attorney-
General Sonya Kilkenny look
at ways to strengthen current
laws.

Under pressure to explain
what reforms were on
the table, Mr Carbines
downplayed the review,
claiming he was "always doing
this work" and that there was
no "longwinded piece of
work" in the pipeline.

"l wouldn’t even say that
there’s particularly a review,"

"We're always working on
what more we can do to keep
the community safe."
Inaseparate press conference,
Ms Allan said she had been
clear on her request.

"It is clear there is more to
do to keep our communities
safe," she said.

"They have already got to
work and we will move on
bringing a framework into
this place (parliament)."

Mr Carbines left the door
open to bringing back a
separate offence for people
who commit a crime while
on bail, saying Victoria Police
were  "clearly  frustrated”
and wanted to slap repeat
offenders  with  tougher
penalties.

The government removed
that offence last year following
a  high-profile  coronial
inquest into the death of
Indigenous woman Veronica
Nelson in custody.

Ms Nelson was refused
bail after being arrested for
shoplifting, and died in her
cell after repeated requests
for medical attention went
unanswered.

Mr Carbines flagged that
"everything is on the table"

proposals ready to go, but
refused to reveal what actions
would be taken.

"T've got plenty of stuff in the
bottom drawer that I can pull
out that will hold offenders to
account," he said.
Whenreporters pointed to the
fact that Mr Carbines said he
already knew what measures
would make Victoria safer,
Ms Allan responded: "Well,
that’s terrific".

"What it demonstrates to
me is that the police minister

absolutely ~ shares  and
understands  (my  views),
because he’s also been

listening to his communities
around the state and
understands that we need to
take action, which is what
we're doing," she said.

During the at-times heated
press conference, Ms Allan
rejected suggestions it showed
disunity within the party
and instead took aim at the

opposition.
"It’s important that we listen,
i's more important that

we act as well, not oppose
stronger measures like the
Liberal Party have done in the
parliament," she said.

"They say one thing in front

they do another thing when
they’re put to the test in the
parliament.”

Findings from the review into
the state’s bail laws - which
could include changes to bail
laws - will be revealed before
the end of May.

Ms Allan, who dodged a series
of questions about when the
review would be finalised
on Wednesday morning,
revealed in Question Time
that it would wrap up within
the next three months.
"Everything is on the table,
and we will make further
announcements on this ... in
the next three months," she
said.

Shadow  Attorney-General
Michael O’Brien labelled
the review a "political smoke
screen”, and accused the
Premier and Police Minister
ofbeing "at odds".

"They don’t even understand
what this bail review is all
about, and the reason is
because it’s not a review
driven by protecting the
community,” he said.

"It’s a review driven by polls
and politics and panic, and
that’s all Labor has to offer."

Victoria Police Pay
Deal Uncertain as
Fir Work Steps In

OUER WORKED,
UNDER VALLED,

ALWRYS TH—
—
Q= it

Victoria Police’s new pay deal remains uncertain amid
concerns that the prolonged pay dispute could resurface.

The Fair Work Commission has once again been called in
to resolve a significant disagreement between Victoria Police
and the police union regarding the wording of the proposed
agreement, which has yet to be put to a vote by members.
Both parties will meet at the Fair Work Commission on
Thursday to attempt to resolve the dispute, which is believed
to focus on overtime provisions.

There are concerns that if the issue remains unresolved, rank-
and-file members may reject the deal, potentially forcing
further negotiations and creating political challenges for the
Allan government amid growing concerns over crime rates.
Police ended months of escalating industrial action last month
after the police union endorsed the proposed agreement.
Under the terms of the 450$ million deal, police officers would
receive a 4.5 per cent annual pay increase over the next four
years — an increase of 0.5 per cent compared to the four per
cent offer rejected last year.

Frontline officers would also receive an additional 0.5 per cent
and would no longer be required to prepare their equipment
outside of their shift hours.

However, sources familiar with the negotiations indicate that
the language surrounding this provision is at the center of the
latest dispute.

"Victoria Police are moving the goalposts,” a source said.

The current proposal, estimated to cost the government
approximately 456$ million based on the current 3.2$ billion
annual wages bill, falls short of the 6 per cent annual increase
sought by the police union.

Additionally, the deal would eliminate a clause in the current
agreement that allows retiring officers to cash in up to 12
months of accrued sick leave, a change expected to save up to
50$ million annually.

Last year, police rejected an offer that proposed a phased
introduction of nine-hour shifts by 2028. That deal also
included 22 additional days off per year, a 16 per cent pay rise
over four years, two new allowances, and a transition to a more
predictable rostering system.

Negotiations over the new pay agreement have now stretched
for nearly two years, fueling tensions and leading to extensive
industrial act

"Abandoned Frankston
House Sold in Wild Auction"

A long-abandoned Frankston house, deemed too dangerous
for inspections, has sold for nearly 200,000$ above its
reserve price in what’s been called a "mad" auction result.
A crowd of more than 100 gathered as 14 eager bidders
competed for the heavily vandalized home at 17
Brooklyn Ave, which had sat vacant for 30 years—
its front door left unlocked for at least the past five.
FosterFrolingReal Estate’s Aaron Frolinghadbarredinspections
due to safety concerns, fearing buyers could fall through
weakened floors or be injured by structural damage. However,
he acknowledged that some had found their way in regardless,
reaching through a hole near the entrance to unlatch the door.
"There’s no doubt many buyers went in unattended—
the front door couldn’t be locked properly,” Froling said.
The auction opened at 400,000$, with an immediate
50,000$ jump within seconds. In just a minute, bidding
had soared past 560,000, surpassing the 525,000$
reserve. The hammer finally fell at a staggering 705,0008.
"It was mad. I just don’t understand it," Froling said. "And I
don’t think it would have reached that price if it hadn’t been

vacant for so long."

The property, originally purchased as a coastal retreat in the
1980s, had been left untouched after its owners relocated to
Canberra a decade later. Over time, local youths turned the
graffiti-covered house into an unofficial clubhouse. Ivy from
the garden had begun creeping inside.

Despite its condition, the 900sqm block was among the
suburb’s most affordable listings this year, attracting over 5,000
views in just two weeks.

The winning bidder plans to demolish the structure and build
arooming house, an increasingly viable option as Melbourne’s
rental crisis continues to push tenants out of traditional leases.
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‘It will soon be criminal’: NSW
beefs up hate speech laws to
fight anti-Semitism

by/ James O’Doherty
Daily Telegraph

Inciting "racial hatred"
will become a crime
under a suite of measures
toughening NSW hate
speech laws to crack
down on anti-Semitic
hate crimes.

The changes, which will
be put to parliament
next week, will introduce
new penalties for graffiti
on places of worship,
displaying Nazi symbols
near synagogues, and
inciting racial hatred -
not just inciting violence.
Displayinga Nazisymbol
near a synagogue will
become a new offence
with a maximum penalty
of two years” jail time.
Inciting racial hatred will
also be punishable by up
to two years in prison.
There will also be new
laws to stop protests
outside places of
worship.

The legislation was first
tflagged by Premier Chris

Minns after a spate of
worsening anti-Semitic

attacks, including
when the former home
of Jewish leader Alex
Ryvchin was attacked.
The Dover Heights
home was covered in red
paint and a car was set
alight in January.

That came after an attack
on the a synagogue in
Newtown, in Sydney’ s
inner west.

Two men have been
charged over the alleged

attempt to set the
synagogue alight.

In addition to the
new laws, the Minns

government will
also  boost  funding
for the NSW Police

Engagement and Hate
Crime unit by 525,000$.
A social  cohesion
grants  program  will
get 500,000$ extra in
funding, and  local
governments will get
new training to address
the "rising prevalence of
hate crimes".

Mr Minns said the
laws were necessary to
stop "disgusting acts of
racial hatred and anti-
Semitism".

"These are strong new
laws, and they need to

be because these attacks
have to stop.

"These laws have been
drafted in  response
to the horrifying anti-
Semitic  violence in
our community but
it" s important to note
that they will apply to
anyone, preying on any
person, of any religion,"
he said.
Attorney-General
Michael Daley said the
laws would help NSW
Police prosecute hate
speech.

"The Minns government
is expanding the
criminal law to send
a clear message that
inciting hatred is not just
unacceptable it will soon
be criminal," he said.
Last week, NSW Police

doubled the size of
Strikeforce Pearl,
investigating anti-
Semitic attacks.

Patrols around
significant sites including
synagogues have also

been boosted.

Commuters set for more train
pain as union capitalises on
fallen Transport Minister

Carly Douglas

and Mitch Clarke

Herald sun

Commuters are set for
more pain on Sydney’s train
network next week as the rail
union moves to capitalise
on the downfall of former
Transport Minister Jo Haylen

after her resignation on
Tuesday.
The Rail, Tram and Bus

Union has notified more
industrial action for next
Wednesday, despite assuring
the Fair Work Commission
in January it would not
reintroduce bans to disrupt
commuters after the NSW
government launched a legal
bid to end further action.

One of the three new actions
will again result in trains going
23km/h slower in the areas
with a speed limit of 80km/h.
The union has said it will stop
the action if the government
refunds commuter fares for
the week between January
13 and 17, when the union’s
previous industrial action sent
the Sydney Train network
to go into meltdown, with
delays on some lines reaching

more than five hours.

From next Wednesday, there
will also be a ban on selling
alcohol on regional trains.

In a message to its members,
the union said Ms Haylen’s

departure  presented  an
"opportunity”.

"In the midst of an ugly and
tense bargaining dispute, the
departure of the transport
minister presents both a
threat and an opportunity,”
the message said.

"A threat in that we don’t
know how a new transport
minister will behave towards
us, and an opportunity if the
government wants to clear its
dirty laundry and give them a
fresh start.

"Our message to the new

transport minister and the
premier is to sit down and get
it done."

In response, the Minns
government has indicated
it is prepared to take the
union back to the Fair Work
Commission to stop the bans
should they have a significant
impact on commuters next
week.

Premier ~ Chris ~ Minns
has committed to giving
commuters a fare free day
once a deal with the union has
been achieved.

"The RTBU has made binding
undertakings to the Fair
Work Commission relating
to industrial action,” a NSW
government  spokesperson
said.

"As a result, these proposed
restrictions are expected to
be of minor disruption to the
travelling public.

"But we'll keep a close eye
on the action to ensure
the union abides by those
undertakings."

The union said it would look
to ramp up their industrial
action by introducing even
more bans by the end of
the week. The union is
demanding a 32 per cent pay
rise over four years, which the
government has rejected.
RTBU NSW secretary Toby
Warnes said it had been
more than 60 days since the
NSW government had a wage
negotiation meeting with the
union.

He said he hoped the new
interim  transport minister
would get to an agreement.
"John Graham is not sworn
in yet. We're hopeful he’ll
come to the position with
a commonsense approach
and commit to reimbursing
commuters and sitting down
with workers to negotiate a
swift outcome to the current
dispute,” he said.

Sam Konstas’ exit from
Sri Lanka tour called a
‘smart move’ by NSW

Cricket NSW has backed
the national selection panel’s
decision to send Sam Konstas
home early from Australia’s
tour of Sri Lanka.

Konstas was not selected in
Australia’s XI for last week’s
first Test in Galle, which the
tourists won convincingly by S8
an innings and 242 runs. -
The -19year-old trained with
the Australian squad earlier
this week, before flying home
on Tuesday evening.

Cricket Australia felt Konstas would be better served playing
for NSW in its Sheftield Shield match against Queensland
at the Gabba, which begins on Saturday.

The move was backed by Cricket NSW chief of cricket
performance Greg Mail.

"Having Sam back is a boost for NSW but also a smart
move from George Bailey and the national selection panel
considering what is best for Sam and Australian cricket in
the long term," Mail said in a statement.

Konstas was replaced at the top of Australia’s batting order
in the first Test by Travis Head.

Head made a quick-fire 57 from 40 deliveries while opening
the batting alongside Usman Khawaja.

He said he expected Konstas to regain his opening spot
when Australia plays South Africa in June’s World Test
Championship final in England.

"Most likely I'll go back in the middle order and Sam will
open," Head said.

Konstas made a blistering start to his Test career in
December.

He threw caution to the wind while scoring 60 from 65 balls
in Australia’s first innings against India in the Boxing Day
Test at the MCG.

Konstas could not reach the same heights in the second
innings, scoring 8 in Australia’s -184run win.

He managed 23 and 22 when the hosts wrapped up the
series with a six-wicket victory in the final Test at the SCG.
Konstas made headlines at the beginning of the season
when he posted back-to-back centuries in NSW’s Sheftield
Shield opener against South Australia in Sydney.

Shoalhaven Councillor Jemma Tribe
wrltes book to empower women

Shoalhaven Councillor Jemma Tribe Turns
Adversity into Empowerment Book for Women
Shoalhaven  councillor and business leader
Jemma Tribe has channeled her experiences
with sexism in politics and business into a
new book, A Handbook for Women: On
Their Way Up, aimed at empowering women.
After facing discrimination, including being
told she was "too unattractive” to run for oftice,
Tribe realized many women shared similar
struggles. This inspired her to write a guide
offering practical tools, personal stories, and
reflections to help women overcome barriers.
A former Shoalhaven Business Chamber
president and  mayoral candidate, Tribe
hopes her book will encourage women to rise
above discrimination and pursue leadership.
The book launches on March 8, coinciding with
International Women’ s Day, and will be available
online and at Dymocks Nowra.
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Economy

Jim Chalmers urges «confidence not
complacency ahead of fresh inflation data

Jim Chalmers
"confidence
complacency” ahead  of
fresh inflation data on
Wednesday, while stopping
short of speculating whether
Australians could get a rate
cut in February.

Markets  had  expected
headline inflation to fall from
2.8 per cent to between 2.3
and 2.6 per cent, comfortably
within the Reserve Bank’s 3-2
per cent target range.
However, the RBA’s
preferred core inflation figure
- which strips out temporary
variables - is expected to be
closer to 3.3 per cent.
Wednesday’s new December
quarter inflation figure comes
ahead of the RBA’s first
board meeting of the year on
February 18-17.

Struggling households and
businesses are hoping the
Reserve Bank of Australia will
announce its first interest rate
cut since November 2020.

The board has kept the cash

urged
not

rate steady at 4.35 per cent
since November 2023.
Speaking to ABC Radio, the
Treasurer acknowledged
that despite falling inflation,
households ~ were still
struggling.

"Any number with a two in
front of it will show that it is
within the Reserve Bank’s
target range. Any progress
in core inflation will also be
welcome," he said.

"But we know that doesn’t
always translate immediately
into people feeling better
about the economy.

"We know that people are
still struggling to make ends
meet."

Despite this, he said there
were 'real reasons” to be
confident in the economy.

"l think there is good
reason to be confident,
not complacent, about our
economy in 2025," he said.
"We expect growth in our
economy to pick up a little
bit, not a lot, but a little bit."

"That would be good, but the
main reason people can be
more confident about 2025
than 2024 is because we are
seeing some of the fruits of
our collective efforts."

While Peter Dutton said he
also wanted to see interest
rates "come down as quickly
as possible” and blamed
Labor for not doing enough
to tame inflation through
increased spending and debt.
While he said the Governor
would make a "properly
informed  decision”,  he
added that "once inflation is
entrenched, it’s very difficult

jobs

to change it".

"There are a lot of families at
the moment who voted for
Anthony Albanese thinking
good times were coming, and
it was the exact opposite,” he
said.

"That’s why I think people
are increasingly alienated
from the prime minister and
his government."

However, Mr Chalmers
shied away from pre-
empting how the RBA would
interpret the data.

"They will take all the data in
our economy, the inflation
numbers this week, the
numbers and other
data, and they will make
an independent decision
without any free advice from
me," he told reporters later.

"Tm focused on my
job, which is to lower
inflation, raise wages, keep
unemployment low and

improve the budget while
we roll out cost-of-living
assistance," he said.

The crucial role of Chinese investment in the
development of Australia>s biggest cities

Significant parts of Australia’s biggest cities would not
exist without the flood of foreign money that has been
pumped into the property sector over the past few decades,
particularly by Chinese investors.

That’s the view of leading experts who warn that political
campaign ploys to blame migrants for the country’s
economic challenges could backfire.

A new poll published this week shows an overwhelming
majority of voters back Peter Dutton’s plan to restrict
foreign investment in property if the Coalition wins the
election.

The research by the Sydney Morning Herald found that 69
per cent of those surveyed backed Mr Dutton’s proposal
to implement a two-year ban on foreign buyers of existing
homes, while just 9 per cent opposed it and 22 per cent
were unsure.

The majority of those in favour came across the political
spectrum, with 60 per cent of Labor voters agreeing with
the proposal.

But the consequences of the reform could be a major
economic blow while having little impact on the country’s
housing crisis.

Nerida Conisbee, chief economist at Ray White Group,
said parts of Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane might not
exist without foreign investors — and "the wave of Chinese
investment in the last decade in particular”.

"Foreign investment in Australia is already very low at the
moment," Ms Conisbee said. "It’s also only in new builds,
so it can contribute to the supply of new housing."

That will remain the case if Mr Dutton becomes the next
prime minister, as the Coalition’s two-year ban on new
builds would rule out new builds altogether, but Ms
Conisbee said activity could be affected anyway.

"Foreign investors are not really active at the moment
anyway — there’s a lot of taxation and other countries
where they can put their money," she said. "If things get
tougher, then yes, that will drive them away." If that is
the case, affordability could actually be affected — not
improved.

"Wehave alot of affordable apartments in Australiabecause
of foreign investment," Ms Conisbee said.

"New builds can’t go off the ground without a certain
number of pre-sales. "Australians are not used to buying
off-plan like foreign investors, so we have relied on
foreigners to get projects started."

"Most of Melbourne’s CBD wouldn’t have been developed
without Chinese investment. Many of these projects
wouldn’t have gotten off the ground.”

Apartments are also a key component of the federal
government’s ambitious target of building 1.2 million new
homes by mid2029-, in a bid to significantly boost supply
and ease affordability constraints.

"We've never built this many homes before. The only time
we’ve come close was towards the end of the last decade
and foreign investment was the driver. The money has to
come from somewhere," Ms Conisby said.

Foreign buyers will still be able to buy brand new homes,
such as house and land packages or newly completed,
ready-to-move-in apartments.

The Albanian government has criticised Mr Dutton’s plan,
saying it would have little impact on foreign investment
activity.

For example, in the 23-2022 financial year, there were 5,360
residential property purchases by foreigners, according to a
Foreign Investment Review Board report.

The total value of transactions was 4.9$ billion.

Digging deeper into the data, 66 per cent of these purchases
were for new build homes or vacant land, which would not
be affected by Mr Dutton’s proposal.

So, based on these figures, a two-year Coalition ban would
see 3,644 fewer properties sold to overseas investors.

"This is not going to solve the housing crisis," said
Professor Alan Morris of the Institute of Public Policy
and Governance at the University of Technology Sydney.
"What we are dealing with is a very deep crisis.

"What is needed is a major change. We need to build more
social housing. We need to look at the whole tax system
around property investment. We need to reorient the
entire housing market to be a source of shelter, not wealth."
"Things have to change at that level. This proposed policy
is just very lightly tinkering around the edges and it won’t
do much."

In his budget response in May last year, Mr Dutton pledged
to implement a range of measures to address immigration
issues.

In addition to cutting permanent immigration and capping
international student numbers, the opposition leader has
pledged to impose new restrictions on foreign property
investors.

Dutton told parliament the Coalition "will implement a
two-year ban on foreign investors and temporary residents
buying existing homes in Australia."

Trent Wiltshire, deputy director of the economic prosperity
and democracy programme at the Grattan Foundation
think tank, described the policy as "a policy that seeks to
blame migrants for a crisis they did not create

Property Prices Continueto
Decline, but the Downturn
May Be Short-Lived

Australia’s housing market is experiencing its first decline
in nearly two years as rising interest rates continue to weigh
on property values.

According to the latest data from PropTrack, national
house prices dipped by %0.08 in January, marking the
second consecutive monthly decrease. This follows a
%0.17 decline in December, disrupting the steady price
increases observed since February 2024. However, despite
these recent drops, property prices remain significantly
higher than pre-pandemic levels, having surged %45 since
March 2020.

REA Group senior economist Eleanor Creagh noted that
the slowdown seen at the end of 2024 has extended into the
new year. "While housing demand has remained resilient
despite affordability constraints, the rate of price growth
decelerated throughout 2024, culminating in slight declines
over the past two months," she explained.

Creagh attributes this softening to an increased supply
of properties for sale, which has given buyers greater
choice and reduced pressure to purchase quickly. Other
contributing factors include affordability challenges, a
weakening economy, and persistently high interest rates,
which have collectively slowed and, in some cases, reversed
price growth.

Amid these market shifts, all four of Australia’s major
banks anticipate an interest rate cut when the Reserve
Bank of Australia (RBA) meets on February 18-17. This
expectation follows a trimmed mean inflation rate of %3.2,
coming in below the RBA’s projected %3.4.

"We now anticipate the RBA will lower the cash rate by 25
basis points in February,” wrote NAB chief economist Alan
Oster. "The Q4 CPI data confirms that inflation has eased
more rapidly than the RBA expected, which is likely to
prompt a downward revision in the inflation outlook in the
February monetary policy statement. As a result, February
is now the most probable starting point for a gradual
reduction in interest rates."

The decline in property prices has been largely driven
by drops in capital cities, where prices fell by %0.16 in
January, counteracting a 9%0.12 rise in regional areas.
Hobart led the declines with a %0.46 drop, followed by
Melbourne and Sydney, which saw decreases of %0.30 and
%0.23, respectively. Perth remained stable, while Adelaide
experienced a slight dip of %0.07.

Brisbane was the only capital city to record a price increase,
though it was a modest %0.08 for the month. Despite the
recent downturn, Perth, Adelaide, and Brisbane remain the
country’s strongest housing markets, with annual growth
of %12.41,%15.38, and %10.44, respectively.

For prospective homeowners, Creagh suggests that the
current price softening may be short-lived, with lower
interest rates expected to reignite market activity. "As
interest rates decline, increased borrowing capacity,
improved affordability, and greater buyer confidence are
likely to drive renewed demand and price growth," she said.
However, Creagh does not foresee a return to the rapid
price surges of previous years. "The high starting point for
affordability constraints will likely temper price increases
compared to previous easing cycles, resulting in a slower
pace of home price growth than in recent years," she
concluded.
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UkrainianambassadorVasylMiroshnichenko
slams ‘Russians at Wan film

A firestorm has erupted over the controversial documentary
Russians at War’ with the Ukrainian ambassador to Australia
criticising the film as a work of propaganda’ that attempts to
humanise” genocide. On social media on Tuesday, ambassador
Vasyl Miroshnichenko called on Sydney’s Antenna Documentary
Film Festival to withdraw the film.

The film has been booked for a February 10 screening at
Dundee’s Newtown Cinema and a February 14 screening at the
Ritz Cinema in Randwick. "The screening of Russians at War by
Antenna Documentary Film Festival shows poor judgement and
insensitivity on the part of its organisers,” the ambassador said.
"It is truly offensive to try to humanise those who have committed
crimes against humanity, including murder, rape and kidnapping.
"It was not Vladimir Putin or the Kremlin who directly
destroyed thousands of Ukrainian schools, hospitals and cultural
institutions; it was Russians who voluntarily chose to go to war
against a peaceful neighbour."

"The film should be removed from the event programme, as it is
not an artistic expression but propaganda.”

"Festival officials should meet with Ukrainian refugees here in
Australia who have experienced first-hand the actions of Russian
military personnel as part of Russia’s full-scale invasion."

"There are no sides’ to this war.

"There is only an aggressor and a nation that has been invaded
and genocided."

"It the festival organisers are committed to peace and justice, they
should stand with those who are being targeted and persecuted.”
Russian President Putin invaded Ukraine in February 2022,
resulting in mass civilian casualties across the democratic country.
The film was directed and produced by Russian-Canadian
filmmaker Anastasia Trofimova, and featured a battalion of the
Russian military as it moved into eastern Ukraine.

In a statement responding to Ambassador Miroshnichenko,
Antena Festival organisers said Trofimova’s work was an
"existential critique of war."

"For more than 13 years, Antena Documentary Film Festival has
championed the power of documentary cinema to challenge
perspectives, spark meaningful conversations, and explore the
rich complexities of our world," the statement reads.

"Our programming is grounded in boldness, excellence, and
integrity, but at the heart of our mission lies a deeper principle: we
prioritize inquiry over certainty and value questions over answers."
"We trust the intelligence and openness of our audiences, and we
believe that documentaries can be a catalyst for social change by
encouraging engagement with uncomfortable narratives."

"In that spirit, last year we showcased the horrors of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine in 20 Days in Mariupol — a film that won the
Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature.

This year’s program continues that commitment with a diverse
slate of films that explore the pressing issues shaping our time.
"Among them is Russians at War, a film that offers a difficult but
important perspective on the ongoing war in Ukraine.

"The decision to include Russians at War was not easy.
"Recognizing the controversy the film has generated worldwide,
we have engaged in extensive discussions about the film’s content
and the complexities it presents.

"While the film is not a comprehensive study of the invasion, it
offers a perspective on the contlict that we believe has value.

"By depicting the experiences and voices of Russian soldiers, the
film sheds light on the internal contradictions, disillusionment,
and sense of purposelessness within the ranks of the aggressor.”
"We feel it serves as an existential critique of war, exposing the
dynamics that sustain it and ultimately underscoring the need to
end Russia’s invasion of Ukraine."

In a separate statement, Trofimova said she "unequivocally
believes Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is "unjustified.”

"I unequivocally believe that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is
unjustified and unlawful and I acknowledge the validity of the
International Criminal Court’s investigation into war crimes in
Ukraine," she said.

"The suggestion that our film is propaganda is absurd given that
[ 'am now at risk of criminal prosecution in Russia*** I hope that
our film will be evaluated and discussed on the basis of its scope
rather than the agendas and assumptions outside of it, and that
such discussions will ultimately contribute to ending the war."
Russians at War also screened at the Toronto International Film
Festival.
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Anthony Albanese slams «evil forces» seeking to
divide Australians after neo-Nazi rally in Adelaide

Prime  Minister ~ Anthony
Albanese has slammed the
"evil forces" seeking to divide
Australians after 16 people were
arrested following a suspected
neo-Nazi rally in Adelaide.

The group, which included
15 men and one minor, are
believed to be part of the
National Socialist Network and
were arrested after marching
through the CBD on Sunday.
Speaking to media on Monday,
Mr Albanese said he was
"shocked" by the rally and that
such groups "attract attention”.
"Its a phenomenon that,
unfortunately, we've seen in
other parts of the industrialised
world as well," he said.
"There’sno place for this hateful
ideology here in Australia, or
anywhere else." The Prime
Minister also criticised the
timing of the rally on Sunday,
which coincided with the 80th
anniversary of the liberation
of the Auschwitz-Birkenau
concentration camp in Poland.
'T was shocked by this footage
that T saw this morning," he
said. "These groups attract such
attention ... we need to expose
them. That’s the first thing that

needs to be done."

"There are certainly some evil
forces that are trying to divide
and are trying to point out
people who don’t look like
them or have the same faith as
them."

A video of the march showed
the group carrying Australian
flags and marching in black,
and it was not linked to any
Australia Day events in the city,
police said.

In a statement, South
Australian Police said the group
had been charged with a range
of offences, including failing
to stop loitering, possessing
disguise material and resisting
arrest.

One of the men, a -25year-old
from Western Australia, was
also charged with using a Nazi
symbol, while the rest of the

group were aged between 16
and 55.

Four of the men and the minor
were from Victoria, three from
New South Wales, six from
Western Australia, one each
from Tasmania and South

Australia, and two whose
addresses were not known to
police.

They are all expected to appear
in the Adelaide Magistrates
Court on Tuesday.

South  Australian ~ Premier
Peter Malinauskas said the

National War  Memorial,
where the march took place,
commemorated those who

served in wars and conflicts.
"It is absolutely disgraceful that
these alleged neo-Nazis would
come from another state to
protest at this sacred memorial
that commemorates the very
thing that so many South
Australians fought for and paid
the ultimate sacrifice," he said.
"Racism and bigotry have no
place in Australia.”

"I strongly condemn the actions
of those who seek to spread
their hateful ideology into our
community."

Mr Malinauskas praised the

"swift action” taken by police
in arresting members of the
group.

The South Australian
government last year banned
the display of swastikas in
public or the performance of
Nazi salutes.

If found guilty and convicted,
offenders could face fines of up
t0 20,0008 or a year in prison.
The laws bring the state into
line with most other Australian
states and territories and the
Commonwealth.

The rally comes amid
heightened attention to alleged
anti-Semitism  after  several
synagogues and Jewish sites
were attacked in recent months
in Victoria and New South
Wales. In 2021, Australian
Security Intelligence Agency
director-general Mike Burgess
warned that young Australians
were being radicalised into

supporting  racist, far-right
and neo-Nazi groups in the
country.

Burgess said about 50 per cent
of domestic cases handled
by the spy agency at the time
involved alleged neo-Nazi
groups.

Opinion poll shows Peter Duttonms chances of winning
are growing amid strong support from Australians

A majority of voters now
believe Peter Dutton will win
the next election, according
to Newspoll. But there is
a discrepancy in the poll
numbers.

Based on a 3.1 per cent swing,
Mr Dutton would not have
enough seats to form a majority
government, based on current
poll numbers.

Electoral calculations require
Mr Dutton to win 18 seats
to form a government. But
current polls only guarantee
seven to 14 seats.

Based on current polls, the
Coalition is likely to win the
two-party count or the popular
vote, though not necessarily a
majority of seats in the House
of Representatives.

That is what Labor leader
Kim Beazley did in 1998 after
the first term of the Howard
government. Despite winning
about 51 per cent of the two-
party preferred vote, Labor
failed to form a government.
The Howard government was
re-elected with 49.02 per cent
of the two-party preferred vote.
Labor’s primary vote has fallen
by two points since December
2024 to a record low of 31
per cent, with the Coalition’s
primary vote holding steady at
39 per cent.

But on two-party preferred
votes, when Labor gets
preferences from the Greens,
Labor has only seven seats with
a margin less than the swing.
That increases to 13 seats if

the Coalition gets a 4 per cent
swing.

Voters” prediction of a win
for Mr Dutton could prove
correct. But to do that, he will
need to improve his 49-51 lead
over the Albanese government.
Undecided voters will need to
find his way in.

In fact, the Coalition’s two-
party preferred lead suggests
a likely Tabor minority
government if the election is
repeated.

Mr Dutton needs almost three
times the current number
of seats he would get, polls
suggest, to form a government.
Of course, swings are never
uniform. If the Coalition were
to swing the election by 4 per
cent, Mr Dutton would win
13 seats. But that would not
be enough for the Coalition
to win a majority. On that
outcome, Mr Dutton could
form a minority government
with independents.

The Liberals clearly have a
much better primary vote than
Labor. According to Newspoll,
53 per cent of voters expect the
Coalition to win the election
compared to 47 per cent for
Labor. Key constituencies that
could decide the election
According  to  Redbridge
Group polling director Kos
Samaras, the election could be
won in New South Wales and
Victoria, where several seats he
says are "very close”.

Western Australia was crucial
for Labor in the last election,

winning the seats it needed
when Queensland failed to do
$O.

In New South Wales, Mr
Samaras has picked up the
electorate of  Robertson,
Gilmore,  Paterson  and
Hunter, and the Sydney seats
of MacArthur, Bennelong and
Reid.

In Victoria, he pointed to
Corangamite, Dunkley, Aston,
McEwan, Hawke, Holt and
[saacs.

"They’re all in the game,” he
said.  While Queensland’s
marginal seats were where
elections were won and lost,
Labor currently holds just five
of the state’s 29 seats, with the
Coalition on 21 and the Greens
on three. "If Labor were to
win a [majority] government,
they would probably need
to recover in Queensland,
but that doesn’t seem to be
happening right now," said Ben
Rau, founder of the Election
Analysis blog.

Samaras also predicted little
change in South Australia’s 10
electorates, with Labor taking
six, the Coalition three and
one for Centre Alliance MP
Rebecca Sharkey.

"There’s a lot of damage done
to the Liberal Party in Western
Australia and that’s still there,"
Samaras said.

"T think on a normal day the
Coalition would gain one seat
there, butI don’tthink anything
is going to happen in South
Australia." Over the weekend,

Mr  Albanese declared he
had been "underestimated"
throughout his political career,
insisting he could win the next
election as he refused to rule
out further tax cuts for low-
and middle-income workers.
But opinion polls suggest that if
he holds on to office, it will be
in a minority government.

The prime minister explained
why he believes he can still win,
insisting the government is
"heading in the right direction”
despite polls showing Mr
Dutton has pulled ahead when
it comes to the popular vote.
In an interview, Mr Albanese
said commentators were wrong
to write him off.

'T have been underestimated
throughout my life," Mr
Albanese said.

"What T am confident of is that
I lead a focused and organised
government, Australia has had
some very tough economic
times, and that we are heading
in the right direction, and that
we have an agenda to build on
in our second term."

"We understand that people
have been going through tough
times, but what we have done is
act on that, not encourage what
Peter Dutton has done."

"We talked about Australia, we
took substantial measures to
ensure that inflation was under
control, we had two budget
surpluses to help with that, but
we also got significant cost of
living relief, all in the form of
tax cuts for every taxpayer."
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Australia Provides 5708 Million Loan to Papua
New Guinea Amid Scrutiny on Foreign Investments

Australia has extended a new 570$ million loan
to Papua New Guinea (PNG), a country facing
significant financial difficulties. The loan aims to
support the government’s budget, fund essential
services such as health and education, and enhance
economic stability in the nation.

This is the fifth loan Australia has granted to PNG
since 2020, bringing total Australian financial
assistance to over 3.1$ billion since the onset of the
COVID19- pandemic.

The loan was quietly approved last December but
was not publicly announced until last night when
the Australian Treasury submitted a statement to
Parliament.

The statement emphasized that PNG’s security
and stability are a strategic priority for Australia,
justifying the continued financial support. It also
highlighted that the aid is intended to bridge budget
deficits, allowing the PNG government to fund
essential services and continue economic reforms.
Stricter Oversight on Foreign Investments

As part of the agreement, PNG has committed to
stricter oversight of foreign investments, particularly
in infrastructure projects. The goal is to prevent
economically unviable or potentially security-
threatening projects.

This decision follows discussions between PNG
Treasurer Ian Ling-Stuckey and his Australian
counterpart Jim Chalmers.

In a high-level ministerial meeting last June,
PNG announced it would tighten its scrutiny of
foreign investments, a move driven by increasing
Chinese investments in the country, particularly in
construction, mining, and infrastructure sectors.
Australia’s Concerns Over Chinese Investments
The Australian government has been closely
monitoring the surge of Chinese investments in
PNG, especially in critical infrastructure projects.
One of the most notable projectsisa -5,500kilometer
submarine internet cable, built by Chinese company
Huawei, connecting several cities. Australia fears
this infrastructure could be exploited for cyber
espionage.

In2018, Australiablocked Huawei from constructing
another -4,700kilometer undersea cable that
would have linked PNG and the Solomon Islands
to Australia. Instead, the Australian government
funded a local company to carry out the project.
Additionally, Australia is keeping a close watch on
other Chinese-backed projects, such as:

The Thu Special Economic Zone

An industrial fishing park on Daru Island, a
controversial project that has yet to materialize.
PNG’s Economic Struggles and Debt Sustainability
Although PNG has managed to reduce its budget
deficit over the past two years, it continues to face
challenges such as revenue shortages and a lack of
foreign exchange reserves, raising concerns about its
ability to repay mounting loans.

Professor Stephen Howes, of

Director the

Development Policy Centre at the Australian
National University, noted that Australia usually
provides aid in the form of grants rather than loans.
He suggested that Australia’s shift towards loans
could be part of the geopolitical competition with
China, as Beijing uses lending as a tool to expand its
influence in the region.

Professor Howes added that PNG itself requested
the loan, and Australia approved it to prevent PNG
from turning to China as an alternative funding
source.

Despite past statements from PNG and Australian
ministers about reducing reliance on loans, the
continued financial assistance raises concerns about
debt sustainability.

Since 2020, Australia’s financial support has been
conditional on PNG implementing economic
reforms in collaboration with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF). These reforms aim to
reduce fiscal deficits and address the severe foreign
exchange shortage that has persisted since 2014.
Some experts argue that the success of these
economic reforms will determine whether the loan
is beneficial.

Professor Howes expressed concerns that PNG’s
foreign exchange crisis remains unresolved, despite
receiving multiple loans in recent years.

Potential Risks for Australian Taxpayers

The Australian Treasury assured that the loan would
not burden taxpayers, as long as PNG repays it on
time. However, experts warn that sovereign loans
always carry risks.

Professor Howes noted that while PNG has never
defaulted on a loan before, there is no absolute
certainty that Australian taxpayers won’t bear any
cost.

"It things go well, there will be no cost. But with
sovereign loans, there is always a degree of risk,"
he said. A Strategic Loan Amid Economic and
Geopolitical Challenges

This new Australian loan comes at a crucial time,
as PNG struggles with economic instability while
Australia seeks to ensure the stability of its close
neighbor and counter China’s growing influence in
the region.

The key question remains: Will PNG be able to use
this loan effectively to strengthen its economy, or
will it remain dependent on foreign aid in the long
run?

How Beautiful It

Is to Live in Peace

By: Editor-in-Chief / Sam Nan

Peace is a blessing beyond measure, more valuable than
treasures. It is what every individual seeks in any society,
across the world, and in every era.

No one desires war, destruction, or the loss of loved ones.
Rather, all people long to live in peace, tranquility, and
reassurance.

Peace is the foundation upon which prosperous societies and
advanced nations are built.

Living in peace is not merely the absence of wars and conflicts;
it is a state of serenity and mutual respect among individuals
and communities, where harmony and cooperation prevail.
It grants a person a sense of security and psychological
stability, enabling them to achieve their potential and pursue
their ambitions.

A home filled with peace is a flourishing and progressive
home——a home built on solid ground. For the essence of a
beautiful life is peace.

Peace means living in harmony, in a state of calmness, and
fostering love for others.

To live in peace, you must embrace the qualities of peace,
which include:

Loving everyone, regardless of their culture, background,
religion, skin color, language, or way of thinking.
Learning to forgive others, no matter how much they have
wronged you. Forgiveness is not only healing for them but
also for you, as it frees your heart from resentment and brings
you inner peace.

Practicing gratitude—when you express appreciation to
others, you acknowledge their worth and respect them. This
fulfills a fundamental human need, fostering harmony and
ensuring that both you and those around you live in peace.
When peace prevails in a society, it creates an environment
conducive to economic growth, cultural development,
and educational progress. Stability encourages investment,
increases productivity, and enhances collaboration among
individuals, leading to the flourishing of science, arts, and
culture.

Achieving peace begins within each individual, through the
cultivation of noble values such as tolerance, love, and justice.
People must respect their differences and resolve disputes
through dialogue. Media institutions also play a crucial
role in promoting a culture of peace by spreading values of
tolerance and cooperation.

Additionally, governments and international organizations
have a significant role in ensuring stability and adopting fair
policies that foster understanding among nations.

Living in peace is a dream shared by all humanity, and it is the
only path to building a better world for future generations.
We must all contribute to spreading the values of peace and
love in our communities and work diligently to create an
environment of tolerance and cooperation.

How beautiful it is to live in peace—and how profound its
impact is on our lives!



