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Care Services Australia

Your Plan
Your Way
Our Support

1300 455 322

L 4

Care Services
AUSTRALIA

Disability Services Support Co-ordination Home Care Services
Discover our Holistic Approach to your health Streamline your journey to empowerment with Elevate comfort with our Home Care services,
and wellbeing with our wide range of Disability our Support Coordination services, dedicated to offering personalized assistance, health
Services offered in Sydney, Melbourne and the facilitating and optimizing your access to monitoring, and companionship for enhanced
Gold Coast. essential support and resources, well-being in familiar surroundings.

We speak Your language...
We understand your culture

©O0000CHO6OO0O00O

Personal Meal Community Daily Living&  Domestic Registered Support Behaviour Well-Being Lawn Mowing
Care Preparation Participation Life Skills Services Nurses Coordination Support Activities Gardening

000000 O0O0OO

Plan Allied Health Home Early Housing & Respite Supported Individualised Short Term Disability
Management Support Modification  Childhood Shelter Services Independent Living Housing Housing
Living

Discover Our holistic approach to Disabili
Services in Sydney, Melbourne, Gold Coast
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X thanng Mix Trading online

w v The best Online Shopping in Australia

Mix Trading online Offers the best price and
fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365




Yot QJ sardl YeYe (jal) Gl 0glS YA kAl

Magda Kitchen Efd—”‘?xﬂﬂ ?ﬁ@

Experience authentic Egyptian cuisine st Jaoll (5 yaall frakaall da padis aiadiu
right at your doorstep. ASla duie
Magda is ready to whip up a feast just for a3 ella (o daalg judadil Al saalke
you. Order now and let the taste of Egypt Celal] S (5 paall aalall gag U Gl
come to you!» TR T )

Casserole:
Okra
Moussaka
Perennial rice

Bechamel pasta
Fish:

fried

grilled

tray
Fesikh

stuffed:
cabbage

grape leaves
eggplant
zucchini

pepper

baked goods:
cake

Egyptian bread

Soggy
Pizza

Koushari s
S )-‘-’-‘5
Ph: 0499910365 b
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Sutherland Medical Centre and
Mankarios Skin Cancer Clinic

Services
*Family Medicine.

*Child Health including Childhood
Immunizations.

*Women's Health.

*Travel Medicine including Travel
Immunizations.

*Full Skin Examinations and
Treatment of Skin Cancers.

*Fully equipped procedure room.
*Workers’ Compensation Injuries.
*Pathology testing.

*Pre-employment Medical
Examination.

*Comprehensive Medical
Assessments and Chronic Disease
Management,

*Psychology.

Established in 2002 by:
Dr Ramsis Farag, Dr Nabil Mankarios, Dr Mona Mikhail,
and Dr Faten Wassef.

Dr Nabil Mankarios is an experienced Skin Cancer Practitioner
who started working in this field in 1997.
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PRD Real Estate Liverpool

Address | 71-73 Scott Street, Liverpool NSW 2170
Phone | 02 9732 4444

Email | Liverpool@prd.com.au

Trading Hours

Monday to Friday | 9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday | 9:00 - 4:00 pm 2

Sunday | Closed

-
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USAI aed gocieties Australia Jnc,,
S

0449 146 961 a

At Unified Societies Australia Incorporated, we believe in the power of unity and the strength of

diversity.

Our mission is to bring together various communities across Australia, fostering a sense of belonging
and shared identity.

We aim to educate individuals from all backgrounds on the importance of embracing Australian
values and the rule of law, ensuring that everyone feels at home in this great nation.

Join us in our efforts to promote understanding, respect, and collaboration among all Australians.

Through workshops, community events, and educational programs, we empower individuals to act
as proud Australians while celebrating their unique cultural heritage.

Together, we can create a harmonious society where everyone thrives.

Become a part of the movement today! Let’s work hand in hand to build a brighter future for all
Australians.

For more information, visit our website www.usac.asn.au
or contact us directly.
Together, we can make a difference!



CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care.

Liverpool

™ Start Saving Today'

REDEEM

B i S
Specialised Services
Simple and streamlined methods of providing specialised medication for Fertility
Clinics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surgeries and more. Save & Deliver Pharmacy
IS equipped with the equipment to cold store medications, deliver regular order
prescriptions and compound medications for doctors and patients.
Many of these services are provided at no extra cost to your clinic and at

discounted and affordable prices. We personalise our services to meet your
individual clinic’'s and patients requirements to maintain customer satisfaction.

piscount piscount piscount

CincottaChemist CincottaChemist § CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care.
279 Macquarie St 884 Anzac Parade 1/7 Munmorah Cct

Liverpool NSW 2170 Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529
T. (02) 9821 1942 T. (02) 9349 1602 T. (02) 4296 5548
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Anti-Semitic attacks in
ralia raise concerns

Aust

Australia is experiencing a worrying rise in anti-Semitic
incidents, with recent events highlighting the seriousness of
the situation.

Among the most notable incidents was a house in the quiet
Dover Heights area of Sydney that was set on fire and anti-
Jewish graffiti was sprayed on a nearby car.

The house, which was previously owned by a Jewish family,
is now occupied by a non-Jewish family who were inside
the home at the time of the attack but were unharmed.
Police are treating the incident as a hate crime.

New South Wales Premier Chris Minns described the
attack as a  “vicious act of anti-Semitism,” stressing the
urgent need for stronger measures to combat this type of
hatred.

A series of increasing attacks

This incident is part of a growing pattern of anti-Semitic
violence in Australia. Since October 2023, there has been
a marked increase in incidents of assault, vandalism and
harassment targeting Jewish individuals and institutions.
On 9 October 2023, during a pro-Palestine demonstration
outside the Sydney Opera House, protesters chanted anti-
Semitic slogans, including “Death to Jews” .

The demonstration came just days after a deadly Hamas
attack in Israel, which drew widespread condemnation, but
some have tried to downplay the severity of the slogans.
Targeting Jewish professionals and businesses

In February 2024, the crisis escalated when the contact
details of hundreds of Jewish professionals were leaked on
social media.

The leak led to threats and harassment, including of
academics, artists and business owners. Among the victims
were a Jewish musician and his wife, who were forced to
move their shop after being subjected to repeated attacks.
Attacks on Jewish businesses

In June 2024, the office of a Jewish MP in Melbourne was
vandalised, with the words “Zionism is fascism”  sprayed
in red paint, and attackers attempted to set it on fire.
Similarly, the Adass Israel synagogue in Melbourne was
burned down in December, and a daycare centre in Sydney
was recently set ablaze, with hate graffiti scrawled on its
tence.

These incidents have prompted many Australian Jews to
rethink their safety. Some have begun removing religious
symbols such as mezuzahs from their homes, while others
are afraid to wear clothing or symbols of their faith in public.
A community in fear

Australia’ s Jewish community, which numbers around
120,000 people, is increasingly feeling unsafe.

Security measures have been stepped up around schools,
synagogues and community centres, and armed guards are
commonplace.

Parents are also discussing alternative educational options
for their children to protect them from potential dangers.
A pressing need for action

Jewish community leaders are calling for decisive action to
address this wave of anti-Semitism.

Advocacy organisations have called for tougher hate crime
legislation and increased public awareness of tolerance and
inclusion.

The escalation of these attacks raises urgent questions
about whether current measures are sufficient to protect
Australia’ s Jewish community.

Many fear that if decisive action is not taken, these incidents
could lead to even greater tragedies.

The challenge now is to ensure that Australia remains a safe
and inclusive country for all its citizens.

Australia pledges to combat anti-Semitism
with new Holocaust education centre

Amid rising anti-Semitic
incidents in Australia,
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese has announced
a 4$ million commitment
to build a new Holocaust
education centre and
memorial in Perth.

The announcement
came during a ceremony
marking ~ the  80th
anniversary  of  the
liberation of Auschwitz-
Birkenau, attended by
Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton and Western
Australian Premier Roger
Cook.

In his speech at the
ceremony, Albanese
stressed that Australia is
committed to combating
all forms of prejudice.

He stressed that anti-
Semitism is at odds with
the values on which the
Australian nation was
built.

He said: “Eighty years
after the liberation of
Auschwitz-Birkenau, our
commemorations carry a
powerful message of the
enduring strength of the
Jewish people, and our
unwavering commitment
to combating hateful
prejudice in all its
forms.”

He added: “It s
unfortunate that we are
not yet free from anti-
Semitism, which stands
in stark opposition to
everything we are as a
nation and everything we
have built together over
generations.”

Albanese reiterated the
government’ s support
for the Jewish community
amid the recent
escalation of incidents,
noting that Australian
Jews are an integral part
of Australia’ s story.
He also stressed that
the country will not
tolerate any form of anti-
Semitism.

“We will not tolerate

it in any form,” he
declared.
Anti-Semitism  has no

place in our nation, and
we will fight it with the full
force of our laws and the
full commitment of all
levels of government.”

He noted that Australia

has provided a safe
haven for Holocaust
survivors in the past, and
will continue to proudly

embrace  the Jewish
community.

Alongside this rhetorical
commitment,  Finance

Minister Katie Gallagher
and Assistant Minister
Julian Hill announced
4.4$ million to build
a National Holocaust
Museum and Education
Centre in Canberra.

The new centre will be
housed in a refurbished
wing of the National
Jewish Memorial Centre,

andwillserveasaplatform
to spread awareness and
knowledge about the
horrors of the Holocaust
and combat hate.
Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton has expressed
concern over the rise in
anti-Semitism in Sydney
and Melbourne, saying
history teaches us the
importance of addressing
hatred before it escalates.
“People have seen a
kind of hatred that, if left
unchecked, can unleash

. »
even greater evil, he
said.
He stressed that

educationand knowledge
are a powerful shield
against  anti-Semitism,
and praised the move
to establish the new
education centre.

With  concerns about
rising anti-Semitism,
these steps are a clear
message that Australia is
committed to combating
hate in all its forms.

The new project reflects
the importance of history
education as a means
of protecting values of
tolerance and justice, and
ensuring that Australia
remains a country that
embraces all its citizens.

Australia Day January 26: History and Meaning

Definition

Australia Day is a national
holiday celebrated on January
26 each year, and is the official
day to honour the nation, its
history and achievements.

The occasion is celebrated
with cultural events, concerts,

fireworks,  barbecues, and
to honour  distinguished
individuals who have

contributed to the community.
Historical Origin:

This day is associated with the
arrival of the British First Fleet
in Sydney Cove on January ,26
1788, when Captain Arthur

Phillip raised the British
flag and declared British
sovereignty over the new

colony of New South Wales.
This event marks the beginning
of European settlement in
Australia.

Aboriginal Protest:

Aboriginal and Torres Islander
people view January 26 as
"Invasion Day",

as it marks the beginning of
colonialism that led to the
displacement and historical
injustice of their people.

There are growing calls
to change the date of the
celebration to be inclusive of
all and reflect a more unified
history.

0
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Evolution of the celebration:
Australia Day began to be
celebrated informally in the
early 19th century.

In 1935, all Australian states
and territories adopted 26
January as Australia Day.

In 1994, Australia Day became
a national public holiday.
How is  Australia
celebrated?

Cultural and musical events:
Festivals and concerts are held
to highlight Australia’s diverse

Day

cultural heritage.
Recognition of excellence:
Citizens who have made

significant  contributions  to
society are honoured with
medals and awards.

Community activities: These
include barbecues, parades
and fireworks displays across

f Australia Da

the country.
Importance of dialogue:
As  discussions about
history of Australia Day grow, it
is important to foster a national
dialogue to ensure that the day
represents Australia’s history
in all its aspects, including
recognition of  Aboriginal
history and culture.

When the British arrived in
Australia in 1788, there was
little welcome from Aboriginal
people, and initial interactions
between the two sides were
diverse and complex. These
encounters  were  often
marked by tension and
misunderstanding, and later
turned into violent conflicts
and frictions due to cultural
and natural differences in
relationships.

the
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Reactions of the Natives

1. Caution and anticipation:
At first, the natives treated
the  British arrivals  with
caution. They watched them
from a distance and tried to
understand their intentions
and purposes.

Body language and cultural
differences led to difficulty in
communication.

2. Frictions and clashes:

When the British began to
seize land without consulting
the natives, local resistance
emerged.

For the natives, land is not only
a place to live, but it is part
of their spiritual and cultural
identity. Therefore, British
control of land was a major
violation for them.

3. Armed resistance:

Armed conflicts broke out
between the two sides in many
areas as the British expanded.
The natives led attempts to
defend their lands through
resistance, but they were faced
with superior military and
technical power.

Causes of tension between the
two sides:

The British sawland as property
that could be acquired and
used.



Social Issues

Tuesday 28 January 2025 No. 204

Community leaders, advocates and sports stars among
Queensland>s Australia Day honourees this year

More than 70 Queenslanders have been
recognised in the 2025 Australia Day Honours
tor their significant contributions to the nation.

With achievements ranging from sporting

triumphs to public advocacy, here are the
incredible stories of some of this year’s
honourees.

Community leader Saba Abraham

Restaurant founder Saba Abraham has been
awarded an Order of Australia (OAM) for her
service to African communities in Australia.

Ms Abraham was born in Eritrea, where she
became a freedom fighter in the country’s war
for independence against Ethiopia at the age of
just 14.

After years of fighting, she moved to Australia as
a refugee in 1992.

"What I found in Australia is what I dreamed
of for my country,” Ms Abraham said. "I feel
connected, this is where I am.”

Ms Abraham’s passion for women’s rights
inspired the opening of Muooz — an Eritrean
restaurant in Brisbane’s West End that employs
refugee and migrant women.

"We train them in business, language, skills,
Australian culture and of course, we connect
them to the community,” Ms Abraham said.
"It’s more than just a restaurant, honestly — we
doalot, including helping them recover from the
torture and trauma they’ve been through in the
past.” Overthe pastthree decades, Ms Abraham
has also helped set up dozens of multicultural
initiatives, including the Queensland Eritrean
Community Association, the African Australian
Women’s Association and the Queensland
African Communities Council.

She said she was "humbled” to receive an
Order of Australia (OAM) for her work with
vulnerable people.

Advocating for victims of domestic violence
Sue and Lloyd Clarke were awarded the Order
of Australia (OAM) for their service to domestic
violence and wellbeing.

The Clarks founded Small Steps 4 Hannah after
their daughter Hannah and three grandchildren
- Aaliyah, Leanna and Trey - were murdered in
2020.
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Mr Clark said the inspiration for the foundation
came when they first heard the term coercive
control.

"We thought we needed to educate and start
talking about it, and it just snowballed from
there,” he said. The couple worked with the
Queensland Government to set up the Women’s
Safety and Justice Taskforce, which reviewed
women’s experiences across the justice system.

In 2024, Hannah’s Law was passed, making
coercive control a criminal offence.

The Clarks were surprised and "honoured” to
be given the rank of police ofticer.

Ms Clark said: "We don’t think we’ve done
anything out of the ordinary, we've just started
a conversation.”

She said Hannah’s presence motivated the
couple to continue to advocate for victims of
domestic violence.

"It’s for her and I feel like she’s there to make
sure we get what we want,”  she said.
Distinguished Swimming Coach

Queensland swimming coach Laurie Lawrence
has been appointed an Officer of the Order
of Australia (AO) in the General Division for
his distinguished service to water safety and
swimming.

Mr Lawrence began his career as a representative
of the Australian Rugby Union in 1964, before
tounding the Laurie Lawrence Swimming
School two years later.

The water expert has coached Australian teamsat
three Olympic Games and two Commonwealth
Games. The Laurie Lawrence Swimming School
and the World Swimming School continue
to operate in Logan and Brisbane, focusing
on educating children, parents and industry
partners about safe water practices.

Indigenous Leader

For her significant service to the Indigenous
business and media sectors, Lisa Wattego has
been recognised as a Member of the Order of
Australia (AM).

The Academy has been part of a number of
organisations and committees, including the
South East Queensland Indigenous Chamber of

Commerce and the Queensland Government’s
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Business
and Innovation Reference Group.

She is currently the National Coordinator for
the Black Coffee Indigenous Business Network,
which helps local Indigenous businesses build
industry relationships.

Healthcare Pioneer

Physician and academic John Fraser has been
appointed an Ofticer of the Order of Australia
(AO) for his service to medicine and global
critical care.

Professor Fraser is the founder and director of
the Critical Care Research Group, which aims
to improve patient outcomes through clinical
research.

The award-winning physician has published
over 650 peer-reviewed journal articles and
holds professorships in medicine, anaesthesia,
critical care and engineering.

He is also a Fellow of six medical institutions.
Football Star

Former Matildas player Claire Polkinghorne has
been made an Ofticer of the Order of Australia
(OAM) for her service to football.

The decorated athlete played 167 games and
scored 16 goals throughout her -18year career.
She became Australia’s most capped female
footballer in February 2023 and has competed
in five FIFA Women’s World Cups and three
Olympic Games. The Brisbane native has retired
from international football and will play her last
game for the Matildas in Melbourne in 2024.
Golden Athletes

Several Queensland Olympic and Paralympic
athletes were honoured with gold medals for
their gold medal wins at the Paris 2024 event.
Shayna Jack, Alexa Leary, Cam McEvie, Lani
Pallister, Jamie Perkins, Kyra Stevens, Emily
Beecroft and Callum Simpson were all awarded
gold medals for their achievements in various
swimming events.

Saya Sakakibara, Cory Boddington and Arisa
True — who is the youngest gold medallist this
year at just 14 years old — were also honoured
with gold medals for their contributions to the
sport.
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A reimagined beach house in Rye and a fashion shoot Iocatlon are
becommg a wral hit for buyers who just want to soak up the sun

A reimagined beach house so stylish it has its own Instagram
account is turning heads on the Mornington Peninsula.
The home at 97 Avon Rd, Rye, called Dune Beach House as a
nod to the nearby back beach, has more than 1,200 followers
on its social media profile.
Owner Matthew Talbot says the Instagram account was even
spotted by scouts from a photoshoot and TV advert company,
Photoloco. As a result, the home has since been featured in
campaigns for homeware and fashion brands including Adairs,
Kip & Co and Sage & Clare.
When Talbot and his partner Talal aren’ t enjoying the
home as a Melbourne retreat, it operates as a short-term
accommodation rental business.

‘It s made close to 100,000$ in a year with Airbnb and
photoshoots Talbot says.
It" s a far cry from when he first inspected the 1970s home,
about two years ago.

“When we bought t, it needed a lot of love and care,”  Talbot

said. “It has a strong character, I knew when I'saw it that it had
potermal As head of construction and visual merchandising
in Australia and New Zealand for global fashion and lifestyle
company Hugo Boss, in a role that oversees the construction
and fit-out of new stores, Talbot™ s skills came to the fore
during the five-month renovation of Dune Beach House.
He and Talbot were involved in the design, handiwork and
landscapmg of the 884sq m block.

“Tlove anythmg that has character and is beautiful, and brings
itback to life,” Talbot said.
He added that they wanted to retain the original character of
the three-bedroom home, with the renovation inspired by a
Danish summer house, or sommerhus - traditional small
dwellings with timber facades.
The Dune Beach House is built of cedar, with cathedral ceilings
and wood floorboards, and its kitchen overlooks the front
deck.

The lower level features a central living and dining space, a

.

sitting and reading room with a wood- burnmg fireplace and
gas, two bedrooms, and a bathroom with a tub and a washing
machine.
The upper level features the master bedroom suite, a living
space, an en-suite bathroom, a walk-in closet, and two
balcomes overlooking the treetops.

“The whole place is so quiet, you can hear the waves
crashing,” Talbot said.
He and Talal also renovated the separate guest house, which
has a bathroom, kitchen, dining area, and a double garage.
The main house” s high-tech features include a touchpad for
entry and a smart home technology system that can operate the
air conditioning, lights, and sprinklers remotely.
The Dune Beach House’ s furnishings and short-term
accommodations will be offered as an add-on package for
interested buyers.
The asking price range for the home is between 1.49$ million
and 1.639$ million.

Victorian family puts home on the market for just 5 000$

Want a home for 5,000$¢ The Sheils family in regional
Victoria are happy to part with their home for that
price — you just have to come pick it up.
The family of four has almost finished building
their dream home on their property in Baum, and
are looking forward to moving out of the original
home at the address they’ ve been living in during
construction for the past three years.
Butratherthanbulldoze it, Brenton Sheils said he hopes
to help another family get a roof over their heads by
moving the three-bedroom, one-bathroom home —
rather than s ending 500,000$ to build a new home
from scratch.” The home easily accommodated
him, his wife Ashley, his son Chase, 8, his daughter
Charlie, 4, and their three border collies, Benji, Bella
and Bonnie.
But in a few months, once their new home is finished,
they’ 1l be happy to part with their old home for next
to nothing.

“The only problem is that it will need to have the
foundations rebuilt, but that” s not a big deal if you

11 be V\;tihg for new logs,”

move it — because you’
Mr Shiels said.

“But everything there works.” He added that while
there were some cracks in the plaster of the house that
had occurred over time, the frame underneath was in
good condition.

Mr Shiels said that while he got the idea after seeing
others listing homes for relocation online, the fact that
the house used to film the popular Australian film The
Castle was also being moved to a new location showed

{TTTTHTTTITTE TS

that recycled homes could work.

The house, which was once on Dagonet Street,
Strathmore, was moved to Beechworth in late 2017.

It sold for 40,0008 at an auction that promoted it as a
piece of Australian film history.

The Shiels family expect to be ready to hand over their
old home from April 1 this year.

Sign up for the Herald Sun” s weekly property update.
Click here to get the latest Victorian property market
news delivered straight to your inbox.
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Australians warned to watch for Leaders

measles symptoms after infected

traveller arrives at Sydney Airport

A measles alert has been
issued for Sydney Airport
after a traveller arrived on
an international flight and
boarded a domestic flight
last week.

The NSW Department of
Health was notified of an
infected person who had
travelled to Sydney from
Honolulu on Jetstar flight
JQ4 at 4:29pm on January
17.

That evening, the traveller
travelled to the Gold Coast
on a flight that departed
from Sydney T3 at 9.03pm
Before the flight, the
person spent time in the
international terminal from
about 4.30pm to 6.30pm.
The NSW Department of
Health said the traveller
boarded a bus from there
to the domestic terminal T3
sometime between 5.30pm
and 6.30pm.

The traveller is believed
to have been there from
6.30pm to 9pm.

The measles alert was also
issued yesterday, less than a
week after a traveller arrived
in Sydney on a flight from
Vietnam, which is currently
experiencing a measles
outbreak.
Dr Christine Silvey, director
of the NSW Department of
Health” s communicable
diseases branch, said while
these locations did not pose
anongoing risk, people who
were on flights or transiting
between terminals at those
times should be aware of
symptoms.

“Symptoms to look out

fever,

for include
nose, sore eyes and cough,
usually followed three or
four days later by a red,
patchy rash that spreads
from the head and face to

runny

the rest of the body,” she
said.

“It can take up to 18
days after exposure to
develop symptoms, so it is
important for people who
have visited these locations
to be aware of symptoms
until  Tuesday, February
4. If you are experiencing
symptoms, please call ahead
before visiting your GP.”

Silvey  reminded  the
community to take
precautions against measles.

“We want to remind the
community to make sure
they are up to”date with their
vaccinations,”  she said.

“The measles vaccine can
prevent illness even after
exposure, if given early
enough.”

“This should serve as a
reminder to everyone to
make sure theyare protected
against measles, which
is highly contagious.”

“Anyone born after 1965
should ensure they have
had two doses of measles
vaccine.”

“This is  particularly
important before travelling
overseas,  as  measles

outbreaks are occurring in
many parts of the world at
the moment.”

Visit the NSW Health
website for more
information about measles.

Australians warned to watch for
measles symptoms after infected
traveller arrives at Sydney Airport

Sydney councillor calls
for jet ski-free zones

after ’life-threatening’
incidents
A South  Sydney

councillor is proposing
to ban all jet skis after
several’life-threatening’
incidents at the popular
swimming spot.

Locals say jet ski
catching at Brighton-
le-Sands is so bad
they’ve started avoiding
the beach over the
weekend.

"They’re getting really

close, it’s terrifying,"
said local mum Laura
Alpolario.
"My cousin got into an
argument...
She was swimming

near the beach with her
young son and a man
almost hit her."

Bayside Council
deputy mayor Heidi
Lee Douglas said such
dangerous encounters
were becoming
increasingly frequent.
"The amount  of
dangerous activity
has increased every
summer in Botany
Bay," Douglas said.

"'m getting footage

from constituents
of life-threatening
incidents... we’ve seen

children as young as 10
illegally riding jet skis in
irregular ways."

"We don’t want to
wait for deaths to
happen before the state
government  protects
swimmers."

The deputy mayor
is calling for action
to turn parts of Lady
Robinson Beach and
parts of Brighton-Lee
Sands Beach into no-
go zones for jet skis.
But the boating
industry has said a ban
on jet skis would be
unfair to those doing

the right thing, and
has called on Maritime
Transport NSW  to
step up its response to
people doing the wrong
thmg

“We do not support
this exclusion or ban
zone measure,”
said Neil Patchett of
the Boating Industry
Association.

“The Marine
Transport and Water
Police will be asked
to step up their
enforcement of those
who choose to do the
wrong thing.”
Transport NSW  said
there was already a jet
ski exclusion zone at
Lady Robinson Beach.

NSW
said

A Transport
spokesperson
“Lady Robinson
Beach and Botany
Bay are being closely
monitored by
Maritime  Transport
NSW, the Marine Area
Command and local
pohce

‘Maritime Transport
NSW has not been
approached about
expandingorincreasing
these exclusion zones
and currently has no
plans to do so.

“The NSW Maritime
Authority is working
closely with Bayside
Council on educating
personal watercraft
operators on “doing
the right thing’

The current jet ski-
free  zone includes
two swimming areas
surrounded by netting
and  marked  with
yellow buoys.

The NSW Maritime
Authority has already
established jet ski-free
zones on the Central
Coast, including a
300m no-go zone at
Ettalong Beach.

discuss  high
housebuilding costs in rare
bipartisan talks

The industry says upfront
costs  that make new
developments commercially
unviable should be at the
centre of the discussion when
Premier Chris Minns meets
Opposition  Leader Mark
Speakman to discuss ways to
reform the planning system.
Mr  Speakman  suggested
the meeting was a way to
build  bipartisan  support
for reforming the state’ s
outdated and broken
planning laws.

By agreeing to the bipartisan talks, Mr Minns has elevated
planning reform to a level usually reserved for state or
national crises, where political debate is set aside in favour
of getting things done.

“This is a good faith attempt to reform the bipartisan
planning system which is very slow and complicated,” Mr
Speakman told The Telegraph on Monday.

“We don’ t want to rule anything out or exclude
anything.”

High on the agenda will be upfront costs for developers,
which the industry says have made building new homes
unviable.

“I think we are open to discussing anything that adds
cost to construction,”  Mr Speakman said. Mr Speakman
insisted yesterday he would put forward specific proposals
to reform the planning law, but declined to say what those
ideas were.

“The fundamental problem we have is that it is very
ex{penswe to build,” Mr Farlow said.

Anything we can do in terms of reform to make that
process faster, to make that process more reliable, will be
helpful to get more homes built,” he added.

Key costs that make development unviable for developers
include large upfront fees to enable infrastructure such
as water and sewerage, and large “biodiversity offsets”
designed to reduce the impact of new builds on the
environment.

The Property Council of Australia” s NSW chief executive
Katie Stevenson said both parties should consider any

“barriers to the financial viability” of new housing
projects.

However, Ms Stevenson cautioned both parties
against getting bogged down in specific wording of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act.

“Now is not the time to sit around and talk about commas
and phrases in a piece of legislation that has stood the test of
time,” Ms Stevenson said.

“Nobody thinks it” s perfect, but at the same time, we
have this mandate to deliver 377,000 homes. We’ re
getting further and further away from that target,” she
said.

Treasurer Daniel Mookhi has previously ruled out
reforming the scheme, which would charge developers a
share of the cost of building possible infrastructure.
However, Planning Minister Paul Scully said yesterday he
would go to the meeting with an open mind.

“This meetmg is a real opportunity to discuss a bipartisan
approach to improving our planmng system to build more
homes and better communities.
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AnthonyAlbanese: Labor did <everything
it could» to encourage rate cuts

i

Anthony  Albanese  says
his government has done
"everything it could” to curb
inflation, paving the way for
the Reserve Bank to cut the
official cash rate at its meeting
in four weeks.

With a May 17 election
looming, the government is
hoping to cut interest rates at
least once before facing voters
struggling with cost-of-living
pressures.

Despite this, the prime
minister says he does not
believe Labor’s chances of
re-election will depend on
the central bank delivering
long-awaited interest rate
relief. He said Australia
was doing better than other
industrialised nations that
were in "economic decline”,
and likened bringing down
inflation ~ while  providing
non-inflationary ~ cost-of-
living relief to "dropping a
Boeing 747 on a helipad".
"What I would say is that
we have done everything
we can as a government
to create better conditions
for monetary policy to
work alongside what the
government has done,” he
told Sky News.

Mr  Albanese  confirmed

headline inflation had now
fallen to 2.8 per cent - within
the RBA’s target range of 2 to
3 per cent.

However, core inflation -
which strips out temporary
fluctuations such as
government energy rebates -
remained above target at 3.4
per cent.

While the December quarter
CPI figures will be released
on Wednesday, Mr Albanese
said his government had
"not only ... weathered these
uncertain times, we’ve always
kept our eye on the horizon".
"Inflation has now fallen to the
Reserve Bank range that they
wanted to see for the first time
in years, we've continued to
put that downward pressure
on inflation," he said.

"We've designed all of our
cost of living support in a
way that has helped in that
process.”

Treasurer Jim  Chalmers
said Australia had made
"significant (and sustained)
progress’ in  combating
inflation.

"What we've been able to
do as a country, together
as Australians over the last
two years has been truly
remarkable," he said.

"Other  countries  have
had to pay for this kind of
progress with much higher
unemployment rates, and we
have managed to avoid that.
"Unemployment, the average
unemployment under this
government is the lowest of
any government in the last 50
years."

He also pointed to the
government’s modelling
that a household with two
average earners would be
7,200$ worse off without the
government’s stage three
tax cuts and the 275§ energy
bill discount, all policies the
Coalition did not support.
The figure assumes wages
would have grown by just
2.2 per cent a year under
a government led by
Peter Dutton (the average
growth under a Coalition
government), while wages
grew by 4.9 per cent a year
under Labor.

But it stopped short of calling
on RBA Governor Michelle
Bullock to cut interest rates,
saying "the prime minister
should not do anything that
even looks like directing the
Reserve Bank Governor "
to make a decision on interest
rates. They are independent.”

Markets are signalling that
Wednesday’s data will show
headline inflation has fallen
to 2.5 per cent, but the all-
important core figure is
expected to remain at 3.3 per
cent.

Ms Bullock has repeatedly
said the RBA will not cut
interest rates until inflation
is sustainably lowered to
its target range, with board
members prioritising  core
inflation  over  headline
inflation. In a speech in
November, Ms Bullock said
there was "still some way to

"

go".
"Indeed, over the past year,
some of the decline in

headline inflation has been
due to temporary factors such
as electricity discounts and
lower fuel prices," she said.
"While  these temporary
factors have undoubtedly
helped many Australians, our
approach is to look through
them to get a better sense of
where inflation is going to be
in the medium term.

"The best way to do that is
to look at core inflation. The
measure we usually use for
that is the average deflator,
and by that measure inflation
is still very high."

Treasurer David Ganetzky points
state debt

to huge increase in

Queensland’

s closely watched mid-year financial

and economic report released on Thursday showed the

)
state

172$ billion in last year’

s debt will reach 217.8$ billion by 2028.
The figures exceed the Labor government’

s budget.

The data suggests the state will face a significant deficit in

the coming years:

500$ million in the 26-2025 financial year.

s forecast of

6.9$ billion in the same year.

9.2$ billion in 27-2026, despite a previous forecast of a

surplus of 887$ million.

A projected surplus of 2$ billion for 28-2027 collapses to a

deficit of 9.2$ billion.

Treasurer David Ganetzky said the deficits would be the

largest in the state’ s history, eclipsing the 5.7$ billion

deficit in 20-2019 during the COVID19- pandemic.

Capital project costs are expected to rise from 107.3$

billion in the 25-2024 budget to 129.9$ billion by 28-2027.

The report therefore projects economic growth to slow

from %3 to %2.5 over 25-2024.

The unemployment rate is likely to remain steady at %4.25

through 26-2025.

The Treasurer also accused the Labor government of
“deceit” and making inaccurate budget forecasts.

He also said the new LNP-led government would take

a  “calm and methodical” approach to addressing the

current fiscal challenges.

Shadow Treasurer Shannon Fentiman has also accused

the current government of politically tweaking the figures,

saying the forecasts will be revised to improve revenues
and reduce debt later.

Queensland relies heavily on resource royalties, but these
are forecast to fall by 420$ million from previous forecasts,
to 8$ billion in 25-2024.

The decline is also driven by lower coal export volumes
and a faster-than-expected decline in coal prices, among
other economic factors.

Moreover, with Queensland’ s debt set to surpass
Victoria’ s projected net debt load of 188$ billion by
2028, the state faces significant fiscal and economic
challenges.

Per capita debtin the non-financial public sector is forecast
to rise from 23,000$ in 25-2024 to 40,000$ by 28-2027.

In contrast, Victoria’s per capita Pension Support
borrowing will reach 37,000$ over the same period.

(Policy failure in one photo: Fish
and chip shop selling grey market
cigarettes and NDIS services

A viral photo taken inside a local fish and chip shop perfectly
captures the "policy failure’ of Australian politics in one image.
Alongside burgers, chips and crisps, the image shows handwritten
signs taped to a takeaway counter advertising different types of
cigarettes - around 10 per cent cheaper than tobacconists - while
a notice next to the register reads, "Looking for an NDIS plan
manager? Ask for my business card.”

X user @SardineTruther posted the image on Saturday, writing,
'Can you believe your local fish and chip shop not only sells grey
market cigarettes at very reasonable prices, but also helps you
manage your NDIS plan? Australia really has it all.”

Have your say on The Great Aussie Debate. Take the poll here:
One person commented, "Does it renew student visas and asylum
apphcations with a side of chips?”

But does it offer property services?" asked another.

“Staggering,” wrote Brian Marlow, executive director of the
Australian Taxpayers’  Alliance.

Economist Stephen Hamilton said the picture showed
faﬂure of Australian policy in one plcture

“Informal markets, two ways,” he wrote. “Tax something
into oblivion to create an informal market. Prop something up in
the atmosphere to create an informal market. When are we going
to get serious about it?”

Mr Hamilton, an associate professor of economics at George

Washington University and a visiting fellow at the Tax and

Transter Policy Institute at the Australian National University,

has previously argued that Australia’ s bloated public sector is
stranglmg the private sector to death.”

“Over the past two years, 87 per cent of total employment growth
in the economy has beeninthe ‘non-market” sector — public
administration and safety, education and training, health care and
soc1al assistance — despite accounting for only 30 per cent of
]obs, he wrote in The Australian Financial Review last month.

“In the third quarter of September, this sector accounted for 91
per cent of total employment growth. When governments, as they
often do, point to strong employment figures to boast about the
jobs they have “created” | T usually roH my eyes. But under this
government, that claim is hterally true.”

Alarge part of that public spending has been driven by the massive
growth of the 49% billion National Disability Insurance Scheme
(NDIS). The Parliamentary Budget Office has forecast that the
cost of the NDIS will double to 100$ billion in the next 10 years,
eclipsing the superannuation.

In a final salvo at critics earlier this month, outgoing National
Disability Insurance and Government Services Minister Bill
Shorten boasted that more than 500,000 workers were receiving
income from the scheme he helped design.

“Since the formation of the NDIS, a new part of the Australian
economy has been created,”  Shorten told the Sydney Morning
Herald.

“The NDIS and its impact will be on a par with universal
superannuation and Medicare. “This is an example of Australian
exceptionalism — we look at the WOl’ld} s problems and come
up with a uniquely Australian answer.

Mr Shorten, who has stepped down as the MP for Maribyrnong to
take up a newrole as vice-chancellor of the University of Canberra,
has praised the program as helping to keep unemployment low in
Australia.

By comparison, about 314,000 people work in the mining industry
and 309,000 in agriculture.

“The National Disabil ity Insurance program employs more
people directly than the mining industry. It s been an unsung
hero in the decline in unemployment and emp loyment growth
over the past decade since it was established,” Mr Shorten said.
Australian Bureau of Statistics figures show the care economy
accounts for 16 per cent of employment, up from 12 per cent a
decade ago.

Veteran economist Chris Richardson told the newspaper that
the high growth was likely to mean fewer jobs were being created
elsewhere.

“The concept is great, but we” ve put a whole set of incentives
in place for state governments, for individuals, for clinicians, for

clients, for prov1ders that are begging people to do the wrong
thmg and they doit, he told the newspaper.

s been massively abused. You want to do the right thing

for people with disability, you want to do the rlght thing for
taxpayers. The mix that we have now, in my opinion, is still on an
unsustainable trajectory.”
The NDIS has been plagued by persistent reports of corruption
and waste, despite efforts by the federal government to crack
down on fraud and reduce spending growth from 20 per cent to
8 per cent.

“the



wﬁuulia b q'%’

2 =

Politics

Tuesday 28 January 2025 No. 204

Wong calls for unity «across
political differences on
Holocaust Remembrance Day

Australia’s foreign minister has delivered a message

urging unity ‘“across political differences” from
Auschwitz, where a delegation is marking the 80th
anniversary of the liberation ofthe concentration camp.
Auschwitz-Birkenau was the site of 1.1 million murders
by the Nazis, some 960,000 of them Jews. It was liberated
by the Soviets on January 27, which has since been
marked as International Holocaust Remembrance
Day.

Senator Wong, Attorney General Mark Dreyfus and
anti-Semitism envoy Gillian Segal are in Poland to
mark the anniversary, as the federal government deals
with a series of anti-Semitic attacks at home over the
summer.

Senator Wong said: "We are here to say, this will never
happen again."

"T would say at this time, we have to stand together
across Dbeliefs, across political differences, across
politics, we have to stand against prejudice, hatred and
anti-Semitism in all its forms.

"When we say never again, we must not only mean it,
we must put it into what we do as political leaders."

Mr Dreyfus, whose great-grandmother was among
those killed at Auschwitz, said the delegation was
preparing to condemn anti-Semitism in all its forms
and denounce it in Australia.

The federal government has faced criticism for its
response to a number of anti-Semitic attacks in recent
months, including the terror attack on the Adas Israel
synagogue in Melbourne, the attack on a synagogue in
Sydney, an attempted arson attack on a childcare centre
in Maroubra and several cases of anti-Jewish vandalism
of cars and homes.

Last week, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese convened
a national cabinet meeting at short notice, weeks after
Jewish lobby groups called for him to do so, and more
than a year after the coalition had initially called for a
meeting of the country’s governments.

But the coalition was unhappy with the outcome of that
meeting, which was an agreement to create a registry to
track anti-Semitic incidents.

On Friday, Opposition Leader Peter Dutton added
that he did not believe Senator Wong should lead
the delegation to Auschwitz because of the federal
government’s stance on Israel’s war in Gaza.

He suggested Senator Wong was "the most unsuitable
person” to represent Australia, saying Australia’s
relationship with Israel was "destroyed" and that
Senator Wong had "real issues on this issue".

Dutton did not specify what comments Senator Wong
had made that had disqualified her, but said Senator
Wong had taken positions at odds with Australia’s ally
the United States on Israel’s war.

When asked about Dutton’s criticism, Senator Wong
said it was not a day for politics.

However, Mr Dreyfus noted that it was "strange to
see attempts being made to politicise either Holocaust
remembrance or the fight against anti-Semitism".

"We need to take politics out of this," he said.

"It is a shared effort by all of humanity, to remember the
Holocaust, to remember the murder of six million Jews,
and to say' " never again." The Federal Government
has pledged 6.4$ million to build a National Holocaust
Education Centre in Canberra and provide an upgrade
to the Western Australian Holocaust Institute’s
Education Centre in Yukon.

Queensland Deputy Premier: Infrastructure

A row has broken out between the Queensland
Liberal National Party government and the
Commonwealth over federal funding for major
infrastructure projects, including the long-awaited
multi-billion dollar direct rail link to the Sunshine
Coast.

Queensland Deputy Premier and Infrastructure
Minister Jarrod Bleijie said he had received a "newly
revised" Infrastructure Prospects List (IPL), which
has not yet been released publicly, showing the
number of Queensland projects has been reduced
from 29 to seven.

The IPL maps out investment proposals for projects
of national significance at key stages of development.
Mr Bleijie said future stages of the Sunshine Coast
Railway extension — which links the Sunshine
Coast, Moreton Bay and Brisbane — as well as the
proposed Mooloolah River Interchange upgrade
and improvements to the state’s internal road
network were among the omissions.

Mr Bleijie has written to Federal Infrastructure
Minister Catherine King asking for "urgent
intervention" to reinstate the projects.

"It is unbelievable and senseless for the federal
government to withdraw these priority projects
from the funding list in the future,” he said. Ms King
rejected claims of any changes to funding, saying
there had been "no cuts”" to "active" infrastructure
projects in Queensland.

"Once projects are invested in, they are taken off the
listand new projects can be added to thelist," she said.
Infrastructure Australia is an independent advisory
body that "does not make funding decisions," she
said.

"The newly elected Queensland government can
provide input and advice to Infrastructure Australia
on additional projects to inform the priority list," she
said.

Mr Bleijie said Infrastructure Australia was ultimately

" h ald

projects at risk of federal funding cuts

"They are producing a report that goes to Catherine
King and the government for decisions," he said.

Infrastructure Australia said it was "currently
consulting on its infrastructure priority list and
has worked closely with the states and territories
throughout this process.”

Federal Treasurer Jim Chalmers said Mr Bleijie’s
comments were "ridiculous and laughable."

"This is because we recognise how important this
state is to our national economy," he said.

The Commonwealth "will continue to work with
the state government," he said. The Australian and
Queensland governments have each committed
2.75% billion to deliver the first stage of the Sunshine
Coast light rail line, which links Beerwah to
Caloundra.

Mr Chalmers said the government remained
"enthusiastic” and "committed" to the first stage.
Sunshine Coast Mayor Rosanna Natoli said any
potential funding cuts or delays to the rail line were
"concerning” in the run-up to the 2032 Brisbane
Olympic and Paralympic Games.

"We need public transport because our roads
are clearly going to be congested, they're already
struggling to cope,” Ms Natoli said.

"This infrastructure underpins our future." The
seven projects on the revised list include Bruce Road
upgrades, the Mount Isa-Townsville rail corridor
upgrade and the corridor maintenance for the
Salisbury-Beaudesert rail connection.

Opposition Leader Peter Dutton has made the same
tunding pledge as the government.

Mr Chalmers said the Bruce Highway repair
remained one of the Commonwealth’s "biggest
investments". Federal Labor is desperate to reclaim
seats from the Liberal National Party in Queensland
at the next election, with the coalition’s popularity
surging after its state election victory last year.
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Dutton is unlikely to read from Trumps
playbook as the election nears

The cameo role US President Donald Trump may play in
our imminent election campaign, both rhetorically and
practically, is the election wildcard that no-one can predict
— and it is making political hardheads increasingly nervous.
First there’s the unpredictability of Trump himself — will he
insert himself into our election campaign and freestyle about
"radical left" governments after being, potentially, drawn in
by leading and loaded questions framed by somebody like,
say, Nigel Farage? It’s not hard to see it happening. While
Albanese government ministers have been impressively
disciplined in their language about the new Trump regime
— avoiding any baiting to criticise — any expectation that
this protocol will be reciprocated is naive.

Opposition Leader Peter Dutton said last week that there
was "no doubt” in his mind that he would have a better
relationship with the new US president than the current
Labor government. Dutton said Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese had "obvious" philosophical differences with
Trump that put him at odds of having an effective and
productive relationship.

Dutton is clearly and undeniably more profoundly aligned
with Trump, from his anti-woke rhetoric to his harder line
on immigration levels, there are philosophical synergies that
he can no doubt amplify. But it is fanciful to believe that
Australian voters, who have consistently in surveys expressed
concerns about the rise of Donald Trump and Trumpism,
will be motivated to vote for Dutton on the basis that he
might — on partisan lines and philosophy — get along with
Trump better than our current PM.

Dutton may want to use some of Trump’s populist strategies,
but any suggestion he will cut and paste the entire Trump
playbook here is wrong. That became even clearer over the
past week.

That’s not to say that the Coalition isn’t emboldened by
what is a rolled gold backlash to progressive language and
causes — but there is selective picking and choosing going
on to create a distinctly Australian flavour that meets the
expectations of our electorate where compulsory voting still
plays a moderating role on what people are inclined to care
about.

There are two key moments that demonstrate that difference.
Peter Dutton shut down his Nationals counterpart’s
suggestion that Australia should "lean into" the gender
debate, after Trump’s executive order rejecting recognition
of transgender people in the United States.

David Littleproud, leader of the Nationals, said Australia
must also consider the issue of gender in light of Trump’s
move, declaring there were only two recognised genders
under the "biological reality of sex".

"We just need to take a deep breath on this, it doesn’t need to
getemotional. We just need to understand it also comes back
to respect, it comes back to respecting that biological basis
that we can’t get away from when we’re born," Littleproud
said.

"T think we can do that in a sensible way without vitriol,
without upsetting anyone, but just respecting there are some
changes I think in our society that we need to lean into."

But Dutton had something very different to offer: "Australia
is a sovereign nation, and as prime minister I'll act in our
country’s best interests, and T'll make decisions that I think
are in the best interests of all Australians," he said.

"We don’t have any plans to change our position in relation
to that issue.”

Dutton also signalled a Coalition government would not

N : .
follow Trump in withdrawing Australia from the Paris
Climate Accords, despite yet again, internal pressure to
do so. Dutton has argued Australia would be damaged
economically, including through the imposition of tariffs by
the Europeans and other nations by withdrawing from the
Paris accord.
Dutton’s path to victory is complicated without winning
back at least some of the seats his party lost under former
prime minister Scott Morrison to what have now become
Independent teal MPs. For some time there has been a view
that perhaps teal MPs will have a harder path to re-election
without the visceral electoral backlash to Scott Morrison.
There was a specific loathing of Morrison in the leafy parts
of Australia that was central to the campaign strategy in
those seats. Expect to see the fear of Trump and the idea
that Dutton will be Trump-lite being used to activate voters.
Already Climate 200, which provides funds to Teal MPs
to run their campaigns, has been using Trump’s brand to
fundraise.
Calling for donations on their website they promise to use
the money to "Trump-Proof" Australian politics.
"Dutton may have the support of fossil fuel billionaire Gina
Rinehart, who partied election night away with Trump at
Mar-a-lago, but independents have you" they say. "Every
pro-climate community independent who sits on the
crossbench is a crucial line of defence against Dutton’s
Trump-inspired agenda".
Not so subtle, but will it work?
The teals will zero in on fear of Trump — of which there is
plenty in parts of Australia that are motivated by issues like
climate change — but Labor is in a bind here.
How can they warn of Dutton’s "Trumpism" and at the same
time ingratiate themselves with the Trump administration?
Trumpism is no longer to be used as a derogatory term
by the government like it has been by some in the past —
those days are over — Trump’s ascendancy has rewritten
the politics. And there are parts of Trump’s America First
rhetoric that, despite Australians’ overall distaste for Trump
himself, do and will resonate here.
Director of Redbridge Group Kos Samaras told this column
that the same culture wars don’t translate in Australia, and
Dutton has been selective about what he will lean into.
"Australia is a much less religious country than the US. A lot
of what is common public political discourse in that country
on gender and fertility are seen by the majority of Australians
as deeply private matters".
Dutton is so far more strategic in when and how he uses
issues that fit in the culture war space — but there was some
evidence last week that the issues he does favour talking
about — including the debate around the date of Australia

Day — are being deftly avoided by the Labor Party.

There is no doubt that Australia Day — the date and flag
— have become polarising issues in Australia and the
defeat of the Voice and backlash against issues pertaining
to the Indigenous rights agenda have swung in favour of the
arguments Dutton has long been making.

But Albanese can see a booby trap a mile off and believes
that debates around the date of Australia Day suck oxygen
out of a government that wants to exclusively be talking
about cost of living and getting Australians ahead.
Albanese poked fun at Dutton for having a fight with an
imaginary friend when it comes to the annual Australia Day
debate. Responding to a question about polling from the
Nine papers that showed the majority of Australians do not
support changing the date of Australia Day, Albanese said
he was focused on the fullness and richness of the countryss
history.

Asked if he supported Duttonss call to boycott pubs that
refuse to celebrate Australia Day, the prime minister used
the strategy it poking fun at the opposition leader.

J sometimes think that Peter Dutton every year has a
tight with an imaginary friend over something that most
Australians are just getting on with, Australia Day,» he said.
«And one of the things that Australia Day celebrates is the
fact that we;re not a Soviet-style command system. You
know, like, just chill out! Get on with life.»

A senior Labor powerbroker told me he believed Dutton
would try to goad Labor into talking about issues outside
of cost of living, which Australians clearly care most about
and then accuse Labor of being obsessed with those other
issues.

They say they are on high alert and will vigorously avoid
being tricked into anything out of step with the main game
— people:s economic interests.

Dutton on the other hand knows that Australia isnt
interested in being a mini-America and you will hear the
word «sovereignty» from him to send the signal that he is
not interested in replicating a carbon copy of the Trump
agenda in Australia. Thats not to say that he wont try to
exploit a broader political vibe that is favouring politicians
on the right — but just how and when he does is worth
careful observation.

Over the weekend Dutton announced his new frontbench.
The reshuffle included a new «government efficiency»
portfolio to crack down on «wasteful spending» including
the «divisive Voice referendum». The current shadow
minister for Indigenous Australians, Senator Jacinta
Nampijinpa Price, will be its spokesperson in a move
which has eerie similarities to the new US Department of
Government Efficiency (Doge), led by Elon Musk.

Is this a new-found obsession for the Coalition? Not really,
when former prime minister Tony Abbott was first elected
there was also a focus on government efficiencies

But what matters now is timing. Dutton has made the
calculation that a frustration with «Canberra» and waste is
good politics. It could be — but it also risks the mother of
all scare campaigns from Labor that its a plan for slashing
and burning.

Patricia Karvelas is presenter of Q+A on Monday nights
on ABC TV, host of ABC News Afternoon Briefing at 4pm
weekdays on ABC News channel co-host of the weekly
Party Room podcast with Fran Kelly and host of politics
and news podcast Politics Now.



