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Care Services Australia

Your Plan
Your Way
Our Support

1300 455 322

L 4

Care Services
AUSTRALIA

Disability Services Support Co-ordination Home Care Services
Discover our Holistic Approach to your health Streamline your journey to empowerment with Elevate comfort with our Home Care services,
and wellbeing with our wide range of Disability our Support Coordination services, dedicated to offering personalized assistance, health
Services offered in Sydney, Melbourne and the facilitating and optimizing your access to monitoring, and companionship for enhanced
Gold Coast. essential support and resources. well-being in familiar surroundings.

We speak Your language...
We understand your culture

00000600000

Personal Meal Community Daily Living&  Domestic Registered Support Behaviour Well-Being Lawn Mowing
Care Preparation Participation Life Skills Services Nurses Coordination Support Activities Gardening

00000000060

Plan Allied Health Home Early Housing & Respite Supported Individualised Short Term Disability
Management Support Modification  Childhood Shelter Services Independent Living Housing Housing
Living

Discover Our holistic approach to Disabili
Services in Sydney, Melbourne, Gold Coast
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0449 146 961
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At Unified Societies Australia Incorporated, we believe in the power of unity and the strength of
diversity.

Our mission is to bring together various communities across Australia, fostering a sense of belonging

and shared identity.

We aim to educate individuals from all backgrounds on the importance of embracing Australian
values and the rule of law, ensuring that everyone feels at home in this great nation.

Join us in our efforts to promote understanding, respect, and collaboration among all Australians.

Through workshops, community events, and educational programs, we empower individuals to act
as proud Australians while celebrating their unique cultural heritage.

Together, we can create a harmonious society where everyone thrives.

Become a part of the movement today! Let’s work hand in hand to build a brighter future for all
Australians.

For more information, visit our website www.usac.asn.au
or contact us directly.
Together, we can make a difference!
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Experience authentic Egyptian cuisine e Sl s paall mabaall &y jadis adadicl

right at your doorstep. .AS,la duie L AW TYERS
Magda is ready to whip up a feast just for a3 ella (o daalg juaadil 53al daale
you. Order now and let the taste of Egypt ctelal] SU g yaall aalall pug Ul allsl
come to you!» T )

Magda Kitchen

Casserole: )
Okra Ué‘af‘i’
Moussaka dakea.
Perennial rice .o
Bechamel pasta e
Fish: s
ish: :dlacy]
fried <
grilled 6£
tray S
Lo
Fesikh ;‘-“9
stuffed: . e
cabbage ¢ s
grape leaves "

[ XYY w
eggplant " lasils
zucchini P
pepper Jf;
baked goods: el gada
cake Nk lis
Egyptian bread Lo

gyptian brea Gl G

soggy b

Pizza .

Koushari Sy

Sutherland Medical Centre and
Mankarios Skin Cancer Clinic

Services Are you ready to elevate your brand to new heights? Introducing NANA Design
- Co., your one-stop destination for all your creative needs!
Need eye-catching banners that capture attention and leave a lasting impres-

*Family Medicine.
*Child Health including Childhood

Immunizations. sion? Wesve got you covered!

*Women’s Health. Looking for business cards that exude professionalism and leave a lasting impres-
*Travel Medicine including Travel sion2 NANA Design Co. delivers stunning designs tailored to your unique style.
Immunizations.

Want i i i -
$Full Skin Examinations and ant to create a magazine that not only captivates your audience but also re

Treatment of Skin Cancers, flects your brandss identity2 Look no further! NANA Design Co. specializes in craft-
*Fully equipped procedure room. ing stunning magazine layouts that turn heads.

*Workers’ Compensation Injuries. Seeking a vibrant and engaging Flash player design that keeps your website visi-
*Pathology testing. tors hooked? Our team of experts will create an immersive digital experience that

*Pre-employment Medical
Examination.

*Comprehensive Medical
Assessments and Chronic Disease
Management,

*Psychology.

Established in 2002 by:
Dr Ramsis Farag, Dr Nabil Mankarios, Dr Mona Mikhail,
and Dr Faten Wassef.

Dr Nabil Mankarios is an experienced Skin Cancer Practitioner
who started working in this field in 1997.

(02) 9542 6277

sets your brand apart.

Have a special moment you want to preserve? Our Draw photo service will trans-
form your memories into stunning hand-drawn artwork, capturing the essence of
those precious moments.

Here at NANA Design Co., we pride ourselves on delivering exceptional designs
that leave a lasting impact. Wewre passionate about bringing your ideas to life,
creating designs that are not only visually stunning but also strategically crafted to
help your business succeed.

So, what are you waiting forg Contact us today and let NANA Design Co. trans-
form your brandhs image. Were ready to take your business to new heights!

Call now on

0499 910 365

admin@nanadesignaustralia.com
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MIX TRADING “VA1X Trading online

uw

The best Online Shopping in Australia

v Mix Trading online Offers the best price and
fastest shipping.
for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.
You can shop online for great deals on a budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365
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PRD Real Estate Liverpool

Address | 71-73 Scott Street, Liverpool NSW 2170
Phone | 02 9732 4444

Email | Liverpool@prd.com.au

Trading Hours

Monday to Friday | 9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday | 9:00 - 4:00 pm 2

Sunday | Closed

-
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CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care.

Liverpool

¥ Start Saving Today'

—— ONLINE &

REDEEM

Earn 1 Point for every $ you spend. For every 167

' : ry
points you'll eam a $5 reward off future purchases. SIGN UP TODAY -

Specialised Services
Simple and streamlined methods of providing specialised medication for Fertility
Clinics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surgeries and more. Save & Deliver Pharmacy
IS equipped with the equipment to cold store medications, deliver regular order
prescriptions and compound medications for doctors and patients.
Many of these services are provided at no extra cost to your clinic and at
discounted and affordable prices. We personalise our services to meet your
individual clinic’s and patients requirements to maintain customer satisfaction.

piscount piscount piscount
CincottaChemist CincottaChemist j CincottaChemist
Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care.
279 Macquarie St 884 Anzac Parade 1/7 Munmorah Cct

Liverpool NSW 2170 Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529
T. (02) 9821 1942 T. (02) 9349 1602 T. (02) 4296 5548
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Allan government and Melbourne
City Council refuse to deviate from
existing Australia Day policies

The state government
and Melbourne City
Council will not deviate
from existing Australia
Day policies this year,
despite an uptick in

public  support  to
celebrate the national
day.

Staff in parliament and
Town Hall will also have
the option to work on
the Australia Day public
holiday and substitute it
for another day off on a

date of their choosing.
"The Victorian
government  supports

Australia Day and we
fund a range of free
events for families,"
a government
spokesperson said.

"We know the day
means different things
to different people and
that’s something we can
all be respectful about."
Government-funded
events include a range
of family activities at
Federation Square, in
addition to the annual
-21lgun  salute at the
Shrine of Remembrance,
the RAAF flyover and the
Flag Raising Ceremony

L 4

and Open Day at
Government House.
There will once again be
no parade in Melbourne,
after the annual Australia
Day march through the
city was shelved during
the pandemic.
Enterprise  bargaining
agreements for staff in
government and council
allowed them to take days
off at different points
of the year, rather than
celebrating on January
26, spokespeople for
both councils confirmed.
While the City of
Melbourne will  host
citizenship ceremonies
on Australia Day, it is
still  council’s  official

position to advocate for
the federal government
to change the date of the
national holiday away
from January 26.

"The City of Melbourne
will host nine citizenship
ceremonies in 2025 -
including on January 26,"
a council spokesperson
said.

"Under the
Melbourne’s enterprise
agreement, employees
can substitute any public
holiday for an alternative
paid leave day of their
choice."

The refusal to change
policy from both the
state government and
the City of Melbourne

City of

comes after a new report
from the Institute of
Policy Affairs revealed an
uptick in public support
for celebrating Australia
Day on January 26.

The IPA’s annual survey
of sentiment towards
the holiday 69 per cent
of Australians agreed
with  the  statement,
"Australia Day should
be celebrated on January
26," an increase of six per
cent from 2024.

That led IPA deputy
executive director Daniel
Wild to declare there had
been a "vibe shift" among
the public in favour of
celebrating the national
holiday on the same day
the First Fleet landed in
Port Jackson in 1788.
Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton has made the
date of Australia Day an
election issue, pledging
to force councils to hold
citizenship  ceremonies
on January 26.

More than 30 per cent
of Victorian councils
will opt to not celebrate
Australia Day in any
form, including hosting
citizenship ceremonies.

Victoria’s 1.7$bn myki upgrade facing turmoil after
company exit, credit card tap-and-go years away

Victoria” s 1.7$bn public
transport ticketing upgrade
is in turmoil, with tap-and-
go travel using credit cards
or smart devices still years
from being rolled out across
trains and trams.

The Sunday Herald Sun
can reveal that part of the
consortium overseeing the
myki revamp has walked
away from the lucrative
deal, and that key project

milestones are  months
behind schedule.
Insiders say the fresh

crisis, which follows a legal
dispute between the project
and the state over costs and
technological issues, risks
further delays and blowouts.
A-15year contractto update
the troubled myki system
and progressively introduce
new technology was won by
US-based giant Conduent
Transportation in  mid-
2023, which partnered with
Australian tech company

Convergint.
The deal included
introducing  technology

to allow travel using credit
cards, phones and smart
watches — which is already
in place in Sydney, Brisbane

international

and many
cities — so that passengers
could ditch their 6$ plastic
myki cards.
But

representative  on

Convergint” s
the
project board abruptly
resigned in December, with
Conduent now set to buy
out that company’ s stake
in the deal.

It is understood Conduent
would need to subcontract
parts of the project to get it
back on track and has hired
consultants to advise on a
restructure, which would
require approval from the
Allan government.

It is the latest crisis to hit
the 1.7$bn myki upgrade

project, which was bogged
downby a legal dispute last
year between the state and
Conduent over a proposed
contract variation.

That dispute has been
settled, but it is unclear
whether more money was
poured into the project as a
result.

The initial myki
development  came in
550$m over budget at about
1.5$bn, with  Auditor-
General  John  Doyle
slamming weaknesses in the
original contract back in
2015.

Only one trial of contactless
ticketing  technology  has
begun in regional Victoria,

on a local bus network in

Wangaratta.
A government
spokesperson declined

to say whether the legal
settlement with Conduent
would add to the project
budget, butsaid any changes
to the project board would
not impact costs.

“Any changes to the board

of the Conduent Victoria
Ticketing System will not
impact the cost or delivery
timeline of the ticketing
rollout,” e said.
Senior transport sources
said there was no doubt the
legal and corporate chaos
surrounding the deal would
have financial implications
and would impact
passengers, however.

Tt s going to run late,
and cost more,  one said.
Opposition public transport
spokesman Matthew
Guy said the government

“deserves _ points  for
con51stency

Every transport project
this ~ government  has

touched over the last decade
is either delayed, dodgy, or
blown out,” Mr Guy said.

Convicted murderer Alicia Schiller
pens disturbing ‘devil devotion’
poem while behind bars

A callous killer who was given the green light to undergo
IVF treatment while behind bars has penned a disturbing
poem detailing her “devotion” to the devil as she
stabbed a mother of three to death.

The Sunday Herald Sun understands Alicia Schiller wrote
the poem “Time Is Not Forever’ during an education
class at Dame Phyllis Frost Centre last year.

A prison source said the -66 1word piece was highly praised
by the teacher.

“They ran an education program called creative writing
to which each person was asked to write something about
an event in their life and it was presented to the class,”
they said.

The teacher of the class found hers to be particularly

interesting and gave the rest of the inmates a copy.
In the poem, Schiller detailed the moment she stabbed her
Geelong housemate Tyrelle Evertsen-Mostert in a drug-
fuelled rage in 2014.

Why that night did I take that knife,”

Why did I take advice from f---wits.

she wrote.

“Coz in the grand scheme of things they didn’ t mean
shit.

I should” ve taken my own advice.

“Tknew that night I should” ve thought twice.”
The convicted murderer said she had ~devotion” to the
devil.

The devil looked at me and I had a glance,”  she wrote.

“T drank from the potent potion.

“Then I had the devil” s devotion I made a mistake that
cost my life

“I can never take back that f---ing mght
Schiller was sentenced to 20 years in prison with a non-
parole period of 16 years in 2017 after she was found guilty
of murder.
While under the influence of ice, the -25year-old jumped
on Ms Evertsen-Mostert” s bed and stabbed her three
times with a knife after she discovered the mum of three
had taken 50$ from her room to buy drugs.
Ms Evertsen-Mostert” s four-year-old son was inside the
home when she was violently killed.
In her poem, Schiller said her life was ruined because of

rats

“Your character shred to f------ tats,”

‘ . Your whole life gone because of rats.
“I never really thought about the game.
Untll it was too late in psychosis insane.

Set up for a knock that was their plan see.
plan B.

“20 years I copped from the judge yeah.”
It comes as Schiller abandoned her plans to undergo IVF
last year after huge community backlash over her bid to

she said.

have a baby behind bars.
Tyrelle’ s mother, Jo Evertsen- Mostert, said the
decision to allow Schiller IVF was “ludicrous”  and

dlsgustmg

It s criminal that this animal could be allowed to have
another child,”  she said.

“This is a joke. How many more women are going to try
the same?”
The revelation prompted concerns for the wellbeing of the
future child who would have to be raised in jail until it was
five years old.
Questions were also raised about the huge cost to taxpayers
of the child” s care in prison, despite Schiller saying she
would use a windfall from a property sale to pay for the
treatment and the expense of being escorted to treatment
sessions.
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‘Outrageous’: Here’s where to find
Sydney’s most profltable meter

Clover Moore’s  City
of Sydney council is
raking in millions of
dollars  from  street
parking meters, it can be
revealed, but the Lord
Mayor has been asked
to forsake the revenue
goldmine  to  help
revitalise the city.

The Sunday Telegraph
can reveal the City of
Sydney’s highest earning
parking meters raised
more than 180,000
each last financial year,
as part of a whopping
41.5$ million in parking

revenue raised across
the city.

The highest earning
parking  meter last

financial year was on
Hickson Rd in Dawes

Point, with meter
number 22240 raising
almost  190,000$ in

revenue to June 30.
Meters along Hickson

Road — home to
ritzy restaurants,
performance theatres,
hotels and lookouts

— earned almost 2.6%
million in total.

Crown St in Surry Hills
was the second-highest-
earning street, at 1.3$
million, with Sussex Stin

the city coming in third
at 1.2$ million.

Sydney spokeswoman
confirmed that revenue
raised from streetside
parking meters covered
the cost of maintaining
the meters, which this
financial year will cost
3.7$ million.

But there are now calls
for Mss Moore’s council
to cut the cost of parking
to help revitalise the city.
"Nobody expects free
parking, however,
some of these roads are
paved in gold,"” NRMA

spokesman Peter
Khoury said.

"Charging premium
rates for people to

park on the street and

thén them

charging
to cover the councils

administration costs
is a business model
that would be the envy
of every rate-paying
business in the CBD.
"We want people to
come into the city and
spend their money in
local businesses, not on
council administration
costs." Business Sydney
Executive Director Paul
Nicolaou slammed high
parking fees as a "de
facto congestion tax" on
the city.

"Most  people  just
cannot come into the
city because it is to
expensive, and one of
the things that is driving

business away from
the city is the cost of
parking," he said.
Motorists parked on
Sydney’s highest-
earning street this week
were outraged at the
amount of money raised
by a single meter.

Most had forked out
16.40$, the maximum
amount, for two hours
of parking.

Sarah Saelens, 41, was
taking her one-year-old
son Louan to one of the
kids’ colouring events
at the nearby Sydney
Festival.

When told the meter
she had used racked up
a whopping 187,872.20$
in the last financial year,
she said it made her

angry.
'l didn’t realise
how much money
(the machine) was
making. (Parking) is
always expensive, but
almost  200,000$," the

Cremorne local said.

Luke Hall, 60, works as
a contractor for Flick
Pest Control and said he
was constantly paying
for parking around the
Harbour City due to a
lack of loading zones.

TheSauce:MPJennyLeong slammedforlukewarm
response to Newtown Synagogue attack

The  vandalism  and
attempted arson of a
synagogue in Sydney’s

inner west has exposed a
glaring double standard in
the response of the local
Greens MP Jenny Leong.

After taking 18 hours to
condemn Nazi graffiti
— but not the attempted
arson — on the Newtown
Synagogue, The Sauce
can reveal that Leong has
not asked local police for
a briefing into the attack,
now being investigated by
the counter-terror squad.
That is extremely unusual;
local MPs routinely seek
information from police
about incidents in their
own electorate.

The apparent failure to
seek a briefing also flies
in the face of Leong’s
previous response to anti-
social behaviour in her
own backyard.

"I am not in Sydney at
the moment and have
just heard about vile hate
symbols graffitied on the
Newtown Synagogue.
This is unacceptable," she
said on social media at
10.25pm Sydney time —
18 hours after the attack.

"Nazi symbols are not

okay — ever. Not In
Newtown, not anywhere."

Leong’s  condemnation
failed to reference the
attempted  arson = —

and her response pales
in comparison to her
condemnation of other
incidents.

Not being in Sydney did
not stop Leong from
jumping on Instagram
for an emergency live
broadcast - from
Korea — to condemn a
"Christian Lives Matter"
protest group last year.
She even said she was "so
sick to my stomach that
I am not there" to offer
help on the scene — a

sentiment not expressed
after the synagogue attack.
"Refusing to even get
a briefing from Police
about an  attempted
terror attack on her own
local constituents is a
deliberate dereliction of
duty," Labor Inner West
Council Mayor Darcy
Byrne told The Sauce.
"Worse still, local Jewish
peopleareunderstandably
concerned that Ms Leong
would have done more
it any other group had
been attacked, but is
missing in action when
it comes to combating
and condemning violent
antisemitism in her own
seat."

Leong s office said that
in addition to her social
media post, the MP had
written to the synagogue’s
leaders to offer support.
The industrial action that
sent Sydney’s trains laid
bare the fragile nature
of the rail network and
exposed deep divisions
between  the  Labor
government and  the
Union movement.

But  even  seasoned
industrial negotiators got
more than they bargained
for during a tense online
hearing at the Fair Work
Commission on Monday.
The Sauce has been told
that one Rail, Tram and
Bus union delegate dialled
into the meeting, held via
video link, while casually
rearranging a sunlounge

on the back deck.

We're told the railwayman
was clad in nothing but a
colourful pair of Speedos.

Presumably he listened to
the hearing while catching
some rays; union delegates
get a full-day’s pay, care of
taxpayers, to go oft-roster
to participate in serious
bargaining sessions.

NSW hate speech laws set to
be changed next month in the
wake of anti-Semitic attacks

Changes designed to strengthen NSW hate speech laws
are set to be introduced to parliament as soon as February,
in response to an escalation of anti-Semitic attacks across
Sydney.

Speaking in Western Sydney on Sunday, Premier Chris
Minns indicated strengthening Section 93Z of the Crimes
Act, would be one of the first items on the legislative agenda
when parliament returns in February.

Section 93Z outlaws the incitement of violence on grounds
of race, religion, gender and sexual orientation.

The move to further change state hate speech laws comes
after a spate of anti-Semitic attacks across Sydney on
Synagogues and homes, including the firebombing of cars
in Dover He1ghts The former home of Executive Council
of Australian Jewry co-chief Alex Ryvchin was targeted
during the incident.

Mr Minns said he regretted not strengthening hate
speech laws sooner, despite a review commissioned by
the government finding no changes to the laws should be
made.

I" ve become increasingly of the view that the initial
sparkisn’ tsomeone going toa synagogue or a house and
lighting a match — the initial spark is hate speech in our
commumty, he said.

‘Our government is going to make the decision soon, a
difficult decision, but the right one *** to strengthen hate
speech laws in NSW so that if someone is preaching hatred
in the community it doesn” t manifest itself two or three
months later in a firebombing or an attack or something
worse.

The Premier has indicated part of the changes to the hate
speech laws could include making incitement to hatred
and vilification a criminal offence. Currently it can only
be pursued in civil courts, requiring a private prosecution
from the targeted individual.

The decision to pursue reform comes after a nine-month
review conducted by the NSW Law Reform Commission
into Section 93Z recommended in November last year
that no changes to the state” s hate speech laws should be
made, despite there being just a sole conviction in six years.
The review cited a lack of consensus, existing offences and
possible infringements of freedoms, as reasons the laws
should not be strengthened.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said on Sunday he had
spoken to the Executive Council of Australian Jewry co-
chief Alex Ryvchin after his former home was attacked
last week, and said more work was needed to fight anti-
semitism in the community.

“We’ re determined to stamp this out — there is no
place in Australia for anti-Semitism — there is no place for
the sorts of outrageous acts that we have seen,” he said.

We will continue to take whatever action is within our
power in order to stamp this out.”

Jewish groups have welcomed Mr Minns’ s promises that
changes to hate speech laws will be top of the legislative
agenda this year.

Jewish Board of Deputies president David Ossip said the
laws were currently too weak to achieve prosecutions.

“It is unacceptable that individuals have been able to call
for acts of violence against other Australians based on their
race or religion without consequence, " he said.

“We’ ve now clearly seen that what starts with rhetoric
doesn” t end with rhetoric ~ it ends with the violent
scenes we’ ve seen in Sydney and Melbourne in recent
times.”



Tuesday 21 January 2025 No. 202

Economy

@u‘ﬂ.liﬂ b %

S E

‘Struggling’: Mum’s viral
admission reveals just how
tough Aussies are doing it

As the cost of living
crisis rages and young
families are struggling,
one mum’ s raw money
admission has exposed
just how hard it has
become.

When Jordana Mintz,
28, decided to become

a  mother, she felt
“mentally”  ready and
had done all the right
things.

She had a full-time job as
a lawyer, while her partner
is a teacher and they both
telt prepared.
They” d purchased their
home and borrowed
around 200,000$ less than
the bank said they could
because they were cautious
about not overextending.
The -28year-old certainly
didn” t think they’ d
be rich, but felt secure
knowing they” d
managed to save some
extra money during the
pandemic.
She figured they” d be
comfortable, and financial
stress wouldn” t be a
huge part of their lives as
they enjoyed being first-
time parents.
In a powerful clip that
instantly resonated online,
Ms Mintz said she felt like
she was “fighting”  for
her life financially.
The -28year-old said she
was constantly plagued
with  concerns  about
money and felt a sense of

_pure desperation” .

“Al. " m thinking
about is what [ can do
increase our income as a
family,” she admitted.
The  young  worker
admitted all of her savings
were gone and she was
now living  paycheck
to paycheck with her
partner, despite the pair
holding down stable, well-
paymg]obs

T didn’ t know how
hard it was going to be,”
she said.

“I” mat the point where
I’ m like, I don’ t even
want the house. I want to
put it on the market take
the money, and run.

Ms Mintz said she was
now considering moving
back in with her parents
and renting out her
property to try and get
away from the constant
“heavy”  feeling  of
worrying about money

Shee falt like she was ina solid place to become a mum,
Picture: TikTok{JordanaMinl

or knowing if she” s paid
late she won” t be able to
buy food or fuel.

The -28year-old said she
hoped by sharing her story
she could make others
who were “struggling”
and in the same boat as
her feel less alone.

Her raw financial
admission struck a chord
online and gave other
young people a chance to
share their own financial
struggles that are eating
away at them.

“Itis the daycare fees that
are killingmeand I can’ t
afford to stay home with
them one shared.

“It’ s always been my
dream to be a young mum
in my 20s but I feel like
it won’ t be possible in
today” s economy,”
another said.

‘T m a single mum!
It" s rough out here. I
work seven days a week,
and I have two jobs. My
rent alone is 650$ a week.
How are we meant to
“someone

sustain this?
else asked.
«
It’ honestly

exhausting, like we’ re
panicking cause back to
school and how much
uniform costs and just
the general cost of living.
It" s just insane trying
to give krds a life in this
economy, one shared.
“It" s criminal  that
our generation are being
forced to choose between
being able to house and
feed ourselves comfortably
or having children,
another pointed out.
“Literally dying. Feeling
the exact same. I have
three littles, and my hubby
works, and [ stay at home.
It s a killer. No outside
activities. We had our
third thinking we’ d be
so fine. Yeah nah! Not
thriving just surviving.”
Ms Mintz told news.

g ﬂy,;/mfﬁ#

has made it sohard. Pictus

com.au the cost of
hvmg crisis  felt hke a
“collective  pile-on,”
with everything from her
mortgage to groceries to
utilities becoming more
expensive.
When she got pregnant,
she and her partner were
“optimistic” that
interest rates would come
down, but they ve
stayed stagnant for over a
year.
Ms Mintz pointed out
that people were generally
able to  “build up
their ~ savings  during
the pandemic, but now
Aussies were “hitting the
pomt Where they have
“exhausted”  their pool
of savings.
The -28year-old said she
crunched the numbers
recently and discovered
that their mortgage eats
up 35 per cent of both
her and her partner’ s
fortmghtly salaries, which,
in her opinion, puts them
in mortgage stress.”

That 15, with a
mortgage  that isn” t
“ridiculous,”  proving
that it is impossible for
people now.
‘Itissosad,” she said.
Financial comparison

website Finder has found
that living in Australia as a
young family right now is
more expensive in almost
all aspects.

As of December 2024, the
cash rate target has been
held at 4.35 per cent, and
it hasn’ t budged since
November 2023.

To add some perspective,
the cash rate in December
2022 was 3.10 per cent,
so not only has it jumped
quite a bit to 4.35 within a
year, but it has held.

The  average  weekly
grocery spend of a family
has also increased by an
extra 1456$ a year, and
the average monthly

mortgage payment has
increased by 351$ since
2021 — equivalent to an
extra 4,212$ per year.
Meanwhile the average
monthly rent payment
for a family of four has
increased by 298$ since
2021 — an extra 3,576$
per year.

Late last year, Finder also
released research  that
found that the minimum
household income
required to afford the
mortgage for an average
Australian ~ house s
182,0008, while those
owning units need about
130,0008.

One in three homeowners
also struggled to pay
their home loans in
December, and 16 per
cent of mortgage holders
have missed at least one
repayment in the last six
months.

Financial expert Sarah
Megginson told news.
com.au that for young

famﬂies it is a really
challengmg time.
“The rising cost of

living, including housing,
childcare and groceries,
puts so much pressure on

budgets 7 she said.
“Plus, we’ ve just had
Christmas, and many

families are planning for
back to school costs.
It s an expensive time of
year.”

Ms Megginson said the
best thing to do in times
like this is to try to save
where and when you can,
but this does involve some
extra work.

“When you’ re doing
your grocery shopping,
look at the half-price
specials and plan meals
around what’ s on sale;
also consider joining the
supermadfet rewards
program,”  she said.

‘But the even bigger
savings ~ come  from
comparing  household
bills. Set aside a few hours
to compare your energy
plan, internet bill, phone
plans, car  insurance
and more. You can save
hundreds of dollars by
switching to a different
brand.

“At the very least — call
your current  providers
and ask if they can give
you a better deal.”

Latest contender in

Australia’s fast-food

wars is a red head
with pigtails

Fast-food experts say there are serious real estate and
economic constraints on Wendy s operating in Australia
as the iconic franchise opens its first new store.

The new shop marks the return of Wendy’ s after its
Australian stores were shut 40 years ago. The restaurant
opened on Queensland” s Sunshine Coast on Wednesday,
attracting hundreds of customers.

The new restaurant is on the same beachfront block as
another US franchise — owned by Hollywood A-lister
Mark Wahlberg — and industry experts say it will be a
tough road for Wendy’ s to compete with McDonald” s,
Hungry Jack” s and the other big players already in the
domestic market.

Wilsons Advisory head of research James Ferrier told
NewsWire that Wendy” sbrought nothing newto Australia.

“Wendy’ s core menu of burgers does not offer a major
point of differentiation in a market already dominated by
established players like KFC, McDonald” s and Hungry
Jack” s,” Mr Ferrier said.

“The brand will need to focus on attributes that drive
consumption in (quick service restaurants), including
delivering value and convenience, in order to carve out a
meaningful share of this market.”

Planning costs and wages are key hurdles for restaurants in
Australia. Planning approvals were quicker in the US, Mr
Ferrier said. Wages are exceptionally higher here.

“While Australian consumers demonstrate ~strong
enthusiasm for quick-service restaurants (QSR), with a high
number of stores per capita, the market is more concentrated
compared to the USA, with fewer brands dominating the
landscape,”  Mr Ferrier said.

An effective all-round proposition to consumers would be
key, he said.

“Success depends on delivering a compelling menu, brand
positioning, and marketing strategy that resonates with
local consumers. Additionally, the ability to secure prime
locations is critical.

But there is a road map for success in Australia. Most fast-
food chains run between 20 and 200 stores in Australia.

“Estabhshmg a base of 50-20 stores with attractive unit
economics will be a crrtrcal first step in proving the viability
of the brand in Australia,” Mr Ferrier said.

“With some moderate success, Wendy” s could aim for
a presence of up to, 200 stores before setting its sights on a
target north of 500.”

Founded in Ohio in the 1960s, there are now 7000 Wendy s
worldwide. The red-headed girl on the logo is modelled
after the founder” s daughter.

US-based Flynn Group purchased the master franchise
rights for Wendy~ s Australia in August 2023. The company
also bought the Australian Pizza Hut master licence a month
earlier and oversees those 260 stores.

The group owns and operates more than 2700 businesses
across Applebee” s, Arby” s, Taco Bell, Wendy’ s and
Planet Fitness in the US, Australia and New Zealand.

This week, Flynn Group executive Lauren Leahy
acknowledged establishing Wendy’ s would be a challenge.

“Wendy” s embraces a challenger mindset, and we think
Australians do too,”  she said in a statement.

“We’ reproudto bring a fresh approach to the Australian
food scene. The Wendy~ s brand was built on doing things
differently, from square hamburgers to bemg one of the
most talked about brands on social media.

Wendy’ shad 11 stores in Australia more than 40 years ago,
but they closed in the early 1980s. The companies involved
have vaguely floated reaching a target of 200 Australian
stores this time around.

Wendy” s declined to comment when asked about the
economics of trying to build a foothold now.

Domino’ s and Guzman y Gomez both declined to
comment on a new major player entering the Australian
market, as did Hungry Jack” s owner Competitive Foods
Australia, sort of.

“We will not respond to the opening of Wendy’ s. The
recent failures of 5 Guys and Carl” s Jr plans to grow are
matters that Wendy’ s will have to address in their plans
to grow proﬁtably in a competitive market,” Competitive
Foods managing director Jack Cowin told NewsWire.
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Albanese>s Bruce Highway announcement got as agood a response
as he could)ve hoped for — and not a virtue signal in sight

If you were constructing your federal election bingo card,
the first thing you would put it on it at every election — for
at least several of the last decades — would be "The Bruce
Highway".

The 1,700 kilometre-long artery that connects Queensland’s
south-east to the far north is still, in equal measure, a lousy,
often treacherous piece of road and a regular stop for
politicians to announce spending decisions to fix bits of it.
One thing you can definitely say about the Bruce Highway
— and improving it — is it’s not "woke". It’s not an "elitist
issue”, or even part of the "progressive agenda of affluent
elites”.

Another thing you can say about it is that our current prime
minister could bore for Australia on almost every inch of
the road.

Anthony Albanese is a former infrastructure minister and
maintains a freakish level of knowledge of intersections,
roundabouts, truck laybys and overtaking lanes, and the
history of funding and development proposals for them.
Woe betide the journalist travelling with him this week
who sought to challenge him on some particular bit of road
funding history.

Here was a man totally confident on his turf and brooking
no smarty pants.

Albanese’s start to his 2025 election campaign came as Justin
Trudeau’s prime ministership hit the fence and Elon Musk
became the world’s biggest political oxygen thief by buying
into UK politics and that of Germany.

Cue lots of reflections on how Trudeau was just the latest
"virtue signaller” political leader to fall from grace, and the
ominous warnings that spelt for Albanese.

Musk’s increasingly erratic interventions in European
politics signalled the wild way politics might unfold in 2025.
But all of it only served to highlight how "bread and butter"
has been the PM’s start to his year. The only virtues he was
signalling were that a better road may in time save hundreds
of lives.

Having agreed to break his government’s own policy of only
funding roads with the states on a 50/50 basis and agreeing
to stump up 7.2$ billion — or 80 per cent of the estimated
total cost of upgrading the road — the prime minister even
got the enthusiastic endorsement for the announcement of
still very new Queensland LNP Premier David Crisafulli.
For such a big announcement, everyone seemed a little
vague about how exactly the spending would unfold.

The PM said on Monday that the announcement "we were
planning to make was put in the Mid-Year Economic
Forecast" (that is, it was accounted for in the mid-year
budget update last month).

Finance Minister Katy Gallagher told 7.30 on Wednesday
that the cost "will be reflected in the next budget update, as
they come into those forward estimates years".

These statements could both well be true: any road project
— particularly the series of individual projects involved
in fixing the Bruce Highway — takes a really long time
(though Infrastructure Minister Catherine King said this
week that she would like to see it completed by the time of
the Brisbane Olympics in 2032).

That means there may well be some funding put aside
already in the budget for the next four years, and then the
rest of it will be funded "beyond the forwards", as they say
in budget land.

But as of Friday afternoon, getting clarity on just how much
would be spent was rather difficult. Crisafulli says he will be
bringing forward the state government’s own spending on
the highway. It will ultimately be up to the state government
to decide where the money is spent and in what order.

The Bruce Highway was put on Infrastructure Australia’s
priority list in 2016 and [A appears to have since assessed
around 10 different projects along the highway for merit
(albeit being somewhat lukewarm about some).

The Queensland government is now setting up a different
advisory council to determine priorities, a council which
the premier says is going to be there to "take the politics” out
of decision making.

It’s all a bit nerdy and uninteresting, unless you happen to
live along the Bruce Highway.

There was a rare broad-based endorsement of the decision
from various Queensland stakeholders this week.

The exception was the federal opposition, which seemed
to have several positions on the announcement running
roughly from Peter Dutton’s reported endorsement of
it ("we thought of it first") to Angus Taylor suggesting
the Coalition would want to make its own decisions and,
besides, the budget can’t really afford it anyway.

For a government that’s not exactly flavour of the month in
the Sunshine State, it was as good a response as you could
have hoped for.

The significant part of it, though, is that it sounds like work
will start sooner rather than later, meaning it is not just
another one of those promises politicians make and are
never heard of again.

It was equally striking that as Albanese then ventured into
the Northern Territory and Western Australia, it was to
announce projects — particularly in housing infrastructure
and community housing — that had started or were literally
going to start straight away. "Sod turning” was a regular
phrase on the trail.

A PM more regularly associated with inner-city Sydney was
also out on cattle stations and announcing new facilities to
allow international trade from ports in the north west.

All in all, it wasn’t so much pork barrelling promises as
trying to demonstrate that the government was actually
doing things.

"Virtue signalling” — for which many would read the
Indigenous Voice to Parliament as a conspicuous example
— was nowhere to be seen.

WhatwasPeter Duttondoinginthemeantime? The Coalition
seems to be concentrating its efforts on communicating via
social media — for example, in an Instagram post from the
opposition leader in which he talks through five policies he
says voters might not have heard about.

These were restoring 20 psychology sessions to Medicare;
a 5% billion housing infrastructure fund; rebalancing
migration; more GPs to outer suburbs and "our zero
emission nuclear energy policy".

There wasn’t exactly a lot of detail.

If there was any virtue signalling going on this week, it was
signalling of a very different nature as yet another tussle for
the conservative control of the Liberal Party erupted, this
time in NSW.

Former prime minister Tony Abbott wrote a glowing
reference for repeat Liberal Party candidate (and former
ALP national president) Warren Mundine to contest the
seat of Bradfield on Sydney’s North Shore after frontbencher
Paul Fletcher announced his retirement from politics.

The seat is widely expected to go to an independent "teal"
candidate.

Abbott described Mundine as "the national hero who
helped to lead the fight against Labor’s divisive Voice".

"In the face of a green-left Labor government that’s broken
promises and is in thrall to the climate cult and identity
politics, we really owe it to the Australian people to
demonstrate that we can be a steady, sensible, and strong
alternative committed to lower taxes, greater freedom and
smaller government but above all deeply patriotic and
passionately Australian,” Abbott said.

It might be a message that appeals to parts of the Liberal
base — though Abbott’s intervention has only further riled
moderates angry over his interventions in Victoria.

Butit’s not clear how the voters of Bradfield (who are already
seen as likely to vote teal) will feel about a candidate backed
by someone who speaks of "the climate cult".

The ceasefire in the Israel-Hamas war is welcome, but the world
needs to find a way to stop the confllct from reigniting

As welcome as a ceasefire
the world should not

Donald Trump says on
social media thisisan "EPIC" s,

the problem, and the root
cause of the problem is still,
in the whole of the Middle

could take the land currently
lived in by Palestinians.

ceasefire deal. So big that he
put epic in capital letters.

It is nothing of the sort.

In the short-term, the
ceasefire in the Israel-Hamas
war is of course welcome.
The remaining 98 hostages,
taken by Hamas in the
October 7 atrocities, will be
returned to their families.
Tragically, many of these are
believed to have died while
in Gaza.

On the Palestinian side, it
will be a welcome relief after
15 months of one of the
most heavy bombings of a
densely populated area in
modern times.

Gaza is now a humanitarian
catastrophe and its
rebuilding could take a
generation.

celebrate for long. In the
broader sweep of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, this is
yet another Band-Aid on a
badly bleeding patient.

The world needs to finally be
serious about trying to find a
solution to this decades-old
conflict.

As bruised and damaged
as the model of a two-state
solution is, it remains the
only viable solution to
avoid more and even worse
violence in years to come.
Australia was one of the
leaders pushing for a two-
state solution in 1947 and
officially Australia remains
committed to such. Many

Israelis and Palestinians
object to a two-state
solution.

The

current Israeli
government is implacably
opposed to the Palestinians
ever having their own state.

And many Palestinians
do not want a two-state
solution: they believe that
every person in Israel, the
West Bank and Gaza should
have an equal vote and that
whoever has the majority
forms the government.

The one country — the
death of the two-states of

Israel and
Palestine.
This would mean the end of
Israel as a Jewish state.

Israel is not going anywhere,
so this simply will not
happen.

It is therefore giving false
hope to Palestinians to
suggest it may. Nor are
the  Palestinians  going
anywhere, despite many
in Israel, including in the
government, wishing they

(potentially)

The tragedy of this conflict
is highlighted by the fact that
both the Israeli government
and hardline Palestinians
are in agreement opposing a
two-state solution. Since the
Hamas attack on October
7 and the subsequent war,
there has been a renewed

interest by the US, the
European  Union  and
Australia in a two-state
solution.

In Australia, most
governments have
supported a  two-state
solution.

Former prime minister John
Howard was spot on when
he said in 2006: "Australians
want the fighting to stop
and wants everybody to
address the root cause of

East, is still the settlement
of the Palestinian issue." But
Israel is led by Benjamin
Netanyahu, = who  has
through his career made
clear his determination that
the Palestinians will never
have their own state.

He was once even secretly
filmed boasting that he had
sabotaged the Oslo peace
process by misleading the
Americans.

Donald Trump may call
this epic, but unless the
world pushes for a political
solution based on equal
rights for Palestinians rather
than a military solution of
occupation this will merely
be a pause before more
killing.
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Necessity and opportunity:
Why Peter Dutton is targeting Victoria

When Victorians last voted in
a federal election, they sent a
clear message that they were
well and truly done with Scott
Morrison’s Coalition.

The state swung harder than
most against the Liberals,
and Labor’s  dominance
was further entrenched by
picking up two seats off the
government. Three years
earlier, Labor had won two
more off the Liberals.

Political fortunes can quickly
turn and this week Opposition
Leader Peter Dutton has
been a conspicuous visitor to
Victoria.

There are two reasons for this:
necessity and opportunity.
Three yearsago, even safe seats
like Menzies in Melbourne’s
east became ultra marginal
due to a wave of resentment
against the nine-year federal
Coalition government.

Jewels in the Liberal crown
— Kooyong and Goldstein
— fell to the new teal wave,
further ~ demoralising  the
Victorian Liberal branch. It
was a sign of how the party
had lost much of its appeal to
its once traditional base.
Much of that was to do with
Scott Morrison and his style
of politics.

Less than a year later,
history was made when the
aspirational seat of Aston was
lost by the Liberals at a by-
election.

That result cemented Victoria
as toxic territory for the
Liberal Party.

But in his bid to become
prime minister, Opposition
Leader Peter Dutton has his
eyes set on the state.

On Sunday, he roared into
Melbourne with a full election
launch, choosing marginal
Chisholm as the location
for the start of the unofficial
campaign.

"Dutton needs six or seven
seats in Victoria to get to 19
if he’s to win office,” former
Liberal  strategist  turned
pollster Tony Barry says.

Mr  Barry, along with
other strategists and MPs,
say Victoria has the right
conditions to pull off such a
swing, but only if —and it’sa
big it — everything goes right
for the opposition.

It's why Peter Dutton
launched his campaign in
Melbourne on Sunday, and

why he’s spent several days
this week campaigning there
— as well as visiting fire-
ravaged Halls Gap in the
Grampians.

Mr Dutton needs to project
that he can win government,
and that can only happen
with a big Victorian result.
State Labor government woes
fuelling federal Liberal hopes
One of the Liberals’ biggest
weapons is harnessing voter
anger with the state Labor
government.

Federal Labor MPs are
already warning of their
challenge to make sure they
can differentiate themselves
from Victorian Labor.

"We need to get the stench
of them off us,” one senior
figure said.

Liberals say voters are raising
issues with state policies while
out on the hustings and it’s no
coincidence Dutton is willing
to talk about crime, even if
it’s not the Commonwealth’s
domain.

"I think Victorians have had
a gutful of weak bail laws
and the repeat offenders that
are cruelling lives and really
destroying ~ communities,”
Dutton said on Monday in
Rownville, in the seat of Aston.

The parlous state of the
Victorian budget and voter
confidence with the state’s
economy are also doing
damage to federal Labor.
"People are really angry with
the state government, and the
federal election will be the first
chance for them to vent their
anger at Labor,” one Liberal
source said.

Pollster Tony Barry says
the Albanese government’s
performance is also dragging
the Labor brand down and
it must share the blame for
predicted swings in Victoria.

Labor MPs concede they
need to share some of the
blame for not meeting voter
expectations as a government.
It’s not a unique Victorian
problem, or even an
Australian issue. Across the
world, economic pain is
turning voters off incumbent
governments.

Victoria is, however, still a big
challenge for the Coalition.
Heading into the federal
election — April 12 is the
consensus among MPs and
strategists — Labor holds 25
of the 39 seats in Victoria,
with the Liberals holding eight
and the Nationals three. The
Greens and independents
make up the remainder.

Only 38 seats are up for grabs
this year with Higgins, a seat
long held by the Liberals, but
currently in Labor hands,
abolished in a redistribution.
Labor is on the defensive. It
is highly unlikely to pick up
seats. The first batch of seats
to watch are Aston, Chisholm
and McEwen.

The Liberalsarealso talking up
their chances in once-Labor
strongholds: Bruce, Holt and
Hawke. Suburban seats with
areas under economic stress
where the Liberals are trying
to make inroads.

Elsewhere the Liberals believe
they’re a chance of reclaiming
Kooyong and Goldstein off
independents Monique Ryan
and Zoe Daniel, although
admit it will be tight.

Labor also faces renewed
challenges from the Greens,
particularly in Wills where the
minor party is seeking to seize
on fury over Labor’s handling
of the Israel-Gaza conflict.
Labor’s  dominance  in
Victoria is not a new
phenomenon. Even during
the nine years of federal
Coalition governments,

Labor won the two-party
preferred vote in Victoria and
Labor held big majority of
seats.

Former prime minister John
Howard labelled Victoria "the
Massachusetts of Australia”
due to the state’s progressive
voting record.

But published polling shows a
drop in support for Anthony
Albanese’s  government in
Victoria.

Labor is aware of its challenges
but is hoping to focus voters
on federal issues, in particular
on Dutton’s character and

record.
It Delieves the Chinese
community, critical in

several eastern suburbs seats,
is still negative towards the
Coalition.

"All MPs need to work really
hard to make thisabout federal
issues and Peter Dutton,” one
senior ALP figure said.
Experts and insiders say there
will be some "correction”, and
the Liberals are hoping this
will be the case in Kooyong
and Goldstein ~ where
traditional  Liberal  voters
deserted the party in favour of
teal independents.

Werribee by-election a litmus
test for Allan government
With the battle for the burbs
likely to define the 2025
federal election, an early test is
just four weeks away.

A state  by-election in
Werribee on February 8 is a
litmus test for Jacinta Allan’s
state government. It is a safe
seat with Labor holding it by
11 per cent with a healthy 45
per cent primary.

But party insiders and MPs
are bracing for a swing in the
wake of former treasurer Tim
Pallas’s retirement.

The seat is outer suburban,
has cost of living pressures as
well as concerns about crime
and the adequacy of local
services.

It is Labor heartland.

The ALP brand will be tested,
along with the Liberal strategy
of appealing to suburban
voters.

There’s  already  criticism
however that the Victorian
Liberals aren’t serious given
their choice of candidate, who
doesn’t live in the electorate
— the party frequently
attacked Mr Pallas for residing
outside Werribee.

English and Arabic News

WA Liberal leader Libby Mettam
labelled «desperate) and «divisive
over Aboriginal flag stance

The WA Liberal leader’s vow not to stand in front of the
Aboriginal flag at media events if elected premier has been
slammed as "short-sighted" and "divisive" by former federal
Indigenous affairs minister Ken Wyatt.

Libby Mettam made the pledge on Thursday after WA Premier
Roger Cook called federal Opposition Leader Peter Dutton
"unfit" to be prime minister due to his refusal to stand in front
of the flag if elected. The ABC confirmed with her team that,
if elected premier in the March state election, she would not
stand in front of the Aboriginal flag, which is often alongside
the Australian and WA flags at official state government press
conferences.

Mr Wyatt, who became the first Indigenous member of the
House of Representatives when he won the WA seat of Hasluck
for the Liberal Party in 2010, said Ms Mettams stance pushed
Aboriginal people to the side.

Jf we extrapolate the desire not to stand in front of the
Aboriginal flag or the Torres Strait Islander flag, then the logic
would be why would you stand in front of a flag that has the
Union Jack on it?» he said.

«Because we are no longer an Anglo-British continent, we are a
multi-cultural society that represents a mix of so many people.»
Mr Wryatt said the Commonwealth acquired the right to the
Aboriginal flag when he was minister, and that decision had
been endorsed by the federal cabinet, which at the time included
Peter Dutton.

«There was no issue raised in that concept of a divisive flag
then,» he said.

«We paid 20$ million as a government to acquire back the
notion of freeing the flag so that people could use it for sporting
events, on clothing apparel and in major events without having
to pay.»

He said the flag was «not divisive» but recognised Aboriginal
peoples history of being the first custodians of country.

«We have to be logical in saying we want a nation that is united,
that recognises the total complexity of who we are,» he said.
Mr Cook labelled Ms Mettam,s comments as «cynical» and
«desperate.»

«Political leaders are charged with the responsibility of uniting
their community, getting the community together to make sure
that we can progress,» he said. »Libby is simply going about
trying to bring the toxic political culture of Canberra into
Western Australia — thats not the way we do things here in
WA

Ms Mettamys stance on some Indigenous matters in the past has
been unclear.

In April 2023, she said she fully supported recognition of First
Nations people in the constitution during Australia:s Voice
Referendum campaign, which was at odds with Mr Duttonss
position.

Four months later she changed her position to oppose the
Voice.

She said at that time controversy around WAss Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage Act changed her mind on the Voice, citing a
lack of detail in both proposals.

While there was little similarity between WAss cultural heritage
laws and the Voice, Ms Mettam said the «approach» to how
both were being implemented was the same.



