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You're right, THE 2 STATE SOLUTION, just won't work..
The ZIONIST TERRORIST STATE OF ISRAEL simply needs to go!
THEN, & ONLY THEN, Will the region see PEACE..
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Care Services Australia

Your Plan
Your Way
Our Support

1300 455 322

L 4

Care Services
AUSTRALIA

Disability Services Support Co-ordination Home Care Services
Discover our Holistic Approach to your health Streamline your journey to empowerment with Elevate comfort with our Home Care services,
and wellbeing with our wide range of Disability our Support Coordination services, dedicated to offering personalized assistance, health
Services offered in Sydney, Melbourne and the facilitating and optimizing your access to monitoring, and companionship for enhanced
Gold Coast. essential support and resources. well-being in familiar surroundings.

We speak Your language...
We understand your culture

00000600000

Personal Meal Community Daily Living&  Domestic Registered Support Behaviour Well-Being Lawn Mowing
Care Preparation Participation Life Skills Services Nurses Coordination Support Activities Gardening

00000000060

Plan Allied Health Home Early Housing & Respite Supported Individualised Short Term Disability
Management Support Modification  Childhood Shelter Services Independent Living Housing Housing
Living

Discover Our holistic approach to Disabili
Services in Sydney, Melbourne, Gold Coast
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USAI e a gocieties Australia Inc,,
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0449 146 961
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At Unified Societies Australia Incorporated, we believe in the power of unity and the strength of
diversity.

Our mission is to bring together various communities across Australia, fostering a sense of belonging

and shared identity.

We aim to educate individuals from all backgrounds on the importance of embracing Australian
values and the rule of law, ensuring that everyone feels at home in this great nation.

Join us in our efforts to promote understanding, respect, and collaboration among all Australians.

Through workshops, community events, and educational programs, we empower individuals to act
as proud Australians while celebrating their unique cultural heritage.

Together, we can create a harmonious society where everyone thrives.

Become a part of the movement today! Let’s work hand in hand to build a brighter future for all
Australians.

For more information, visit our website www.usac.asn.au
or contact us directly.
Together, we can make a difference!
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CincottaChemist

Liverpool g
IMMIGRATION

W'[[.LSJ’PR?BATE:

SIGN UP
ONLINE &

REDEEM
A" 4 Earn 1 Point for eve s
. ry $ you spend. For every 167
points you'll eam a $5 reward off future purchases. SR UE TUDAY >

Specialised Services
Simple and streamlined methods of providing specialised medication for Fertility
Clinics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surgeries and more. Save & Deliver Pharmacy
is equipped with the equipment to cold store medications, deliver regular order y
prescriptions and compound medications for doctors and patients. g - ;,. 630 7000
Many of these services are provided at no extra cost to your clinic and at i ]é_ "’" i) ﬂii
discounted and affordable prices. We personalise our services to meet your ;

individual clinic’s and patients requirements to maintain customer satisfaction. iab.com.au

=

Address: Suite 12 1 Ch f,,ﬁiramaﬁmﬁwzisn &

CincottaChemist [l CincottaChemist | CincottsChemist o
INCo emis INnco emis INco emis BUSINE Wﬂﬂjﬁ{

Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. .
pﬂmtmmt metm&d

279 Macquarie St 884 Anzac Parade 1/7 Munmorah Cct ; S ot Sun Closed
Liverpool NSW 2170  Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529 '
T. (02) 9821 1942 T. (02) 9349 1602 T. (02) 4296 5548
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Lol 5531 ;LI Lails oo dibioll G 13usy JUiisBlg 13Suo 5ysliall )

!‘ ‘V!: (o]:{V.
State
Government




Sutherland Medi(;al Centre and

Mankarios Skin Cancer Clinic

Services
*Family Medicine.

*Child Health including Childhood
Immunizations.

*Women's Health.

*Travel Medicine including Travel
Immunizations.

*Full Skin Examinations and
Treatment of Skin Cancers,

*Fully equipped procedure room.
*Workers' Compensation Injuries.
*Pathology testing.

*Pre-employment Medical
Examination.

*Comprehensive Medical
Assessments and Chronic Disease
Management.

*Psychology.

Established in 2002 by:
Dr Ramsis Farag, Dr Nabil Mankarios, Dr Mona Mikhail,
and Dr Faten Wassef.

Dr Nabil Mankarios is an experienced Skin Cancer Practitioner
who started working in this field in 1997,

(02) 9542 6277

KANGAN

INSTITUTE
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Are you ready to elevate your brand to new heights? Introducing NANA Design
Co., your one-stop destination for all your creative needs!

Need eye-catching banners that capture attention and leave a lasting impres-
sion? Weive got you covered!

Looking for business cards that exude professionalism and leave a lasting impres-
sion? NANA Design Co. delivers stunning designs tailored to your unique style.
Want to create a magazine that not only captivates your audience but also re-
flects your brandss identity? Look no further! NANA Design Co. specializes in craft-
ing stunning magazine layouts that turn heads.

Seeking a vibrant and engaging Flash player design that keeps your website visi-
tors hooked? Our team of experts will create an immersive digital experience that
sets your brand apart.

Have a special moment you want to preserve? Our Draw photo service will frans-
form your memories into stunning hand-drawn artwork, capturing the essence of
those precious moments.

Here at NANA Design Co., we pride ourselves on delivering exceptional designs
that leave a lasting impact. Were passionate about bringing your ideas to life,
creating designs that are not only visually stunning but also strategically crafted to
help your business succeed.

So, what are you waiting for? Contact us today and let NANA Design Co. trans-
form your brandss image. Werre ready to take your business to new heights!

Call now on
0499 910 365

admin@nanadesignaustralia.com

Unleash You

gécﬂ&b.ﬁ&b\.@-a

Kangan Institute

13 TAFE (13 8233] | kangan.edu.au
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PRD Real Estate Liverpool

Address | 71-73 Scott Street, Liverpool NSW 2170
Phone | 02 9732 4444

Email | Liverpool@prd.com.au

Trading Hours

Monday to Friday | 9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday | 9:00 - 4:00 pm 2

Sunday | Closed

-
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just a piece of graffiti that damages
a building and |s assessed on that basis

Anti-Semitism envoy calls for national cabinet
meeting after repeated attacks on Australian Jews
The select representative for Australian Jews, Gillian
Segal, has called for a national cabinet meeting by
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese to respond to a
series of anti-Semitic attacks on home soil.

There have been multiple incidents of hate against
Jews over the summer, including a terrorist attack
on a synagogue in Melbourne last month and an
attempted arson attack on a synagogue in Newtown,
Sydney, which was also spray-painted with swastikas.
Cars have also been set on fire and vandalised with
anti-Jewish language in separate incidents of anti-
Semitism.

In response, current Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese met with NSW acting Premier Penny
Sharp and Victorian Premier Jacinta Allan, along
with Australian Federal Police Commissioner Reece
Kershaw, to discuss the issue, with further discussions
taking place.

Ms Segal welcomed the meeting asa "very good first step”.
"I think it is essential that we continue, and obviously
at some point, expand our engagement with other
premiers, because we are seeing concerns in other
states," she said.

Late last year, the government set up a special
operation called Avalite to respond to incidents of
anti-Semitism, threats, violence and hatred towards
Jews in Australia, which has been investigating the
recent synagogue attacks.

Ms Segal says there must now be better coordination

between states when prosecuting those incidents,
and tougher sentences for anti-Semitic crimes.

Ms Segal added: "Anti-Semitic vandalism is not

It is designed to send a message of fear to the
community.”

"The law says there is an aggravated hate crime above
the normal sentence, but we need to make sure
that the judiciary, including judges and arbitrators,
understand that this is creating fear and anxiety in
the Jewish community who are part of Australian
society.

"It we don’t stop this, we are really undermining
democracy, and I think they haven’t realised that
they are looking at it case by case."

Foreign Affairs Minister Penny Wong was asked
whether the government would convene a national
cabinet on Ms Segal’s advice.

The senator would not confirm whether a national
meeting of governments would be coordinated, but
agreed that Australia must "respond unequivocally".
Senator Wong said: "I think Gillian Segal is absolutely

right to emphasise that this is not just an issue for the
Jewish community, it is an attack on all of us and it is
an attack on who we are."

"This kind of prejudice and hatred and what we are
seeing in terms of criminal acts and behaviour is
an attack on Australia, it is an attack on Australian
values.

"Thisrequires, I think, a cross-governmentdiscussion
and [ am pleased to see the Prime Minister engaging
with the premiers of the two states where we have
seen the most horrific acts.”

Labor MP Josh Burns, who is Jewish and is the local
member for Macnamara, where the Adass Israel
synagogue was attacked, said a national cabinet on
the issue was a sensible proposal.

" think it makes sense where there are particularly
large Jewish communities, where there have been
a number of additional incidents, for the prime
minister to speak to the premiers of those states in
particular, but of course a national cabinet or a
consistent national approach is also something I
would welcome," Burns said.

Albanese said his government had responded,
and Segal was pleased to have met with NSW and
Victoria.

Opposition Leader Peter Dutton reiterated his call
for a national cabinet meeting, saying the coalition
had called for a national cabinet meeting to address
anti-Semitism since October 2023, shortly after
Hamas’s terror attack on Israel and the start of the
war in Gaza.

Education Minister, mayor condemn
Islamic school prmclpal over online rant

Local and international politicians and Jewish leaders
have condemned the principal of an independent
private Islamic school after he made a series of anti-
Semitic comments, calling for all Zionists to be
"burned in hellfire".

The mayor of the Hilltops region of NSW has
condemned the actions of the newly appointed
principal of Newmadina School as "divisive" and
fuelling anti-Semitism after he was alerted to anti-
Israel posts on his public Facebook page.

Mayor Brian Ingham condemned Sheikh Abdul
Ghani Albaf, who has more than 2,000 followers on
social media, as "a very unfit person” in a leadership
position.

"These comments are inappropriate for anyone,
let alone someone in a position of leadership and a
community leader," he said.

"They are divisive — this is not how our country
works."

"The school, which runs an Islamic tradition in Young,
the unofticial Islamic capital of the outback, teaches
mostly Muslim children aged 4 to 16 the Quran,
Arabic and Koranic Islamic principles as well as all
core subjects.

"Every day the ugly truth of the Zionists is being
exposed,” Sheikh Albaf said in one post.

'All their extremism and terrorism is being exposed.
Those in power who could stop this are standing idly
by and applauding the Zionist regime."

In another post he said: "May Allah stop the Zionist
terror regime- -+ Let them burn in the lowest pits of hell
for their oppression and aggression."

"The Zionist terrorist state of Israel must go," he wrote.
The chief executive of the Australian Jewish
Association said the principal had a responsibility to
actas a role model.

"Mr Albat has published heinous posts that glorify and

extol terrorism and religious extremism."

"Australia has a problem with radicalisation among
young Muslims."

"With Mr Albaf as principal, the people of Young will
be concerned about the values taught at Newmadinah
College. The NSW Education Standards Authority
should examine whether Mr Albaf is a suitable person
for the role of headteacher."

"Religiousintolerance and anti-Semitism have no place
in schools and cannot be tolerated by school leaders,"
said Deputy Premier and Minister for Education and
Early Learning Prue Carr.

"Leaders of all schools in NSW have an important
role to play in promoting tolerance and respect in
our community. These comments do exactly the
opposite,” she added.

"Thave asked the NSW Education Standards Authority
to review the issues raised and report back to me."
Jewish Board of Deputies President David Ossip said:
"This is completely unacceptable.

This person is clearly not suitable to be a headteacher,
and the NSW Education Standards Authority and the
Minister must urgently investigate and take action to
address this appalling situation."

Albaf and the school have been contacted for
comment.

Comment:

No one can blame the teachers who teach children
and give them Islamic lessons.

They did not teach them lessons from their own ideas
or according to their whims, but they teach them
lessons written in their books, and they teach them
what Allah revealed to the Messenger Muhammad.
Even the verses of hatred for the Jews in Surah Al-
Ma’idah 82 "And you will find the most intense of
the people in animosity toward the believers to be the
Jews" is a verse in the Quran and was not composed by
sheikhs or teachers of Islam.

The verse in Surah At-Tawbah 5: "So when the sacred
months have passed, then kill the polytheists wherever
you find them and capture them and besiege them and
lie in wait for them at every place of ambush. But if
they repent and establish prayer and give zakah, then
leave them on their way. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving
and Merciful.” This is a divine command. If their God
commands them to kill and hate, then why should
we blame the teachers? They know the written divine
commands and did not invent strange superiority.
And when their prophet taught them in the hadith
saying "My sustenance was made under the shadow
of my spear” and also when he said: "I was ordered to
tight people until they testify that there is no god but
Allah".

Sowhatisthe fault of the elders, that they teach children
what is written in the Quran, the hadith, the Sunnah of
the Prophet and the biography of Muhammad.

If you want to stop hatred, killing and terrorism,
then you do not have to have people who teach
the constitution of Islam, but you have to remove
this constitution from the European and American
countries and every advanced country.

Because the fault is in the constitution and not in the
teachers of this constitution
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Hindmarsh Shire Council

The Hindmarsh Shire Council helps run all Australia Day
events in the shire, with local groups hosting the events
every year.

Citizenship ceremonies are held if there are residents
wanting to become citizens.

Hobsons Bay City Council

Council will host the annual Australia Day Hobsons
Bay Citizenship Ceremony for 140 new residents and
announce its 2025 citizens of the year.

It has also partly funded Altona City Rotary Club’s
Millennium Time Capsule project.

The contents of the Millennium Time Capsules will be
displayed by the club on Australia Day at the Central
Square Shopping Centre.

Horsham Rural City Council

The Australia Day Awards will be held at Sawyer Park in
Horsham on January 26.

Hume City Council

Hume City Council will be holding Australia Day in the
Park in Sunbury at the Village Green at 4pm.

It will include family fun day, musical performances by
local artists and roving entertainment for families, as well
as a sausage sizzle.

Indigo Shire Council

Events are held across Indigo Shire on January 26,
including in Beechworth, Barnawartha, Chiltern,
Kiewa, Tangambalanga, Rutherglen, Wahgunyah, and
Yackandandah.

Kingston City Council

Hostinga citizenship ceremony in the morning of Australia
Day and supporting the Mordialloc Summer Festival
fireworks at 9.30pm, Peter Scullin Reserve, Mordialloc.

A Welcome to Country to be performed at 4pm.

Knox City Council

There will be three citizenship ceremonies to be performed
on the morning of Australia Day.

Latrobe City Councll

Council is hosting a citizenship ceremony.

Loddon Shire Council

Events will be held across Loddon Shire including in Boort,
Bridgewater on Loddon, Dingee, Eddington, Inglewood,
Newbridge, Pyramid Hill, Tarnagulla and Wedderburn.
Macedon Ranges Shire Council

The Macedon Ranges Shire Council will not host an event
but the Rotary Club of Woodend will.

The event will be held at the Woodend RSL and will
include a free lunch and live music.

Manningham City Council

The Manningham City Council will host a citizenship
ceremony at the Manningham Function Centre at 10am
on January 26.

Mansfield Shire Council

An Australia Day celebration will be held at the Botanic
Park in Mansfield.

There will bea citizenship ceremony, flag raising ceremony,
Australia Day Awards, entertainment and a free barbecue
breakfast.

Maribyrnong City Council

No events and flags again lowered to half mast as council
acknowledges a day of mourning.

Maroondah City Council

The Maroondah City Council will host an awards and
citizenship ceremony on January 26 at Ringwood Lake
Park.

There will be live performances, kids activities and rides
and a sausage sizzle.

Melbourne City Council

A citizenship ceremony will be held on January 26.

There will be a day of free family-friendly activities, food
and music at Fed Square.

Melton City Councll

Citizenship ceremonies will be held on both January 24
and January 26 due to incredibly high numbers — almost
1000 people will become Aussies.

Merri-bek City Council

No events.

Mildura Rural City Council

Mildura Rural City Council is hosting its flagship event at
Nowingi Place on Hugh King Drive, Mildura, from 8am
to 11.30am.

The event will feature a free breakfast supplied by Lions
Club, with live entertainment and coffee vans as well.
Mildura Council’s Australia Day award winners will also
be announced during the event.

Mitchell Shire Council

An Australia Day ceremony will be held at the Wandong
Public Hall.

and Australia Day Awards.

Moira Shire Council

Moira Shire Council will host six Australia Day events
in Yarrawonga, Cobram, Catamite, Barmah, Nathalia,
Tungamah and Numurkah. They will include free
barbecues, entertainment and award presentations.
Monash City Council

Monash Council will host a citizenship ceremony on
January 26, as many people request for their ceremony to
be held on this date, a spokesman said.

Moonee Valley City Council

The Moonee Valley City Council will host the annual
Bunjil’s Marroun Healing Ceremony and a citizenship
ceremony on January 26.

The event will be held at Queens Park, Moonee Ponds and
will include an acknowledgement of country, speakers
and live performances.

Moorabool Shire Council

Moorabool Shire Councils Australia Day ceremony will
be held at the Ballan Mechanics Institute on January 26.
There will be an award ceremony, citizenship ceremony,
live entertainment and a town crier.

Mornington Peninsula Shire Council

Australia Day will be celebrated on the Dromana foreshore
with performers, activities, displays, presentations and a
free breakfast.

Mount Alexander Shire Council

Mount Alexander Shire Council will host their Australia
Day event at Victory Park, Castlemaine.

There will be a citizenship and awards ceremony, free
catering from local business and a Survival Day concert.
The event will run from 10am to 2pm.

Moyne Shire Council

Did not reply to questions and has no events listed on
website.

Murrindindi Shire Council

No events organised by the council, community
celebrations receive funding and promotional support.
Nillumbik Shire Council

No events. Council has recently made a decision to no longer
hold a citizenship ceremony on January 26 in line with the
Government’s decision to not have to hold this event on
a public holiday. Council also endorsed a change to the
awards and has been running the Nillumbik Community
Awards in August each year for the last two years.
Northern Grampians Shire Council

The Northern Grampians Shire Council will host two
Australia Day events.

The first event will be held in Market Square, St Arnaud
at 8am and the second event will be held at Central Park,
Stawell at 5pm.

There will be an awards ceremony, citizenship ceremony
and free food provided.

Port Phillip City Council

The Boonwurrung Land and Sea Council, in partnership
with City of Port Phillip, will host the annual We-Akon
Dilinja (Mourning Reflection) on January 26 at Alfred
Square, St Kilda.

A citizenship ceremony will be held afterwards.

Pyrenees Shire Council

Celebrations hosted by the council, Lexton Community
Hub and support from Australia Day Council, include
citizenship ceremony, citizens of the year, BBQ lunch,
social cricket match, free family fun.

South Gippsland Shire Council

Citizenship ceremony and citizens of the year, Australia
Day photo competition winner announced, and other
community events across the region.

Southern Grampians Shire Council

Australia Day celebrations at the Hamilton Botanic
Gardens.

Stonnington City Council

The City of Stonnington will host its fourth annual
Healing Ceremony, following the Citizenship Ceremony
on January 26 at Malvern Cricket Ground (11.45am to
1.15pm).

"The communityisinvited toattend the Healing Ceremony
with our Traditional Custodians, the Wurundjeri Woi-
wurrung peoples of the Kulin Nation, to pay respect
and acknowledge their living connection to Country,
relationship with the land and all living things extending
back tens of thousands of years," a spokesman said.
Strathbogie Shire Council

From 2024, the council no longer formally supports
January 26 celebrations and deems events on Australia Day
to be ineligible for any council sponsorship or funding.
Surf Coast Shire Council

Pilk Purriyn is a truth-telling event presented by
Wadawurrung traditional owners Aboriginal Corporation
in partnership with Surf Coast Shire Council.

[t is held at 5.30am on January 26.

Citizenship ceremonies will be held on January 23.

Swan Hill Rural City Council

Swan Hill is hosting a two-day extravaganza to celebrate
Australia Day beginning on January 25 with Citizenship
Ceremonies and Australia Day Award Ceremonies in
Robinvale and Swan Hill.

On Sunday the popular Australia Day Breakfast returns to
Riverside Park from 7am to 10am.

Towong Shire Council

Towong Shire has many events listed on its website
from across the region for Australia Day where they will
celebrate the people and organisations who have made
extraordinary contributions throughout the past year.
Events include a breakfast and ceremony at The Triangles
in Tallangatta from 8.30am and a similar event kicking oft
atthe same time at the Lake Hume Boat Shed in Bellbridge.
Other breakfasts and ceremonies will take place at
Corryong, Mitta Valley, and the Walwa Memorial Hall.
Wangaratta Rural City Council

The Rural City of Wangaratta is hosting an event at King
George V Gardens on Ovens St from 9am on January 26
where their Australia Day award winners will be announced
and a citizenship ceremony will take place.

Warrnambool City Council

There will be no events on January 26 but a combined
awards and citizenship ceremony before the day.
Wellington Shire Council

Australia Day events abound in the Wellington Shire on
January 26.

Highlights include a party in the carpark at the Gippy
Hotel from 1pm on January 26 to the Sale Australia Day
celebrations which kick oft at 9.30am on the same day
and will include a flag-raising ceremony a rendition of the
national anthem and a citizenship ceremony presided over
by Wellington Shire mayor Scott Rossetti.

There will also be events at The Glen Pub, Maffra,
Cowwarr, Gormandale and Mann’s Beach and more.
West Wimmera Shire Council

West Wimmera Shire Council is supporting numerous
events throughout the community that are being organised
by local community groups.

Each event will feature Australia Day Awards presented by
a councillor.

Events across the region include barbecues, guest
speakers, and entertainment, with activities starting at 8am
in Edenhope, Goroke, and Kaniva, and 11am in Apsley,
Dergholm, and Harrow.

Whitehorse City Council

The fireworks are back for the annual Australia Day
Concert.

Whittlesea City Council

A petition was tabled at a council meeting in Feb 2024
signed by community members wanting events organised
for Australia Day

Wodonga City Council

Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of the Year and
Community Organisation of the Year will be recognised
in a ceremony held on January 26.

The nearby Albury council will return to holding a
citizenship ceremony on January 26, while its Albury
Awards will be announced at an event in the evening on
January 25.

Wyndham City Council

There will be a family friendly free celebration with live
music, food trucks, face painting and craft activities.

Yarra City Council

Yarra council has not celebrated Australia Day since 2018.
Yarra Ranges Shire Council

Citizenship ceremonies will be held on January 26.
Yarriambiack Shire Council

Yarriambiack Shire Australia Day celebrations are led by
community groups.

No citizenship ceremonies are held.
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A thlrd of Victorian councils will skip Australia Day in 2025

More than 30 per cent of Victorian councils will opt to
not celebrate Australia Day in any form, including hosting
citizenship ceremonies, despite more and more people
saying the January 26 date should not be changed.

The latest results of the Institute of Public Aftairs’ annual
poll of attitudes about the holiday revealed 69 per cent
of Australians agreed with the statement, "Australia Day
should be celebrated on January 26".

Butatleast 25 Victorian councils — from inner Melbourne
jurisdictions to those out in the regions — are still shying
away from the national holiday.

It comes as Opposition Leader Peter Dutton announced
he would, within the first 100 days of governing, mandate
councils had to offer citizenship ceremonies on January
26, if elected.

This rule had previously been in place but was repealed in
2022 to allow councils to conduct citizenship ceremonies
three days before or after Australia Day.

"It will be a sign of pride and nationalism in our country,"
Mr Dutton said in a press conference on Monday,
criticising Anthony Albanese for "signalling” Australia
Day did not matter and celebrating was something to be
ashamed of.

"Why the Prime Minister made a decision to stop councils
or to allow the councils to stop holding Australia Day
ceremonies on the 26th of January is beyond me."
Among the councils ignoring Australia Day in 2025 are
Yarra, Glen Eira, Colac Otway, Darebin, Maribyrnong,
Strathbogie and Warrnambool.

Warrnambool mayor Ben Blain — whose jurisdiction
does not acknowledge Australia Day on January 26 — said
the council would do what was required by government if
the rules changed.

"The Federal Government legislates the Australia Day
holiday and the rules around citizenship ceremonies," he
said.

"Council abides by those rules.

"In recent years the Australian Government lifted its
mandate to hold citizenship ceremonies on January 26.
"Historically, Council hosted a large Australia Day
celebration in the botanic gardens at considerable cost.
Over time, fewer and fewer people attended this event
which included a citizenship ceremony and presentation
of Citizen of the Year awards."

Instead, the council will hold an event prior to January 26.
"Council understands that there is a diversity of views
about Australia Day," Mr Blain said.

"People are free to celebrate or acknowledge Australia Day
in a way they feel is appropriate.”

Meanwhile, on the other side of the state, Wellington Shire
mayor said January 26 would be a "terrific day”.

"There’s events going on right around the shire for
Australia Day -+ Although it does mark the end of the
holiday season in many peoples eyes and that is always a
bit sad," he said.

"We're definitely not one of the woke city councils.

"I'm not quite sure if I should say that, they’ll probably tell
me off, but we certainly are not avoiding Australia Day in
any sense. [t'll be celebrated far and wide."

Nillumbik Shire mayor John Dumaresq said the council
had "never really done anything for Australia Day".

"We moved out citizenship ceremonies to January 29th
a few years ago, but everyone in the shire seems to move
towards the Mornington Peninsula at this time of year," he
said.

"We've never really done anything for the general
community on Australia Day, the demand isn’t there —
it’s still school holidays."

Responding to Peter Dutton’s comments on the
contentious change-the-date debate, Mr Dumaresq only
said "good luck to him and good luck with the election”.
Mornington Peninsula mayor Anthony Marsh said he
felt "great pride” in being part of citizenship ceremonies
on Australia Day and loved helping to raise the flag in his
home town of Mount Martha.

"T'll be in Mount Martha in the morning, then off to
Flinders for the council’s official citizenship ceremony and
citizens of the year awards and then head to Sorrento to
join in the celebrations at the RSL," Mr Marsh said.

The day could have looked very different if the council
had chosen another path in 2021 when former councillor
Sarah Race — who plans to run as the Labor candidate
for the federal seat of Flinders later this year — pushed for
the Aboriginal flag to be lowered without consulting the
community.

"Sometimes it is easier to seek forgiveness than permission

A
when one is doing the right thing for the right reasons," she
argued at the time.
MsRacesaid the region had "the fastest growing Indigenous
population in Victoria" and revealed she had promised
First Nation’s people she would "amplify their collective
voice" in the council chamber.
Hindmarsh Shire Council Mayor Ron Ismay does a nearly
200km round trip to the four major towns in the council
municipality on Australia Day.
"l attend all four Australia Day ceremonies, beginning with
the Rainbow (Oasis) egg and bacon sandwich breakfast,"
he said.
"There’s a Lions Club citizen of the year and also a shire
citizen of the year ceremony — it’s lovely."
Of Mr Dutton’s comments about mandatory Australia
Day citizenship ceremonies, Mr Ismay said ceremonies
"should be held whenever there is need for one".
"It’s a fairly special day I think, and there are people who
work in hospitality or are nurses or shift workers that
public holidays don’t necessarily work for," he said.
"We do a ceremony whenever people want one done, we
often do one person at a time.
"I'm certainly not against having them on Australia Day,
but we do ours all throughout the year."
Yarra Ranges Council mayor Jim Child said it was a
"privilege" to hold citizenship ceremonies on January 26.
"As mayor I'm just absolutely privileged and honoured
to be the first to welcome those people as Australians on
Australia Day, I think it’s very important,” he said.
"We take a united approach, we have a local Indigenous
elder that gives a Welcome to Country prior to the
citizenship ceremony and then a citizen of the year award
as well."

Alpine Shire Council

There will be Australia Day events held in Harrietville,
Bright and Mount Beauty.

The events will include barbecue breakfast, live

entertainment, kids activities and award presentations.
Ararat Rural City Council

The council hosts an Australia Day Citizenship Ceremony
and Australia Day Awards before its Party in the Park, a
free community event.

Ballarat City Council

Ballarat City Council will be hosting an Australia Day
Picnic in the Park at Victoria Park.

There will be food trucks and market stalls.

Banyule City Council

No citizenship ceremony, the council hosts one on
January 29.

Bass Coast Shire Council

The council will host a citizenship ceremony.

Baw Baw Shire Council

Australia Day events will be held in 14 towns across the
Baw Baw Shire Council.

There will be free community barbecues, flag raising
ceremonies and citizenship ceremonies.

Bayside City Council

Bayside City Council will host a citizenship ceremony on
Australia Day at the Brighton Town Hall.

Benalla Rural City Council

Benalla Rural City Council will host an Australia Day
Awards and citizenship ceremony at the Benalla Town
Hall.

Boroondara City Council

Welcome to Country and Smoking Ceremony followed
by Australia Day Citizenship ceremony where citizen and
young citizen of the year are also announced.

Borough of Queenscliffe Council

No events — council normally organises events around
its citizenship ceremony, but this year there has been no
request from the government for a ceremony.

Brimbank City Council

No events. Citizenship ceremonies will be January 23.
Buloke Shire Council

Buloke Shire Council will host an Australia Day Awards
ceremony on January 24 at the Wycheproof Shire Council
Hall.

Campaspe Shire Council

The Campaspe Citizen of the Year awards will be held in
the week prior to Australia Day and will be invite only.
There will be no events held on January 26.

Cardinia Shire Council

The Australia Day Awards for the Cardinia Shire Council
will be presented in the week before Australia Day. There
will be no events held on January 26.

Casey City Council

Citizenship ceremonies on January 26.

Central Goldfields Shire Council

Australia Day events will be held in Maryborough, Bealiba,
Carisbrook, Daisy Hill, Dunolly and Talbot.
Therewillbeafreebarbecue, children’sactivities, citizenship
ceremonies and Australia Day award ceremonies.

Colac Otway Shire Council

For the first time in recent years, the council will not hold a
citizenship ceremony on January 26, instead opting for the
ceremony to occur on January 23.

Corangamite Shire Council

The Australia Day Awards for the Corangamite Shire
Council will be held at 10am at the Camperdown Theatre
Royal.

Darebin City Council

No events on January 26. Citizenship ceremonies will be
on January 29.

Greater Dandenong City Council

The Greater Dandenong City Council will host their 2025
Australia Day Awards on January 26.

East Gippsland Shire Council

East Gippsland Shire Council’s Australia Day Awards will
be held on January 18 at Forest Park, Orbost. The council
funds at least seven community events across the shire on
Australia Day. It holds a citizenship ceremony on January
23.

Frankston City Council

Citizenship ceremony on January 26 at the Frankston Arts
Centre.

Gannawarra Shire Council

There will be a citizenship ceremony on January 26.

The Gannawarra Shire Council’s Australia Day Awards
will be announced in the week leading up to Australia Day.
Glen Eira City Council

Flags are flown at half-mast "as a mark of acknowledgment
and show of supportand respect for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples”.

"We recognise Australia Day means different things for
our diverse community," a council spokesman said.

"Our focus is always on being an open and inclusive
community where everyone feels safe and connected with
pride."

A citizenship ceremony will be held on January 29.
Glenelg Shire Council

No events listed on their website. In previous years, the
council has supported events run by community groups.
No dates for citizenship ceremonies are included on the
website.

Golden Plains Shire Council

The council supports community events including
breakfasts and lists them on its website.

Greater Bendigo City Council

Greater Bendigo will host their citizenship ceremony on
January 25 but will not host any events on Australia Day.
Greater Geelong City Council

Geelongwillnot celebrate Australia Dayin 2024 but the new
council, voted in November last year, has commissioned a
report to consider reinstating celebrations from 2026.
Greater Shepparton City Council

Having previously not held events, Greater Shepparton
Council last year voted to establish a Shepparton Australia
Day committee to deliver an event on January 26, starting
this year. However, it continues to advocate to government
to change the date, and provide financial and in-kind
support for the Survival Day Dawn Ceremony.

The council lowers the Aboriginal and Torres Straight
[slander flags to half-mast on January 26.

Hepburn Shire Council

The Hepburn Shire Council will host their community
awards ceremony on January 24 at the Loddon River
Room.



Saturday 18 January 2025 No. 201

Economy
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Australian mortgage holders received mixed news
on the economy, with the unemployment rate rising
slightly in December, albeit below the Reserve Bank of
Australia’s official target.

Australia’s official unemployment rate rose to 4.0 per
cent in December, up from 3.9 per cent in November.
While this is a marginal increase in the unemployment
rate, the overall unemployment rate in Australia remains
remarkably low, below the 4.3 per cent forecast by the
RBA.

Although the headline figure shows more Australians
are working, Christmas hiring can give a misleading
impression of the overall strength of the market.
KPMG chief economist Brendan Ryan said: "While
employment rose by a higher than expected 56,300,
this was largely made up of part-time roles — as was
expected over Christmas — while there was a loss of
23,700 full-time jobs."

The latest data suggests the labour market continues to
defy the weakness seen across the private sector of the
economy.

However, thelossin full-time employment in December
could be an indicator of fragility in the labour market,"
said Mr Ryan.

According to Mr Ryan, this leaves the RBA in a difficult
position ahead of its board meeting on 18-17 February,
with the labour market sending mixed signals to the
board.

"The fall in full-time employment provides some
impetus for the bank to consider cutting the cash rate
sooner rather than later," he said.

"Butthereis heightened economic uncertainty at present
— in particular, the potential inflationary consequences
of protectionist trade policies in the US, but it may take
some time for that to trickle down to higher rates."
KPMG expects the Fed to hold off on any decision on
interest rate adjustments — which have been at 4.35 per
cent since November 2023 — at least until the RBA’s
new Monetary Policy Board meets on 31 March1- April
2025, when it begins its work.

Official figures from the Australian Bureau of Statistics
show the unemployment rate rose by 0.1 per cent on a
seasonally adjusted basis.

With employment rising by 56,000 and the number of
unemployed increasing by 10,000, the unemployment
rate rose to 4.0 per cent, said Bjorn Jarvis, head of labour
statistics at the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

"The number of people in employment rose by 0.4
per cent in December 2024, slightly above the average
monthly increase of 0.3 per cent over 2024. It was also

above the average monthly populann growth of 0.2
per cent over the year," Jarvis said.

Anders Magnusson, economic partner at BDO, said
Thursday’s figures underscored the tightness in the
labour market.

"The December unemployment rate remained
stubbornly below the RBA’s forecast of 4.3 per cent.
This is close to full employment and provides significant
benefits to workers," Mr Magnusson said.

"Inflation tends to rise when the unemployment rate
is this low due to upward wage pressures. However,
the RBA should be celebrating that we are currently
enjoying full employment without the associated
inflationary wage pressures.” Mr Magnusson said there
were Interesting factors in the labour market, with union
membership figures in August 2024 higher than in the
past two years.

"This could indicate increased bargaining power
for workers in a market already struggling with low
unemployment and decades of weak wage growth," he
said.

"These are welcome trends for workers but should be
factored into the RBA’s wage and inflation outlook."
Van Eck portfolio manager Cameron McCormack said
the RBA was unlikely to cut interest rates for the first
time until later in the year after Thursday’s results.
"While unemployment rose in December, it was not
to a level that would make it necessary for the RBA to
cut rates. The tight labour market will continue to put
upward pressure on services inflation, which is relatively
more pronounced than in the US," he said.

"In recent weeks, we have seen markets price in a
rate cut in February, which is currently at 70 per cent
probability." "However, we feel this is a bit optimistic
and expect sentiment to shift further if the Q4 CPI
release later this month comes in hotter than expected
following a weaker Australian dollar that has pushed up
petrol and other key import prices."

ASX 200 drops

despite China’s

economy beating expectations

The Australian sharemarket slipped on Friday, as a
pullback by the major banks offset gains across most of
the market.

The benchmark ASX 200 index fell by 0.20 per cent
or 16.60 points to close Friday” s trading at 8310.40
points. The broader All Ordinaries was down 11.70
points or 0.14 per cent to finish the week at 8557.40
points.

The Aussie dollar was trading near US61.97c.

In a mixed day on the market, nine of the 11 sectors
finished in the positive, but the overall index still
dragged lower due to large falls in the financials and
telecommunications sectors.

The big four banks gave back much of their gains from
Thursday’ s rally, with ANZ being the weakest down
1.77 per cent to 29.45§.

NAB fell 1.74 per cent to 37.78%, Westpac was down
1.53 per cent to 32.16$ and CBA slipped 1.19 per cent
to 153.908.

Telecommunications shares made up of media and
entertainment were among the major losers on the
ASX. REA Group slipped 2.71 per cent to 230.12§,
while CarSales was down 1.04 per cent to 38.19$% and
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Seek slumped 1.25 per cent to 22.058.

In positive news for Australia’ s major miners,
China’ s economy surprisingly bounced on Friday.
China statistic bureau said GDP growth accelerated to
5.4 per cent year-on-year for the December quarter, up
from 4.6 per cent in the September quarter smashing
consensus of 4.0 per cent growth.

Industrial production growth accelerates to 6.2 per cent
on-year for December versus expectations that it would
remain at 5.4 per cent, while retail sales growth jumps
to 3.7 per cent from 3 per cent, also beating a consensus
estimate of 3.5 per cent.

AMP chief economist Shane Oliver said China was
able to beat its target of “around 5 per cent” due to
additional policy stimulus measures.

Navigating Cultural Differences
in the Classroom

In today’s global education

landscape, English
as a second language
classrooms are  vibrant

spaces that blend diverse
cultures, bringing together
students  from  various
backgrounds. While this
diversity  enriches  the
learning  experience, it
also presents challenges
in  navigating  cultural
differences. These
classrooms, known for their

culturally varied student bodies, provide valuable
insights into managing these differences to create a
harmonious and enriching learning environment.
Here are some tips to help you navigate cultural
diversity in educational settings.

1. Cultivate Cultural Awareness

Start by learning about various cultures, traditions, and
viewpoints. The multicultural environment of TESOL
classes encourages students to interact with a wide
array of cultures, fostering a deeper understanding
and appreciation of the diverse backgrounds of their
classmates.

2. Embrace Open Communication

Effective communication is essential for overcoming
cultural barriers. Encourage open discussions where
students can share their cultural experiences and
perspectives. Promoting open communication fosters a
classroom environment where questions are welcomed
and misunderstandings are addressed with respect.
This approach cultivates a climate of mutual respect
and enhances the learning experience for everyone.

3. Develop Empathy and Sensitivity

Empathy is essential for uniting diverse groups. It’s
important to consider situations from your classmates’
perspectives. Student support services provide
guidance on developing empathy and sensitivity
towards cultural differences, helping students build
stronger, more respectful relationships.

4. Encourage Collaborative Learning

Group projects and collaborative learning activities
are excellent ways to bridge cultural gaps. TESOL
classrooms should frequently organize group
assignments that mix students from different cultures,
encouraging them to work together and learn from
each other’s strengths and perspectives.

5. Respect Cultural Norms and Boundaries

While it is important to share and interact, it is equally
crucial to respect each other’s boundaries and cultural
norms. The diverse environment of TESOL classrooms
is grounded in mutual respect, where all cultural norms
are acknowledged and valued.

6. Seek Support When Needed

If you are having difficulty navigating cultural
differences, seek support. The school provides various
support services, including counseling and daily drop-
in advice sessions, to assist students in adjusting and
thriving.

7. Celebrate Diversity

Seize the opportunity to celebrate and learn from the
diverse cultures represented in your classroom. The
school organizes various cultural events and festivals
that encourage students to celebrate and share their
heritage, fostering a sense of community and belonging.
Conclusion

Navigating cultural differences in the classroom
is essential for creating an inclusive and enriching
educational environment.

By cultivating cultural awareness, fostering open
communication, developing empathy, encouraging
collaboration, respecting cultural norms, seeking
support, and celebrating diversity, educators and
students can work together to bridge cultural gaps.
Embracing the vibrancy of diverse backgrounds not
only enhances the learning experience but also prepares
students for a global society.

Ultimately, the ability to navigate cultural differences
will lead to stronger relationships, a deeper appreciation
of varied perspectives, and a more harmonious
classroom atmosphere, benefiting everyone involved.

Wally Fadoo
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Congressional analysis reveals AUKUS
challenges asAustralialooksto armfuture
submarines with hypersomc missiles

A new US congressional
budget analysis has laid
bare the difficulties facing
US shipyards in ramping
up production of nuclear-
powered submarines so
that Virginia-class boats
can eventually be sold to
Australia under the 368$
billion AUKUS program.
The frank assessment of
US industrial challenges
has been released as senior
military figures expressed
confidence in the success
of the ambitious AUKUS
effort and  predicted
that future Australian
submarines would "likely"
carry hypersonic missiles.
Under the AUKUS
plan, Australia expects
to receive at least three
second-hand  Virginia-
class boats from the US
starting in the early 2030s,
before building a new
class of boats with the UK
known as SSN-AUKUS.
Before  Australia  can
receive its first Virginia-
class submarine in 2032,
the US government must
increase its current annual
submarine  production
rate from about 1.2 to 2.3,
soitcanmaintainitsoverall
naval force numbers
while transferring more
submarines.

However, in its latest
analysis, the Congressional
Budget Office shows how
the US Navy’s "priority"
program to build new,
larger Columbia-
class  ballistic  missile
submarines (SSBNs) is
behind  schedule and
could delay production of
the Virginia-class SSN.
"Increasing attack
submarine production by
building one Columbia-
class ship per year would

i i .
be extremely difficult
and costly for the US
submarine industry,” the
CBO document published
in January states.

"The Columbia-class
ballistic missile submarines
are two and a half times
larger than the Virginia-
class  Dballistic = missile
submarines, and the
amount of labor required
to produce the ships is
roughly proportional to

the size of the ship."

"In addition, nuclear
submarines with
submarines are a top
priority for the Navy.

As a result, the sale
of nuclear-powered

submarines to Australia
would reduce the number
of attack  submarines
available to the Navy."

The CBO report, "Naval
Shipbuilding Plan
Analysis 2025," also
discusses the potential
strategic advantages and
disadvantages of  the
United  States  ceding
some of its submarine
capabilities to its alliance
partner Australia under
the AUKUS program.

"This loss may be more
than offset by the fact that
Australian submarines will
be based in the Western
Pacific and thus be able
to respond more quickly
to any conflict with China

over Taiwan or other
issues in the South China
Sea.

However, Australia
will  control its own
submarines, and  its
participation  in  any
given conflict is not
guaranteed,” the report
warns, citing comments
made by Defense Minister
Richard Marles in 2023.
For his part, Greens
Senator and vocal
AUKUS  critic  David
Shoebridge called the
report  'incriminating,"
claiming it is further
evidence that Australia’s
nuclear and submarine
efforts are unraveling.
The CBO report lays
out a stark reality: any
submarines the US sells to
Australia under AUKUS
will have to come from a
very limited supply that
the US Navy needs.
Despite billions invested,
including from Australia,
the  US  shipbuilding
industry is  nowhere
near producing enough
nuclear submarines to
meet its needs, with no
reliable way to fix that.

"In fact, the US submarine
shipbuilding  problems
will only grow in the next
decade as it must produce
a whole new class of
Columbia-class nuclear
missile submarines as its

first priority."

Ahead of the CBO
analysis in Washington,
the head of the Australian
Submarine Agency
(ASA), Vice Admiral
Jonathan Meade, said he
was confidentthe AUKUS
nuclear submarine project
was progressing well.
"There is a lot of work
going on behind the
scenes, some of it sensitive,
but we are making solid
and tangible progress in
delivering this capability,"
Vice Admiral Meade said.
The head of the Australian
Submarine Agency also
said it was 'likely" that
the new SSN-AUKUS
nuclear submarine being
designed in collaboration
with the UK would be
capable of launching
hypersonic missiles.

"I think that gives you
a greater capability, as a
number of countries have
embarked on hypersonic
missiles, and there is a
lot of work being done
around the world on
hypersonic technology,"
he said.

"Hypersonic missiles are
really justavariant of some
of the existing missile
classes except they are
much faster, much more
manoeuvrable and much
harder to intercept,” he
said.

Late last year, the
Australian  Broadcasting
Corporation revealed that
former defence minister

Denis Richardson had
asked Mr Marles to
examine the NSA’s

operations amid concerns
raised from both
inside and outside the
organisation.

Australian ambassador to
US Kevin Rudd meets US
resident—elect Donald Trump

Australian ambassador to the US Kevin Rudd met US
president-elect Donald Trump last weekend in a bid
to build a positive relationship with the president-elect
after his allies suggested he might not continue in the top
diplomatic post.

The brief meeting - their first face-to-face encounter since
the former prime minister became Australia’s ambassador
almost two years ago - is understood to have taken place at
Trump’s golf course in West Palm Beach, Florida.

In what was thought to be a positive and normal exchange,
Dr Rudd conveyed Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s
good wishes and said he and Foreign Minister Penny
Wong looked forward to attending his inauguration in
Washington DC next week.

Albanese previously revealed that Dr Rudd had had
"direct contact” with Trump during the transition period
after he won the presidential election in November in a
stunning political comeback.

"It’s good that it happened,” the prime minister said of the
talks.

"It was very positive." During last year’ s election
campaign, Mr Trump launched an extraordinary attack
on Dr Rudd, saying he had heard he was "a little bit nasty”
and "not very smart".

The former president was asked in an interview about
the former Labor leader’ s attacks on him before he
was appointed ambassador, including calling Mr Trump
"crazy", "the most destructive president in history” and "a
traitor to the West".

Mr Trump said: "If he was hostile at all, he wouldn’
there very long".

In the wake of his election victory, several of Mr Trump s
allies, including his daughter-in-law Lara, have questioned
Dr Rudd’ s future as Australia’ s representative in
Washington DC.

The ambassador met with Mr Trump’ s new national
security adviser Mike Walz, his treasury secretary Scott
Bessent and his foreign secretary Marco Rubio before the
election.

"That” s how you do diplomacy, that’
results,” Mr Albanese said.

"I” mvery confident that Australia shows the importance
we place on our relationship with the United States by
having a former prime minister as our ambassador.” The
prime minister has faced some criticism for not proactively
seeking his own private meeting with Mr Trump like other
foreign leaders, with their first face-to-face talks likely to
be months away given the looming federal election. In the
wake of Mr Trump’ s victory, he told Mr Albanese in a
phone call that they would be "perfect friends".
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Family of jai

The family of an Australian
man who hasbeen in a Baghdad
prison since 2021 fears he could
die behind bars as he faces fresh
charges from Iraqi authorities.
Robert Pether has been jailed
and fined millions of dollars on
what his wife and legal team say
are trumped-up fraud charges
related to his time working as a
contractor in Iraq.

The engineer was working on
the construction of the new
headquarters of the Central
Bank of Irag, on the banks of
the Tigris River.

The project has been dogged by
budget overruns and massive
delays, leading to a series of
disputes between the bank’s
management and the project’s
builders.

There had been hopes that Mr

led Australian

Pether would be released in
early January, after spending
nearly four years in prison.

But those hopes have been
dashed by news that Iragi
officials are set to charge him,
and fellow Egyptian Khaled
Zaghloul Radwan, with alleged
money laundering offences.
Desiree  Pether  said  the
Australian  government had
abandoned  her  husband,
and had not championed his
case in the same way it had
championed other high-profile
detainees, including journalist
Cheng Li.

"Australia needs to step up now
and do more for Australian
citizens wrongfully detained
overseas, Ms Pether said.
His family said the charges were
a twisted interpretation of the

Robert Pether fears he could die behind bars in Iraq

law.

They said authorities were
pursuing him over his salary
from his former employer
— which the CBI alleges
amounted to money stolen
from the project.

If convicted, he could be
sentenced to more than a
decade in prison.

Mr Pether’s former employer,
CME, won a case against
the CBI at the International
Chamber of Commerce’s
arbitration court in early 2023,
ordering the bank to pay
the company $US13 million
($US21  million) over the
dispute.

There have been repeated
concerns about Mr Pether’s
physical and mental health
behind bars.

Ms Pether said he was in a state
of turmoil.

Ms DPether referred to the
findings of a Senate inquiry
last October, which called for
changes to how the Australian
government treats citizens who
have been wrongfully detained
overseas.

"Many Australian citizens hope
that the Australian government
will fight for their rights and
freedom,”  she said.

The Australian Broadcasting
Corporation asked Foreign
Minister ~ Penny ~ Wong’s
office about the Australian
government’s  defence  of
Mr Pether, and whether any
personal representations had
been made to members of the
[ragi government.

In a statement, a spokesperson

for Senator Wong said the
government recognised “the
personal loss that continues
to be felt by Mr Pether and
his family as a result of his
detention”

Pether’s release with the Iraqi
authorities.

There have been more than
190 instances where his case
has been raised, including by
the prime minister and foreign

"It is deeply concerning that
Mr Pether and his colleague Mr
Radwan remain in detention,
having served their sentences
imposed by the Iraqi courts,”

he said.

"We call on the Iragi authorities
to release Mr Pether and Mr
Radwan immediately.

The Australian government
will continue to support Mr
Pether and his family and
advocate for their interests and
well-being.”  An  Australian
government spokesman
nsisted  the  government
had been advocating for Mr

minister.

Senator Wong last raised the
issue in a phone call with her
[ragi counterpart in early
December last year.

The Australian government
has previously said it has had
regular contact with Iraqi
officials about Pether’s case,
and continues to provide
consular assistance to him in
prison.

AUNreporthas previously said
there is evidence that Pether
and Radwan were tortured and
forced to sign statements about
the initial fraud offences.
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Foreign Minister Penny Wong
has urged Peter Dutton and
Adam Bandtto avoid inflaming
community tensions following
the announcement of a phased
ceasefire agreement in Gaza.

Senator  Wong  described
the three-phase agreement
between Israel and Hamas, set
to commence on Sunday, as "a
really significant opportunity
to de-escalate tensions." She
emphasized the role politicians

play in shaping public
discourse.

However, she advised
Australian  political leaders,
including the  Opposition
Leader and the Greens

Leader—both of whom have
been vocal on opposing sides
of the issue—to be mindful of
their public statements.

"Mr. Dutton has a role in this,
as does Mr. Bandt. We don’t
want to bring this conflict
here," Wong stated.

"We may hold differing views,
but how we discuss those
views—that's what matters.
Unconstructive rhetoric
doesn’t help the cause.”

She further emphasized that
recent antisemitic incidents in
Australia were not just attacks
on the Jewish community but
also on the fabric of the nation
itself.

"Both you and I understand
what it means to live in a
multicultural society,” she said,
"and we understand the values
we must uphold to ensure the
strength of our community.

"I would really encourage Mr.
Dutton to be constructive, as
well as Mr. Bandt.

"We do not want to import
this conflict here. This is an
opportunity for all of us to
work towards peace."

Earlier on Thursday, Anthony
Albanese stated that there
was 'no role for Hamas" in
Gaza following the conflict,
after countries mediating the
ceasefire talks between Israel
and the Islamist militant group
announced a breakthrough.
The United States and Qatar
revealed that both parties had
agreed to a gradual release of
[sraeli hostages and Palestinian
prisoners in exchange for a
cessation of fighting.

The Prime Minister expressed
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hopethatthe deal, still requiring
approval from the Israeli
government, would serve as
"an opportunity to rebuild and
reform governance."

"This  agreement is a
constructive  step  towards
peace and stability in the
region,” Albanese said.

"Today should mark the
beginning of a new chapter for
both the Israeli and Palestinian
peoples.

"We hope it allows the
Palestinian people the chance
to rebuild and reform their
governance—an essential step
for pursuing
elf-determination.”

Daniel ~ Aghion, president
of the Executive Council of
Australian  Jewry, said the
local community was "deeply
relieved" by the ceasefire
announcement.

"Over the past 15 months,
we have watched in horror
as civilian hostages were held
and used as bargaining chips
to achieve Hamas’s malicious
ends," Aghion said in a
statement.

"We commend the Israeli
government for reaching this
ceasefire agreement, and we
fervently hope and pray that it
holds and that the hostages are
returned.”

He added that the question
of Hamas’s control over Gaza
remained unresolved.

"For now, however, we are
glad to see a resolution, and
we hope this grueling war
will soon end permanently
with peace for all the region’s
peoples.”

Hamas, which governs Gaza,
ignited the war with its brutal
terrorist attack on Israel on
October 2023 ,7.

Gunmen killed over 1,200
people and took hundreds

Take it for Free
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hostage as they retreated,
including children.

[srael’s subsequent response
devastated Gaza, where Hamas
had embedded  weapons
caches and operational sites
within civilian areas.

Around 46,000 people were
killed, according to local health
officials. The exact civilian
death toll remains unclear.
Albanese reiterated
that  Australia  remained
"unequivocal in condemning
the atrocities committed by
Hamas on October 7 and the
ideology driving this terrorist
organization."

"Hamas must have no role in
Gaza’s future governance," he
said.

"No future Palestinian state
should be in a position to
threaten Israel’s security.

"We will continue working
in  partnership  with  the
international community
to  support the urgent
humanitarian needs of Gaza’s
people.”

Under the proposed ceasefire
agreement —separately
announced by U.S. President
Joe Biden and Qatari Prime
Minister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman Al
Thani—33 of the 94 remaining
[sraeli hostages are set to be
released.

Hundreds of  Palestinian
prisoners will be freed in
return.

Precise details of the agreement
remain scarce, but reports

indicate civilians will be
allowed to return to northern
Gaza.

Additional humanitarian aid
will also be permitted into the
area.

Meanwhile, Israeli forces will
begin to withdraw.

At home, Australian Jews

fir greement

cautiously ~ celebrated  the
breakthrough.

"This is a tidal wave of emotion
for Israel and the Jewish
people—a mix of relief and
pain," said Dvir Abramovich,
chair of the Anti-Defamation
Commission, in a statement.
"The announcement that 33
hostages, taken in a terror
attack on October 2023 ,7, will
soon be reunited with their
loved ones is a beam of light
plercing through the darkest

abyss.
"For 467 soul-crushing days,
these  innocent  mothers,

fathers, sons, and daughters
have endured unimaginable
agony, held as bargaining chips
by a ruthless terror machine
feeding on suffering.

"Their imminent reunion
with loved ones is a triumph
of unbreakable spirit and
relentless resolve—a moment
of hope snatched from the jaws
of despair."

Abramovich, however, urged
people not to mistake this
moment for a resolution,
pointing out that dozens of
hostages remain in Hamas’s
hands.

"These men, women, and
children remain trapped in
a nightmare, their freedom
stolen,  their ~ humanity
ignored," Abramovich said.
"The world cannot turn its
back.

"The international community
has a moral obligation to act
with unwavering urgency to
secure the release of every
single hostage.

"Anything less is a betrayal of
justice and humanity."
Similarly, =~ Daniel ~ Aghion
welcomed the agreement but
stressed that Hamas must be
isolated if Palestinians are to
build anything from Gaza’s
ruins.

"The issue of Hamas’s control
over Gaza remains and must
be addressed if Palestinians
are to have any chance at self-
determination in the Gaza
Strip," Aghion said.

"For now, however, we are
pleased to see a resolution,
and we hope this difficult
war will end permanently
soon, bringing peace to all the
region’s peoples.”

The mistakes
of the great
are the
gravest
mistakes.

[ learned, for example, in my youth that the mistakes of great
leaders are the gravest of all mistakes.

When someone of the stature of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu begins addressing terrorism in the region, and after
[sraeli forces succeeded in dismantling the Hamas and Hezbollah
terrorist organizations, particularly by eliminating their leaders,
Netanyahu then succumbed to international pressure to declare a
ceasefire. Notably, those who pressured him included:

Joe Biden, who continues Barack Obama’s legacy of making deals
with the Muslim Brotherhood in the Middle East.

Penny Wong, who has always sympathized with the Palestinians,
despite their religious motivations to eliminate Israel due to certain
texts targetin% Jews.

Anthony Albanese, who supported Penny Wong's pro-
Palestinian views, which bolster the power of Hamas as a terrorist
organization.

The ceasefire carries both advantages and disadvantages for Israel,
Palestinians, and the international community.

Let us start with the advantages, followed by the disadvantages.
Advantages:

The ceasefire could lead to the release of some Israeli captives.
[sraeli forces may release Palestinian prisoners.

Celebrations will erupt in Arab countries and globally, especially
among those who misunderstand the reality of the situation.
Leaders who worked tirelessly to achieve the ceasefire will feel
pride and potentially gain Arab electoral support in upcoming
elections.

Disadvantages:

The release of some Israeli captives could be a deceptive move
by Hamas, as they are likely to release prisoners who are of
little importance to Israel, avoiding any major pressure on their
organization.

Palestinian prisoners released by Israeli forces will almost certainly
include terrorists, who will resume waging war against Israel, as
their religious doctrines dictate that the conflict is ?ar from over.
The widespread celebrations by Arabs worldwide, particularly
in Western countries, are not solely about the ceasefire but also a
celebration of Hamas’s return to confrontation and the renewed
hope of killing Jews in their quest for eradication.

International leaders like Joe Biden, Penny Wong, and Anthony
Albanese, who press Israel to cease fighting in the hopes of
appeasing Arabs and securing their electoral support, are deluded
by false promises. Arabs temporarily mislead them until they seize
power in European and American nations.

This strategy is rooted in religious texts, which some interpret as
allowing deceit during war, as evidenced by a hadith narrated by
Umm Kulthum bint Ugba ibn Abi Mu’ayt, who said:

"Idid not hear the Prophet permit lying in anything except in three
cases: reconciling between people, during war, and in a husband
speaking to his wife and a wife speaking to her husband."

They believe they are in a perpetual war with non-Muslims and
are commanded to fight until Islam becomes the dominant
global religion. This perspective explains their exploitation of the
ceasefire to achieve long-term goals.

Step by step, they aim to occupy the world and dominate its
peoples, guided by interpretations of religious texts they claim
sanction terrorism. For instance, in Surah Al-Anfal, it is written:
"And prepare against them whatever you are able of
power and of steeds of war by which you may terrify
the enemy of Allah and your enemy and others besides
them whom you do not know [but] whom Allah knows."
Now, after all that has been discussed, I must say that President
Benjamin Netanyahu made a grave mistake by agreeing to the
ceasefire. This truce essentially allows Arab Muslim terrorists to
regain their strength to fight against Israel and, eventually, the
entire world. Indeed, the mistakes of great leaders are the gravest
of all mistakes.




