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CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care.

Liverpool

' q Earn 1 Point for every $ you spend. For every 167
' . points you'll eamn a $5 reward off future purchases. SIGN UP TODAY -

Specialised Services
Simple and streamlined methods of providing specialised medication for Fertility
Clinics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surgeries and more. Save & Deliver Pharmacy
IS equipped with the equipment to cold store medications, deliver regular order
prescriptions and compound medications for doctors and patients.
Many of these services are provided at no extra cost to your clinic and at
discounted and affordable prices. We personalise our services to meet your
individual clinic’s and patients requirements to maintain customer satisfaction.

CincottaChemist [l CincottaChemist J| CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care.

279 Macquarie St 884 Anzac Parade 1/7 Munmorah Cct
Liverpool NSW 2170 Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529
T. (02) 9821 1942 T. (02) 9349 1602 T. (02) 4296 5548
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Care Services Australia

Your Plan
Your Way
Our Support

1300 455 322

L 4

Care Services
AUSTRALIA

Disability Services Support Co-ordination Home Care Services
Discover our Holistic Approach to your health Streamline your journey to empowerment with Elevate comfort with our Home Care services,
and wellbeing with our wide range of Disability our Support Coordination services, dedicated to offering personalized assistance, health
Services offered in Sydney, Melbourne and the facilitating and optimizing your access to monitoring, and companionship for enhanced
Gold Coast. essential support and resources. well-being in familiar surroundings.

We speak Your language...
We understand your culture

00000600000

Personal Meal Community Daily Living&  Domestic Registered Support Behaviour Well-Being Lawn Mowing
Care Preparation Participation Life Skills Services Nurses Coordination Support Activities Gardening

00000000060

Plan Allied Health Home Early Housing & Respite Supported Individualised Short Term Disability
Management Support Modification  Childhood Shelter Services Independent Living Housing Housing
Living

Discover Our holistic approach to Disabili
Services in Sydney, Melbourne, Gold Coast
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USAI Q@d 30016

At Unified Societies Australia Incorporated, we believe in the power of unity and the strength of

diversity.

Our mission is to bring together various communities across Australia, fostering a sense of belonging
and shared identity.

We aim to educate individuals from all backgrounds on the importance of embracing Australian
values and the rule of law, ensuring that everyone feels at home in this great nation.

Join us in our efforts to promote understanding, respect, and collaboration among all Australians.

Through workshops, community events, and educational programs, we empower individuals to act
as proud Australians while celebrating their unique cultural heritage.

Together, we can create a harmonious society where everyone thrives.

Become a part of the movement today! Let’s work hand in hand to build a brighter future for all
Australians.

For more information, visit our website www.usac.asn.au
or contact us directly.
Together, we can make a difference!
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PRD Real Estate Liverpool

Address | 71-73 Scott Street, Liverpool NSW 2170
Phone | 02 9732 4444

Email | Liverpool@prd.com.au

Trading Hours

Monday to Friday | 9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday | 9:00 - 4:00 pm 2

Sunday | Closed
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Mix Trading online

The best Online Shopping in Australia

Mix Trading online Offers the best price and
fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365
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Teen Nearly Shot as Melbourne Underworld
Figure Killed in Targeted Attack

An innocent teenager
came dangerously close to
being shot when gunfire
rained on a residential
Melbourne street during
a targeted attack on a
gangland figure.

The target was Hawre
Sherwani, 33, who was
just streets from his home
on Heysen Parkway in
Caroline Springs when a
series of shots were fired
about 10.30pm yesterday.
He rushed to a nearby
house for help, collapsing
by the front door.

"We were just talking
to him, "What's your
name, keep your eyes
open’. His eyes were
closing and in and out
[of consciousness], so we
were trying to keep him
awake," resident James
Fernando said.

"Our focus was just to
help him out and they call
the ambulance and the
police and they just try to
save him."

Sherwani was taken to
hospital with upper body
injuries but died shortly
afterwards.

CCTV showed Sherwani’s
VW  Golf being tailed
by the hitmen in a dark-
coloured car.

The hitmen had
retrofitted the car with
lights and sirens to imitate
an unmarked police car

and sounded a fake siren.
They then erupted in
gunfire at Sherwani, who
had long had a target on
his back.

Sherwani fled to get help
and bullets rang out.
During the gunfire, a
rogue bullet pierced the
bedroom window of a
-15year-old boy who'd
just left the room seconds
before it went through his
mattress.

Detective Superintendent
Janet Stevenson described

the attack as ‘"brazen,
irresponsible and very
targeted".

"It’s very concerning for
this neighbourhood," she
said.

"There could have been
people walking, there’s
still people being active
in their homes (at that

O D— —

time)."
What was left behind at
the scene was the VW

Golt covered in bullet
holes and Sherwani’s own
gun on the road.

A dark-coloured Tiguan
VW, which was stolen
from Clyde months ago,
was found torched a few
kilometres away on Beattie
Road about 10.45pm.
Stevenson said Sherwani
has organised crime links
and had been the victim of
a series of other targeted

attacks  for  "probably
more than two years".
Investigators will look

at whether this incident
is linked to a number of
shots being fired at him
on Fraser Rise, Caroline
Spring, on March 20 last
year.

The former Comanchero

bikie’s market business
was firebombed in the
past, as well as his home
multiple times.

He was investigated for

drug crimes, firearms
offences and standover
tactics.

His associate  Robert

Issa was executed in a
Craigieburn car park in
2023.

Stevenson  said  police
were "very concerned"
about potential retaliation
attacks following
Sherwani’s death.

A gun and dozens of
bullet casings remain
spread across the street
this morning as homicide
detectives  probe  the
scene.

Forensic detectives have
been seen carrying away
bags of evidence and
inspecting a trailer outside
a home.

Stevenson  said  police
believed at least one
person involved in the
shooting had been injured
and urged them to seek
medical assistance.

"It could be quite serious
injuries,” she said.

The two gunmen remain
on the run tonight as
investigations continue.
Police are seeking
dashcam footage from
the area at the time of the
shooting and car fire.

Heroic efforts by bystanders brmg mum back to life

A mum-of-two  was
left  technically dead
after suffering a cardiac
arrest on a Melbourne
footpath but was brought
back to life thanks to the
tremendous efforts of
bystanders.

About  six months
ago, -46year-old Kelly
Delaney collapsed in a
stream in Footscray.

The mum went into
cardiac  arrest  while
packing her belongings
from an outdoorlocation.
"She had no pulse so

she was dead,"” said
paramedic Mark Lunn.
Her  teacher, Justin,

immediately began CPR.
"It looked really bad, her
forehead was swollen
quite badly, there was a
lot of blood coming out

of her nose," he said.

A bystander who
witnessed the incident
rushed to a nearby cafe to
fetch a defibrillator.

The  owner,  Stacey
Ehresman, did not have
a defibrillator but her two
decades of experience as
a flight attendant meant
she was well-versed in
first aid.
Shedroppedthecupcakes

and ran to Delaney, who
administered CPR. She
continued to work even
after paramedics arrived.
"The oxygen she had left
in her body while she
wasn’ t breathing was
keeping her brain alive,
keeping her heart alive,"
Lunn said.

Paramedics said the
first aid efforts brought
Delaney back to life.

Delaney spent five days
in a coma and two
weeks in hospital but has
since made a near-full
recovery.

"Tcan’ teven put it into
words," she said.

Every day, 21 Victorians
go into cardiac arrest and
only one in 10 survive.
For every minute help is
delayed, the chance of
survival decreases by 10
per cent.

"T keep telling everyone
you need to learn CPR,"
Delaney said. "Family
members have bought
defibrillators and things
like that."

"Any basic first aid for

anyone is the most
important and helpful
thing you «can get,"

Ehrsman said.

Nana Graphic design

Ph: 0411305131

nagham_love_5@yahoo.com

New Victorian Opposition
Leader Declares Family «Off
Limits Amid Labor Attacks

Victorian Opposition Leader Brad Battin has declared his
tamily is off limits for political attacks as he settles into his
new role.

Battin took over the role following an internal party struggle
that saw former leader John Pesutto ousted to the backbench
about two weeks ago.

He has since revealed his shadow cabinet and is eyeing the
role of next state premier.

Speaking exclusively to 9News, Battin said the decision to
take over was difficult but necessary as he knows he can
make a difference.

"I believe I'm the best person for the job so I've come in here
with alot of skill set that I think will take us forward," he said.
But since coming into what some regard as the "worst job in
the world" Battin has been met with ferocious targeting and
attacks from the state government.

He has been labelled an "L-plate leader”,
"cuts guy".

Battin said none of it is true.

"It’s actually quite interesting, Labor are acting more like
an Opposition and we’re acting more like the alternative
government,” he said.

But while politics are being played, Battin warned Victorian
Labor to keep his family out of it after the party was in hot
water for making a post about Opposition Leader Peter
Dutton’s wife.

"My tamily are off limits. I've been very reluctant to put my
daughters’ names out there even. I just think that families are
off limits," he said.

Gunman on the run after
man shot in Melbourne's
northwest

"extremist” and a

Police are hunting a gunman after a man was shot
to death on a normally quiet residential street in
Melbourne’s northwest.

The victim, a man in his 30s, is said to have been
shot on Hessen Parkway in Caroline Springs at
about 10.30pm after a series of shots were fired.
He was taken to hospital with upper body injuries
but died a short time later.

A gun and dozens of bullet casings were still
scattered across the street this morning as
homicide detectives investigated the scene.
Forensic investigators were seen carrying bags of
evidence and examining a trailer outside a home.
The gunman is still on the run.
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Canterbury-Bankstown Council Faces 508K

Clean-Up Bill After lllegal NYE Fireworks

The aftermath of illegal
New Year’s Eve fireworks
in one south-west Sydney
suburb incurred 50,000$
worth of damages and
produced up to five
tonnes of waste, the local
council has said.

Three sporting fields that
were the site of illegal
fireworks in Canterbury-
Bankstown council are
now out of commission.

They are located
at  Roberts Park in
Greenacre, Thurina
Park in Villawood and

Walshaw Park
Hill.

The damages include a
20,000$ clean-up bill and
another 30,000% to replace
the three cricket pitches.

in  Bass

- .
The fields are so torn up
that local cricket games
slated to be held there
this weekend had to be
relocated.

Cricket associations
affected by the closures
include the Canterbury
&  Western  Suburbs
Cricket Association,
Bangladesh Super League,

o
i

\
Sydney Morning Cricket
and Bankstown District
Cricket Association.

Five tonnes of waste was
also collected across the
three sites, made up of
fireworks, litter and other
rubbish left behind.

A spokesperson  for
Canterbury-Bankstown
said the "reckless"”

behaviour = "must  be
condemned".

"The irresponsible actions
of a handful of people
cost Council tens of
thousands of dollars and
disrupts sporting activities
for many others,"
a  spokesperson  for
Canterbury-Bankstown
council said.

"Council urges those
responsible to think twice
about the consequences
of their actions.”

The spokesperson also
said police resources in
the area were already
stretched,  and  said
they would be further
pressured by having to
track down the people
who set the fireworks off.

Commuters Warned of More Train Delays

as Rail Union Pla

More train delays could
be on the cards, as a rail
union is set to launch
further industrial action,

with members "getting
frustrated".
Commuters have been

warned to brace for more
train delays, as a rail
union prepares for further
industrial action across
NSW amid a pay dispute.
The protected three-day
action would begin on
January 15; however, it
could continue longer as
Sydney” sRail, Tram and
Bus Union hopes to bring
the state government back
to the bargaining table
over demands for a 32 per
cent pay rise across four
years.

The action is slated to
include speed reductions
in areas where trains can
typically travel more than
80km/h as well as a ban on
union members working
with contractors.

RTBU NSW  branch
secretary Toby Warnes
assured commuters the
action wouldn” t have
a 'massive impact" on

-

them, though they would
"start to feel some impact
over the next couple of
weeks", according to the
ABC.

"Thisisall down to the fact
that ever since Christmas
Eve, we called on the
government to come back
to the bargaining table,"
Mr Warnes said.

"We told them we were
available Boxing Day, and

we haven’ t heard a peep
trom them since.
"We’ re getting

frustrated, and we just
want to see this deal
done."

A Transport for NSW
spokesperson confirmed
the organisation was made

aware of 10 new industrial
actions by the RTBU that

could come into effect
from January 15.

"These actions are not as
disruptive as those applied
before Christmas," the
spokesperson said.
"Passengers should
continue to plan ahead
and check the latest
updates on the Transport
for NSW website before
making their journey."

A NSW  government
spokesperson said the
"best way to resolve this is
toresume mediation in the
Fair Work Commission".
"The government has
made a fair and reasonable
pay offer to the rail

ns Further A

X

ction

unions," the spokesperson
said.

"At the end of the day we
can’ t say yes to the rail
unions whilst at the same
time say no to the nurses
union and other unions
who reached reasonable
settlements  over  the
course of 2024."

An 11th-hour agreement
halted industrial action
over New Year’ s Eve

following a  meeting
with the Fair Work
Commission.

The RTBU committed to
no new industrial action
that could threaten New
Year’ s Eve events, with
up to 1000 extra services
instead having run -
about 40 per cent more
than on an average day.
NSW Transport Minister
Jo Haylen at the time
confirmed the wunion
had  withdrawn their
industrial action, with the
Fair Work Commission
having  assisted  the
state government in the
process.

NewsWire has contacted
the RTBU for comment.

Man Dies from Critical Injuries
in Gateshead, NSW Suburban Home

A man has died

in NSW.

Emergency services were called to
the Mahogany Crescent home in
Gateshead, Lake Macquarie, about

11pm Thursday.

A man believed to be aged in his 30s
was found critically injured.

He died at the scene

after he was
found with critical injuries inside a
suburban home south of Newcastle

identified.

A crime scene has been established
and police have
investigation into the circumstances
ot how the man was injured.

NSW Police would not confirm
reports the man was found with stab

wounds.
despite

Police are speaking with several

paramedics’  efforts.
The man is yet to be formally

launched an

people and were set to canvas the
area on Friday morning.
Anyone with information has been
urged to come forward.

N

ELICOS TEACHING METHODS

ELICOS (English Language
Intensive Courses for
Overseas Students) employs
diverse teaching methods
designed to enhance the
language acquisition process
for international students.
These methods typically
stress a  communicative
approach,  fostering  an
engaging environment where
students can practice and
improve their English skills.
Below are some of the key
methodologies commonly utilized in ELICOS programs:
1. Task-Based Learning: This approach revolves around
real-world tasks that require using English in practical
scenarios. By engaging in activities such as role plays,
group projects, and problem-solving exercises, students
practice their language skills within meaningful contexts.
For example, they might simulate a restaurant scenario
in which they take on different roles, enhancing their
vocabulary and conversational skills while learning to
navigate social interactions in English.

2. Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL):
CLIL merges subject matter learning with language
development, allowing students to study topics in
specific disciplines—like science, mathematics, or
history—while simultaneously enhancing their English
proficiency. This dual focus improves language skills and
deepens students’ understanding of the content, making
learning more relevant and context driven.

3. Interactive Learning: This method prioritizes student
engagement and encourages a collaborative atmosphere
through discussions, cooperative tasks, and peer
teaching. By allowing students to express their thoughts
and opinions in English, such interactions help students
build confidence and improve their communicative
skills. Structured group activities, like debates or team
presentations, can significantly contribute to developing
critical thinking and language skills simultaneously.

4. Communicative  Language Teaching (CLT)
Emphasizes the importance of speaking and listening
in language acquisition and aims to enable students
to communicate effectively across various contexts.
Teachers design activities, ranging from informal
conversations to structured interviews and listening
exercises, that mirror real-life communication scenarios.
Thisfocushelps students develop fluency and spontaneity
in English conversations.

5. Differentiated Instruction: Recognizing students’
diverse learning needs and abilities, teachers employ
differentiated instruction to tailor lessons to various
proficiency levels within the same classroom. This may
involve moditying lesson content, using varied teaching
strategies, and providing customized resources to ensure
that all students can engage meaningfully with the
material, regardless of their starting point.

6. Feedback and Assessment: Regular and constructive
feedback is a cornerstone of ELICOS programs.
Instructors assess students’ language use through
formative assessments and provide insights that
help learners identify strengths and areas needing
improvement. Personalized feedback, such as comments
on written assignments or verbal feedback during
speaking exercises, allows students to track their progress
systematically.

7. Technology Integration: Technology integration is
pivotal in modern ELICOS programs. Language learning
apps, online resources, and multimedia presentations
enhance student motivation and provide diverse learning
experiences. For instance, students might engage with
interactive language software or virtual reality scenarios
that simulate real-life environments where English is
used, thereby enriching their learning experience.

These comprehensive teaching methods are carefully
designed to create a supportive, immersive environment
where students can effectively develop their English
language skills, preparing them for academic and social
success in an English-speaking context. ELICOS utilize a
variety of teaching methods designed to create a dynamic
and immersive language learning environment. These
methods focus on enhancing students’ English language
skills while making the process engaging and relevant to
real-life situations.

By/ Wally Fadoo
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Aussie Median Wage Rises by 48$
to 548 a Week, New Analysis Shows

The median wage for Australian workers covered by
enterprise agreements has increased by 54$ a week in
the year to September 2024, new data has revealed.
Wages in the private sector continue to outpace
growth in public sector jobsat 3.9 per cent compared
to 3.5 per cent, according to government analysis
released on Friday.

Wage growth for workers covered by enterprise
agreements were also slightly above figures reported
in the September quarterly update of the wage price
index which recorded a 3.7 per cent uptick in private
sector pay, and a 3.5 per cent boost to public sector
wages year-on-year.

Using the median weekly wage of 1396$, this
amounts to a 54$ pay bump for private sector
workers, or a 48$ weekly increase for employees in
the public sector.

In annual terms, it is an increase of about 2808$% and
2496$ respectively.

The Albanese governmentsaid the figures confirmed
enterprise bargaining was helping to lift wages,
despite resistance from the business sector.

A record number of newly approved enterprise
agreements were minted in the September quarter,
with the 933 contracts covering more than 240,000
employees.

Updated data also revealed that as of July 2022 ,1,
a record 1.26 million Aussie workers were now
covered under 9483 enterprise contracts.
Employment and Workplace Relations Minister
Murray Watt said the positive wage growth was
helping to temper cost-of-living increases.

"We know things have been tough for Australians
over the past few years, as global economic
conditions have impacted us here at home," he said.
"That” s why Labor has worked hard to get wages
moving again, by supporting increases to the
minimum wage, passing our Same Job, Same Pay
laws and by funding pay rises for workers in aged
care and early education.

"Every one of these changes was opposed by Peter
Dutton and the Coalition, just like they opposed all
of Labor” s cost of living relief."

He also took aim at the Coalition for "deliberately
keeping wages low," pointing towards data which
revealed quarterly wage growth averaged to 2.9 per
cent across the private sector, and 2.7 per cent in the
public sector under the former government.

"Only Labor has a plan to keep your wages growing
to help deal with cost-of-living pressures,” he said.
"On the other hand, Peter Dutton and the Liberals
want to cut your wages and make you work longer
for less.

"While Australians are doing it tough, this would
be the worst time to risk a cut to your wages under
Peter Dutton."

Despite this, powerful business lobby, the Business
Council of Australia has opposed mandatory
multi-employer bargaining, with chief executive
Bran Black previously arguing the "top-down, one-
size-fits-all" approach hampers productivity and
competition.

"We need to seriously examine how recent industrial
relations changes are thwarting productivity growth
and holding us back," he said.

"Changes like multi-employer bargaining have
taken our workplace laws back to the 1970s and
threaten our ability to invest and innovate."

senator Jane Hume: No immediate
drop in energy bills under Coalition

Australians will not see an immediate drop in their
power bills if the Coalition wins this year” s federal
election, finance spokeswoman Jane Hume has
admitted.

With cost of living top of mind for voters, the Coalition
has promised to deliver cheaper power to households.
It has accused the Albanese government of pushing
energy prices up with renewables and spruiked its
alternative pathway to a nuclear grid as a more reliable,
cheaper way of reaching Australia’ s net-zero goal.
But in talking on the cost of living on Friday, Senator
Hume admitted Australians would get no energy bill
relief under the Coalition "on day one".

"To tackle the cost of living you need to tackle
inflation," she told the ABC.

"To do that you need to do it at its sources. We would
make sure that energy prices come down by putting
more energy in the system."

Pressed on a timeline, Senator Hume said it had "to
start with putting more gas in the system to shore up
the grid and to make sure there’ s plenty of energy
supply".

Pressed further, she said: "Of course it” s not going to
be a reduction in your energy bills on day one.

"The only way you can do that is through subsidies,
which actually make the problem worse, because
sustained increases in government spending push up
inflation."

The Reserve Bank has said government spending at
federal and state and territory levels was contributing

L ‘

to sticky inflation but stressed it was not the main
driver.

Opposition Leader Peter Dutton announced costings
for the Coalition” s nuclear plan in December,
slapping a 331$bn price tag on it.

He framed the upcoming federal vote as a choice
between "higher electricity prices under Anthony
Albanese” or a "system where we won’ t have
blackouts, will have consistency of power, but
importantly, for families right now, will have cheaper
cost of electricity”.

But he failed to say how the plan would immediately
help households struggling now, telling reporters that
was "a near-term picture of support that we need to
addressand we” 1l talk more about that".

Most energy and policy experts, including within the
national science agency and energy operator, have
said taking Australia atomic would take decades and
could cost double the renewables course.

Cautious response to
Anthony Albanese's 200Sm
regional WA housing pitch

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has made housing the
centrepiece of his latest election pitch to Western Australia,
pledging to "unlock” more than 1,000 homes across the
state’s regional communities.

Touching down in Kununurra on Wednesday night after
a whistlestop tour of the Top End, Mr Albanese said the
200$ million package would help ease the housing crunch
across multiple WA cities as well as boost community
infrastructure.

The lack of available housing remains a key factor behind
many of the social and economic issues crippling regional
WA, with private businesses and government services
struggling to find homes for critical staff.

The funding, which would be used to develop power,
water and other infrastructure to support housing stock,
included 22$ million in Karratha, 32.8$ million across WA'’s
Wheatbelt and 14.2$ million in Albany.

Speaking in Kununurra on Thursday, the prime minister
said the government wanted to drive growth across regional
WA.

"Making sure we understand that it’s not just about Perth,"
Mr Albanese said.

In Karratha, 1,530 kilometres north of Perth, current
modelling predicts a shortfall of nearly 1,200 homes across
the next decade.

Rents in this region are also some of the highest in Australia.
Funding from Labor’s package would focus on the Mulataga
Housing Estate on the city’s outskirts.

"Initially there will be 130 lots delivered,” City of Karratha
chief executive Virginia Miltrup said.

"Then revenue generated from developing those lots will
roll forward into supporting future phases in unlocking
land."

City representatives travelled to Canberra last year in a bid
to turn Commonwealth attention to Karratha’s housing
challenges.

"I really do believe we've raised the profile of not only
Karratha, but the Pilbara, in Canberra,” Ms Miltrup said.
However, Karratha builder Kim Janney said the cost of land
and infrastructure was not the key problem.

"The build price is significantly more than what you can buy
on the market," he said.

In the Wheatbelt, an alliance of local governments has
identified a shortage of almost 1,500 houses.

Shire of Victoria Plains chief executive Sean Fletcher said
the region’s funding injection, to be split between 10 shires,
was significant.

"This funding will allow us to address 500-400 of that
housing stock that we need," he said.

"A majority of businesses are saying they need housing for
workers, they can’t expand otherwise."

It is a similar situation in Esperance, where research by the
local chamber of commerce has identified 60 local jobs that
could be immediately filled if there was adequate available
housing.

"They are jobs that require people with technical skills that
are probably not in town," Shire President Ron Chambers
said.

"But there are other sectors, such as healthcare, policing and
education that are also suffering."

Further north in the Wheatbelt, mining and renewable
energy developments have put pressure on available
housing stock.

"We need a combination of quality worker, community and
social housing," Moora Shire President Tracy Lefroy said.
"I'm hoping if we get some housing, it will free up rentals so
we can have these new workers come to town."
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Anthony Albanese grllled on big housmg plan

Anthony Albanese has
brushed oft predictions
that  his  ambitious
target of creating 1.2
million  houses  for
Australians over five
years is "cooked", as
the government braces
for new inflation figures
that will play a big role
in deciding if the RBA
cuts interest rates in
February.

The Prime Minister
has  defended  the
housing target today as
he continues his pre-
election blitz around
Australia, including a
50$ million boost to
housingand community

infrastructure projects
in Cairns and Far North
Queensland.

Butit’sthe government’s
target of creating 1.2
million houses over five
years that is running
behind schedule.

The Coalition claims
that Australia’s
immigration rate is too
high and is fuelling the
housing crisis.

Labor’s target requires

Australia

flammable  cladding,
structural defects, and
leaks.

"How damaging do
you think this is for you
meeting your housing
target? You've said in
the past it’s ambitious,”
Mr Albanese was asked
this morning on ABC
breakfast host Stephanie
Marsh about Australia’s
latest housing approval
tigures.

"Do you think now it
might be cooked?," she
said. "No, to be clear,
that was a month-to-
month issue and what
happens in the cycle of
a calendar year is these

put in

built
thousands of shoebox
apartments, riddled with

20,000 homes to be changes,” Mr Albanese
built per month, 60,000 replied.

homes per quarter, or "On the year-to-year
240,000 homes a year. data, there was an

But the tederal increase of more than
government is set to 3 per cent. Thats a
fall short by 64,000 positive outcome.

properties in the first 12 "That shows that what’s
months. happening is  there
The record for housing are more approvals

construction n a
-12month  period in
Australia was 223,600,
set in 2017 when
some experts argue

occurring. And we have
an ambitious plan, yes,
for 1.2 million homes
tfor Australians.

"But that’s why we’ve

place  our
Housing Australia
Future = Fund  and

Housing Accelerator to
deliver increased social
housing. We've got our
Build to Rent legislation
that finally got through
the Senate in December,
that’s about increased
private rental dwellings.
And our Help to
Buy Scheme is about
helping Australians into
home ownership.”" The
Albanese Government

also remains hopeful
of an interest-rate
cut before the next

election with just two
opportunities for that
to happen, when the
Reserve Bank meets on
February 18 and March
31.

"Inflation had a 6 in
front of it and was rising
when we came to office.
It now has a 2 in front
of it and is falling,” Mr
Albanese said today.
"[tis heading in the right
direction. At the same
time, we’ve provided
support for families
under cost of living
pressures, whether it be
Free TAFE, Cheaper
Medicines, Cheaper

Child Care, the tax
cut for every single
Australian taxpayer.”

Speaking on  ABC
radio ahead of today’s

consumer price index

figures, Treasurer Jim
Chalmers  said  the
"monthly numbers

bounce around a little
bit".

"They’re not often as
reliable as the quarterly

figures we get on
inflation  but  what
these numbers  will

show today will be an
indication of the very
substantial progress
we’ve made in the fight
against inflation,” he
said.

"Remember when we
came to office inflation
had a 6 in front of it and
was rising, it now has a
two in front of it. We
have made some pretty
substantial progress on
inflation.

"But we know there’s
more work to do
because people are still
under the pump."

The Treasurer said he
would not pre-empt
the Reserve Bank’s next
move other than to note
that the quarterly figures
are now within the
Reserve Bank’s target
range.

Opposition treasury
spokesman Angus
Taylor said that core
inflation went up in the
last data and grocery
prices were «right at the
heart of that.».

Senator Jacqui Lambie Urges Young Aussms to Volunteer

Tasmanian senator Jacqui Lambie has called on
young people to volunteer in the aftermath of
natural disasters, warning incidents will become
more severe and frequent due to climate change.
Senator Lambie, who is calling for more
incentives to increase volunteering among
Aussie youths, to ensure the country is equipped
to combat the immediate aftermath of floods,
bushfires and other potentially devastating
climate events.

The Bureau of Meteorology has also sounded
the alarm that a likely late summer La Nina
weather event could bring higher-than-average
rainfall over the coming months.

"Australians young people aren’ t signing on
to volunteering but I can’ t blame them. they
are struggling with student debt, the housing
shortage and a career landscape that demands
multiple skills," she said in statement.
Thefirebrandsenatorisalso chairingacommittee
into establishing a National Volunteer Incentive
Scheme (Climate Army), which is accepting
submissions until February 25 and set to report
to parliament by September 22.

The probe will examine how programs can
recognise and compensate volunteers and

Increase

rewards of volunteering,"

participation
universities and other educational institutions.
"We need to be prepared and so we need to
find ways to show the younger generation the

schools,

thfougﬁ

said Senator Lambie,

who served in the Australian Army prior to

joining politics.

"In many countries they have conscripted

national service. I

am not proposing

conscription, but there are other models around
the world that are worth looking it."

Statistics from Volunteering Australia reported
rates of volunteering have struggled to recover

following the Covid pandemic,

with rates

already on the decline prior to 2020.

California Wildfires:
Australia ‘Ready to Assist’

Australia "stands ready” to assist the US government
amid raging, catastrophic bushfires in California, with
Emergency Management Minister Jenny McAllister
stating the government will do ‘“everything we
responsibly can” to help.

Although no requests have been made, Senator
McAllister said Australia has reached out through
"diplomatic channels".

"We are yet to receive any response for assistance, but of
course, as always, we stand ready to assist our friends in
the United States," she told Sky News on Friday.

"We’” 1l do everything we responsibly can should a
request come before us."

Any potential request would be made by the
US’  Federal Emergency Management Agency to
Australia’ s National Emergency Management Agency
of Australia.

States and territories would then be approached to
provide available resources, with the Department of
Foreign Aftairs and Trade and federal government co-
ordinating Australia’ s response.

She also acknowledged the "long history of co-
operation” between the countries on firefighting, with
the US notably lending Australia aircraft and personnel
during the Black Summer fires.

"We actually had personnel in the US over the course of
2024, and of course, we’  ve received great benefit from
US personnel coming to Australia in years previous as
well," she said.

To date seven people have died and more than
nearly 10,000 structures have been destroyed in the
unseasonable blazes ravaging Los Angeles. The weather
event is estimated to be the costliest blaze in US history,
with estimates insured losses could exceed US20$bn
(AU32.37$bn).

The timing of the Californian fires could also pose
a threat to Australia’ s fire season, with Australia
relying of leasing agreements from the US and Canada
to sustain our firefighting fleet when needed. Senator
McAllister said while current advice suggested that the
arrangements were the "best way to secure a sufficiently
flexible fleet to meet a changing fire environment," the
government has committed a review into processes,
and will review the results later this year.

To date, Labor has also committed 96$m to -2025
26 to boost aerial firefighting resources, allowing the
government to procure a Large Air Tanker and three
heavy-lift helicopters.

"Co-operation will continue to be a feature of how
we manage our fire seasons here in Australia and right
across the world. But we do know we’ ve got to step
up,” she said.

"We’ ve received advice from the scientists very clearly
for years that these kinds of circumstances are going to
arise more frequently, and we are going to confront fire
seasons that in some instances will be unprecedented.”
Speaking from Perth on Friday, Anthony Albanese also
said he was "very conscious” of the wide-ranging impact
of the "unseasonal” weather event, and whether this will
limit the US”  ability to help Australia during our fire
season.

"It” s one of the issues that we need to be cognisant of.
Climate change is real," he said.

"Historically, what we’ ve got is had an exchange of
assets and personnel between the southern hemisphere
and the northern hemisphere. and you’ ve had
assistance going both ways.

"We’ veseena significant loss of life, an enormous loss
of property and assets on the West Coast of the United
States.”
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Australia’s Next Phase: What’s Ahead?
Will the Situation Improve if Peter

Dutton Becomes Prime Minister?

By Editor-in-Chief Sam Nan

Since the Australian Labor
Party’s victory on May ,21
2022, the country has faced
challenges resulting from
their negative actions in
various fields. The Liberal
voices of the people and
politicians  opposing  this
party, which seems to be
driving Australians into life’s
hardships, have been scarce.
Labor’s Unfulfilled Promises
Since  assuming  power
in May 2022 under the
leadership  of  Anthony
Albanese, the Labor Party
has pursued an ambitious
agenda, making numerous
election promises. However,
several of these promises
remain unmet:
Environmental Reforms:
Labor  pledged decisive
action to combat climate
change, including reducing

carbon  emissions  and
increasing  reliance  on
renewable energy. While

some progress has been
made, critics argue that their
targets have yet to be fully
achieved.

Affordable Housing:

The party  promised
to enhance housing
affordability. However,

high property prices persist,
signaling that efforts have
not yet produced the desired
outcomes.

Mental Health Services:
Labor  committed  to
increasing  funding and
improving mental health
Despite  some
initiatives, reports indicate
that challenges in the
healthcare system remain.
Challenges Facing Labor
Labor faces hurdles that
could hinder its ability to
deliver on its promises:
Parliamentary Opposition:
Difficulties  in  passing
legislation due to

services.

resistance
may lead to delays or

parliamentary

modifications ~ of  their
agenda.

Economic Challenges:
Global ~ and  domestic

economic conditions could
limit the government’s
ability to implement costly
policies.

Will Peter Dutton Improve
the Situation?

Peter Dutton, leader of the
opposition and head of the
Liberal Party, is a prominent

and  controversial  figure
in  Australian  politics.
As  elections  approach,

many wonder whether his
leadership as Prime Minister
could bring improvements
across various sectors.

1. Economic Reforms
Dutton has emphasized
reducing living costs and
strengthening the national
economy. His  policies
focus on supporting small
and medium enterprises,
reducingtaxes, and attracting
foreign investments.
However,  his  success
depends on executing these
plans inclusively to benefit
all Australians.

2. Immigration and Borders
Known for his strict stance
on illegal  immigration
and border control during
his tenure as Minister for
Home  Affairs, Dutton
might introduce tougher
immigration measures if
elected. While this may

appeal to those prioritizing
national security, it could
also raise concerns about its
impact on cultural diversity
and the economy.

3. Climate and Energy
Dutton supports investing
in traditional energy sources
like coal and natural gas
alongside renewable energy

projects.  However, the
Liberal Party’s previous
climate  action  record

taced criticism for its slow
transition to  sustainable
energy.

Achieving a balance between
energy needs and global
climate commitments will be
critical.

4. Education and Healthcare
Dutton has pledged to
increase funding  for
education and healthcare,
particularly in rural and
remote areas. These policies
could garner significant

support if implemented
effectively to address existing
disparities.
5. Political and Public
Challenges
Despite  his  extensive

political experience, Dutton
faces challenges in gaining
widespread approval due to
his image as a stern leader
potentially out of touch
with the working class. His
success as Prime Minister
will depend on his ability
to connect with diverse
demographics and present a
compelling, inclusive vision.

Australia’s  future  under
Peter Dutton would hinge on
his government’s capacity to
deliver on election promises
effectively and inclusively.
By striking a balance between
economic growth, social
equity, and environmental
sustainability, his leadership
could have a positive impact.
However, the ultimate
judgment will rest on his
practical performance
and response to ongoing
challenges.

Extreme Heat
and Heavy Rain
Hit Australia

Australia is experiencing
extreme weather, with a
heatwave in the interior and
heavy rain on the east coast.
The Bureau of Meteorology
has issued warnings for
the Northern Territory,
Queensland, Western
Australia, and Tasmania.
Temperatures in parts of
the interior, including the
southeastern Northern
Territory,  southwestern
Western  Australia, and
northwestern South
Australia, are expected to
hit~ 47 — 45C, with nights
remaining above = 30C in
some areas.

Meanwhile, Sydney and
Brisbane are bracing for a
wet weekend, with heavy
rain and storms causing
localized  flooding  in
Southeast Queensland.
Lake Haring recorded 93
mm of rain in just an hour.
Dry conditions and strong
winds have also increased
bushfire risks in South
and Western Australia.
Residents are advised to stay
hydrated, monitor weather
updates, and prepare for
extreme heat, storms, and
potential fires.

Businessman Fady
Wahbeh Visits Ausﬁralia

Businessman Fady Wahbeh, hailing from Tennessee, USA,
recently made a combined family and business visit to Australia.
This trip reflects his forward-looking aspirations to expand into
the Australian marketand explore opportunities for collaboration
with local entities, aiming to achieve his ambitious business goals.
Visit to Australia Today Newspaper

During his stay, Fady Wahbeh visited the headquarters of
Australia Today newspaper, where he was warmly welcomed by
Editor-in-Chief Dr. Sam Nan. The visit was marked by a day full
of activities and fruitful discussions, accompanied by Dr. Sam
and his family.

Topics of discussion ranged from cultural insights about
American and Australian societies to exploring avenues for
commercial collaboration, particularly in media and advertising.
Vision for Expansion

Mr. Wahbeh envisions promoting his new projects through
advertising and public relations, leveraging his extensive
experience in managing successful ventures in the U.S. His
portfolio includes:

A premium service company offering

luxurious experiences with modern vehicles.
An advertising and PR firm that promotes global projects.
A celebrity event management company thatattracts international
stars and public figures during their visits to the U.S.

With a track record of success in the U.S., Wahbeh aims to
replicate this achievement in the Australian market by offering
tailored, high-quality services that cater to local needs and align
with the unique characteristics of the Australian market.

He views Australia as a strategic gateway for expanding his
business footprint globally.

A Family-Centered Visit

While the visit primarily focused on business, Wahbeh also
ensured he spent quality time with his family and Dr. Sam Nan’s
family.

The day was filled with warm, familial interactions, where
stories and memories of their shared heritage were exchanged,
reinforcing the bonds among family members.

A Milestone in His Career

Fady Wahbeh'’s visit to Australia marks a significant step in his
professional journey.

He seeks to establish new connections and expand his business
into untapped markets.

With his extensive expertise and ambitious vision, he is poised
to bring innovative services to the Australian market, paving the
way for further growth.

Looking Ahead

The upcoming days are expected to bring positive developments,
bolstering Wahbeh'’s presence in Australia.

His exceptional skills and forward-thinking approach are likely
to lead to remarkable achievements.

Australia Today extends its warmest wishes to Fady Wahbeh
for continued success in both his personal and professional
endeavors.

We eagerly anticipate hearing more good news soon.

You have made us proud as a shining example of Egyptian
excellence around the world.



