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GHASSAN ALASSADI

Public Accountant & Tax Agent /
B.Eco,Adv,Dip,Acent,MIPA,AFA,MPA,JP

0411 216 619

Unit 3 /125 Auburn Rd
Auburn NSW 2144

9

S

lasadi.com.au &)
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Ph / Fax: (02) 8084 7638
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Music Instrument maintenance

Piano, Guitar, Keyboards,
Drums, Accordion and

oriental instruments
Call: 0430063929
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PRD Real Estate Liverpool

Address | 71-73 Scott Street, Liverpool NSW 2170
Phone | 02 9732 4444

Email | Liverpool@prd.com.au

Trading Hours

Monday to Friday | 9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Saturday | 9:00 - 4:00 pm -

Sunday | Closed

»
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CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care.

Liverpool

' q Earn 1 Point for every $ you spend. For every 167
' . points you'll eamn a $5 reward off future purchases. SIGN UP TODAY -

Specialised Services
Simple and streamlined methods of providing specialised medication for Fertility
Clinics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surgeries and more. Save & Deliver Pharmacy
IS equipped with the equipment to cold store medications, deliver regular order
prescriptions and compound medications for doctors and patients.
Many of these services are provided at no extra cost to your clinic and at
discounted and affordable prices. We personalise our services to meet your
individual clinic’s and patients requirements to maintain customer satisfaction.

CincottaChemist [l CincottaChemist J| CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care.

279 Macquarie St 884 Anzac Parade 1/7 Munmorah Cct
Liverpool NSW 2170 Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529
T. (02) 9821 1942 T. (02) 9349 1602 T. (02) 4296 5548
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At Unified Societies Australia Incorporated, we believe in the power of unity and the strength of

diversity.

Our mission is to bring together various communities across Australia, fostering a sense of belonging
and shared identity.

We aim to educate individuals from all backgrounds on the importance of embracing Australian
values and the rule of law, ensuring that everyone feels at home in this great nation.

Join us in our efforts to promote understanding, respect, and collaboration among all Australians.

Through workshops, community events, and educational programs, we empower individuals to act
as proud Australians while celebrating their unique cultural heritage.

Together, we can create a harmonious society where everyone thrives.

Become a part of the movement today! Let’s work hand in hand to build a brighter future for all
Australians.

For more information, visit our website www.usac.asn.au
or contact us directly.
Together, we can make a difference!
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Three teens allegedly
stabbed in machete fight
in Melbourne car park

[] ot iaoar oo |

Three teenage boys were allegedly stabbed after being set upon
by a group of machete-wielding people in Melbourne’s West
this morning.

Police said there was an altercation between a group inside a
blue Holden Barina and another group inside a white Ford
Sedan in the car park of a Braybrook Metro service station and
convenience store about 12.45am.

The occupants, some of whom were allegedly armed with
machetes, got out of the vehicle and set upon another group of
teens.

Two -17year-old boys and one -18year-old boy were stabbed,
police were told.

One of the -17year-old boys was transported to hospital, the
other two were treated at the scene for minor injuries.

Residents in the area say it's becoming an all too common
occurrence.

"(I'm) not too surprised, because every day something happens,”
local Zac told 9News.

He said it was "frustrating and scary, because you don’t know
the next step they’re going to do."

"They have so much freedom."

The group inside the Ford fled the scene and remain on the run.
The investigation into the incident is on-going.

Truck driver wanted
after motorcyclist
dies following
crash on major
Melbourne freeway

A young motorcyclist has died in hospital after a truck crash in
Melbourne yesterday, as police continue to search for one of the
drivers involved.

The crash occurred at 4.30pm on the West Gate Freeway, near
the Williamstown Road exit in Spotswood, causing major delays
for commuters during the peak-hour rush.

Officers believe the motorcyclist was attempting to lane filter
between two trucks when he was hit.

The -24year-old Werribee man was taken to hospital with life-
threatening injuries, where he died.

One truck driver stopped at the scene, while the other did not.
The second truck was last seen travelling westbound on the
freeway, according to police.

Investigators would like to speak to the driver of the truck and
are appealing for anyone with dash cam vision, or who witnessed
the collision, to contact police.

Record December temperatures for
Victoria, Ballarat fire uncontrolled

People living near an
uncontrolled bushfire at
Ballarat were being told
to leave their homes as
firefighters battled overnight
to contain the blaze.

The fire at Melbourne
Road in Creswick was still
not under control, Vic
Emergency said in its update
just before midnight.

The fire was travelling north-
easterly from Melbourne
Road towards Sawmill Road
in Springmount.

"Don’t wait, leaving now
is the safest option -
conditions may change and
get worse very quickly,” Vic
Emergency said.
"Emergency services may
not be able to help you if
you decide to stay."

A relief centre had been
established at the Doug
Lindsay Reserve, Lindsay
Park Drive, Creswick to
accommodate residents
who are impacted.
Authorities  across  the
state have been on alert
for the threat of bushfires
as temperatures soared on
Monday.

Melbourne CBD hit a
peak temperature of 38.8
degrees about 6pm before
a cool change from western
Victoria was expected to
envelope the city.

In the Mallee region,
Walpeup recorded a top
47.1 degrees, marking its
second highest December
temperature on record.
Earlier in the day Walpeup
was one of the hottest places
on earth, as the mercury
crept past 45 degrees.
Geelong and Ballarat both
recorded  their  highest
temperatures for this time
of year, reaching 42.3
degrees and 40.8 degrees
respectively.

As a reprieve from the heat
approached, meteorologists
warned the possibility of

thunderstorms and  dry
lightning this evening could
spark further fires.

"Also isolated thunderstorm
activity ~ developing over
western and central parts
could result in dry lightning
and trigger some fire starts,"
Michael Efron from the
Bureau of Meteorology said.
Multiple grass fires across
the state threatened to cause
havoc.

Melbourne motorists were
alerted to passing smoke
across the West Gate Bridge
after a grass and scrub fire

broke out in bushland
beneath the bridge.
Callers to triple zero

reported multiple trees on
fire near the Bay Trail in Port
Melbourne just after 10am,
which quickly expanded to
encompass three different
fires moving in a south-
westerly direction.

Nearly 50 firefighters and a
water bombing helicopter
worked to contain the
blazes, which spread both
north and south of the West
Gate Freeway.

Elsewhere in  Victoria,
residents in  Chetwynd
and Powers Creek, in the
west  Wimmera  region
were warned to evacuate
after a bushfire started at
Casterton-Edenhope Road.
Spot fires and embers
were starting fires up to
500 metres ahead of the
main fire, which was not

under control and already
impacted  private  land
towards Chetwynd.
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The bushfire was travelling
in a south-easterly direction,
but wind changes were
expected to change the
route of the fire towards
Connewirricoo.

While emergency services

teared the expected
wind change could
cause  'dangerous and
unpredictable” conditions,
the mercury in Melbourne
remained slightly cooler
than predicted.
"Abitofcloud coverthrough
central and eastern parts of
Melbourne has suppressed
the temperatures a little bit,"
the Bureau of Meteorology’s
Dean Narramore said.

The conditions had been
forecasted to be "beyond
extreme", with the Country
Fire  Authority  chief
declaring Victoria’s bush is
"ready to burn".

"It will be a nasty day, we
need to make sure we are
ready,” CFA chief executive
Jason Heffernan said on
Sunday.

"The fuel’s been baked, it
is dry, [Monday]’s heat
and wind mean fuel is even
drier.” A large air tanker
and 54 other planes and
helicopters were in position
and prepared for one of
the worst fire danger days
Victoria has seen in years.
There was a total fire ban
for most of the state, with an
extreme fire danger rating
in the central and western
districts.

"The fire conditions in
those areas will be quite

horrendous, those hot dry
~ northerly winds," Heffernan
| said.

"The bush is ready to burn."
Many schools in those areas
were closed.

The dry conditions are
comparable to those before
the 2020 Black Summer
bushfires, with the added
fuel of a late harvest.
Residents were told to use
the Vic Emergency app
and pay attention to the
warnings.

Meanwhile, after storms
in Brisbane on Saturday
the Lord Mayor has a
stark warning for south-
east Queenslanders: Get
ready now or feel the force
of Mother Nature set to
unleash this summer.

The deluge hit suburbs on
the south-side, triggering
memories of Brisbane’s
near-biblical 2022 floods.
Mayor Adrian Schrinner
said the ground was already
"saturated” from the amount
of rain."

Any short sharp storm can
trigger flash flooding," he
said.

A total of 237 millimetres
of rain drenches the city in
November, which is double
the monthly average.
Forecasters warned it’s set to
continue.

"The odds are skewed a little
bit towards unusually high
rainfall this year," Senior
Meteorologist, Steve Hadley
said.

Rain returned to
Queensland yesterday.
From Mackay down to
the Gold Coast some parts
could get between 10 and 40
mills per day but the Bureau
says some patches in South
East Queensland could get
up to 70 mills again, while
some could get get up to
100. The ground is already
wet, so the flash flooding is
a possibility.

Man hospitalised after intense blaze at

A man has been hospitalised following a fire at a mechanical
repairs shop in Melbourne’s west overnight.

A raging inferno broke out at the factory in Sunshine about 8pm
last night, while the owner and three workers were inside.

There were intense flames and thick plumes of black smoke,
which could be seen from kilometres away, as more than 60

firefighters battled the blaze.

"Fire crews said the fire was pretty intense," Fire and Rescue
Victoria Commissioner Rob Henderson said.
"It's a mechanical workshop so there’s a lot of fuel inside which

fuelled the fire."

Melbourne mechanic

The staff members managed to self-evacuate before the flames
took hold but the owner was taken to hospital for treatment after
suffering burns to his face and hands.

He returned later to find the building destroyed.

Council building surveyors deemed the property structurally
unsafe and demolished it along with two neighbouring

businesses also damaged by the fire.

Fire investigators are still determining the exact caused the blaze,
butit’s understood to have been sparked by a piece of machinery.
Customers and locals say they intend to rally behind the business
and hope the owner can rebuild.
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Chris 0)Keefe reveals
decision to quit media
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2GB radio presenter Chris O'Keefe has revealed he is stepping
back from the airwaves and will also quit journalism.

The multi-award winning O>Keefe, who has spent more than 13
years at Nine - with much of that as state and federal political
reporter for 9News - told his listeners the decision to quit 2GB
was one he had been wrestling with for months but he has
decided to embark on a new venture.

«This s entirely my decision, I have decided to finish up not only
in radio but in the media,» O>Keefe, who took over the reins on
the afternoon Drive show in January 2023, said.

"Today is my last show, and my last day in journalism. It's been
a difficult decision, and one I have been wrestling with for many,
many months.

"As much as T have enjoyed my time here at 2GB and my 13
years at Nine, the time is right for me to make the call to move
on.

"I'm a young father, and I am looking at what the next 10 years
looks like for me and my family. And as we all do from time to
time, I have had to answer this question,” added O’Keefe, who
is married to Fox League broadcaster Yvonne Sampson and dad
to their baby boy Henry.

O’Keefe says he will now open up a political and media advocacy
business, "to help clients navigate their projects or issues through
the maelstrom of government and public opinion”.

More than 70 guns,
weapons seized from
north-west Sydney home

A man will face court after more than 70 guns and weapons
were seized from a home in Sydney’s north-west.

Police raided the home on Cecil Street in Denistone East,
near Ryde, at 9am yesterday.

The search allegedly uncovered 27 guns and 45 other
prohibited weapons, as well as thousands of rounds of
ammunition.

Allitemswere seized and will undergo forensic examination.
A -4lyear-old man was arrested at the property and taken
to Gladesville Police Station.

He was charged with two counts of a licensee not complying
with storage regulations, possessing a prohibited weapon,
intentionally importing prohibited goods and other
charges.
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Horrilying footage of violence
againstNSWretailworkersprompts
warning ahead of Christmas

Horrifying security
footage has been released
highlighting an escalation of
violence towards fast food
and retail workers.

The rise of assaults on
staff, including at major
supermarkets, has
prompted the NSW State
Government to intervene
in the lead-up to the
notoriously busy Christmas
and Boxing day shopping
period.

Footage of one incident
shows a person allegedly
fly-kicking a worker to
the ground, repeatedly
punching and kicking them.
In another incident, a
young customer can be seen
hurling a metal scooter at a
staft member’s head.

Several videos of incidents
released  show  female
workers being punched.
Footage of another occasion

shows a customer pulling
a knife on staft after being
told to leave the store.

The wunion for workers
in retail, fast food and
warehouses says abuse like
this has become all too
common - especially in the
lead up to Christmas.
"There’s never any excuse
for this kind of behaviour,"
SDA secretary Bernie Smith
said.

Of 4600 workers surveyed
in the retail and fast food
industries, at least 3496
workers experienced

A VPG B

regular verbal abuse, and
800 people experienced
physical abuse.
"Cost of living’s hard or
there’s items missing or
lines are long, but don’t you
reckon the retail worker
at the end of the checkout
wishes they had extra people
to help them?" Smith said.

As a result, the State
Government has
introduced tougher

penalties for assaults against
retail workers.

"We take a zero-tolerance
approach to anyone who is

aggressive or assaults retail
workers,”  Work Health
and Safety Minister Sophie
Cotsis said.

These penalties can now
mean a maximum of 4 years
imprisonment for assaulting,
intimidating or throwing
anything at a retail worker.
If grievous bodily harm
is inflicted, a maximum
penalty of 11 years jail can
be expected.

"We've seen 100 people
charged so far, 44 people
have been convicted and
there’s 13 people spending
Christmas behind bars this
year because they abused or
assaulted a retail worker,"
Bernie Smith said.
Woolworths is  among
retailers that are now raising
awareness of the growing
issue, rolling out anti-
violence posters in stores
from next week.

Police operation boosted to post-October
7 levels after antisemitic attack in Sydney

NSW Premier Chris Minns
hashintedatpotential changes
to legislation following an
antisemitic attack in Sydney’s
east, as police resources were
boosted in response.

Overnight multiple
properties at  Woollahra
were sprayed with anti-Israel
slogans, while a Toyota
Corollawas destroyed by fire.
Police  said  emergency
services were called to

Magney Street in the city’s
east shortly after lam.

The burned-out car, along
with  another «car, two
buildings, and the footpath
along Magney Street were
graftitied.

Police later confirmed the
Corolla had been driven to
the scene by the vandals.

It’'s believed the car was
stolen.

Images from the scene
showed apparent anti-Israel
graffiti.

Police wish to speak with two
people believed to have been
in the vicinity at the time.
They are described as being
of slim build, between 15 to
20 years of age, and wearing
face coverings and dark
clothing.

Woollahra is home to many
Jewish community members,
though police said that this
attack did not appear to be
targeted at specific people.

In a press conference this
morning, Premier  Chris
Minns said it was "a hate

the

crime  on streets  of
Sydney".

"A violent act of destruction,
clearly anti-Semitic, designed
to strike fear into the
community that lives in this
part of Sydney," he said.
Police Commissioner Karen
Webb  confirmed  that
Operation Shelter, which was
launched in NSW following
the Hamas attack on Israel
on October 7 last year, would
be returned to the same
operational settings it was at
following that day.

"The return of operation
shelter to the post-October
7 settings means there will be
increased patrols, increased
engagement  with  the
community, very high visible
police presence,” she said.
"We are taking police and
dedicating them to Operation
Shelter."

Meanwhile, Minns said he
was "not closing the door" on
potential legislative action.
"If we need laws in place to
protect what has been built
over multiple decades and
make sure that people feel

safe in Australia, that's what
we will do," he said.

"We cannot have a situation
where we are importing
conflicts around the world
onto the streets of Sydney
and saying, well, it’s just
inevitable because something
happened on the other side
of the world."

Executive ~ Council  of
Australian  Jewry co-chief
executive Alex Ryvchin said
it was "another act intended
to terrorise us, drive us from
our country and make our
tellow Australians fearful of
associating with us".

"How long will this continue
and with what horrors will it
end? We ask that you stand
with us. March with us. Don’t
let this evil tear our country
to pieces,” he said.

"We expect the new AFP

taskforce to bring the
perpetrators  swiftly  to
justice."

Speaking to Today, NSW
Premier Chris Minns called
the incident a "shocking
antisemitic hate crime" that
would be met with "a full

police response”.

He said it was clear there were
some in the community with
"hate in their heart".

"You have to understand
that Australia has, per capita,
the second highest number
of  Holocaust  survivors
anywhere in the world,
people who've come to this
country to escape this kind of
antisemitism,” he said.

"It would be particularly
distressing to them."

He said it was not a random
act of vandalism, but a
"targeted attack”, and said he
was open to all options for a
united response to repudiate
it.

" want  (the Jewish
community) to know that
your average Australian, 99
per cent of them, regard this
as disgraceful and will stand
up against it, and that the
Australian  community s
with the Jewish community,”
he said.

Prime Minister ~Anthony
Albanese said the incident
was an "outrage".

"l will be briefed by AFP
Operation  Avalite officials
this morning. 1 stand with
the Jewish community and
unequivocally condemn this
attack,” he said.

"There is no place for hatred
or antisemitism in our
community."

Earlier this morning, Minns
called the images from the
scene "shocking”.
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Auditors have slammed the
tourism office for spending
three-quarters of its budget
on contractors, with most of
those contracts made through
closed-door  arrangements
that did not show "value for
money".

Anauditof Tourism Australia
found it had reported a total
266$ million in contracts
with a start date between July
2021 and June of this year,
and that more than two-
thirds "did not involve open
competition”.

Auditors  found Tourism
Australia regularly failed to
comply with requirements
to find contractors who
were best value for money,
treating suppliers fairly and
appropriately declaring
possible conflicts of interest.
They found it was "common"
for there to be no actions to
manage identified conflicts
of interest, including in cases
where tourism office workers
had previously worked for
a company tendering for
a contract, or no records
of those actions. Tourism
Australia told the audit office
In any instances where a
material conflict of interest
is recorded, management

o N

take appropriate  action,
for example excluding the
individual from the scoring
process".

The auditor’s report also
reveals details of an internal
audit by Deloitte in 2023,
which examined the gifts
and benefits tourism office
workers had received over a
six month period.

That investigation looked at
15 declared gifts, and found
three cases where staff had
been gifted sponsored travel
without seeking approval.
Tourism  Australia’s  rules
require staff involved in a
procurement not to accept

gifts  from  "companies
associated with the
procurement”. In  June,
Tourism  Australia  boss

Phillipa Harrison revealed
she had referred three former
staff to the National Anti-
Corruption  Commission

TourismAustraliaspentthree-quarters
of its budget on contractors

3
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after they were sacked for
charging  taxpayers  for
personal travel. The anti-
corruption
decided it would not launch
an  Investigation  because
the employees had been
terminated and the funds
repaid. Half of the contracts
auditors
awarded to candidates who
had not been assessed to be
the best value for money,
and many contracts involved
work commencing before a
contract was actually in place.
Many of those contracts had
also been varied, with at least
one contract doubling in
value, without any records
on why additional payments
were being made — and
sometimes  retrospectively
adding additional services

commission

examined  were

that had already been
delivered or paid for.
For other marketing

contracts, Tourism Australia
used a list of "Friends
of Australia” and social
media influencers it said
it had vetted — but the
only document provided
to auditors had not been
updated for considerations
such as any evidence of
inappropriate behaviour by
brand advocates.

None of the 33 contracts
the audit office examined
had a management plan
in place, "including some
high-risk and high-value
arrangements'”.

Tourism Australia agreed to
nine recommendations made
by auditors, including to
strengthen its procurements
processes and run more open
and competitive tenders.
"Some of the report’s findings
relate to work undertaken
during the unprecedented
events of the COVIDI9-
pandemic, when Tourism
Australia’s primary focus was
on the emergency response
to support an industry in
crisis,” the agency responded
in a letter to auditors.

"Nevertheless, Tourism
Australia  accepts  the
recommendations for
improvement.”
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Chris Bowen: | see (atal errors»
in Coalition nuclear plan

Chris Bowen has warned
there are "fatal errors” in the
Coalition’s estimates for its
nuclear energy plan.

The Opposition  formally
unveiled the costs of its plan
for a net-zero nuclear power
grid by 2050 on Friday,
pegging a 331$ billion price
tag to energy reform.

The costs were largely based
on an assumption that
Australia’s energy demand was
much lower than the Albanian
government had forecast.
Reacting to the Coalition’s
long-awaited ~ update, the
Climate Change and Energy
Minister said the assumption
was one of "three fatal errors in
these costs".

"Thisisa fatal error in their cost
estimates and it’s a dangerous

error  because it’s risky,"
Mr Bowen told reporters in
Sydney.

"It risks leaving Australians
without the energy they need."
Planning the energy system
"We need to plan an energy
system for economic growth.
"And we need to plan an
energy system for the future,
one that has data centres and
artificial intelligence.
"Weneed to plan for an energy
system that gives Australians
the options they might choose
to adopt, such as electric
vehicles and electrifying their
homes."

Mr Bowen went on to
challenge  the  modelling
assumption of a sustained cost
of 30$ per megawatt hour.

A national science agency
analysis earlier this week put
that cost at 200$ or more.

He also said the Coalition

"assumed its  plan  would
require less transmission”.

"It doesn’t matter how you
produce electricity,  you
have to get it to homes and
businesses and that requires
transmission and transmission
lines are full and need to
be replicated regardless of
whether the energy comes
from renewables or nuclear,"
Mr Bowen said.

Peter Dutton, announcing the
nuclear plan in Brisbane, said
the nuclear plan would reduce
electricity bills but failed to
say how it would immediately
help households struggling
amid rising electricity costs.
He said the Coalition was
putting forward a "sensible
mix of energies” as opposed
to the Albanese government’s
renewables path, which he has
criticised as unreliable and
expensive.

"What I would say to every
Australian is that at the next
election people can vote for
higher electricity prices under
Anthony Albanese or they
can vote for a system where
we don’t have blackouts, we
have consistency of energy,
but more importantly, for
households now, we have
cheaper electricity, so that
means the mix that we have

adopted has a purpose in
mind," Dutton said.

But when asked how the plan
would help Australians with
their electricity bills now, he
struggled to answer. "There is
anear-term picture of support
that we need to address and
we will talk more about that,"
he said.

"In terms of the work that has
been done, the independent
cost estimates that we have
today show that there is a cost
differential of 44 per cent, so
44 per cent cheaper under the
Coalition energy plan than
the Labor energy plan over
the implementation period
and lower emissions than
in 2050 under our plan as
well." Nuclear modelling by
the National Science Agency
and the Energy Operator also
suggested the plan could more
than double the cost of energy.
Earlier, Mr Bowen said the
coalition had made "some
pretty heroic assumptions”
to arrive at the 331$bn figure.
The figure was drawn from
modelling commissioned by
Frontier Economics.

The firm estimated the cost
of the Albanian government’s
renewable energy plan at
594$bn last month. According
to its analysis, the coalition’s

plan provides the transport
infrastructure.

It also relies on consumption
not increasing as rapidly as
Labour had in mind in its
renewable energy plan.

But that modelling runs
counter to every other major
assessment of renewable and
nuclear options,

including by the National
Science Agency, which put the
cost of nuclear at twice that of
renewables.

In addition, Mr Bowen said
the coalition had "just plucked
anumber out of the air"

in an attempt to double
the cost of the transport
infrastructure associated with
the Albanian government’s
renewable energy plan.
Moreover, he said: "Theyre
making it up as they go
along," adding that they had
"hinted "~ that nuclear needs
less transport.”

"This is a warning, you still
have to get electricity across
the country.

I'm not sure how nuclear is
going to get into the grid,
maybe by carrier pigeon if
they’re going to somehow
make sure you're going to
need lower transmission
costs," he said.

"They've had to make some
very heroic assumptions here,
and they've really had to
stretch the truth to try to get
some very dubious numbers."
The Coalitionhaslongclaimed
that its plan to bring nuclear
power to Australia would cut
household electricity bills.
Bridget McKenzie repeated
that claim while defending the
costs.

Clare angered by

A federal minister has been left
fuming after anti-Islam graffiti
appeared in his electorate,
saying "brain dead idiots" were
sowing division in Australia.
New South Wales Police
confirmed on Monday they
were investigating after "F***
Islam" and "Cancel Islam" were
spray-painted on a tunnel in
the western Sydney suburb of
Chester Hill.

The suburb is home to a large
Muslim community.

It comes after cars were set alight
and anti-Semitic messages were
daubed on buildings in an
eastern Sydney suburb with a
large Jewish population.
Responding to the anti-Islam
incident in his electorate, Mr
Clare said whether it was "anti-
Semitism on the streets of
Sydney or anti-Islam, they are
as bad as each other".

"Children are not born racists,"
he said.

"This parasite is eating away at
people and our community.”
As the MP for Blaxland, Mr
Clare represents one of the

most culturally diverse seats in
the country.

Nearly 32 per cent of voters are
Muslim.

He said Australia was "the best
country in the world because
we are made up of people
from all backgrounds living in
harmony".

"It’s these idiots who write stuff
on the walls of Sydney streets
like this that are undermining
all that," Mr Clare said.

"That’s why we need to speak
out about why we are the best
country in the world and why
we need to do everything we
can right now to keep our
country together."

[srael's war against Islamist
militants in Gaza has sparked
social protest on the streets of
Australia’s biggest city, with
inflammatory rhetoric  being
thrown into the conversation.
As the death toll in Gaza climbs
to 40,000, many members
of  Australia’s  Palestinian
community have lost family
members to the war.
Meanwhile, reports of anti-

anti-Islam

Semitism have been on the rise,
following the firebombing of a
synagogue in Melbourne earlier
this month.

State and federal officials have
repeatedly  warned  against
importing the conflict.

The truth is that the federal
minister, like others who
appease Muslims in Australia,
may or may not know that
some Muslims in European
countries are accustomed to
carrying out terrorist acts,
and in order to cover up their
criminal act, they do something
similar to themselves, so that
the scales are balanced. They
write anti-Jewish statements
according to what the Quran
has ordered them to do, that the
Jews are their enemies and that
they must lie in wait for them at
every opportunity.

Then after that, "in order
to remove suspicion from
themselves," they begin to
write anti-Islamic statements,
so that they say that they are
poor and oppressed. And soon
you find politicians who always

sraffiti

appease them because they have
many votes in the elections,
by condemning this behavior
and that Muslims are their
brothers in the homeland, and
statements to appease them.
The truth is that this did not
and will not work.. Matters
have begun to be exposed and
the games they are accustomed
to have begun to appear, and
people have thinking minds,
and they will know the plan.

[ do not mean politicians,
because some politicians want
to win over Muslims, or are
afraid of them, and therefore
they try to appease them.

Soon they will commit another
terrorist act, and then they will
do the same thing to themselves
to prove that they are being
persecuted.

Australia backs UNRWA
resolution in UN votes infresh
blow to Israel relationship

Penny Wong has again called for a ceasefire in Gaza after
Australia backed a United Nations resolution demanding
an "Immediate, unconditional and permanent"” end to the
fighting in the Palestinian territory.

More than 150 countries voted for the ceasefire, including
the vast majority of Israel’s Western allies.

Noting the overwhelming support for the resolution,
the Foreign Minister said on Thursday the international
consensus was clear.

"For the past year, the world has been calling for a ceasefire
in Gaza and the immediate and unconditional release of
hostages," she wrote on social media.

"Today 158 countries voted in favour of this, including
Australia, the UK, NZ, Canada, Japan and Germany.
"We want this war to end and the hostages home."

The ceasefire resolution also called for "the immediate
and unconditional release of all hostages" Hamas took
after launching its brutal October 7 terrorist attack on
Israel last year.

However, it did not condemn the Palestinian militant
group’s actions or demand it lay down its arms.

Israel launched its military action in Gaza after Hamas,
the Palestinian Islamist group that runs the territory, killed
more than 1200 in its brutal October 7 assault last year.
Thousands more were wounded, while militants took
hundreds hostage as they retreated.

Much of the attack, which represents the largest loss of
Jewish life since the Holocaust, was captured in graphic
videos that flooded social media.

Hamas’ leadership has vowed to do it again, which is why
the Albanese government’s repeated calls for a ceasefire
have rubbed Benjamin Netanyahu up the wrong way.
The Israeli Prime Minister has accused Labor of taking an
"extreme anti-Israel position" and said it was "impossible
to separate” from last week’s firebombing of a synagogue
in Melbourne.

The Albanese government has rejected the charge and
insisted it supports Israel’s right to self-defence but how
Israel defends itself must be in line with international
rules.

North of 40,000 people have been killed in the casualty-
heavy response in Gaza.

Almost the entire population of the densely populated
strip has been displaced and aid groups and independent
monitors have been warning for months ofan increasingly
dire humanitarian situation in the conflict zone, with
disease and famine rampant.

That situation is feared to only worsen if Israel goes
ahead with its ban on the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA), avital aid agency often called the "backbone”
of the humanitarian response in Gaza.

The UN voted on two resolutions on Wednesday evening
(local time), both of which Australia backed.

One demanded the ceasefire, while the other called for
reversal of Israel’s decision to ban UNRWA.

A total of 159 countries voted in support of the UNRWA
resolution and 158 backed the ceasefire resolution, with
the vast majority of Israel's Western allies supporting
both.

Australia’s ambassador to the UN James Larsen said
even though Australia did not support everything in the
UNRW A resolution, obstructing the agency’s "operations
will only exacerbate an already terrible humanitarian
crisis”.

"Although Australia does not agree with everything in the
resolution titled “Support for the Mandate of UNRW A’,
our vote in favour reflects our view that UNRWA must
be able to continue its lifesaving work," Mr Larsen said.
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Federal budget 278bn in the red
and womt return to balance for a
decade, Myefo fecasts

Australia’s federal budget is on-trac
a deficit of 26.9$bn this financial year
and is not projected to return to balance
until 35-2034, according to the midyear
economic update (Myefo).

On Wednesday the treasurer, Jim
Chalmers, and the finance minister, Katy
Gallagher, released the update, which
breaks Labor’s streak of two full-year
budget surpluses with a deficit in its third
year, albeit one that is 1.3§bn smaller than
projected in May.

Chalmers and Gallagher said the result is
"almosthalfthe47.1$bn deficit we inherited
for this year from our predecessors".

The economic statement sets the scene for
a 2025 election in which Labor’s economic
management during high global inflation
and both major parties’ plans for future
cost-of-living relief will be central issues.
On Wednesday, Chalmers played down
the prospect of further cost-of-living
relief. He said the government would "do
more *** if we can afford to", but noted
the 5.5$bn in the decisions taken but not
announced category — which can hide
pre-election sweeteners — was "relatively
small”.

Cumulatively, deficits are 22$bn worse
over four years, with the deficit projected
to increase to 46.9$bn in 26-2025, or %1.6
of gross domestic product (GDP), before
falling to 38.4$bn in 27-2026 and 31.7$bn
in 28-2027, back down to a deficit of %1
of GDP. But the midyear update said
Australia’s budget deficits are better as a
share of the economy in every year over
the medium term than the pre-election
fiscal outlook, the position inherited from
the Coalition when Labor was elected in
May 2022. "The underlying cash balance
is projected to improve over the medium
term, returning to balance by 35 —2034,"
it said. "Gross debt is expected to stabilise
at %36.7 of GDP at 30 June 2027, before
declining to %31.4 of GDP by 30 June
2035." Chalmers said the government had
ignored "free advice" from commentators
and political opponents "that we should
slash and burn and have some kind of
austerity budgets”, arguing that "would
have been diabolical for an economy that

.,
|

is barely growing as it is".

Economic growth in Australia is expected
to increase from %1.4 in 24 —2023 to
9%1.75 in 25— 2024, and then %2.25 in
26 —2025.

However, this is a downgrade on
projections contained in May’s budget,
which forecast growth of %1.75 in -2023
24, then %2 in 25-2024.

The update said that "the impact of higher
interest rates, cost-of-living pressures and
global economic uncertainty has weighed
on the Australian economy more than
anticipated".

Chalmers and Gallagher said that "despite
the pressures coming at us, we’re on track
for a soft landing and our budget strategy
is helping".

"Our economy is growing, inflation is
moderating, real wages are growing,
unemployment is low, more than one
million new jobs have been created, we're
rolling out tax cuts and cost-of-living help
to help people doing it tough, and there’s
now much less debt than when we came to
office.”

Although prices rose by %3.8 in 24-2023,
higher than the %3.5 projected in May,
inflation projections are largely unchanged
since the May budget. Both the midyear
statement and budget project inflation of
9%2.75 for the next two years.

By contrast, the Reserve Bank projects that
headline inflation will increase above %3
for some quarters in 26-2025. Chalmers
said the difference was largely "timing" and
the price of petrol, not because treasury
was accounting for a further round of
electricity price relief.

Inflation returned to the RBA’s target
band for the first time since 2021 in the
September quarter 2024, the update said.
"This was supported by the government’s
cost-of-living relief in the 25-2024
budget, which is expected to directly
reduce annual inflation by %0.5 of a
percentage pointin 25 — 2024."

The midyear update is pessimistic
about the prospects of unemployment

remaining low, suggesting that despite
an unemployment rate of just %3.9 in
November that the proportion of jobless
Australians will rise to %4.5 in June.

The midyear update also revised up the
rate of net overseas migration from 260,000
projected in the budget to 340,000, in line
with experts’ expectations due to sluggish
growth in departures even while the rate of
arrivals slows.

The update reveals a total of 5.5$bn
spending over four years in "decisions

taken but not yet announced" and
measures for which the cost is "not for
publication”.

Commonly used as an inexact metric for
the size of an unspent election war-chest,
the figure includes confidential sums paid
for Aukus nuclear submarines and an
undisclosed sum for "enabling a reliable
and secure energy transition".

The update reveals the government will
provide additional funding of 1.2$bn over
six years from 252024 for the energy
grid through recapitalising the Rewiring
the Nation program.

The update reveals that in addition to
increasing fees for international student
fees in July, the government will also
increase the visa application charge for
temporary graduate visas by %14.75 from
1 February 2025, estimated to increase
receipts by 1.7$bn over five years.

Before of the release, Labor boasted that it
has improved the budget by a cumulative
200$bn over the six years to 28-2027
inherited from the Coalition, despite
8.88bn of "unavoidable spending” in the
mid-year update and 16.3$bn in changes
to payments and programs.

Chalmers and Gallagher said the
government had done so by returning
"%78 of upwards revisions to revenue
since the election, compared to our
predecessors who averaged around %40".
"Average real spending growth will be
%1.5 over the six years to 28-2027, which
is less than half the -30year average and
around a third of our predecessors.”

English and Arabic News

Clare furious over anti-
Islam graffiti but doesmt
know the truth

A federal minister has been left fuming after anti-Islam graffiti appeared
in his electorate, saying «brain dead idiots, were sowing division in
Australia.

New South Wales Police confirmed on Monday they were investigating
after (F*** Islamy and «Cancel Islam), were spray-painted on a tunnel in
the western Sydney suburb of Chester Hill.

The suburb is home to a large Muslim community.

It comes after cars were set alight and anti-Semitic messages were daubed
on buildings in an eastern Sydney suburb with a large Jewish population.
Responding to the anti-Islam incident in his electorate, Mr Clare said
whether it was canti-Semitism on the streets of Sydney or anti-Islam, they
are as bad as each other).

«Children are not born racistsy, he said.

«This parasite is eating away at people and our communityy.

As the MP for Blaxland, Mr Clare represents one of the most culturally
diverse seats in the country.

Nearly 32 per cent of voters are Muslim.

He said Australia was "the best country in the world because we are made
up of people from all backgrounds living in harmony".

"It’s these idiots who write stuff on the walls of Sydney streets like this that
are undermining all that," Mr Clare said.

"That’s why we need to speak out about why we are the best country in
the world and why we need to do everything we can right now to keep
our country together."

Israel’s war against Islamist militants in Gaza has sparked social protest
on the streets of Australia’s biggest city, with inflammatory rhetoric being
thrown into the conversation.

As the death toll in Gaza climbs to 40,000, many members of Australia’s
Palestinian community have lost family members to the war.
Meanwhile, reports of anti-Semitism have been on the rise, following the
tirebombing of a synagogue in Melbourne earlier this month.

State and federal officials have repeatedly warned against importing the
conflict.

The truth is that the federal minister, like others who appease Muslims
in Australia, may or may not know that some Muslims in European
countries are accustomed to carrying out terrorist acts, and in order to
cover up their criminal act, they do something similar to themselves, so
that the scales are balanced.

They write anti-Jewish statements according to what the Quran has
ordered them to do, that the Jews are their enemies and that they must lie
in wait for them at every opportunity.

Then after that, «in order to remove suspicion from themselves,, they
begin to write anti-Islamic statements, so that they say that they are poor
and oppressed.

And soon you find politicians who always appease them because they
have many votes in the elections, by condemning this behavior and that
Muslims are their brothers in the homeland, and statements to appease
them.

The truth is that this did not and will not work.. Matters have begun to
be exposed and the games they are accustomed to have begun to appear,
and people have thinking minds, and they will know the plan.

I do not mean politicians, because some politicians want to win over
Muslims, or are afraid of them, and therefore they try to appease them.
Soon they will commit another terrorist act, and then they will do the
same thing to themselves to prove that they are being persecuted.



