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GHASSAN ALASSADI

Public Accountant & Tax Agent /
B.Eco,Adv,Dip,Accnt,MIPA,AFA MPA,JP

0411 216 619

Unit 3/125 Auburn Rd
Auburn NSW 2144

4

lasadi.com.au @
accounts@lasadi.com.au pZg

Ph / Fax: (02) 8084 7638
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Care Services Australia

Your Plan
. 1300 455 322 Your Way
»
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Disability Services Support Co-ordination = Home Care Services
Discover our Holistic Approrach to Streamline your journey to Elevate comfort with our Home
your health and wellbeing with our =~ empowerment with our Support . . :
: o _ o , : Care services, offering personalized

wide range of Disability Services Coordination services, dedicated . Y

, T S assistance, health monitoring, and
offered in Sydney, Melbourne and to facilitating and optimizing your . .

, companionship for enhanced well-
the Gold Coast. access to essential support and being i 1 .
eing in familiar surroundings.
resources

We speak Your language...
We understand your culture
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Personal Meal Community Daily Living&  Domestic Registered Support Behaviour Well-Being Lawn Mowing
Care Preparation Participation Life Skills Services Murses Coordination Support Activities Gardening
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Plan Allied Health Home Early Housing & Respite Supported Individualised Short Term Disability
Management Support Maodification  Childhood Shelter Services Independent Living Housing Housing
Living

Discover Our holistic approach to Disabili
Services in Sydney, Melbourne, Gold Coast
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CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care.

Liverpool

Start Savmg Today'

' q Earn 1 Point for every $ you spend. For every 167
' . points you'll eamn a $5 reward off future purchases. SIGN UP TODAY -

Specialised Services
Simple and streamlined methods of providing specialised medication for Fertility
Clinics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surgeries and more. Save & Deliver Pharmacy

IS equipped with the equipment to cold store medications, deliver regular order
prescriptions and compound medications for doctors and patients.
Many of these services are provided at no extra cost to your clinic and at
discounted and affordable prices. We personalise our services to meet your
individual clinic’s and patients requirements to maintain customer satisfaction.

piscount piscount piscount

CincottaChemist CincottaChemist @ CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care.
279 Macquarie St 884 Anzac Parade 1/7 Munmorah Cct

Liverpool NSW 2170 Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529
T. (02) 9821 1942 T. (02) 9349 1602 T. (02) 4296 5548
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A&E Media Australia is pleased to announce the relaunch of
Masrna Elyoum, a newspaper dedicated to global news and
updates on the Egyptian community in Australia, available in both
Arabic and English:

www.mesrenaelyoum.com.au

Additionally, the Morning Star magazine, which focuses on
celebrity news, art, beauty, culture, and artistic competitions
across Australia, particularly in Victoria and Queensland, will also
be relaunched:

Www.morningstars.com.au

Both outlets will reactivate their social media platforms, including
Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and YouTube, as part of this new
phase.

New editorial leadership has been appointed to lead this exciting
relaunch:

« Mr. Rami Saad - Editor-in-Chief of Masrna Elyoum

= Dr. Samia Ajban - Managing Editor of Masrna Elyoum

= Maestro Michel Saber - Editor-in-Chief of Morning Star

Through these appointments, A&E Media Australia aims to deliver
high-quality content that resonates with readers and reflects a
refreshed vision for Arabic media in Australia.

Ph: 0449146961
0499910365
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Mix Trading online

The best Online Shopping in Australia

Mix Trading online Offers the best price and
fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365
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New Homes
id =Y Maintenance
0435 573 755 E) e " _; = Renovation

bexconstruction.com.au /(
|

A S _ Ph: 0435 573 755
bexconstruction.com.au

Nana Graphic design
Ph: 0411305131

nagham_Jlove_5@yahoo.com
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PH: 0420665150

AMEEN COMPUTER

Looking for laptops and
desktops? Weve got you
covered!

Whether you are buying,
selling, or need repairs, we are
your

go-to destination.

Explore our range of new and
used devices, hardware, and
software solutions.

Trust us for quality products and expert service.
Call us Today and get aspecial price..

Ph: 0449 146 961
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Sutherland Medical Centre and
Mankarios Skin Cancer Clinic

Services
*Family Medicine.

*Child Health including Childhood
Immunizations.

MAGDA KITCHEN

dallla Lalag

Experience authentic Egyptian cuisine s Jaall (5 paall Falnall &y adiadiedl
right at your doorstep. ASyla duic
Magda is ready to whip up a feast just for a8 ella (o daalg il Al saale
you. Order now and let the taste of Egypt Celal] S (5 paall aalall gag U Gl
come to you!» TrE T )

Casserole:
Okra
Moussaka
Perennial rice
Bechamel pasta
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*Women's Health. -‘.. A FISh

*Travel Medicine including Travel i b ' . ’

Immunizations. ) fried

ST ooz and grilled

*Fully equipped procedure room. tr ay

*Workers’ Compensation Injuries. Fesikh

*Pathology testing.

*Pre-employment Medical stuffed:

Examination.
cabbage
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f{isne:gsénn?g;ﬁ an ronic Disease grape leaves

*Psychology. eggplant
zucchini

Established in 2002 by: pepper
Dr Ramsis Farag, Dr Nabil Mankarios, Dr Mona Mikhail,
and Dr Faten Wassef. baked gOOdS:
cake
Dr Nabil Mankarios is an experienced Skin Cancer Practitioner Egyptian bread
who started working in this field in 1997.
SOggy
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Koushari
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A clash between festive traditions and freedom of expression
Australian department store chain Myer has been forced
to cancel its Christmas window display, a tradition that has
spanned more than seven decades, after pro-Palestinian
group Disrupt Wars announced plans to stage a protest at
Melbourne’s Bourke Street shopping centre.

The move comes after the group supported Palestinian
rights in Gaza, and they protested against the Christmas
celebrations, saying they were at odds with the difficult reality
for children in Gaza.

The move has drawn criticism, particularly from Melbourne’s
Jewish community and community leaders.

Dr Dvir Ambramovitch, head of the Anti-Defamation
League, described the attempted protest as "abhorrent”,
stressing that holiday traditions, such as Christmas windows,
are about peace and unity and should not be used as a tool to
spread hate or hate speech.

He said targeting this symbolic tradition of families was "a line
in the sand", calling for the holiday season to be preserved as
a time for community to come together in joy and love.
Victoria Chamber of Commerce and Industry President
Paul Guerra has expressed concern about the impact of
these repeated protests on the city’s business sector, as
Myer’s Christmas windows attract around 2.4 million
visitors annually and are a significant source of revenue for
Melbourne’s CBD.

Myer Christmas window display
cancelled amid pro-Palestine protests

Guerra said the continued protests threaten the sustainability
of the sector and the prosperity of local retailers.

"Ifaction is not taken now, the future of the city’s retail sector
is at great risk," he said.

Victoria Police confirmed that it had repeatedly asked
protesters to respect the event and not disrupt it, but
Disrupt Wars refused to cooperate, forcing police to take
precautionary measures to maintain security. Following this
decision, Myer announced that it had cancelled the event to
ensure the safety of visitors and team members.

A Myer spokesperson said: "In light of recent developments
and to ensure the safety and well-being of customers and
team members, we will not be holding a Christmas window
unveiling event."

For its part, Disrupt Wars expressed its position through
social media posts, calling for a rally on Sunday to boycott
the concert, considering that celebrating Christmas in light
of what is happening in Gaza expresses indifference."
Amy, the group’s spokesperson, pointed out that children
in Palestine suffer from ongoing tragedies and do not
receive "the same rights to celebrate Christmas as children
in Australia." The cancellation of this traditional event has
divided opinions in the community, with some seeing
the protests as an expression of a humanitarian political
stance, while others consider targeting holiday traditions an
unjustified disruption to the festive season.

Victoria VCE exams scandal:
Questions leaked, students and parents upset

=

Victoria hasbeen in uproar after it was revealed that some Victorian
Certificate of Education (VCE) exam questions were leaked, with
some students able to see questions similar to those in their final
exams.

Despite attempts by the Curriculum and Assessment Authority
(VCAA) to calm the situation, the successive admissions and
contradictory statements have complicated the situation and
raised concerns among parents and teachers about the integrity of
the educational process.

Kylie White, chair of the VCAA, said some of the leaked questions
were available in sample exams, but denied that this was a full exam
leak.

"Students need to focus on their exams and trust that the actual
questions are different,” White said.

She stressed that the similarities between sample questions and
final exams were not due to a direct leak but to the nature of the
curriculum.

She also stressed that the authority conducted reviews of the exams
immediately after discovering the issue to ensure that the final
questions were different enough to maintain fairness.

Despite the assurances from the authority, teachers and parents
have expressed concerns that the leaks have given some students
an unfair advantage.

"It only takes one student to download these questions and the
entire exam is at risk," one teacher said.

The Victorian Trade Teachers Association has called for a full
investigation into the incident, expressing concern about the
negative impact on the fairness of exams.

In light of the criticism, Education Minister Ben Carroll has
announced immediate steps to address the crisis.

These include a comprehensive review of the VCAA and the
appointment of an independent monitor to oversee next year’s
exams.

Carroll said the investigation will cover all aspects of exam
production to ensure that this type of error is not repeated.

White, who earns a salary of more than $380,000 a year, also said
the authority is taking steps to il

ensure that such mistakes are not ‘
repeated in the future, noting
that the authority has carried
out a comprehensive review of
its production procedures and
is working to improve them to
ensure the integrity of upcoming
exams.

Many parents and teachers have
expressed their dismay at the
crisis, saying that repeated errors and leaks are negatively impacting
the trust of the educational community.

Rachel Holthus, head of Victorian Independent Schools, added:
"It is disappointing that students are experiencing additional stress
due to news of leaks."

The VCTA stressed that its response to the incident stems from its
commitment to maintaining the integrity of VCE assessments, and
that it feels a great responsibility to its students and its more than
3,400 teacher members.

The grassroots organisation, formed in the aftermath of
last year’s October 7 Hamas attack, is focused on hostage
advocacy and humanitarian support.

The Australian Jewish community has marked the
heartbreaking milestone — over 400 days in captivity for
Israel” s 101 hostages cruelly taken by Hamas.

Around 400 people attended a ceremony at Caulfield Park in
Melbourne on November 10, organised by the group United
with Israel.

United with Israel’s Nirit Eylon told The AJN, "To mark
400 days in captivity, hundreds of people joined us to form
a human installation in the shape of 400, sending a clear
message to the hostages and their families: You are not alone;
we stand with you!"

The grassroots organisation, formed in the aftermath of
last year’s October 7 Hamas attack, is focused on hostage
advocacy and humanitarian support, and works directly
with the Hostages and Missing Families Forum in Israel. The
group has held weekly rallies calling for the release of the
hostages.

Sydney-based group Together With Israel formed in similar
circumstances and has been holding weekly name readings
of the hostages.

More than 400 days after the Hamas-led atrocities, Executive
Council of Australian Jewry co-CEO Peter Wertheim said,
"The continuing plight and unknown fate of the more than
100 hostages, living and dead, who remain in the hands of
Hamas and its supporters, is a standing indictment of the
failure of international organisations, national governments
and self-described human rights organisations to live up to
their professed values."

Zionist Federation of Australia CEO Alon Cassuto
commented, "It is unconscionable that over 100 hostages,
including infants, children and the elderly, remain in captivity
after 400 days.

"Anyone who genuinely seeks to end this war must demand
their immediate release and call for Hamas to lay down their
arms. Every day this conflict drags on, the lives of these
hostages hang in the balance.

"The international community must act with urgency — this
is not just an Israeli issue; it is a universal moral imperative.”

Australia Today Stands in Solidarity
with the Jewish Community

The Australia Today newspaper expresses its solidarity with
the Jewish community in Australia during these challenging
times. We sincerely hope for the swift and safe release of the
Israeli captives, paving the way for peace and harmony in the
region.

It is our hope that our Arab neighbors will come to view
the Jewish community not as adversaries but as valued and
cherished members of humanity deserving of support and
respect.

Jewish contributions to the world are extraordinary. Many
of the scientists, inventors, and visionaries who have
driven global progress and innovation are of Jewish origin,
underscoring their remarkable impact on humanity.

A testament to their values is evident in their peaceful and
composed approach to protests. These demonstrations,
marked by dignity and high moral standards, reflect a deep-
rooted sense of calm faith and strong ethical principles.
Observing such behavior inspires admiration and respect.

In contrast, some demonstrations elsewhere are characterized
by loudness, disorder, and destruction, which often
undermine their intended message. True strength and moral
standing are reflected in calmness, respect, and constructive
dialogue—not in the volume of one” s voice or the intensity
of aggression.

Let us all strive for understanding, peace, and mutual respect
across communities.
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A key meeting in Parramatta aims
to remove bureaucratic hurdles
to speed up housmg in NSW

The NSW government has launched a secret task force
to speed up housing projects and remove bureaucratic
hurdles that are holding them back.

At a key meeting in Parramatta, the task force was tasked
with removing the hurdles to delayed housing projects.

In just three months, it has managed to streamline the
construction of around 13,000 new homes.

The task force was created after it was ordered to bring
together staff from more than a dozen government agencies.
To get them in one room together to work on solving
outstanding issues.

The project was led by former NSW Infrastructure Chief
Executive Janine Lonergan.

Sheis working to speed up the process and remove obstacles
that require multiple approvals and coordination.

The task force faced several challenges resulting from
conflicting opinions between agencies, such as a 1,000-lot
housing subdivision project.

One agency wanted the land cleared to reduce the risk
of bushfires, while another wanted the area preserved to
protect the creek line.

In other cases, projects have been waiting for more than
865 days without getting the required approval, such as
one housing project in the Greater Newcastle area. Premier
Chris Minns said bringing bureaucrats together in one
room had helped significantly speed up planning flow and

remove bureaucratic barriers.

Describing it as a reform of Sydney’s planning system,
Minns explained that the previous approval system
was complex and needed to be reformed to ensure that
processes were speeded up, as projects were being held
up by the many conditions imposed by agencies after
a development application was approved. Following
the success of the pilot, the government announced its
intention to make the team a permanent system for dealing
with housing issues.

Planning Minister Paul Scully explained that this move
comes in response to the desire of communities who are
demanding a quick solution to bureaucratic obstacles, as
he stressed that this team is a step towards achieving rapid
construction of homes and providing suitable housing for
residents with the least possible complexity.

Australian Workers Union criticises Blairsbeck’s
declsmn to ban Blairsbeck gold mine

The Australian
Workers Union
(AWU) has launched
a scathing attack on
Environment Minister
Tanya Plibersek over
her decision to ban the
development of a gold
mine in the Blairsbeck
area of New South

Wales.
The ban, which
came under Section

10 of the Aboriginal
Heritage Act, threatens
to overturn the §$1
billion = McPhillimiss
mine project, which
Regis  Resources is

to protect sites from
"injury or desecration",

_ but  stressed  that
developmg. , , these powers must be
At the union N national oy iged transparently,
copference in Perth, especially when the
union members

lives and livelihoods of
hundreds of people are
at stake.

"The decision-making

expressed their dismay
at the decision, saying
it lacked transparency

said it In this the

The

and directly impacted
hundreds of workers in
the area.

NSW  Secretary Tony
Callinan accused
Minister Plibersek of

making the decision
"without a shred of
evidence" to support
the ban.

Callinan explained that
the Aboriginal Heritage
Act, which Plibersek
relied on, allows for
discretionary — powers

process that led to the
ban was completely
unclear, and we believe
that a minimum of
transparency is a
fundamental right of
the mining community
and its workers," said
Callinan.

"600 jobs are at risk,
and this requires the
government to be clear
and forthright in its
approach to the issue,”

he added.

union context,

stood with the Blaine wunion members’
community, stressing motion stated that
the importance of "the minister’s
fairness in the decision- announcement relies
making process, and on a clause that gives
called on the minister her wide discretion,
to provide all the and leads to a lack of
evidence available to transparency, which
the public. calls for a review of the
"We will not stand idly  process.”

by while 600 jobs are
lost due to political
decisions made behind
closed doors," Callinan
said. The union also
supported the NSW
government’s position
in support of the
project, saying the
ban raised questions
about the fairness
and integrity of the
decision-making
process.

The union concluded
its statement by calling
for a clear and fair
decision-making
process, noting that
miners and the Blini
community  deserve
better treatment, and
calling on Minister
Plibersek to review her
decision and consider
the economic and
social impact of the
mine ban.

New pay deal gives NSW
police top pay

New South Wales police officers have received a
significant pay rise, making them more than 50 per
cent more than their counterparts in other states,
under a new pay deal announced on Tuesday.

The increase is part of a negotiated agreement that
Police Association president Kevin Morton has
described as a "generational change" that will boost
the attractiveness of policing in NSW and provide
significant support for those serving on the frontline.
A list has been compiled showing the differences
in pay between states. It shows that NSW police
officers will receive a significant increase compared
to their counterparts in other states thanks to the new
deal. For example, a police officer in the Northern
Territory will earn around $72,431 a year, while a
police officer in Queensland will earn $72,322 and a
police officer in Tasmania will earn $69,298.

In New South Wales, under the new deal, officers
will receive a 51 per cent increase in pay compared to
their counterparts in Queensland and the Northern
Territory, 45 per cent more than their counterparts in
Victoria, 58 per cent more than their counterparts in
Tasmania, 42 per cent more than their counterparts
in South Australia and 31 per cent more than their
counterparts in Western Australia.

The President of the Police Association described
the agreement as a "transformation”, as it will
enhance the status of police officers in NSW and
provide them with greater financial recognition,
which will contribute to improving living conditions
and attracting more talent to join the state’s police
force.

Kevin Morton said: "This deal responds to the many
challenges that police officers face on a daily basis
and is an important step towards providing them
with the necessary support, boosting their morale
and balancing their pay and responsibilities.”

The agreement is a positive step towards ensuring
stability in NSW police, as significantly improving
salaries could help reduce officers moving between
states in search of better employment opportunities,
and make NSW a preferred destination for law
enforcement work. Many experts have expressed
hope that this salary increase will lead to improved
policing performance and enhanced community
safety in NSW.
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Corporate cop to target super misconduct,
dodgy investment schemes

Big superannuation funds
are on notice from the
corporate regulator, which
says it is the responsibility
of super trustees to reserve
money to pay for penalties,
amid fears thousands of
Cbus members could be
forced to contribute their
life savings to fix an alleged
money mishandling
scandal.

The Australian Securities &
Investments Commission
launched a blockbuster
case against the $92bn
fund this week, alleging it
took more than a year in
some cases for the fund —

which is chaired by Labor
National President Wayne
Swan — to pay out death
and disabilities payments.

ASIC deputy chair Sarah
Court told the regulator’s
annual forum on Thursday
the superannuation sector
was on notice.

"[tis up to superannuation
trustees as to how they
provide reserves and the
extent of those reserves
for compliance costs,"
she said. "And obviously
they are a highly regulated
sector by both ASIC and

APRA (the Australian
Prudential Regulation
Authority).

"We take these actions
because we are trying to
send a strong deterrent
message to the sector more
broadly, that it is simply
unacceptable for these
large trustees to fail to
deliver to their members."
She also said it was ASIC’s
view that directors who
sit around super trustee
boards were in no different
position than the directors
of any other companies.
In the wake of the
blockbuster legal
action, Ms Court said
the watchdog was
"sending a signal" to the
superannuation sector.
"Your members have
rights and entitlements.
You’ re holding their
money, and there is an
obligation on you to
provide those services
promptly, fairly  and
efficiently,” she said.

"And we are going to
continue work in this
area, as 1 foreshadowed,
we have got much work
to come early in the new
year."

Ms Court made the
comments  after  she
delivered the regulator’s
2025 enforcement

priorities and a searing
pledge to crack down on
companies and people
seeking to exploit cost of
living pressures.

"All research points to
cost of living pressures
as a paramount issue of
the time for Australians,"
she  said.  "We are
unapologetically putting
the interests of consumers
and investors at the heart
of everything that we do."
Joined by  Australian
Federal Police
Commissioner
Reece  Kershaw  and
Commonwealth Director
of Public Prosecutions
director Raelene Sharp,
Ms Court said the three
enforcement agencies
would continue working
together  to  protect
Australians from financial
harm and target the people
who try to take advantage
of them.

Mr Kershaw said in the
past two years the AFP had
charged 97 individuals
with money laundering
and restrained $1.2bn
worth of assets. He said
white collar crime was on
the increase.

"And it’s more
sophisticated than ever
before -+ with the advent
of crypto and other ways
of hiding your illicit
gains and setting up these
structures  offshore in
particular,” he said.

The AFP commissioner
also revealed police had
for the first time broken
into a crypto wallet and
seized $9m.

Asked about the length of
time it takes to prosecute
cases, Ms Sharp said
the priority of the court
system was to ensure that
the process was fair and
that the accused rights
were respected.

"Respect for the rule of law
is expensive. It takes a lot
of time, and as frustrating
as that is, I'm still proud
to live in the community
here where that is the
priority of the criminal
justice system," she said.

Ms

Court agreed that
ASIC caps of $4000 per
day to pay a barristers’
fees, when they can be
$25,000, is a problem.

"Those caps have not been
reviewed for more than
a decade, and when we
head into court, whether
it be a criminal matter or
a civil matter, we certainly
have the top end of town
and their very extensive
legal resources up against
us," she said.  “We want it
to be a level playing field."

On the regulator’s
enforcement  priorities,
Ms Court singled out

insurance and super as
emerging areas of concern.
"Both are taking on an
increasing importance
to Australians. Insurance
because of issues
surrounding climate
change, extreme weather
events and affordability,"
she said.

"And superannuation
because it makes up such a
large part of each person’s
wealth and standard of
living on retirement.”
Revealing  three  new
enforcement  priorities,
Ms Court said ASIC had
established a "hit squad" to
target insider trading.
"ASIC has award-winning
real time surveillance
technology that assists to
ensure that Australia has
one of the cleanest markets
in the world, (and) to
maximise the benefit of
this surveillance we have
established a specialist
team, what I might call a hit
squad, to more intensively
tollow up and investigate
our surveillance results,”
she said.

"This team already has
its work well underway,
and strengthening
our investigation and
prosecution of insider
trading will be a key area
of work for us in 2025."
As well, the audit sector
should  prepare  for
enhanced  surveillance,
Ms Court said. "Auditors
play a critical role across
the financial system. They

are the principal external
check on a company’s
reporting and the integrity
of our markets depends
on  performance  of
the auditor role, (and
its) independence and
integrity," she said.

"There has been
considerable recent public
attention on the role of
auditors and audit firms,
and indeed just last week
a  parliamentary joint
committee delivered a
report on the subject.
"Given this interest and
the important and unique
role played by auditors,
we propose to intensify
our oversight and
enforcement work in this
sector.”

Finally, high-risk property
schemes that rely on cold
calling to lure consumers
into transferring their life
savings into self-managed
super funds will be heavily
monitored.

"I have already set out
some of the harms we are
seeing in relation to the
promotion and mis-selling
of  high-risk  property
schemes. This misconduct
is unfortunately revealing
itself to be on an industrial
scale,” she said.

"The conduct usually
involves a chain of
participants  with  each
person or player in the
chain collecting a fee from
the unsuspecting investor
along the way, this can
include lead generators,

cold callers, financial
advisers and conflicted
directors ~ of  highly
speculative property

schemes." Reflecting on
2024, Ms Court said new
investigations jumped
by 25 per cent and civil
enforcement cases have
similarly increased.

"ASICisan active criminal
law enforcement agency,"

she said. "Our teams
are executing warrants,
freezing  assets and

restricting people from
fleeing the country so they
can be held to account.”

Maori MPs shut down New
Zealand parliament with
haka protest

New Zealand’s parliament was brought to a halt on
Thursday as Maori MPs staged a haka protest on the floor
over a controversial "equal rights" bill.
Maori Party co-leader Hana-Rawhiti Maipi-Clarke tore up
a copy of ACT Party’s proposed Treaty Principles Bill as
she launched into the traditional war chant, before being
joined by other MPs to dance in front of ACT leader David
Seymour.
"Here’s what the M @ ori Party thinks of equal rights and
democracy,” ACT Party posted on social media, sharing
the footage which has gone viral worldwide.
ACT Party’s bill was tabled in parliament last week and had
its first reading on Thursday.
It seeks to reinterpret New Zealand’s founding document,
the Treaty of Waitangi between the Maori and European
settlers signed in 1840 that brought peace between the
groups and established New Zealand as a colony.
The anniversary of the treaty’s signing is still a national
holiday.
ACT Party’s bill would offer New Zealanders a binding
referendum seeking to more narrowly define the treaty’s
principles in legal documents, with Mr Seymour telling
parliament it would address a situation where Maori are
"afforded different rights than other New Zealanders".
Critics say the real aim is to unravel education and other
programs for Maori citizens.
Mr Seymour said the bill was a good thing and would be a
"democratisation of the Treaty".
Maori Party co-leader Rawiri Waititi previously accused
the government of "waging war on our existence as Maori
and on the fabric of this nation" and compared ACT Party
to the KKK.
The bill, which sparked protests in Wellington on
Thursday, is almost certain to fail.
Conservative Prime Minister Christopher Luxon has
allowed the bill to come to parliament as part of the parties’
coalition deal, but his party is unlikely to vote for its passage.
Mr Luxon last week said the bill was "divisive" and there
was "no need for it".
The Labour opposition has also called the effort "divisive"
and "a waste of money" with "no support from any other
party in parliament”.
The issue of Maori race relations gained prominence in
last year"s election campaign, with a growing right-wing
movement voicing opposition to the country”s Maori "co-
governance” model.
Both of National Party’s coalition partners, ACT Party
and New Zealand First, criticised co-governance during
the election and promised to wind back some of the
progressive reforms spearheaded by former Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern.
Among those reforms, intended to better acknowledge
Maorias New Zealand’s first peoples, have been greater use
of Maori language in everyday life — including the now
ubiquitous usage of New Zealand’s Maori name, Aotearoa
— and the renaming of government departments, such as
Health New Zealand to Te Whatu Ora.
Anopinion poll prior to last year’s election suggested nearly
half — 48 per cent — of New Zealand voters believed there
should be a referendum on Maori co-governance, and 45
per cent did not want more of it.
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Albanese seeks to exploit Donald Trump’s climate
plans in hopes of billions flowing into Australia

Australia will seek to exploit Donald Trump’s plans to
slash government investment in green energy, hoping to
see billions of dollars of private money redirected away
from the United States.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese is using a week-long
trip to South America to promote Australia as a safe and
reliable country to invest in, especially if the next US
president carries out his climate threats.

The so-called Inflation Reduction Actwas one of Democrat
Joe Biden’s signature policies as president, seeking to turn
the US into a clean energy superpower, with a particular
focus on domestic manufacturing.

But Trump has threatened to scrap the legislation, a move
analysts warn could free up US$80 billion ($123 billion) in
investment opportunities for other countries.

Albanese said this would present an opportunity for
Australia given its position as a resource-rich middle
power.

"The Inflation Reduction Act, for example, is seeing
significant capital flows to the United States," Mr Albanese
told reporters in Lima, Peru, ahead of the two-day Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation summit.

"It those incentives aren’t there, that has implications for
the nature of the global economy.

"Butwe’ re not pre-empting that."

Mr Albanese will be pitching Australia’s credentials to
business leaders ahead of formal talks with Pacific Rim
nations, including China, the United States, Canada, Japan
and Indonesia.

"We see Australia as having a great opportunity through
climate action," Mr Albanese said.

"We see it as important for our environment, but I also see
it as economic opportunity.

"We have all the resources under the ground that will
drive the global economy in the 21st century — copper,
vanadium, cobalt, lithium."

Mr Albanese held meetings with the leaders of Indonesia
and Peru, while the leaders of China, the United States and
Canada were in Lima.

In both meetings, he spoke of the need to boost trade
across the region — a stark contrast to Mr Trump’s stance
on trade.

Mr Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping will meet on
the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
summit, where the US president hopes to ease growing

tensions between the two superpowers.

Trump has threatened to impose a 60 per cent tariff on
Chinese imports into the US, which could send ripples
through economies around the world.

Leadersat the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit
and next week’s G20 meeting in Brazil are widely expected
to seek to protect global trade and climate goals.

They are also watching Mr Xi closely to see if China will
try to fill any void left by the US’s retreat from the global
community under Mr Trump. In his meeting with Mr
Albanese, Indonesia’s new president, Probowo Subianto,
spoke ofthe need to "cool down" and lower the temperature
in relations with China across the Indo-Pacific region.
Along with boosting military and trade cooperation, the
president said Australia and Indonesia needed to continue
to work closely to tackle people smuggling.

While the US accounts for a quarter of global trade, Mr
Albanese was keen to tell reporters that relations with
China, India and Indonesia would be just as important to
Australia’s future.

"Increasingly, population is going to be the engine of
economic growth. That” s why countries in our region,
like China, but also Indonesia, India and others, are going
to see significant economic growth in the future," he said.
"That’s why Australia is well positioned as a country in the
fastest-growing region in the world in human history.
That’s an opportunity.”

Australia has yet to announce a formal meeting between
Mr Albanese and Mr Xi during their visit to South America
but that looks increasingly likely in the coming days.
"We will announce that at the appropriate time,
Albanese said.

" Mr

Australia migration hits record high
amid growing political pressure

Australia has seen a huge influx of international and
New Zealand students, pushing net migration to
unprecedented levels.

Thiscomesasthe governmentstruggles to meetits target
of reducing net migration to 260,000 in the financial
year, amid political pressure from the opposition and
the Australian public.

According to Australian Bureau of Statistics data, net
permanent and long-term arrivals from the start of
2024 to September reached 391,850, surpassing the
previous record set in 2023.

With restrictions on international student enrolment
set to come into effect from January, student visa
applications from individuals already in Australia have
increased. Phil Honeywood, chief executive of the
International Council for Education Australia, said the
upcoming restrictions were already having an impact
on international student market behaviour, with many
students looking to enter before the new changes are
implemented.

Migration experts have described the government’s
current net migration target as unachievable, especially
given the low rate of departures from the country
and the growing number of pending student visa
applications. Opposition Leader Peter Dutton said that
allowing a million people to enter since the Covid-19
pandemic without adequate planning has led to
increased demand for housing, with housebuilding
falling.

As the government adopts a plan to cap new

international student enrolments at 270,000, the
opposition is moving to campaign against current
immigration policies.

Despite expected support for student enrolment
restrictions, the opposition is calling for net migration to
be reduced to 160,000, denouncing mass immigration
policies that benefit universities and large companies.
Inamove to meetlabour market needs, the government
has launched special visas for migrants seeking to work
in sectors such as healthcare and technical education.
Despite the government’s attempts to reduce the
number of arrivals, the new policies aim to attract the
skills needed in the economy.

Amid this tense situation, Australians are waiting to
see how the government will handle this sensitive issue
and its impact on the economy, labour market and
housing.

Criticism of Australia’s
decision to support Palestinian
sovereignty in UN vote

The Australian Labor-led government’s position
in a UN General Assembly vote to support
Palestinian sovereignty over its natural resources
has drawn strong reactions from the Executive
Council of Australian Jews.

The change comes after a decade of Australian
abstention on such issues, when it voted in favour

of a resolution recognising "the permanent
sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the
occupied Palestinian territories, including East
Jerusalem, and the Arab population in the Syrian
Golan Heights."

Alex Rivchin, co-CEO of the Executive Council
of Australian Jews, sharply criticised the
government, saying the decision reflected "an
unwelcome shift in Australian foreign policy."
Rivchin noted that the shift would widen the gap
between Australia’s and the US’s policies on the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Hedescribed Australia’ssupportfortheresolution
as putting pressure on a democratic ally (Israel),
without holding the Palestinians accountable for
the security and political challenges they face,
such as the control of Hamas and Hezbollah.

A spokesperson for Australian Foreign Minister
Penny Wong stressed that supporting the UN
resolution does not mean endorsing all aspects
of it, but rather expresses "growing international
concern”" about Israeli activities that impede
access to natural resources and increase tensions
in the Palestinian territories.

The spokesperson noted that Australia joined
155 other countries in voting in favor of the
resolution, including the United Kingdom,
France, Germany, and Japan.

The Australian government noted that actions
such as settlement activity, land grabs, and
building demolitions directly hinder efforts to
achieve a two-state solution and reduce the
chances of stability in the region.

The United States, through political advisor
Nicholas Koval, expressed its disappointment
with the resolution, describing it as "unbalanced"
and biased against Israel.

Koval stressed that the United States believes
in the equal rights of Israelis and Palestinians to
live in dignity and security, and considers that
unilateral decisions such as this hinder peace
efforts.

Koval stressed that these resolutions demonstrate
an institutional bias against Israel within the
United Nations, and that member states must
end this bias if they are serious about promoting
peace between the two parties. Coinciding with
the vote, the UN Oftfice for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs warned of a deteriorating
humanitarian situation, noting that the death
toll in the conflict had reached more than
43,391 Palestinians and 1,200 Israelis as of early
November 2023.

Palestinians are also suffering from worsening
humanitarian crises, including food shortages
due to the blockade and restricted access to water
resources.
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English and Arabic News

The Australian Labor Party)s Support for Palestine at the
United Nations: Diverse Reactions and Implications
“Australia Today” reveals the Labor Party’s intentions to win Arab votes and fear their anger

In a remarkable move, the Australian Labor Party, represented by Foreign
Minister Penny Wong and Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, voted in
favor of Palestine’s membership in the United Nations and its right to full
control over its resources.

This move is considered part of the party’s move to support what they
call the rights of the Palestinian people, which strengthens the Australian
position in international forums in favor of the Palestinian cause.

However, the decision was met with widespread criticism, especially
from the Jewish community in Australia, which expressed its opposition
to this vote, considering that Palestine does not meet the conditions for
membership in the United Nations, and that this position may negatively
affect Australian relations with Israel and its allies.

Australia’s role in supporting Palestine: A shift in foreign policy?
It seems that the Australian Labor Party government took this position
in solidarity with the Palestinian people in determining their fate and
controlling their resources, and this move also reflects a change in Australian
foreign policy regarding the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

[tis worth noting that the Australian vote comes at a sensitive time in light of
the ongoing tensions in the Middle East, as the Australian government sees
the need to support international efforts to achieve a solution to the conflict
by recognizing the basic rights of the Palestinians.

Penny Wong, the Australian Minister of Foreign Affairs, announced that
this position expresses the Labor Party’s vision of the importance of the
two-state solution as a final solution to the conflict, and that recognizing the
rights of the Palestinians in the United Nations can contribute to achieving
stability and progress in the region.

She stressed that Australia stands with the rights of peoples to self-
determination, and saw that supporting Palestine in the United Nations is
part of this just policy.

Reactions from the Jewish community in Australia and Israel

However, this vote did not pass without objections, as the Jewish community
in Australia strongly opposed the government’s position.

Representatives of this community expressed their concern that supporting
Palestine’s membership in the United Nations is not in line with the vision
of Israel and its allies.

The Jewish community considered that Palestine does not meet the
conditions for full membership in the United Nations, which requires the
existence of a sovereign entity capable of fully exercising authority within
its borders, and mutual recognition between it and the rest of the member
states.

Israeli sources also described Australia’s position as a retreat from its
traditional support for Israel, and called on the Australian government to
reconsider its position and take into account regional and international
considerations.

Donald Trump's position and support for Israel

In contrast, we find that former US President Donald Trump, known for
his strong position in support of Israel, expressed his support for Israel in
this context, considering that recognizing Palestine’s full membership in the
United Nations is unjustified.

During his term in office, Trump sought to strengthen the US-Israeli alliance
in an unprecedented manner, and showed his constant opposition to any
efforts that grant Palestine broader international recognition.

Trump believes that granting Palestine full membership in the United
Nations will complicate matters on the international scene, and will hinder
peace efforts that could lead to real understandings between the two parties.
He also believes that the rights of the Palestinians to control their resources
will be included in any comprehensive political solution agreed upon
between the two parties.

Conditions for membership in the United Nations: Does Palestine meet them?
Under the UN Charter, there are basic requirements for full membership in
the organization, including:

The state seeking to join must be a sovereign state: The state must have a
legal and sovereign entity recognized by the rest of the member states.

Have full control over its territory:

This means that the state must be able to impose its laws and
administration on its entire territory without external interference.

Commitment to peace and respect for rights: The state must abide by the
UN’s commitments, including peace and respect for human rights.
Acceptance of the UN Charter: New states are required to abide by the UN
Charter, which sets out the principles of maintaining international peace
and security.

Although Palestine is considered a sovereign state by many countries, its
legal and political status on the ground is complicated by conflicts with Israel
and the control exerted by the terrorist organization Hamas over Palestine.
Therefore, some believe that Palestine has not met all the required
conditions, which hinders its obtaining full membership.

Palestinian rights to control resources: A divergent view

On the other hand, several states and international institutions call for
granting Palestine the right to full control over its natural resources,
including water, land, and minerals.

This right is considered part of the recognition of the sovereignty of the
Palestinian people over their land, as the Australian Labor Party believes that
this right does not require full membership in the United Nations, but rather
Is a basic human right that must be respected.

As for the Israeli side, along with some of the countries that support it,
they consider the resource issue to be part of the main conflict and must be
resolved within a comprehensive agreement between the two parties, which
takes into account the interests of both sides and Israel’s security concerns.
Wider political dimensions and impact on Australia's relations

The position of the Australian Labor Party comes within the party’s policy
of supporting human rights and equality among peoples, but it can affect
its international relations, especially with Israel and its allies in the United
States.

Despite the objections of the Jewish community and Israel’s allies, the party
has defended its position as part of its commitment to justice and the rights
of peoples.

In light of this approach, Australia may face political challenges at the
international level, and may be subject to pressure from allied countries to
reconsider its position on the Palestinian issue.

Australia Today Analysis

The position of the Australian Labor Party in supporting the Palestinians in
the United Nations and within Australia in allowing them to demonstrate,
disrupt hopes, and cause all kinds of sabotage, and persecute the Jewish
community in Australia by most Arabs, especially those who support
Palestine, reflects two important matters:

The first matter is the Labor Party” s need for Arab votes in the elections,
because the Arabs are not small in number and they are able to influence
federal or local elections negatively or positively.

For example, Tony Burke was flattering Muslims on their various occasions
and standing with them in all their affairs. The reason behind this was that
Muslims would stand with him in the elections and support him, and he did
not know that the Muslims themselves nominated a Muslim person against
him in the elections.

The Labor Party, Penny Wong, and Anthony Albanese do not know that
the Muslims” goal is not to re-elect the Labor Party, but rather they are
using the Labor Party to vote with the Palestinians and against the Jews in the
United Nations, temporarily, until Muslims are able to establish a political
party based on religion in Australia.

Unfortunately, the Labor government is completely ignorant of this plan,
and some of them rule out this possibility, at a time when Muslims have
already started to establish a political party on a religious basis, and they
have used Fatima Biman in it, and in the first upcoming elections they will
elect the first Muslim male, because according to Islam, a woman has no
authority over Muslim males, but necessity permits what is forbidden.

The second thing that prompted the Australian Labor Party to support
Palestine in the United Nations is the fear of Muslims and their reactions, as
they can destroy Australia materially, morally, economically and politically,
if the Labor government does not submit to their demands.

On the Daily Telegraph website, there is news dated Friday, November
15, stating that the Australian Myer store chain was forced to cancel the
Christmas window opening ceremony.

After a group supporting the Palestinian cause announced its intention to

gather and protest at the Bourke Street Mall in Melbourne.

The Australian government is almost in great fear of the reactions of
supporters of Palestine, so they implement all their demands.

Every time they fulfill a request, those who support Palestine impose another
request, and the plan continues, until Australia is ruled according to Islamic
law.

Leniency in such matters has negative consequences, and no positive
results.. Why?

First: There is a verse in the Quran in Surah Al Imran, verse 139, which says
(And do not weaken and do not grieve, and you will be superior if you are
[true] believers), meaning as long as you are in a position of strength, do not
weaken or grieve because you are the victors.

When Israel bombed Palestine and southern Lebanon, the Arabs became
weak, so they began to cry and scream to the whole world so that the world
would sympathize with them and stand by them against Israel.

But when the Arabs become strong, they will not be so kind and will not
have compassionate hearts, but they will attack, bomb and kill, not only in
Israel, but in any country that does not rule by Islamic law, because in Surah
Muhammad, verse 4 (So when you meet those who disbelieve, strike their
necks until, when you have inflicted slaughter on them, then secure their
bonds. Then either as a favor afterwards or ransom them until the war lays
down its burdens. That is so. And if Allah had willed, He could have taken
vengeance upon them, but [it is] to test some of you by means of others.
And those who are killed in the way of Allah - He will not let their deeds
go to waste.

They will not show mercy to any non-Muslim, and he will have two choices:
either he converts to Islam or he is killed.

This will be implemented all over the world, in Australia, Europe and
America, if the sleeping political leaders who do not understand the Islamic
plans do not wake up.

As for the politicians who understand and are aware of the danger of this
deadly spread, they are the likes of US President Donald Trump, French
President Emmanuel Macron, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and
veteran Australian politician Peter Dutton.

As for the eligibility of Palestine to be a member of the United Nations, it
does not meet a single condition of membership, but they are demanding
this membership in order to strengthen the power of Muslims in the world,
implement the Islamic plan and make Islam the official religion in the entire
world.

The future of international relations regarding the Palestinian issue remains
dependent on new international understandings that may occur in the
coming years.




