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GHASSAN ALASSADI

Public Accountant & Tax Agent /

B.Eco,Adv,Dip,Accnt,MIPA,AFA,MPA,JP

=

0411 216 619

Unit 3 /125 Auburn Rd ©)

Y

Auburn NSW 2144 <=

lasadi.com.au &)
accounts@lasadi.com.au pZg

Ph / Fax: (02) 8084 7638
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Care Services Australia

Your Plan
. 1300 455 322 Your Way
»
Care Services Our Support
AUSTRALIA

7 LR

& i s
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A
' /"' |
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=

Disability Services Support Co-ordination = Home Care Services
Discover our Holistic Approrach to Streamline your journey to Elevate comfort with our Home
your health and wellbeing with our =~ empowerment with our Support . . :
: o _ o , : Care services, offering personalized

wide range of Disability Services Coordination services, dedicated . Y

, T S assistance, health monitoring, and
offered in Sydney, Melbourne and to facilitating and optimizing your . .

, companionship for enhanced well-
the Gold Coast. access to essential support and being i 1 .
eing in familiar surroundings.
resources

We speak Your language...
We understand your culture

0000060000

Personal Meal Community Daily Living&  Domestic Registered Support Behaviour Well-Being Lawn Mowing
Care Preparation Participation Life Skills Services Murses Coordination Support Activities Gardening

000000 O0DOOO

Plan Allied Health Home Early Housing & Respite Supported Individualised Short Term Disability
Management Support Maodification  Childhood Shelter Services Independent Living Housing Housing
Living

Discover Our holistic approach to Disabili
Services in Sydney, Melbourne, Gold Coast
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CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care.

Liverpool

Start Savmg Today'

' q Earn 1 Point for every $ you spend. For every 167
' . points you'll eamn a $5 reward off future purchases. SIGN UP TODAY -

Specialised Services
Simple and streamlined methods of providing specialised medication for Fertility
Clinics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surgeries and more. Save & Deliver Pharmacy

IS equipped with the equipment to cold store medications, deliver regular order
prescriptions and compound medications for doctors and patients.
Many of these services are provided at no extra cost to your clinic and at
discounted and affordable prices. We personalise our services to meet your
individual clinic’s and patients requirements to maintain customer satisfaction.

piscount piscount piscount

CincottaChemist CincottaChemist @ CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care.
279 Macquarie St 884 Anzac Parade 1/7 Munmorah Cct

Liverpool NSW 2170 Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529
T. (02) 9821 1942 T. (02) 9349 1602 T. (02) 4296 5548
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A&E Media Australia is pleased to announce the relaunch of
Masrna Elyoum, a newspaper dedicated to global news and
updates on the Egyptian community in Australia, available in both
Arabic and English:

www.mesrenaelyoum.com.au

Additionally, the Morning Star magazine, which focuses on
celebrity news, art, beauty, culture, and artistic competitions
across Australia, particularly in Victoria and Queensland, will also
be relaunched:

Www.morningstars.com.au

Both outlets will reactivate their social media platforms, including
Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and YouTube, as part of this new
phase.

New editorial leadership has been appointed to lead this exciting
relaunch:

« Mr. Rami Saad - Editor-in-Chief of Masrna Elyoum

= Dr. Samia Ajban - Managing Editor of Masrna Elyoum

= Maestro Michel Saber - Editor-in-Chief of Morning Star

Through these appointments, A&E Media Australia aims to deliver
high-quality content that resonates with readers and reflects a
refreshed vision for Arabic media in Australia.

Ph: 0449146961
0499910365
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Mix Trading online

The best Online Shopping in Australia

Mix Trading online Offers the best price and
fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365
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Arabic & English
Magazine

CEO/Sam Nan

Ph: 0449146961
0499910365

Our Websites

Email: info@morningstars.com.au
Website: www.morningstars.com.au

Follow Us on Social Media
Facebook: MorningStars Australia
Twitter: @MorningStarsMag
YouTube: Morning Stars AU
Pinterest: MorningStars Magazine
Instagram: @MorningStarsMag
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AMEEN COMPUTER

Looking for laptops and
desktops? Weve got you
covered!

Whether you are buying,
selling, or need repairs, we are
your

go-to destination.

Explore our range of new and
used devices, hardware, and
software solutions.

Trust us for quality products and expert service.
Call us Today and get aspecial price..

Ph: 0449 146 961
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Sutherland Medical Centre and
Mankarios Skin Cancer Clinic

Services
*Family Medicine.

*Child Health including Childhood
Immunizations.

MAGDA KITCHEN

dallla Lalag

Experience authentic Egyptian cuisine s Jaall (5 paall Falnall &y adiadiedl
right at your doorstep. ASyla duic
Magda is ready to whip up a feast just for a8 ella (o daalg il Al saale
you. Order now and let the taste of Egypt Celal] S (5 paall aalall gag U Gl
come to you!» TrE T )

Casserole:
Okra
Moussaka
Perennial rice
Bechamel pasta
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Immunizations. ) fried
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*Fully equipped procedure room. tr ay

*Workers’ Compensation Injuries. Fesikh

*Pathology testing.

*Pre-employment Medical stuffed:

Examination.
cabbage
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*Psychology. eggplant
zucchini

Established in 2002 by: pepper
Dr Ramsis Farag, Dr Nabil Mankarios, Dr Mona Mikhail,
and Dr Faten Wassef. baked gOOdS:
cake
Dr Nabil Mankarios is an experienced Skin Cancer Practitioner Egyptian bread
who started working in this field in 1997.
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Victoria

Second Melbourne teenager dies from
suspected methanol poisoning in Laos

Melbourne teenager Holly
Bowles has died in a Thai
hospital nine days after
consuming a suspected
methanol-tainted  drink
in Laos, her father has
confirmed.

In a statement, the 19-year-
old’s father told 9News his
"beautiful girl Holly is now
at peace” after dying in
hospital in Bangkok.

"We find comfort and
solace in knowing that
Holly bought so much joy
and happiness to so many
people,” Mr Bowles said.
"Holly was living her best
life  travelling  through
South East Asia, meeting
new friends and enjoying
incredible experiences.

"As her parents we were
always so incredibly proud
of everything Holly did.
"Holly was an amazing
big sister to James and she
always looked out for him."
The Bowles tamily
expressed thanks for the
support they have received
since their daughter fell ill.
"We would like to thank
everyone from back home,
in Canada and around
the world for the love and
support that Holly and our
family have received.

"We would now like to
request privacy during this
extremely difficult time."

It comes less than a day
after a UK woman became
the fifth fatality linked
to a suspected spate of
poisonings from methanol-
tainted alcohol.

Simone White’s death was
reported hours after that
of 19-year-old Melbourne
woman Bianca Jones, who
had been on life support for
days.

An  American and two
Danish tourists also died,
officials  said, following
reports that several people
had been sickened in a
Laotian town popular with
backpackers.

In a statement, Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
said he was "saddened"
to hear of Bowles™ tragic
passing.

"This should have been
a trip filled with joy and
wonderful memories - it is
beyond sad that is it not to
be," Albanese said.

"My thoughts and my
deepest sympathies are with
her family and her friends.
"l am sure all Australians
are thinking of Holly and
her best friend Bianca Jones
who tragically passed away
yesterday."
Albanese
government would
continue  to  provide
support to the Jones and
Bowles families, as well as

the

said

local authorities.

Today police in Udon
Thani, where Jones died
in hospital, revealed the
teenager was fighting a
losing battle.

"She was unconscious
ever since she was picked
up from Laos and never
regained consciousness
from then, even as she had
received medical care,"
Udon Thani Police general
Phattanawong Chanphon
said.

"The cause of death is likely
from the consumption of
methanol from fake liquor.
"It's poison and cannot
be consumed. It causes
swelling of the brain and
caused the death.”
Overnight, the  British
government confirmed
that a UK national also
died of suspected methanol
poisoning in Laos. The
Foreign Office said "we are
supporting the family of
a British woman who has
died in Laos, and we are
in contact with the local
authorities."

She was identified by British
media outlets as 28-year-
old Simone White, a lawyer
with the firm Squire Patton
Boggs.

The victims are believed
to have consumed drinks
tainted with  methanol,
which  is  sometimes
added to mixed-drinks
at disreputable bars as
a cheaper alternative to
ethanol, but can cause
severe poisoning or death.
It is understood the owner
of the Nana Backpackers
Hostel in Vang Vieng,
where Bowles and Jones
stayed, has been detained
in Laos’ capital Vientiane
to assist police with their

enquiries.

It’s understands the
hostel will shut its doors
temporarily.

The hostel owner insists the
drinks did not come from
its bar. Telephone numbers
listed for Laos® Health
Ministry did not work and
police refused to comment
on the incident.

The US State Department
confirmedthatan American
had also died in Vang
Vieng, and Denmark’s
Foreign Ministry said two
of its citizens had also
died in "the incident in
Laos," but neither would
comment directly on a link
to the methanol poisoning

that killed Jones.

In a statement to the
Melbourne  Herald  Sun
newspaper, Jones  family

asked for privacy in their grief.
"She was surrounded by
love, and we are comforted
by the knowledge that her

incredible spirit touched so
many lives during her time
with us," the family wrote.
"We want to express our
deepest gratitude for the

overwhelming support,
love, and prayers we've
received  from  across
Australia.”

The US State Department
said local authorities were
investigating  the  case
and were responsible for
providing any details, and
that the US was providing
consular assistance.

"We offer our sincerest
condolences to the family
on their loss,” the State
Department said in an
emailed statement to The
Associated Press.

Members of the Beaumaris
Football Club, where Jones
and Bowles both played
over a number of years,
gathered at the club in an
intimate vigil for the pair on

Friday evening.
Mentone Girls Grammar,
where Jones graduated

from in 2023, also paid
tribute to the "beautiful
young woman".

"Bianca was a beautiful
young woman in every
sense of the word, who
lived her life with great spirit
and unbridled enthusiasm,"
Mentone Girls Grammar
principal Natalie Charles
said in a statement.

"She excelled as a nimble
and speedy forward in
the School’s AFL team,
however, it was probably
off the field where she shone
brightest, building team
spirit and encouraging her
peers to give everything a

go.
"Known for her caring
nature and bubbly
personality, she loved

spending time with her
friends. Bianca will be
fondly remembered and
deeply missed."

Landlocked Laos is one of
Southeast Asia’s poorest
nations and a popular tourist
destination. Vang Vieng is
particularly popular among
backpackers seeking partying
and adventure sports.
Details on the alcohol
poisoning began trickling
out about a week after
Jones and Bowles fell ill on

November 13 following a
night out drinking with a
group in the remote town.

Thai authorities confirmed
that Jones had died by
"brain swelling due to high
levels of methanol found in

her system."
"Drink spiking and
methanol poisoning are

far too common in many
parts of the world," Foreign
Minister Penny Wong
said after receiving news of
Jones’ death.

"At this time I would say to
parents, to young people,
please have a conversation
about risks, please inform
yourselves,  please let’s
work together to ensure
this tragedy doesn’t happen
again."

New Zealand’s Foreign
Ministry said Thursday that
one of its citizens was also
unwell in Laos and could
be a victim of methanol
poisoning.

"We have updated our
travel advisory for Laos to
note that there have been
several cases of suspected
methanol poisoning after
consuming alcoholic
drinks," New Zealand’s
Foreign Ministry said.
"Travelers are advised to be
cautious about consuming
alcoholic beverages,
particularly cocktails and
drinks made with spirits that
may have been adulterated
with harmful substances.”
Australia also updated its
travel advice, cautioning
that several foreign
nationals had been victims
of suspected methanol

poisoning in Laos this
month. The US did not
immediately ~ issue  an

updated travel advisory.
On Tuesday, Duong Duc
Toan, manager of the Nana
Backpacker Hostel where
the two Australian women
stayed in Vang Vieng, told
the AP that staff were told
by other guests that the two
women were unwell after
they failed to check out as
planned on November 13,
and they arranged transport
to a hospital for them.

The women were then taken
to Thailand for emergency
medical treatment and their
parents flew in to be with
them.

Plan to merge some Victorian
hospitals shelved but significant
overhaul of health system proposed

s
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The Victorian government has announced a major overhaul of
the state’s health system but has rejected a recommendation to
amalgamate some health services.

The government has committed an extra $1.5 billion in funding
for the state’s hospitals and has revealed it will not force hospitals
to merge, but it has flagged significant changes to the sector.
The government’s Health Services Plan, released today,
recommends reconfiguring the state’s health system into a
network of services based on geography.

The expert advisory committee that put together the plan
found the health system was "no longer fit for purpose” and was
exposed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

"The structure of our system contributes to inconsistent and
inequitable access to high-quality and safe care," the committee
reported.

"We consider that these reforms are needed — and needed
now."

The plan, which was 10 months in the making and included
27 recommendations, has been centred around the creation of
Local Health Service Networks.

Those networks would group hospitals near each other to
provide more seamless care, while retaining local leadership and
hospital branding.

It recommended the government consolidate some existing
health services "to reduce inequities and improve consistency
in care”.

However, Premier Jacinta Allan said that was the only one of the
committee’s 27 recommendations that the government would
not implement in full or in principle.

The premier announced the formation of a new body —
Hospitals Victoria — to oversee back-office operations at
hospitals and reduce "duplication” of some administration.
"We have too many different IT systems, too many different
payroll systems, too much different back office bureaucracy that
can be, instead, focused on delivering patient care," she said.
The extra funding comes after hospitals were forced to put a
freeze on recruitment amid budget uncertainty, with health
sector bodies warning proposed budget cuts would result in less
frontline staff and the winding back of planned surgeries.
Health Minister Mary-Anne Thomas said the funding increase
recognised that hospitals were having their busiest year on
record.

"This is off the back of the increase in patient demand that we’ve
seen in the last financial year — a six per cent increase. So we
are responding to that need in our hospitals and providing the
funding to meet that need," she said.

Victoria’s peak body for public health services, the Victorian
Healthcare Association (VHA), welcomed the extra funding
and the decision to walk away from hospital mergers.
However, VHA chief executive Leigh Clarke said the
government needed to provide more information about its
plans.

"The devil is always in the details. We would note that services
have already made some back of house cuts to some of their
non-clinical staff and services, and we look forward to receiving
more detail on the funding allocation that’s being afforded to
services, and where that’s going to be distributed," she said.

Ms Clarke warned against large-scale reform of the health sector
given the government’s commitment to pay down the state’s
debt.

"The VHA supports the intent of the reform, as do almost all
health services, but it doesn’t come at no cost. It's not a cost-
neutral exercise."

Shadow Health Minister Georgie Crozier said it was not clear
where the additional money would be spent.

"We just don’t know where that money’s going to, but certainly
it will save some of those services that have been spoken about
— dialysis units, bed closures all those things — we hope they
would be preserved now," she said.

"This is going to provide some reassurance but it’s not going
anywhere near helping the overall health system that remains in
crisis and we know that from whether its worsening ambulance
response times to workforce issues.”
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Greens call

for Government fto

withdraw mis & disinformation Bill

Following a lengthy Senate inquiry, the Greens have
today announced their opposition to the Government’s
mis and disinformation bill and have called for the bill
to be withdrawn. The Greens have heard evidence
from experts, lawyers and the community that the
Government’s approach doesn’t get to the heart of
tackling the harms of mis and disinformation. There are
serious concerns that handing responsibility over to tech
platforms to self-regulate what is true or false will likely
have unintended consequences that undermine the
policy intent.

Greens’ opposition means the bill cannot pass the
Senate. The Government has failed to address the
significant concerns that have been raised by many in
the community, and the Greens are today calling on the
Government to withdraw the bill.

Greens spokesperson for communications and Senator
for South Australia, Sarah Hanson-Young said:

"The Greens understand that mis and disinformation is
a growing danger to democracy, public discourse, health
and safety both in Australia and around the world and
needs to be tackled.

"However we are concerned this bill doesn’t actually
do what it needs to do when it comes to stopping
the deliberate mass distribution of false and harmful
information. "It gives media moguls like Murdoch
an exemption and hands over responsibility to tech

companies and billionaires like Elon Musk to determine
whatis true or false under ambiguous definitions. It does
little to stop non-human actors like bots flooding social
media and boosting dangerous algorithms.

"There has been strong community opposition to this
bill, and experts have also raised serious concerns. The
Government has failed to address these.

"As such, the Greens will be opposing the bill. The
Government should listen to community concern and
withdraw this legislation.

"Instead, the Government needs to focus on
comprehensive reforms that tackle the business models
and dangerous algorithms that fuel division and damage
democracy, and legislate a duty of care so these platforms
prevent harm in the first place."

Home invasions, cars torched:
Kempsey’s chaotic crime wave

A regional town is at
breaking point, with
residents furious over
a never-ending crime
wave, while teenage
offenders taunt them
by boasting of their
illegal activities on social
media.

Kempsey, 420km north
of Sydney, remains
a hot spot for break-
and-enters, car thefts
and assaults, while local

A sparate p.s showin
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demand and burnout
meansitis getting harder
and harder for police to
provide the same level
of service."

Social media is not only
a tool for victims in
Kempsey. Many of the
stolen cars have ended
up on two Instagram
accounts, which boast

police stations remain
at only 70 per cent
operational capacity.

In the past six months
vehicles have  been
torched, tyres stolen,
and multiple homes and
businesses looted.
Many of the targets are
elderly, including one
woman who had her
walking frame snatched
in broad daylight.

The are detailed on
the  Facebook  page
"Kempsey Crime
Reporting”, which is
updated almost daily.
"To the dogs who stole
the rims of my black
V8 Commodore -+ we
have you on camera”
said one post from this
month.

"Thieves broke into my
house and took my car
keys, wallet, iPhone 16
and some cash" another
post reads.

in front of a brand-new
car reads: "There has
been a home invasion
around midnight last
night in West Kempsey.
She was attacked and
held at knife point. Her
handbag and white MG
were stolen."

The shocking stories
on the Facebook page
came to The Daily
Telegraph’s  attention
after a recent visit to
Kempsey.

During the trip, crime
was the biggest talking
point among local
residents and business
owners, who  had
all been directly or
indirectly impacted.
"You feel violated, you
really do. It’s terrifying.
It's a sick feeling right
to the pit of your
stomach”  said Gail
Cheers, who has been
broken into three times.
"The first time they took

my car again.

"The third time they
came back they were
frightened away but
they were armed. We
could see they were
armed with machetes."

A parliamentary inquiry
into regional crime last
month held a hearing in
Kempsey, where police
advised the local force
was operating at only
"70 per cent authorised
strength".

"Some commands are
probably down to the
low 60s*+ resourcing
is a challenge" said
Superintendent Shane
Cribb, Commander of
the NSW Mid North
Coast District.

In its submission to
the inquiry, the Police
Association of NSW
said:  "Understaffing,
Increasing work

o i m - ahl 'ﬁ{bney more than 10,000
out of my handbag. The followers. .
next time they came The page  contains
back they tried to take videos of  young

criminals stealing cars
and then using them for
high-speed joy rides.

Other videos show them
travelling at 240km/h,
in high-speed pursuits
with police, as well as

brazen break-and-
enters.

Michael Kemp, the
local MP said: "The

community is fed up.
They are asking for
answers, begging for
change, wanting to
feel safe in their own
homes".
A police spokesman
said a "number of
operations” had been
run in the area to
"address property
related-crime".

This saw 98 people
arrested and hit with
199 charges earlier this
year.

Major mosquito
outbreak at Sydney
water facility crushed

A major mosquito outbreak in south-west Sydney
has been contained in a "round the clock" operation
that cleared the pests from a significant water facility,
Sydney Water said.

Inlate October, Liverpool Council contacted Sydney
Water about a surge in mosquito populations near
Chipping Norton, suspected to be linked to the
oxiponds at the Liverpool Water Resource Recovery
Facility.

Sydney Water collaborated with the council to
tackle the issue.

In less than two weeks, nearly 100 per cent of frogbit
- a floating water weed - was removed from the
ponds.

Field assessments across ten of the 12 treatment sites
showed a 98 per cent reduction in mosquito larvae
since November 8.

"In areas where frogbit vegetation persisted,
mosquito larvae counts dropped from 400 to nearly
zero," Sydney Water water resourse recovery lead
Sally Rewell said.b

"Field surveys have confirmed the amount of
airbourne mosquitoes around the plant has reduced
by over 90 per cent. We expect a further reduction
over the next two weeks."

Specialised machinery was used, including
excavators, sucker trucks, boats, and a helicopter, to
help remove vegetation, and carry out ground and
aerial spraying with larvicides.

"Our crews worked tirelessly day after day to
eliminate the mosquito habitats and treat breeding
areas," Rewell said.

Medical Entomology NSW health pathology
Associate Professor Cameron Webb said adult
mosquito numbers dramatically declined compared
to last week’s collections.

"This is explained by the ongoing reduction in
mosquitoes emerging from oxiponds through weed
removal and larvicide treatments,” Webb said.
"Larval sampling in the oxiponds recorded a further
decline in mosquito abundance and an approximate
further 50 per cent reduction from last Wednesday."
More than 50 people worked seven days a week to
get rid of the pests, Rewell said.

"This has been a focused operation, with everyone
giving their all around the clock," she said.
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Chalmers

Jim Chalmers has defended
sweeping ~ changes  to
Australia’s $230bn sovereign
wealth fund, including how
it will prioritise issues like
housing and renewable
energy.

The Future Fund, a pool
of cash to help Australia
with long-term financial
positioning, gives the federal
government savings to dip
into and is independently

managed.
The Treasurer late on
Wednesday announced

several guidance updates to
the fund to delay withdrawals
until next decade and better
align its investments with
"national priorities”, such
as housing and renewable

energy.
Mr  Chalmers fought off
pointed  questions  on
Thursday,  saying  the

government was not fiddling
with the fund.

He said it did need to be
updated to remain useful.

"I think it would be strange
to set something up in the
early 2000s and pretend that
exactly as he had set it up it
would endure for the rest
of time," Mr Chalmers told
reporters in Canberra.

"This is about modernising
the future fund and making
sure it serves our national
economic interests to the

defends sweeping changes to
‘modernise’ $230bn sovereign wealth fund

for (Peter
Costello) to assume that as
he set up two decades ago
would continue for ever."

unrealistic

The national  priorities
outlined by Mr Chalmers
include housing,

transitioning to a net zero
power grid and supporting
Australia’s domestic supply
chain.

He also committed to not
taking money from the fund
until 33-2032, when it is
expected to grow to $380bn.
It is currently at $230bn.
Current  legislation  has
allowed withdrawals from
the Future Fund since July
2020.

But the former Coalition
government committed to
not eating into it until at least
27-2026.

Mr Costello set the fund
up in 2006 while serving
as treasurer in the Howard
government.

Mr Chalmers reiterated the
changes would not change

excessive risk.

Essentially, ~ the  board
is required to choose
investment  options  in

the line with the national
priorities if they offer the
same returns and risk
expectations as alternatives.
But asked about why the
fund needed to be directed
if options deemed in the

national  priority  were
already  equitable, ~ Mr
Chalmers fired up.

"I completely reject that
last part of your question
and I have said repeatedly
here and in the material we
have released here that the
primary objective of the
fund is to maximise returns,"
he replied.

"We have not changed our
expectations of risk, have not
changed our expectations of
rate of return.

"What we have said is when
the fund 1is comparing
possible investments with
similar levels of return those
investments  should  be

opportunities that we have.
"I am yet to find anyone
objective who does not
think we need more
investment in  housing,
energy or hardening our
infrastructure.”

Mr Chalmers also denied
that the government was
settinga “dual mandate".
"We made it clear there is a
primary focus on returns, no
change to the benchmark,
no change to how they
think about risk but we’ve
asked them where they can
and where it is appropriate,
to consider investing in
housing, energy and national
economic security so we can
tick more than one box," he
said.

"But I've been very clear,
probably half a dozen times
here already, were not
changing primary focus on
returns, we are not changing
its independence when
it comes to investment
decisions that the board
makes.

"It is not wunusual, it
shouldn’t be controversial
for a government to indicate
its priorities.

"We haven’t seen major
changes like this are the
Future Fund since its
inception and there are not
many institutions that we
would expect to go forward
two, three or four decades

ultimate benefit of the the ultimate objective of the
Australian people. fund” s board, which is to
"I think it would be maximise returns without

without a view on how to
improve them."

cognisant of some of the big
economic challenges and

Coles CEO Leah Weckert flags Amazon threat
at ACCC supermarkets inquiry

The intrusion of US tech giant Amazon into Australia’s retail
market poses a serious threat to the profits of traditional
supermarkets, Coles chief executive Leah Weckert says, as
thousands of Aussie shoppers shift their dollars for products
like nappies and dishwashing liquids to the American
behemoth.

Ms Weckert, appearing before the ACCC’s inquiry into
supermarket prices, said Amazon had already snatched
about a $1bn in grocery sales from traditional retailers
following its entry into the market in 2017.

"In the areas they are competing with us, in those ambient
categories, given the growth we are seeing - thisis something
we are paying a lot of attention and are worried about,” she
said.

Ambient categories refers to non fresh produce items such
as nappies.

"Thevolumetheyare nowsellingisareal point of competition
for us.

"The challenge we are going to have is being able to
adequately compete with a two-hour delivery time out of
robotics centres in Melbourne and Sydney."

The US giant, which boasts a market capitalisation of about
$3.3 trillion compared with Coles” $24.4bn, builta 200,000sq
m robotics fulfilment centre at Kemps Creek in western
Sydney, promising expedited delivery times for goods sold
on its online platform

A second centre is expected to open at Craigieburn in
northern Melbourne in 2025.

According to Roy Morgan research, 7.9 million Australians
aged 14 years and over shopped on Amazon at least once
in the 12 months to June 2024, an increase of 1.1 million
customers on the previous year.

An Amazon Prime subscription also gives customers free
deliveries.

Coles and Woolworths control about 67 per cent of the
supermarket landscape, the ACCC has found, but Ms
Weckert said Amazon’s burgeoning growth posed an
ongoing competitive threat to her business.

"Our expectation is they will continue to grow and invest,"
she said.

"They are likely to also expand their range over time."

Ms Weckert said Coles developed its own automated
distribution centres partly in response to the Amazon threat.
In the online space, the Coles boss listed Woolworths and
Amazon as her two prime competitors.

The inquiry, established by the Treasury Department in
February this year, is drilling into the structure of the grocery
markets across suppliers, wholesalers and retailers.

Rising prices at the checkout form a central part of Australia’s
rolling cost-of-living crisis and the government, opposition
and general public hold concerns the country’s concentrated
supermarket space could be inflating prices.

Both Coles and Woolworths have delivered record revenues
and profits in the past few years, even as consumer spending
power declines in the face of rising inflation and interest rate
pressures.

Ms Weckert defended Coles’ profits under questioning from
ACCC lawyer Naomi Sharp SC, arguing that net profits after
tax had remained flat as a percentage of total costs in the past
five years.

Coles delivered $43.5bn in revenues for the 2024 financial
year and $1.12bn in net profits.

The ACCC has labelled Australia’s supermarket landscape
as an "oligopoly" or a market typified by a small number
of dominant companies and potentially uncompetitive
practices.

Ms Weckert pushed back against any assertion the market
was not competitive.

‘Protecting the big boys’:

Amanda Rishworth and

Bridget McKenzie clash
on supermarkets

Social Services Minister Amanda Rishworth and senior

Coalition senator Bridget McKenzie have traded blows on
how to crack down on supermarkets, with the opposition
frontbencher accusing Ms Rishworth of "protecting the big
boys".

Australia’s consumer rights watchdog is investigating the
sector amid concerns over price setting practices and market
concentration.

The Albanese government has introduced a range of
measures aimed at fighting foul play in Australia’s duopolous
supermarket sector.

But the opposition has called for divestiture, or forcibly
breaking up Coles and Woolworths.

Commentingon the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission (ACCC) probe, Ms Rishworth said on
Tuesday the "inquiry is very important.”

"The ACCC is doing its job of making sure that there’s
scrutiny on our supermarkets and ... we are wanting to take
action on the supermarkets," the federal minister told Nine’s
Today, appearing opposite Senator McKenzie.

"We have taken action by making the voluntary code
mandatory, by looking at our merger laws, at increasing
competitiveness with the states and territories, and
importantly, addressing things like shrinkflation ... which
is also about looking at higher penalties when supermarkets
try and sell us less for the same price.”

A separate senate inquiry earlier this year found that both
Woolworths and Coles were buying up sites without
developing them.

Woolworths has repeatedly denied it was land banking,
including to the ACCC on Monday, arguing they were
strategic purchases for longer-term planning.

Senator McKenzie said Woolworths and Coles were
"blocking out competitors from actually setting up shop in
the suburbs or the regional cities".

"Look, the reality is shoppers are struggling with food going
up in excess of 12 per cent since Labor came to power," she
said.

"We do need our competition for both farmers and
consumers, both ends of the supply chain.

"We've got a bill in parliament right now to deal with this
with really tough penalties, a supermarket commissioner,
and to deal with ... land banking specifically to actually split
the supermarkets up and to actually make sure divestiture
powers are part of our competition framework when it
comes to supermarkets.”

She called on Ms Rishworth to "get the Labor Party to
support our bill so we can actually do something tangible to
assist competition."

But Ms Risworth hit back, saying "the trouble with your
proposal, Bridget, is that it is just a thought bubble."

"It’s chaotic," she said.

"Reputable people have said that your proposal would lead
to less competition, less actual rights.

"And I've got an army of experts that say otherwise and less
for farmers," Senator McKenzie interrupted.

"Amanda, stop protecting the big boys," she said.

But Ms Rishworth pressed on.

"Bridget, that is just not true. I think we are looking at
unintended consequences here," she said.

"You can’t just have a thought bubble and hope it’s
legislation.”
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Defence companies claim Adelaide conference was
the Fyre Festival of the military world

AT

An international military conference in Adelaide that
boasted of drawing "more than 1,100 delegates from
around the world" has been derided by attendees as a "total
shitshow" and compared to the infamous Fyre Festival
held in the Bahamas.

This week’s MAST event was billed as a "leading
international maritime, air and space technologies defence
event” with Adelaide the "first Southern Hemisphere city
to host the event in its 17-year history".

However, furious defence industry figures claim organisers
of the MAST 24 conference greatly exaggerated participant
numbers, and falsely claimed officials such as Australia’s
Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Mark Hammond would be
appearing.

"They over-promised and under-delivered. Companies
and organisations that MAST 24 said would attend aren’t
here and the claim of 1,000+ people is ludicrous, it might
just be half of that," a conference attendee told the ABC.
"Despite claiming there would be dozens of exhibiters at
MAST, there was only a handful of stands, and none of the
defence officials the organisers said would be here turned
up.

"It’s an utter embarrassment and total shitshow — noteven
the South Australian Defence Minister or Defence SA boss
turned up, it reminded me of the Fyre Festival," another
defence industry figure quipped.

"There are dozens of Japanese officials and representatives
here, but there doesn’t appear to be anyone from the
Australian Defence Department here in an official
capacity”.

One local defence company claims it paid close to $10,000
to exhibit inside the Adelaide Convention Centre during
the three-day event, only to discover it wasn’t on the list of
participants and none of its material had been delivered to
the venue.

Industry figures claim at least two large Australian defence
companies wrote to organisers ahead of the event to
demand they be removed from material that falsely
portrayed they were official participants in the conference.
MAST CEO Warren Edge has rejected criticism of the
showcase, telling the ABC he was "not aware of any
incorrect advertising of companies” and insisted organisers
"made every effort to ensure this did not occur”.

"MAST received communication last Thursday 14
November that Vice Admiral Mark Hammond was unable

to attend due to operational matters, and subsequently
updated our website on Saturday morning (due to
international travel of key personnel on Friday)," he said
in a statement.

"T have been advised that one exhibitor unfortunately was
unable to complete their installation prior to event start
and we are working to rectify this with them."

The Defence Department has declined to comment on
the controversy, but the ABC has confirmed Vice Admiral
Mark Hammond did not receive an invitation to speak at
the MAST 24 Conference.

The South Australian government declined to comment
on how much funding it provided to stage the MAST 24
conference, citing "commercial in confidence” contract
provisions.

"Fundingis offered to business events that meetstrict criteria
and reconciliation is completed after the business event
and is performance-based," a government spokesperson
said.

"The treasurer and minister for defence and space
industries, and the CEO of Defence SA, couldn’t attend
the MAST event as they are currently visiting the UK
for a series of high-level talks, including with defence
companies.”

The spokesperson declined to say whether the MAST
conference would be supported in Adelaide in the future
but confirmed Acting Premier Susan Close did attend this
week’s event.

Government introduces social media age
ban Bill to parliament

Billionaire Elon Musk has taken to his own social media
platform X to slam the Albanese governments Bill to
ban social media for kids under 16.

If passed, social media companies could be slapped with
fines of up to $50m if they fail to do enough to verify a
user” s age on their platforms.

The world-first legislation, introduced into parliament
on Thursday, would also create a legal definition of
social media.

But Mr Musk, who has been named by President-
elect Donald Trump to head a new department of
government efficiency, has weighed in saying it “seems
like a backdoor way to control access to the internet by
all Australians” .

The Bill might not be popular with Mr Musk, but it will
likely get a warm welcome in parliament.

There has been broad bipartisan support for restricting
minors” access to social media for some time, with
states and territories mulling their own bans.

Though, the Bill is not without critics.

Independent MP Zoe Daniel warned on Thursday
morning that it could unintentionally make platforms

“less safe” .

“My biggest concern about it really is that it doesn” t
substantively change what the platforms need to be doing
on their platforms, and there may be an unintended
consequence that the platforms actually become less
safe,” she said.

“Ifyouwere to create a system where the platforms have

to take responsibility, mitigate risk and be transparent
about how they” re doing that and what tools they” re
using, then that sort of provides, potentially, an
environment where everyone can be in a safe space.

“What we’ re doing is saying, ‘“Well, we’ re going
to lock everyone under 16 out, and then everyone else
can do whatever they want in there” .

“And also, we know that some people under 16 will get
in.Idon’ tthink that that” s really a good pathway to
go down."

Meanwhile, Snapchat is expected to be captured in the
definition of social media under Australian law.
Snapchat lets users exchange photos, videos and
messages rather than offering a posting board-type
feature, such as Facebook, Instagram or X

There was some uncertainty around whether Snapchat
could escape the proposed ban by arguing it was a
messaging service and not a social media platform.

Dutton pays tribute to Bill
Shorten: He could have
been Australia:s PM
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In politics, the biggest compliments come from
enemies after they’ve left the political scene, and
that’s what happened when Bill Shorten bid
tarewell to Parliament after 17 years of service.

Peter Dutton, his political rival, was Shorten’s

political standout and spoke about his
achievements in a way that even the prime
minister couldn’t.

Dutton, who had breakfast with Shorten in
the last week before he left Parliament, praised
his political abilities, saying: "Bill Shorten had
tremendous political intelligence and leadership
skills, and he could have been a very good prime
minister for this country.”

He added jokingly: "Thankfully, that didn’t
happen, because we won the election.”

In his farewell speech, Shorten chose to honour
his family first, referring to his wife Chloe and his
children Robert, Gigi and Clementine.

It was a tribute to his family, who made so many
sacrifices during his political career.

Shorten, who has served in parliament for 17
years,said: “Politicsisreallytough,” notingthat
many colleagues have not had the opportunity
to say goodbye formally due to electoral defeats,
scandals or even illness.

But he stressed that he was fortunate to have had
the experience and reached this stage.

As for achievements he is proud of, Shorten
mentioned the Beaconsfield mine disaster, which
was a turning point in his union career and made
him known in Australia. He also touched on a
series of political achievements, most notably the
National Disability Insurance Scheme, which he
considered one of his greatest achievements.
Shorten, who has not hesitated to acknowledge
his failures, said: “Some of your failures become
your best,” noting that despite the painful
moments of failure, he is proud of every moment
he spent in politics.

After leaving parliament, Shorten intends to
continue his career in education, where he will
take up the position of Vice-Chancellor at the
University of Canberra from next February. He
indicated that education is the field in which he
plans to work after leaving the political arena.

In closing, Shorten had a message for the next
generation of politicians, urging them to be
ambitious and driven to make a real difference in
the country. He concluded by stressing that time
is limited, urging everyone to make the most of
every moment in the service of the nation, citing
the wisdom of the poet Rudyard Kipling.
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Trump Rejects the «Flawed» International Criminal Court Decision

The White House rejected the International
Criminal Court’s decision to issue arrest
warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and former Defense Minister
Yoav Gallant over alleged war crimes in Gaza.

Some lawmakers, including U.S. President-
elect Donald Trump, urged imposing
sanctions on the ICC, headquartered in The
Hague, in response to the decision.

Reports suggest that Israel is working with the
new administration to take punitive actions
against the court.

The White House Press Secretary, Karine
Jean-Pierre, stated that the U.S. would not
enforce the arrest warrants, calling the ICC’s
decision a «tlawed process.»

She criticized ICC Prosecutor Karim
Khan for failing to grant Israel a genuine
opportunity to engage constructively or to
consider its internal investigations properly,
raising questions about the credibility of his
investigations.

The arrest warrants effectively bar Netanyahu
and Gallant from entering any of the 124
member states of the ICC.

Both Israel and the U.S., neither of which are
ICC members, condemned the decision.

In May, ICC Prosecutor Karim Khan
announced his intent to pursue the arrests of
Netanyahu, Gallant, and three Hamasleaders,
who were later killed in Israeli strikes.

The Biden administration has, so far, resisted
calls from Republican lawmakers to impose
sanctions on the ICC, as Trump did during
his presidency.

National Security Council spokesperson
expressed concerns over the ICC prosecutors
haste in pursuing arrest warrants, highlighting
significant procedural flaws leading to the
decision.

The ICC alleges that Netanyahu and Gallant
targeted civilians and used starvation as a
weapon of war.

It also issued an arrest warrant for Hamas
military leader Mohammed Deif, believed to
have been killed in an Israeli airstrike in July.

Australian political reactions to the ICC
decision remain unclear, with Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese and Foreign Minister
Penny Wong yet to issue direct statements.
Australia’s historical alignment with U.S.
toreign policy suggests a cautious approach
to any stance that might disrupt bilateral
relations, especially given previous support
tor Israel under former Prime Minister Scott
Morrison.

Some speculate that the Albanese government
may avoid overtly criticizing Israel or the ICC
to maintain diplomatic balance.

In light of these events, broader discussions
have emerged about the impartiality of ICC
Prosecutor Karim Khan, who has been
criticized for perceived bias due to his Muslim
background and cultural ties to Pakistan.

Criticsallege that these aftiliationsinfluence his
decisions, particularly in cases involving Israel.

Prime Minister Netanyahu, often referred
to as «the Lion of Jerusalem,» has reaffirmed
Israebs stance on the indivisibility of Jerusalem
and the historical Jewish claim to the land.

He emphasized that Israel remains open to
peace with the Arab world but warned against
continued hostilities from its neighbors.

The ICC’sactionsand international responses
continue to stir debate over legal jurisdiction,
historical claims, and the broader implications
tor peace and accountability in the region.

-

Karim Khan

Republican Senator Tom Cotton



