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CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care.

Liverpool

Start Savmg Today'

' q Earn 1 Point for every $ you spend. For every 167
' . points you'll eamn a $5 reward off future purchases. SIGN UP TODAY -

Specialised Services
Simple and streamlined methods of providing specialised medication for Fertility
Clinics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surgeries and more. Save & Deliver Pharmacy

IS equipped with the equipment to cold store medications, deliver regular order
prescriptions and compound medications for doctors and patients.
Many of these services are provided at no extra cost to your clinic and at
discounted and affordable prices. We personalise our services to meet your
individual clinic’s and patients requirements to maintain customer satisfaction.

piscount piscount piscount

CincottaChemist CincottaChemist @ CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care.
279 Macquarie St 884 Anzac Parade 1/7 Munmorah Cct

Liverpool NSW 2170 Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529
T. (02) 9821 1942 T. (02) 9349 1602 T. (02) 4296 5548
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A&E Media Australia is pleased to announce the relaunch of
Masrna Elyoum, a newspaper dedicated to global news and
updates on the Egyptian community in Australia, available in both
Arabic and English:

www.mesrenaelyoum.com.au

Additionally, the Morning Star magazine, which focuses on
celebrity news, art, beauty, culture, and artistic competitions
across Australia, particularly in Victoria and Queensland, will also
be relaunched:

Www.morningstars.com.au

Both outlets will reactivate their social media platforms, including
Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and YouTube, as part of this new
phase.

New editorial leadership has been appointed to lead this exciting
relaunch:

« Mr. Rami Saad - Editor-in-Chief of Masrna Elyoum

= Dr. Samia Ajban - Managing Editor of Masrna Elyoum

= Maestro Michel Saber - Editor-in-Chief of Morning Star

Through these appointments, A&E Media Australia aims to deliver
high-quality content that resonates with readers and reflects a
refreshed vision for Arabic media in Australia.

Ph: 0449146961
0499910365

£1o]in[ > A

ol A&E Media Australia LIyl né &julaidl] - anpell duwdoll g
allall jLiai pinig dxollell jLA il «ogull Lippo» daga Galh| dale] e olei
ayjulaigllg apyell paillllllyiwl (né dypoall

www.mesrenaelyoum.com.au

Jloallg pallg pgaill Ll (pa aonaiall liu aisijgon dlao cllssg
2illjiugig bygidas anlag Ll chil J4 (na agiall cilésbuallg Jaalaillg

Www.maorningstars.com.au
Hugig clgrud oo logs anlall pcloiadll Jnlgill gélgo Jusdii dale] clladg
4194ig19 Cunpiiugg

.Gagaall dlagodl Gjladl 232 ppad Gupaog cbwgy puei go
09l Lijppo» agpa pad pud) — 3w groly AliLudll
ool Lippon pjai dp30 — gliac droluw d)gisall

Lyl aigdygon dlao pipali guud) — pln Juduo jlaguwgaoll
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Lyl né Jujell pileill 833260 &18) yudsug Lgilya Cilolaial

Ph: 0449146961
0499910365
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Mix Trading online

The best Online Shopping in Australia

Mix Trading online Offers the best price and
fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365
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HASSAN ALASSADI |
ool NANA Desi an
0411 216 619 i

Unit 3 /125 Auburn Rd g}
Auburn NSW 2144 <=

& Ay Y,

Are you ready to elevate your brand to new heights2 Infroducing NANA Design
Co., your one-stop destination for all your creative needs!
Need eye-catching banners that capture attention and leave a lasting impres-
siong Wewe got you covered!
Looking for business cards that exude professionalism and leave a lasting impres-
Ph/ Fax: (02) 8084 7638 sion? NANA Design Co. delivers stunning designs tailored to your unique style.
Want to create a magazine that not only captivates your audience but also re-
flects your brands identity2 Look no furthert NANA Design Co. specializes in craft-
ing stunning magazine layouts that turn heads.
Seeking a vibrant and engaging Flash player design that keeps your website visi-
tors hooked? Our team of experts will create an immersive digital experience that
sets your brand apart.
Have a special moment you want to preserve? Our Draw photo service will frans-
form your memories into stunning hand-drawn artwork, capturing the essence of
those precious moments.
: Here at NANA Design Co., we pride ourselves on delivering exceptional designs
- | l f . I\ T : = | =) that leave a lasting impact. Werre passionate about bringing your ideas to life,
0435 573 755 u|New Homes RCONSTRUCTIO] = ' creating designs that are not only visually stunning but also strategically crafted to
BExconsiuction.com.o- |r'_ i Maintenance‘ . o help your business succeed.
/| w Renovation _ 'y & : So, what are you waiting for2 Contact us today and let NANA Design Co. frans-
-~ w7 form your brandis image. Weire ready to take your business to new heights!

lasadi.com.au @
accounts@lasadi.com.au pg

Call now on

IBEX becconsiructon comas 0499 910 365

admin@nanadesignaustralia.com

AMEEN COMPUTER

Looking for laptops and
desktops? Weve got you
covered!

Whether you are buying,
selling, or need repairs, we are
your

go-to destination.

Explore our range of new and
used devices, hardware, and
software solutions.

Trust us for quality products and expert service.
Call us Today and get aspecial price..

Ph: 0449 146 961
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Sutherland Medical Centre and
Mankarios Skin Cancer Clinic
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*Family Medicine.

*Child Health including Childhood
Immunizations.
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Experience authentic Egyptian cuisine
right at your doorstep.

Magda is ready to whip up a feast just for
you. Order now and let the taste of Egypt
come to you!»
Casserole:
Okra
Moussaka
Perennial rice
Bechamel pasta
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*Fully equipped procedure room. tr ay
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*Pathology testing.

*Pre-employment Medical stuffed:

Examination.
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*Psychology. eggplant
zucchini

Established in 2002 by: pepper
Dr Ramsis Farag, Dr Nabil Mankarios, Dr Mona Mikhail,
and Dr Faten Wassef. baked gOOdS:
cake
Dr Nabil Mankarios is an experienced Skin Cancer Practitioner Egyptian bread
who started working in this field in 1997.
SOggy
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Mother says new evidence shows son Jake Herd
‘wasn’t alone’ before hiking death in Kazakhstan

A Melbourne mother has
uncovered fresh evidence
that suggests her son was not
alone before he mysteriously
died while hiking on his trip
of a lifetime.

Wendy Costa is continuing
her fight for answers after
her son, Jake Herd, died
of hypothermia after a
hiking accident in the Tian
Shan mountain range in
Kazakhstan.

The Melbourne University
graduate and budding lawyer,
27, was found dead in the
"Mountains of Heaven" three
days after he was reported
missing in May last year.
Initial police and local media
reports suggested Mr Herd
hiked the mountains alone,
but Ms Costa continues to
discover fresh evidence that
disputes those claims.

Photos located on Mr Herd’s
smashed iPhone show images
of two men hiking with him
while another picture shows
the group sharing lunch
together near the summit.

speak to those men to shed
light on her son’s last hours.
Buta recent chemical analysis
of the contents of Mr Herd’s
drink bottle detected a 2.6
per cent reading of ethanol
— found in alcohol.

Ms Costa said that either
disputes  police  reports
claiming  he had not
purchased alcohol in the
days before his death — or
someone gave it to him while
hiking on that fateful day.
She said it once again proved
he was not alone on the
mountain above the Big
Almaty Lake.

"He wouldn’t have gone up

——

Herald Sun.

"He went up with water and
he came back down with
wine.

He definitely socialised up
there.

"He didn” t buy any drinks
over there. Someone else has
given it to him while he was
up there."

She said a video recently
uncovered from his iPhone
also proved he was not alone
just minutes before his death.
At least one man is heard
speaking Kazakh in the
background near the summit,
which has been translated
by a professional in recent

I am enjoying. Thinking
about victory only," the man
is heard saying in the clip.

Ms Costa said that only
proved he was with others
before his grisly death.

'T think it” s pretty big, it
shows that he wasn” t alone
and they kept telling me he
was," she added.

She hopes the man in the clip
will be able to shed more light
on her son’s behaviour prior
to his death.

Ms Costa funded her own
trip to the Big Almaty Lake in
remote Kazakhstan in May,
forking out thousands of
dollars in her mission to find
the truth.

She said authorities were
unwilling to co-operate with
her during police interviews
and is now considering hiring
a private detective.

She said her main objective is
to locate and contact the man
her son photographed near
the summit.

"I'm still waiting for them to
open (the case) up butit’sjust

The  Coolaroo  mother a mountain with alcohol,
remains steadfast in her he had water. His friend
attempts to identify and confirmed that,” she told the

weeks.
"It’s so great, [ am looking at
landscape now.

not happening,” she added.
"I just need to know who that

guyis."

‘The most exciting, dynamic new band in a long time’:
Meet Hot Machine, Australia’s next rock’n’roll stars

Cherry-red guitars are carefully preset on stage, treated with a
tenderness that does not match the kind of music they will soon
produce.

The Saturday night crowd at The Toff in Melbourne’s CBD is
buzzing, its patrons nursing cold beers as they eagerly await the
entertainment.

In the green room, the five band members of Hot Machine touch
up lipstick, discuss last minute details of their setlist and pick over
a bowl of calamari and chips.

Then an unexpected moment. As they ready themselves for a heavy
rock set on stage, they break into their pre-show ritual, belting out
Olivia Newton-John’s Hopelessly Devoted

To You.

Once the ballad is finished, the girls huddle around in a circle and
unleash a wild, unified yell while shadow boxing — and they” re
ready to go on stage.

Dressed in black leather, leopard print, crimson, fishnet tights and
chunky high-heeled boots, they are the vision of rock and roll.
Sammy O’Keefe, 31, Jess Turner, 26, Sarsha Marsden, 24, Jess
Maio, 26 and Brittany Britten, 36, all have normal day jobs, but
at night they are Hot Machine: Melbourne” s hottest new rock
band.

When the group starts playing, an electric thrill spreads throughout
the room.

It’s the moment, perhaps, people realise they will one day tell their
kids they got to see Hot Machine play at The Toff, back before they
were selling out arenas.

With the exception of a crowd-pleasing cover of Shoot to Thrill by
AC/DC, Hot Machine’s setlist is comprised of original songs. A
portion of the crowd has never heard them before, but their catchy
lyrics and melodies soon have the whole room belting out their
anthemic choruses in unison.

It’s hard to believe Hot Machine only formed in 2023.

When Marsden moved to Melbourne, she met O” Keefe and they
started jamming on bass and drums for a bit of fun. In a casual
rehearsal, both girls were shocked to discover that O Keefe could
actually sing — really well, in fact.

They decided she would make the move to the mic and Marsden
would move to rhythm guitar. Things were starting to take shape.
Bassist Britten serendipitously entered the scene shortly after, then
the girls slid into the Instagram DMs of drummer Maio to see if
she was up for the challenge. It was a no-brainer for her. Once
Maio had joined the team, she brought Turner into the fold — an
old school friend who she thought would make the perfect lead
guitarist.

In only three months, they had a sethst ready to perform.
"I've been in several bands before and I've never seen a band grow

so quickly — it felt really surreal to start with,” Maio says.

"Our trajectory has developed so quickly and naturally. We just
clicked, there” s no other way to describe it."

It’s that nebulous quality of "clicking" that gives Hot Machine their
zing, the invisible connection between musicians that elevates a
good band to an amazing one.

They twigged they might be on to something special while
rehearsing for their very first concert.

"We were playing for two friends in a little dress rehearsal. It was
literally just an audience of two, but I really feel that was when we
turned to each otherand went: “Wait, we actually have something
here" Turner says.

"It was like we all stopped and realised we actually sounded pretty
good."

The momentum picked up quickly. Not many bands can say they
played their third ever gig at the Corner Hotel, but Hot Machine
were turning heads from the very beginning.

By connecting with bands like The Southern River Band, the
Psychedelic Porn Crumpets and Kingswood, Hot Machine
have been afforded precious performance opportunities — and
they” ve made it their mission to accept each one they’re offered.
"We've met so many amazing bands and musicians along the way
who have respected us, and been kind enough to put our name
forward,” Turner says.

Pedestrian killed after being
hit by car that swerved onto
footpath in Epping

A pedestrian has died after being hit by a car that swerved
onto a footpath in Epping on Saturday morning.

Police were called to the Dalton Rd collision about 10am
after a vehicle drove onto a footpath and hit a male
pedestrian.

The yet to be formally identified man died at the scene.
Continuing along the footpath, the driver then crashed
into a pole and building.

He suffered serious injuries and remains in hospital
under police guard.

Police are investigating
surrounding the collision.

the exact circumstances

Repair work slashed by 95 per
cent on Victoria’s crumbling roads

Maintenance of Victoria's crumbling road network has fallen to
record lows with repair work slashed by a staggering 95 per cent
last financial year, new figures have confirmed.

New government data shows just 422,000 square metres of road
was rehabilitated or resurfaced in 24-2023, down from 9 million
square metres a year earlier.

It means maintenance works were completed on road areas the
size of 21 MCGs last year, compared to 450 MCGs the year prior.
The chronic failure to keep up with the state’s road maintenance
program was laid bare in the latest Department of Transport and
Planning annual report.

The report also revealed concerning delays in work being
completed, with only 39 per cent of metropolitan projects and 69
per cent of regional projects being finished on time.

In the same time, the government slashed its road resurfacing
spending to just $37.6m compared to $201.4m the previous year.
Shadow Minister for Roads and Road Safety, Danny O’Brien said
Labor’s cuts had taken a massive toll on the state of our roads.

"A 95 per cent reduction in essential maintenance is just going to
mean our already bad roads will get worse," Mr OBrien said.
"Victorians are already putting up with dodgy roads wherever
they drive — regional Victoria, the suburbs and even some of our
freeways.

"The government’s own survey last year found 91 per cent of
the roads it surveyed were in poor or very poor condition -
something all Victorian motorists are well aware of."

Mr OBrien said a lack of work in Victoria had forced road crews
having to travel thousands of kilometres interstate to secure work.
"It’s astonishing that our own workers are travelling over 2km to
far north Queensland when our own roads are so bad," he said.
"Why aren’t they getting work here to fix our appalling roads?
"Last year even the government’s own road maintenance firm,
Sprayline Road Services, had to tender for work in South Australia
because there was no work for them in Victoria."

A government spokesperson maintained two-year-old flooding
events were to blame for much of the damaged road network.
But she said $964m had been committed to maintaining Victoria’s
road between now and mid-2025.

"Repeated flooding and above-average rainfall caused
unprecedented damage to our roads which meant our
maintenance program needed to focus on rebuilding damaged
roads last year — simply resurfacing these roads would not have
prevented further degradation,” she said.
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was a Saturday

P'll never forget where | was on October 7

afternoon during
Simchat Torah, the last
festival of the month-
long  Jewish  High
Holidays. Each year, it
is a happy occasion; we
dance in the synagogue
and children are given
bags oflollies as we gather
to celebrate the year it
took to finish reading the
whole Torah.

On October 2023 7, 1
arrived at my synagogue
in Melbourne with my
husband and children.
Because it was during a
festival when Orthodox
Jews do not use phones,
money or electricity, I
had been disconnected
from technology. I did
not yet know that hours
earlier, Hamas had
conducted a massive
attack in Israel that would
result in the brutal killing
of some 1,200 people,
including around 800
civilians.

I remember the hush
that rippled through the
crowd when a security
guard arrived to let us
know that a war had
broken out in Israel.
What do you mean there
were hundreds of Israeli
casualties? I wondered.
How could there be
dozens of hostages taken
back into Gaza?

My life has changed
since that day. In
Australia, though we are
geographically far from
the Middle East, October
7 marked a seismic shift
for my community.
Antisemitism is rising,
and many in my
community Worry
about our safety.
None of the victims of
October 7 felt random
to me. Jews account for
approximately 14 million
people worldwide,
or %0.2 of the global
population, and I had
many connections with
many of those murdered.
This involved my sister-
in-law” s cousin, Adi
Vital Kaploun, who was
murdered in her home

in Kibbutz Holit in front
of her two children,
who later appeared in a
Hamas clip that surfaced
in Telegram.

Israel” s actions in Gaza
also mean Palestinians
are  facing  untold
danger. I see the horrific
videos, including that of
Sha’ banal-Dalouin the
courtyard of a hospital
connected to an IV drip
asheisburntalive afteran
Israeli airstrike. I see the
destruction of so many
homes in Gaza, the many
people who are suffering
and now homeless. I
feel  heartbroken for
Palestinians who are not
part of Hamas, whose
relatives and children
have been killed by Israel
and had their businesses
and homes destroyed.
[ follow Palestinian
journalists on  social
media and am horrified
by the carnage they are
living through.

But ever since October
7, there are also palpable
concerns of personal
safety tor Jewish
people that are real and
experienced daily. I find
myself witnessing my
7-year-old son practising
active shooter drills at
his after-school Hebrew
classes, something he
never did before October
7, a stark reminder of the
threats that have grown
too close to home. In
Caulfield, the suburb
where [ live and ran for
Parliament in 2022 as a
teal independent, there
is unease in the air. At
my children” s Jewish

kindergarten,  security
has increased, parents
have been volunteering
to monitor drop-off and
pick-up times, and larger
fences have been built. I
often think twice about
whether it is safe to go
to my synagogue or a
Jewish institution.

Just a few months ago,
Melbourne” s largest
Jewish  day  school,
Mount Scopus Memorial
College in Burwood, was
daubed in graffiti that said

“Jew Die” , and last
November, a synagogue
around the corner from
my home was evacuated
after a violent protest.
Sometimes [ ask my
sons, who are seven and
three years old, to wear
baseball caps over their
skullcaps, nervous that
our Jewish observance
may make us a target for
abuse when we go out in
public.

I  know that most
Australians  are  kind
and thoughtful people.
I know that the debates
about Israel and Palestine
and Australia’ s
approach will continue
as long as this war rages.
But I also want to share
my experiences of this
conflict to show how it
affects the lives of Jewish
people, that we not only
have family members
who were killed or who
knew  people killed
on October 7 but are
also feeling unsafe in
Australia. Every day, a
conflict that is thousands
of kilometres away from
Melbourne affects my

life. Some of my siblings
live in Israel, many of my
friends live there and I
teel a deep connection
to my Jewish culture and
heritage.

In the year since the
war between Hamas
and Israel began, many
Australian Jewsare bereft.
We feel that we have been
abandoned and ignored
by many progressive
allies who weren’” t
able to unequivocally
condemn the murder of
Israeli civilians and the
rape of Israeli women
on October 7. For me,
October 7 marked a
watershed moment; in
the weeks that followed 1
quit my role on the board
ofthe Faith Communities
Council of Victoria,
which was unable to
condemn the murder
of Jews on October 7.
It was wounding that
an organisation that I
had invested so much
time and effort into
couldn” t be clear in
its  denunciation  of
terrorism.

The past year has felt like
one of the hardest I can
remember in Australia.
This is the country my
grandfather, a Holocaust
survivor, chose for its
promise of safety and
distance from the horrors
of Europe. The Middle
East may be far, but the
pain, fear, and grief are
telt daily — both for
those we mourn in Israel
and for those suffering
in Gaza. We all deserve
peace, but it feels further
away than ever.
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Aldi Manager Suspended
AmidScrutinyOverTreatment
of Jewish Workers

Nikita Potapov’s shock suspension from Aldi has raised
concerns about the treatment of Jewish people in the
workplace after a series of accusations were levelled at the
store manager shortly after a staff member recognised his Star
of David necklace.
Mr Potapov, a store manager at Aldi in Melbourne, was
left reeling after his managers informed him he would be
suspended because of allegations he made inappropriate racial
and political comments to members of his team.
He categorically denies the accusations and is struggling to
overlook that the majority of the allegations originated from
a staff member of Palestinian descent, shortly after she noticed
his Star of David necklace.
"She saw my Star of David and Rebecca Yazbe
said, ‘AreyouJewish?” andIsaid, ‘Yeahlam’ andthen
she said “Oh you’ re not very popular at the moment are
you?’," Mr Potapov told SkyNews.com.au.
The team member then allegedly remarked that "It must be
like another holocaust for you guys" which Mr Potapov found
“highly inappropriate”
"Ourrelationship was quite professional, and our conversations
have always been positive, so it really did take me by surprise,”
he said.
A letter sent to Mr Potapov detailing the allegations, seen by
SkyNews.com.au, includes a conversation in September,
where a customer entered the store wearing a Palestinian flag
t-shirt.
Aldr’s letter alleged the incident prompted Mr Potapov to say
“If Muslims care so much about the war, why don” t they go
back to Palestine” to a staff member who was of Palestinian
descent.
In a separate incident, which isn’ t dated, Mr Potapov is
accused of saying words to the effect of “Well the white way
is the right way so 1" Il stick with what 1" ve got”  after a staff
member attempted to explain how to pronounce their name.
On another occasion, also not dated, a staff member asked
Mr Potapov why the store didn’t have more team members
of colour, to which he allegedly responded: “If black people
stop committing so many crimes maybe we’ d have more
around".
"Who in their right mind would say that?” Mr Potapov told
SkyNews.com.au
"I'm shocked and speechless, I have never, ever said that in
my life.
"Can you imagine someone getting these kinds of performance
reviews and then all of a sudden, in the space of one or two
months, he goes and says all these comments?”
The allegations also include comments allegedly uttered in a
team building meeting, where staff members were discussing
the US Presidential Election.
In reference to Kamala Harris, Mr Potapov is accused of
saying words to the effect of "she’s black and she’s a woman,
I'd never vote for her", "well a half black woman is still a black
woman and they shouldn’t have that sort of power"; and "I
don’t think a woman could be president and America would
be in the dump if a woman became president”.
Mr Potapovwas particularly floored by anallegation thathe said
he "wanted to lash out at that a** after his poor performance in
a match” about an Indigenous Australian on his football team,
despite not having any Indigenous Australians on his football
team.
Mr Potapov addressed each allegation in detail, highlighting
that one of the purported incidents occurred while he was not
on shift, while firmly stating his condemnation of all forms of
racism, insisting that he would never make such remarks.
However, his employer declined to provide him with any
additional information in relation to the allegations, and he
is still in the dark about the future of his employment while
struggling with the fact he may have been suspended from a
job he loved because he was Jewish.
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RBA governor Michele Bullock says she didmt
«cautiom» the government about its spending

Reserve  Bank  governor
Michele Bullock has rejected
suggestions she cautioned the
federal government about its
spending behaviour, amid
media reporting that she
had warned the treasurer to
exercise restraint in the lead-
up to next year’s election.

"l don’t believe I've been
cautioning anyone," she said.
Ms  Bullock made her
comments in a Senate hearing
in Canberra on Thursday
morning.

In the wake of Tuesday’s RBA
board meeting, some media
outlets, including the AFR
and the ABC, reported that
Ms Bullock had delivered a
warning over —government
spending to Treasurer Jim
Chalmers during her post-
RBA Board meeting press
conference on Tuesday by
saying:

"My reading — when [ speak
privately to the treasurer
and when I hear him speak
on television and radio — is
that he’s fully aware of the
inflationary implications of
his own policies," she said on
Tuesday.

"He needsto be thinking about
that. Because he — like me —
understands that inflation is
really what’s hurting people at
the moment."

During Thursday’s hearing,
WA Liberal senator Dean
Smith asked the governor to
expand on those comments.
"In  recent days, you've
expressed a note of caution
to policymakers in regards
to their spending appetites
as they come to end-of-
financial-year statements and
election periods,”  Senator
Smith said.

"Can you just elaborate for
the committee what are some
of those risks if policymakers
don’t exercise a more prudent
approach  to  government
spending?”

Ms  Bullock  took  the
opportunity to clarify her
earlier comments and correct
the record.

The government’s attitude ’is
the right one’

"What T've been observing
is that the private sector in
Australia at the moment is
very weak, and the public
sector demand has been filling
that gap, so what we have
is an economy which is not
growing very quickly and the
private sector’s very weak and
the public sector’s providing
some support,” Ms Bullock
said on Thursday.

"Our forecasts show that with
that sort of mix, we end up
with inflation coming back
down to target in the next
couple of years.

"Now, it's true that total
demand is what is driving
inflation, in terms of total
demand versus total supply,
so that’s a mix of public and
private [demand].

" think the [federal and
state] governments have been
conscious of what they're
doing, and certainly when I
talk to the treasurer he is very
conscious that they need to be
cautious in terms of what they
do, in terms of the budget.
"He knows that, he’s told me
this, that fiscal policy has to
work with monetary policy."
Ms Bullock reminded Senator
Smith that "fiscal policy” —
which refers to a government’s
spending and taxing decisions
— had to fulfil many roles in

=

society.

She said there were certain
services governments had to
provide, for which it had to
provision, and its policies had
to work on behalf of voters
and the economy as a whole,
which meant working with
the Reserve Bank to ensure
inflation was kept in check.

"I think that the policymakers
are being very conscious of
what they’re doing with their
spending,” Ms Bullock told
him.

"They’re  conscious  that
they've got to have fiscal
policy working for the
Australian people, but they’re
also conscious that they’ve got
to use it in a way that doesn’t
exacerbate  the  inflation
problem because frankly, the
government knows, we know,
as the Australian population
knows, that inflation is the
thing that’s hurting everyone.
"And if we don’t get inflation
under control then it’'s worse
for everyone," she said.
Christopher ~ Kent, RBA
assistant governor (financial
markets), appeared alongside
Ms Bullock in the Senate
hearing on Thursday morning.
He was asked to explain how
markets were reacting to the
news of Donald Trump’s
victory in the US presidential
election overnight, and what
his election could mean for
inflation and interest rates

globally.
Dr Kent said markets were
predicting ahead of the

election that Trump may win,
and with confirmation of
his win overnight, they were
moving further in ways you
would anticipate, given what
economic policies may be on
the horizon.

"And because the US is
such an important source
of funding, and the demand
by the US government for
borrowing is substantial, that’ll
have upward effects on global
interest rates.

"It's also pushing the US
dollar up and other currencies
down, but I would note other
currencies have fallen by more
than the Australian dollar in
recent days, so on a trade-
weighted basis, we aren’t
much changed in terms of our
exchange rate," he said.

Dr Kent said trade tariffs were
another prospect and they
may have an "adverse effect”
on Australia, in a roundabout
way.

"We just don’t know how big
and who they’ll be applied to,"
he said.

"By itself, though, those
should push up the US dollar,
because US customers will be
buying [fewer] goods from the
rest of the world, and they’ll
need less foreign exchange,
but it means less demand by
the US for global goods.

"So that’s a sort of a negative
for growth elsewhere. That’s
why European markets, for
example, in terms of their
equity prices, were down a
little bit overnight, because US
tariffs on European markets
will be poor for their economy
at the margin.

"And then finally, the big
concern is large tariffs on
China, which may have an
adverse effect on us.

"But as I said, our equity
markets have moved up a little
bit in response initially, and
the Aussie dollar has not much
changed," he said.

‘Unemployment could rise significantly’: Expert
reveals ‘warning S|gns for Aussm economy

In the long history of Australia’s economy, it has earnt a reputation
as "The Lucky Country”, dodging economic downturns and
recessions even as other developed nations or those in our region
grappled with them.

But behind the headlines of success, is the nation’s economy still
worthy of that title — or does delving into the details reveal quite
a different picture?

When looking at the nation’s labour market, at first glance, it
appears that lady luck is once again smiling on our Great Southern
Land, with more than 430,000 jobs created in the 12 months to
October.

But when you start to get into the details of job creation over the
last year, it becomes clear that luck had very little to do with it.
The most detailed and accurate employment statistics the
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) has at its disposal, the
quarterly Labour Account, reveals an economy increasingly
reliant on government at all levels to drive job creation.

The ABS defines jobs in public administration and safety,
education and training and healthcare and social assistance as
"non-market” jobs.

B

While notnecessarily directly public sector jobs, the overwhelming
majority of jobs in these industries are at least in part government
funded.

Of the 375,100 jobs created in the 12 months to June, 283,000
were in what the ABS terms non-market industries. Just 92,100
jobs were created in all the remaining industries combined.

In an economy where the labour force expanded by more than
420,000 people in the 12 months to June, this is a concerning
development.

Aussies resilient
to cost-of-llvmg pressu res

Aussie mortgage holders are 1n1nga way to pay their
mortgages despite cost-of-living pressures.

Just days after Westpac told the market the peak of cost-
of-living pressures may have passed, ANZ came out with
results showing mortgage holders are resilient.

ANZ chief executive Shayne Elliott said Aussie mortgage
holders were holding up despite the Reserve Bank
keeping rates at a decade high of 4.35 per cent for a full
year now.

“Higher interest rates are impacting customers and we
saw an increase in those requiring hardship support. Our
data shows customers, in general, are holding up better
than expected,” he said in a statement.

Mr Elliott said those doing it tough should reach out to
the bank to get the support they required.

“We know that” s not the case for everyone and our
team stands ready to help those who are doing it tough
with tailored solutions,”  Mr Elliott said.

The call comes despite an intense rate hiking cycle in
which the cash rate rose 13 times in a row before settling
at 4.35 per cent for the last 12 months.

The ANZ chief executive said the “peak of the cost
of living stress” appeared to have peaked in July, with
stage three tax cuts helping mortgage holders.

The numbers coming through ANZ’ s own accounts
show households “overwhelmingly” have saved the
tax cuts, Mr Elliott said.

“They didn’ t run out and buy a new TV or a car or
went on holiday. They put it in their offset account and
they built their buffers.

“What we” re seeing in our lending book, and that” s
what (ANZ’ s) results show, it would appear that we hit
peak stress in that sort of June, July period.

“I think it” s fair to say, that was the tax cuts. Since
then, we haven’ t seen any material or even reasonable
deterioration. Things seem to have now flatlined.”

ANZ is not alone in noting mortgage holders are finding
a way to pay their bills, with Westpac saying similar
during its full-year results announcement on November
4.

The big bank also said the peak of the cost-of-living
crisis might have passed, noting the number of mortgage
holders that need help has fallen over the last quarter.
Inanote to shareholders, it said the majority of customers
were getting used to higher interest rates, as the Reserve
Bank held the cash rate higher for longer.

Westpac forecast the number of customers needing help
if rates were held until 2026 was unlikely to significantly
rise, as on average they were still in front of their
mortgages by 11 months despite cost-of-living pressures.
The bank issued 47,500 hardship packages during the
last investment period, but the vast majority of customers
only needed them for three months.

It also said offset balances had grown by 10 per cent to
$60bn, saying the bulk of customers are getting further
ahead.

According to the big four bank, even if rate cuts are slow,

“the majority of customers are used to these higher
levels of interest rates”

Westpac did caveat that this forecast was based on
unemployment remaining low, saying higher rates would
likely weaken the economy over impacting customers
paying off their mortgage.

Despite highlighting a resilient customer, ANZ noted
pressure from intense competition in the mortgage
industry.

ANZ said its statutory profit after tax was down 8 per
cent on last year, while its cash profits fell 9 per cent,
excluding a $196m one-off payment for Suncorp Bank.

“Competition in the sector has continued to be intense,
particularly in home lending and deposits. Despite
competition and inflation impacting profits, we reported
our second strongest revenue performance ever and
a full-year cash profit of $6.7bn, helping deliver a total
return of 27 per cent for shareholders,” Mr Elliott said.
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Queenslands shadow cabinet announced, Olympics blowout
and stadium stoush continue — this week in politics

Queensland may have a new
state government but the
same issues surrounding a
centrepiece stadium for the
2032 Brisbane Olympic and
Paralympic Games persist.
Premier David Crisafulli is
just shy of two weeks into
the job and already his
government is facing pressure
from Queensland Cricket to
consider a new stadium as
part of its 100 day review.
The LNP has committed to
setting up an Independent
Infrastructure Coordination
Authority to  review all
major and minor venues and
transport needs for the 2032
Brisbane Games.

Mr Crisafulli has consistently
said new stadiums won’t be
in the terms of reference but a
redevelopment of the Gabba
will be considered.

However, Queensland
Cricket CEO Terry Svensen
came out swinging, revealing
he’d written to the premier
urging him to revisit the $3.4
billion proposal to build an
oval stadium at Victoria Park.
"We’re hopeful that common

sense will prevail,” he said on
Friday.
Mr Svensen said both

Queensland Cricket and the
Lions AFL club were aligned
in their plea, citing that the
Gabba will be "out of date"
by 2030. But Deputy Premier
Jarrod Bleijie again ruled out
looking at new stadiums or
the Victoria Park proposal in
light of calls from the sporting

codes.

Once established the
new independent body is
expected to have quite a task
on its hands, with the cost of
the minor venues for the 2032
Games also to be reviewed.
Earlier thisweek, the Crisafulli
government revealed there
had been a cost blow out
for three smaller Olympic
venues.

The bill for the new Chandler
Indoor Sports Centre, the
Sunshine  Coast  Indoor
Sports Centre and to upgrade
the Sunshine Coast outdoor
stadium is more than $180
million  above  original
estimates.

Cost savings will be looked
at and scopes may have
to be revised to fit within
the $7.1 billion funding
agreement struck between
the Queensland and federal
governments for the Games.
If the smaller venues are
revised, the Crisafulli
government  may face
backlash from local mayors.
Sunshine ~ Coast ~ Mayor
Rosanna Natoli made it
clear she was unhappy at the
prospect of venues being

scaled back.

"Itis incredibly disappointing
that we will be held up again
fora 100 day review," she said
on Thursday.

"Our community has been
promised these facilities
These projects have been
validated, they have been
designed, they are ready to
go."

While unveiling his new
shadow cabinet, Opposition
Leader Steven Miles was
pressed why Labor didn’t
reveal the cost escalations
for the three minor venues
before the state election in
October.

He said the tenders for the
minor venues were being
handled by an independent
games authority and closed
during caretaker mode.

Mr Miles said the LNP would
have to get used to price
increases for infrastructure
projects.

"This is how tender
processes work, you have
cost estimates, you go to
market, the market comes
back with market pricing,"
he said on Friday.

"This is the great con of

David Crisafulli’s promise,
he promised there would
never be another cost
increase, that ministers
would be held to account for
the original budgeted figures.
"Now it’s up to that team to
explain how they’re going
to hold those projects to the
original budgeted figures."
Two weeks after Labor’s
bruising state election loss,
Mr Miles has revealed more
detail about his opposition
frontbench.

Among the appointments,
Shannon Fentiman will be
the party’s shadow treasurer
while  Meaghan  Scanlon
will take on the attorney-
general and housing shadow
portfolios.

Mark Bailey — who quit
cabinet as transport minister
ahead of a reshuffle last year
— will be Labor’s health
spokesman.

Mr Bailey came under
pressure in his previous role
for notbeing clear about cost
increases for a train building
program.

Former police minister
Mark Ryan missed out on
a spot on the frontbench,
while the former energy
minister Mick de Brenni
has been made manager of
opposition business. Four
new faces — Tom Smith,
Linus Power,

Corrine McMillan and Joan
Pease — have been elevated
and have received shadow
portfolios.

China and Qatar beat Australia
for position on international policing body

A high-powered bid to get a senior Australian Federal Police
(AFP) officer appointed to the governing body of global law
enforcement organisation Interpol has failed after candidates
from China and Qatar were elected instead.

AFP Commissioner Reece Kershaw this week skipped a long-
scheduled appearance before Senate Estimates to personally lead
the effort to have Assistant Commissioner David McLean join
Interpol’s Executive Committee at its annual meeting in Glasgow.
At Interpol’s General Assembly, Australia was seeking one of two
vacant Asian delegate positions on the 13-member committee
that is responsible for the oversight and strategic priorities of the
international policing organisation.

Interpol manages numerous databases containing sensitive
information, including biometrics records, and operates an
international "red notice" system where countries list individuals
who have fled before being arrested.

Following his unsuccesstul bid for a three-year term on the Interpol
committee, Assistant Commissioner McLean congratulated the
successful candidates from China and Qatar and welcomed the
"important contribution” they would make.

"The AFP has displayed an ongoing commitment to Interpol,
its mission and values over the past 45 years, and this will only
continue as we work with partner agencies from 196 Interpol
member nations to contribute to the ongoing safety of our global
community”.

"The increasingly borderless nature of criminal activity in the
modern world and how it is enabled by constantly-evolving
technology remain two of the greatest challenges for law
enforcement globally.

"Interpol is a key part of how the AFP and its partners can combat
these challenges and ensure safer communities for Australians,
and the world at large," Assistant Commissioner McLean said.

il o

The ABC has been told the AFP Commissioner Reece Kershaw
travelled to Glasgow this week with his Chief of Staft and Close
Personal Protection officers for an official business trip, which also
included visits to London and Paris.

On Tuesday night, Greens Senator David Shoebridge, a long-
standing critic of the AFP’s leadership, highlighted Commissioner
Kershaw’s absence from Senate Estimates, after also missing
another scheduled appearance this year while visiting China.
"Those watching budget estimates at home will note that in the
Australian Federal Police session Commissioner Reece Kershaw is
not present," Senator Shoebridge wrote on social media.

"He once again had other commitments and chose to attend these
instead of coming here tonight."

In 2021, a group of Australian politicians joined a global fight
to stop a top Chinese law enforcement official joining Interpol’s
governing body, over fears it could endanger Beijing’s critics.
Australia’s last appointment to the Interpol executive committee
was AFP Assistant Commissioner Andy Hughes from -2000
2002 and this year candidates from India, Iran, South Korea, and
Vietnam also missed out on Asian delegate positions.

The WA Liberal and National alliance is in a
stoush over gun laws. Where does it leave
them just four months out from an election?

»5}/ W&tate Joofz'tz'caf reporter ggz'annon dliine

With two weeks left of one of the most lopsided parliaments
in Western Australias history, the wheels appear to be
falling off the opposition alliance.

Infighting between the unhappily married WA Liberal and
Nationals parties is nothing new.

But as shots were fired over gun laws this week, some
opposition MPs were scratching and shaking their heads,
wondering why they were pointing fingers at each other,
rather than at Labor.

Whats the issue?

It all centres around the state Labor governments firearm
laws, which make it harder to get licences, including by
requiring stronger evidence of why guns are needed.

The Nationals have always outright opposed the laws, while
Liberal MPs have been more split, with some voting in
favour, others opposed, and some abstaining from a vote.
The Liberal party.s inconsistent voting could be explained
by the fact some MPs represent rural parts of the state while
others represent the inner city.

The party would also be cognisant of the fact that the
horrific Floreat shootings earlier this year happened in
Churchlands — their most sought-after seat at next yeans
election.

Meanwhile, it is hardly surprising that the Nationals
vehemently opposed the laws given their base is largely
made up of farmers, and people who grew up on or around
farms.

Running into Labors trap

Last week Opposition Leader Shane Love reportedly told
attendees at a firearms and fisheries information session
in Bunbury that the Nationals would not form a coalition
government with the WA Liberals if the parties couldn:t
agree on repealing Labors firearms laws.

That prompted Liberal leader Libby Mettam to hold a press
conference this week in which she declared her party would
not be «horse trading, or «doing deals» with the Nationals
ahead of the election.

She condemned the Nationals for taking «the wrong
approach», and then urged them «to rule out forming
government with Labor».

The remarks prompted a swift rebuke from Mr Love —
who Ms Mettam has near daily meetings with.

«The idea that the Nationals WA would form government
with the Labor Party is, quite frankly, bizarre,» he said.
MPs within both National and Liberal party ranks also
found it frustrating that the two parties were running straight
into a Labor trap that played out exactly as expected.
Labor, entirely predictably, launched on the opportunity
to taunt the opposition over their bickering throughout
Question Time.

Minister Paul Papalia gleefully told journalists that the only
disappointing thing about Ms Mettams o deals press
conference was that so few people would have seen it due
to the fact the US election was on.

Are the Libs and Nats headed for divorce?

So where does this all leave the opposition alliance just four
months out from the state election? Nowhere new, really.
They will continue to tolerate each other for the rest of the
parliamentary year, before the gloves come fully off as both
parties seek to win seats off each other in March.

In the event the two parties were in a position to form a
coalition government, they would likely have to negotiate
deals — as has happened in the past.

Their chances of pulling off that kind of political comeback,
after being reduced to just six seats between them in 2021,
remain slim.

But keeping their infighting out of the spotlight and
pointing any accusatory fingers at Labor, rather than each
other, will help.
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Fake promises: Albanese Labor government cuts

By Sam Nan

I read a story on the Ministry of Education
website that says:

The Albanian Labor government is working to
cut student loan debt by another %20.

This will wipe out about $16 billion in student
debt for about three million Australians.
Australia Today has learned that by June 1 next
year, the government will cut %20 of all student
loans to reduce the debt burden on Australians
with student loans.

This will wipe out about $16 billion in debt,
including all income-based student loan
accounts, vocational education loans, Australian
apprenticeship supportloans and other income-
based student loan accounts that exist on June 1
next year.

For someone with an average loan debt of
$27,600, this will wipe out $5,520 of their
outstanding loans next year.

This will provide significant relief to Australian
students and workers with student loan debt and
builds on our reforms to the indexation formula,
which are reducing around $3 billion in student
debt.

In total, this means that a Labor Government
will reduce around $20 billion in student loan
debt for more than three million Australians.
This builds on the Government’s announcement
that from 1 July next year, it will reduce the
amount Australians with student debt have to
repay each year and raise the threshold for when
people need to start repaying.

These reforms also build on the Government’s
larger higher education reforms, including:
Providing 500,000 free places in TIF and
doubling the number of university study centres
Introducinglegislation to create Commonwealth
payments and expand free university-ready
courses

Committing to a new funding model for
managed growth and needs for universities, and
establishing the Australian Higher Education
Commission.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said: "I will
always tight for every young Australian to have
access to a good education.

My government will ensure our education
system is fairer and more atfordable for every
Australian.

And we will not delay in repairing the damage
done by the previous Coalition government.
"We are already working to reform indexation
and today, we will go further by offering a 20 per
cent discount on student debt — for everyone
with student debt.

"This will help everyone with student debt now,
while we work hard to deliver a better deal for

student loan debt
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every student in the years to come.

"No matter where you live or how much your
parents earn, my government will work to ensure
that the doors of opportunity are open for you."
"This is a game-changer for more than three
million Australians with student loans,"
Education Minister Jason Clare said.

By June 1 next year, we will wipe out another $16
billion from all Australians with student debt.
This includes Australians who went to university
and vocational education.

This builds on the changes we have made to
make indexation fairer.

This means we will wipe out nearly $20 billion of
student debt.

“This is another important reform that will help
us build a better and fairer education system."
Social Services Minister Amanda Rishworth
said:

This is great news for Australians with student
debt.

The Albanian Government will reduce their
debt alongside the changes we have made to
make indexation fairer.

We want all Australians to have the opportunity
to access higher education, and our changes
make the system fairer and more atfordable."
Finally, Andrew Giles said: "This will provide a
very welcome relief to the cost of living for more
than three million Australians with student loans
and is an example of Labor’s great tradition of
making education more accessible.

This support applies to all government student
loans including apprenticeships, so whether you
are an apprentice, a tradesperson, a carer or a
nurse, it you are repaying a student loan, you will
receive this cost of living relief.”

Editor's Opinion
Every political, economic or business decision
has its pros and cons, so let’s examine the pros
and cons to find out whether this is true or not:

Pros:

Easing the financial burden:
About three million Australians will be able to

another %20

benefit from reducing their debts, which will
provide significant relief from the financial
pressures caused by education loans.

Increasing purchasing power:

Debt reduction will allow individuals to allocate
more of their money to other life needs, which
may stimulate the local economy and increase
consumer spending.

Enhancing educational opportunities:

The new policies will encourage future students
to enroll in higher education without fear of
accumulating large debts, which will contribute
to building a more skilled and educated
workforce.

Reducing social disparities:

By improving access to education more
equitably, this step will contribute to narrowing
the gap between economic classes and achieving
greater equality in access to higher education.
Improving mental health:

The psychological and financial stress resulting
from the burden ot debt will decrease, which will
help individuals focus more on their personal
and professional lives without feeling constant

financial constraints.

Supporting career growth:

By providing free TAFE places and expanding
university study centres, the government
can provide more opportunities for skills
development and training, which will boost
employment and career progression.

Cons:

High cost to the government:

Cancelling a large portion of student debt
would be a significant financial burden on the
government and could increase the budget
deficit.

This could require additional funding in other
ways, such as increasing taxes or reducing
government spending in other areas.

Risks to the education system:

Providing low-cost education could put
significant pressure on the education system.



