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Labor's fundraising dominance continues

WA Labor

Liberal Party Western Australia

The Nationals

- $107,681.82

The Greens
I $43,26111

Source:WA Electoral Commission / Get the data

Labor's fundraising is helped significantly by the unions

and its own MPs

M Giit [l Indirect [l Compulsory Party Levy [l Affiliate Fee

100%

WA Labor Liberal Party
Total Western
51,306.37783 Australia
Total:
$805.091.75
Source: WA Electoral Commission / Get the data

100%

The Nationals The Greens
Total: Total:
5107.681.82 $43,26111

Labor and the Liberals have been directly gifted nearly the

same amount of money

W WALabor |l Liberal Party Western Australia [l The Nationals |ll The Greens

Liberal Party Western Australia

I .

WA Labor

The Nationals

I <07 ce:

The Greens

B s37047

Source: WA Electoral Commission / Get the data
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Nana Graphic design

Ph: 0411305131

nagham_love_5@yahoo.com
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CincottaChemist

Famous for value, famous for care.

Liverpool

¥ Start Saving Today'

LN ONLINE

Earn 1 Point for every $ you spend. For every 167

points you'll eam a $5 reward off future purchases. SIGN UP TODAY -

Specialised Services
Simple and streamlined methods of providing specialised medication for Fertility
Clinics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surgeries and more. Save & Deliver Pharmacy
IS equipped with the equipment to cold store medications, deliver regular order
prescriptions and compound medications for doctors and patients.
Many of these services are provided at no extra cost to your clinic and at
discounted and affordable prices. We personalise our services to meet your
iIndividual clinic’s and patients requirements to maintain customer satisfaction.

piscount piscount piscount
CincottaChemist CincottaChemist j CincottaChemist
Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care. Famous for value, famous for care.
279 Macquarie St 884 Anzac Parade 1/7 Munmorah Cct

Liverpool NSW 2170 Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529
T. (02) 9821 1942 T. (02) 9349 1602 T. (02) 4296 5548
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AMEEN COMPUTER

Looking for laptops
and desktops? Weve
got you covered!

Whether you are
buying, selling, or need
repairs, we are your
go-to destination.
Explore our range of
new and used devices,
hardware, and software
solutions.

Trust us for quality products and expert service.
Call us Today and get aspecial price..

Ph: 0449 146 961

n m ¢ Mix Trading online

The best Online Shopping in Australia

Mix Trading online Offers the best price and
fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365
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Israel Can No Longer Wait:

Erfan Fard

In the wake of Iran’s latest missile attack on Israel—the
second such strike in six months—Israeli leaders face a
critical decision.

The time for waiting has passed; Israel must now take decisive
action to neutralize the threat posed by the Islamic Republic.
Once a skeptic of military intervention, I now find myself
supporting such action, but not against the Iranian people—
who are themselves victims of the regime—but against the
oppressive leadership that has brought the region to the
brink of disaster.

1. A New Attack Demands a New Response

Iran’s recent missile barrage marks an escalation that Israel
can no longer afford to tolerate.

This is not an isolated incident but the latest in a series of
provocations that threaten Israel’s security and regional
stability.

Israel’s policy of measured restraint must now give way to
torcetul action to prevent further aggression and ensure that
[ran cannot continue its campaign of destabilization.

2. The Time for Action is Now

Israel has reached a critical juncture.

Prolonging inaction invites further attacks and undermines
Israel’s security doctrine of deterrence.

[ran’s missile strikes serve as a clear warning: the longer Israel
waits, the more emboldened Tehran becomes.

Decisive military action is no longer just an option—it is an
imperative.

3. Targeting the Regime, Not the People

The Iranian people are not Israel’s enemy.

They are the victims of a brutal regime that has hijacked their
country.

Any military action must be carefully calibrated to target
the Islamic Republic’s power structures—its military bases,
missile batteries, naval vessels, and oil terminals—while
sparing the civilian population as much as possible. Israel’s
tight is not with the people of Iran, but with the regime that
oppresses them.

4. Striking at the Leadership

To truly neutralize the threat, Israel and its allies must strike
at the heart of the regime.

This means targeting the leadership of the Islamic Republic,
including Ali Khamenei and the generals of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).

By eliminating these figures, Israel can disrupt the regime’s
command structure and give the Iranian people a chance to
reclaim their country from the forces that have held them
captive for decades.

5. A Strategy to Topple the Regime

Israel’s military action should aim to dismantle the regime’s
military and economic infrastructure while crippling its
ability to wage war.

This is not about occupation—neither Israel nor the US
should deploy ground troops in Iran.

The goal is to destroy the Islamic Republic’s core institutions,
allowing the Iranian people to rise up and establish a new
government free from the tyranny of the current regime.
"L.R. should only be toppled by Iranian people and not the
foreign powers.

The future Iranian government should be installed by the
people.

Striking Iran

'S Regime

We do not want it to be accused of being a foreign puppet.
So, the Iranian people must take advantage of Kamenei’s

miscalculation and topple the regime themselves."

6. A Marshall Plan for a Free [ran

In the aftermath of the regime’s fall, the international
community, led by the United States, should step in to help
rebuild Iran.

A modern-day Marshall Plan, designed to support the
Iranian people in rebuilding their economy and democratic
institutions, would ensure that the country does not fall into
chaos after the regime’s collapse.

This would also demonstrate to the Iranian people and the
world that Israel’s actions were not intended to destroy their
nation, but to give it a chance at a new beginning.

7. No Boots on the Ground

This is not a call for invasion or occupation.

Israel and the U.S. must avoid the mistakes of the past,
particularly the long and costly wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The Iranian people are capable of rebuilding their own
country once the Islamic Republic has been removed from
power.

Israel’s role, supported by its allies, should be to clear the
way for that possibility through targeted military strikes, not
through an extended ground presence.

8. A Legacy of Freedom

President Biden now stands at a crossroads.

He can choose to continue a policy of appeasement toward
Iran, maintaining the status quo while the regime tightens its
grip on power.

Or he can seize this moment to support the cause of freedom
in Iran by helping to remove one of the world’s most
oppressive regimes.

Such a legacy would resonate not only with the Iranian
people but across the globe, signaling a renewed American
commitment to democracy and human rights.

9. Cut Off the Head, and the Tentacles Will Wither
The Islamic Republic is like an octopus, with its head in
Tehran and its tentacles stretching across the Middle East
through proxies like Hezbollah and Hamas.

The best way to neutralize these forces is to strike at the
head—destroy the regime, and its tentacles will lose their
strength.

Without the Islamic Republic, Hezbollah, Hamas, and other
Iranian-backed groups will struggle to survive, let alone
threaten Israel or regional stability.

A Strategy for Liberation, Not Occupation

The current regime in Iran poses an existential threat not
only to Israel but to the Tranian people themselves.

Israel’s military action must be part of a broader strategy
aimed at liberating Iran from its rulers, not occupying the
country or subjugating its population.

By targeting the regime’s military and political leadership,
Israel can pave the way for a new, democratic Iran—one that
can rejoin the global community and build a future free from
tyranny.

This is a critical moment in history.

Israel must act decisively, not just to protect its own security
but to help bring freedom to the Iranian people. The world
is watching, and history will judge how this crisis is resolved.
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~1 domt want to see anymore Heroes...,
I Only want to see my Child Grows...!

~T Careless who wins & who loses the Fight.. .,

I care Only for my Child to Play, Study, &
Read & Write...!

~1 domwt need to know who has more powerful
Arms. .

I Only need to hug my Child safely in my

~1 care not whose bombs their target did Pick...,

I Only wish my Child to drink from my
aching breast, the Undrank Milk.. !

~1 domt want to hear whose warplanes & gears are
stronger & Better...,

I Only want to listen to my Child as he
rings his Laughter...!

~1 domt want to watch the news of who does rally
& who does Protest. ..

I Only want to feel my Child resting his
head upon my Chest...!

~1I Care less of whose power (force, & profit from
the War do Increase.. .,

I Only care for my Child together with
All Children to

LIVE IN PEACE...!!!
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Are you ready to elevate your brand to new haights? Infroducing NANA Deasign
Co., your one-stop destination for all your craative needs!

Neead eye-catching banners that capture ottention and leave a lasting impres-
sion? Wewe got you covered!

Looking for business cards that exude professionalism and leave a lasting impres-
sion% NANA Design Co. delivers stunning designs tailored to your unique style,
want to create a maogazine that not only captivates your audience but also re-
flects your brandss identity? Look no further! NANA Design Co. specializes in croft-
ing stunning magaozne layouts that tum heads.

Seeking a vibrant and engaging Flash player design that keeps your website visi-
tors hooked? Our team of experts will create an immensive digital experience that
sets your brand apart,

Have a special moment you want to preserve? Our Draw photo service will trans-
form your memeries into stunning hand-drawn artwork, capturing the essence of
those precious moments.

Here at NANA Design Co.. we pride ourselves on delivering exceptional designs
that leave a losting impact. Wesre passionate about bringing your ideas to life.
creating designs that are not only visually stunning but also strategically crofted fo
help your business succeed.

So. what are you walting for? Contact us today and let NANA Design Co. trans-
form your brand:s image. Wewe ready to take your business to new heightsl

Call now on

0499 910 365

admin@nanadesignaustralia.com
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Melbourne parking

inspectors under fire

after innocent drivers fined

Melbourne  drivers are
being hit with parking fines
despite not doing anything
wrong.

9News has spoken to
multiple people who have
been able to decisively
prove they are innocent,
raising questions about the
legitimacy of infringement
notices and the motivations
of parking inspectors.
Emma Hodgkinson from
Essendon was fined for
supposedly overstaying in a
two-hour zone.

"] was turious, it’s just not
OK" she told 9News.
Hodgkinson is  angry
because she had only left
her house 40 minutes
before the time stamp on
the fine.

Fortunately,  she  had
CCTV from her home to

back that up.
"When I saw the timecode

on the footage and I
compared it to the time on
the ticket I realised I hadn’t
done anything wrong and it
was their mistake," she said.
Many other drivers have
had similar experiences.

Earlier this month in
Richmond, a man received
a99$ penalty despite having
close to an hour remaining

on his Pay Stay app.

Another driver was fined
by Stonnington Council
for parking longer than two
hours even though he’'d
only been there for about
20 minutes.

In most of these examples,
including Hodgkinson’s,
many other cars in the area
had also been fined.

T was able to prove I was
innocent but how are [the
other drivers] going to be
able to prove that?" she

said.

Dean  Hurlston  from
Council Watch says the
reason innocent drivers

are being fined is because
council parking inspectors
have to hit quotas.

"We know the job of

a  parking inspector
is well paid for good
reason,""They  definitely
have quotas. Councils

need money, they’re cash
strapped. This is a way to
gouge and raise revenue."
The onus is always on
the driver to prove their
innocence and it’s not
often appeals are granted.
If you've been unfairly
fined, it's important to
collect as much evidence
as possible from the time
of the penalty, including
photos and screenshots.

Police probe presence of terrorist flags
at protests in Sydney and Melbourne
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Police are probing possible
crimes related to the presence
of terrorist flags at pro-
Palestine rallies in Melbourne
and Sydney at the weekend.

The  Australian  Federal
Police confirmed it would
investigate  after ~ Victoria

Police said six "prohibited
flags" representing Hezbollah
were seen being carried by a
small group, who were not
affiliated with organisers of the
-600person demonstration.
NSW Police later confirmed
officers seized "two flags
displaying a terrorist
organisation symbol"
from Sunday’s rally in the
Sydney CBD and said it was
investigating "a number of
further instances of a terrorist
symbol being displayed".
"People have to know that
they are carrying a symbol
that is prohibited," NSW
Assistant Commissioner for
Central Metropolitan Region
Peter McKenna said.
"Generally speaking, we give
them the opportunity to
remove that symbol, and if
they don’t, and they continue
presenting that symbol in a
public place, then they may
have committed that offence.”
As political reaction ramped
up throughout the day, Home
Affairs Minister Tony Burke
called on Victorian and NSW
authorities to check the visa
status of any protesters alleged
to have glorified Hezbollah
leader Hassan Nasrallah, who
was killed by an Israeli air
strike on Friday.

"I won’t hesitate to cancel the
visas of visitors to our country
who are spreading hate," he
said late on Monday.

The marches were among
several organised across the
country as part of a day of
action for Gaza, as Israel’s
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offensive on the strip creeps
into Lebanon.

It's understood pictures of
the terrorist organisation’s
slain leader Nasrallah were
seen being carried by some
attendees.

Hezbollah is  considered
a terrorist organisation by
Australia, the US, the UK and
the EU.

In a statement earlier today,
the AFP said displaying a
prohibited flag in isolation
was not enough to charge an
individual with a terrorism
offence.

Later in the day, federal police
said they would investigate
Victoria Police’s reports that
the protestors potentially
breached counter-terrorism
legislation.

The AFP said it would
approach news outlets for
video footage of the protests
to assist in its investigation.

If charged, the protestors
could face a maximum
penalty of 12 months’
imprisonment.

It’s not suggested any person
pictured at the protests has
committed a crime, given
the unknown context of their
attendance.

Australian counter-terrorism
laws state that publicly
displaying a  prohibited
symbol  is  considered
an offence in  certain

circumstances,
when the conduct incites
others to offend or intimidate
a person or use force or
violence against a person or
group based upon their race,
religion or nationality.

including

Police officers can direct
a person to remove a
prohibited  symbol  from

public display, but they do
not have the power to remove
the  prohibited ~ symbol
themselves.

No arrests were made
during  the  Melbourne
demonstration, according to
Victoria Police.

"Victoria Police supports the
right to protest peacefully
and had a visible presence at
the protest to ensure public
safety," a Victoria Police
spokesperson said.
"Appropriate referrals will be
made to Australian Federal
Police as the lead agency

concerning prohibited
symbols."
Prime Minister ~Anthony

Albanese described the scenes
at the weekend as "worrying".
"We do not want people to
bring radical ideologies and
contlict here," he said.

"Our multiculturalism and
social cohesion cannot be
taken for granted, and it’s
important that we continue to
stress that that is the case as we
go forward as well."

"Our multiculturalism and
social cohesion cannot be
taken for granted, and it’s
important that we continue to
stress that that is the case as we
go forward as well."

Victorian Premier Jacinta
Allan condemned the actions
of the flag holders and said
it was her expectation that
Victoria Police and the
AFP would pursue those

responsible.

"There is absolutely no
place for hate on our
streets,  antisemitism  on

our streets and no place for
these prescribed  terrorist
organisations,” Allan said.
"They should be held to
account notjust for displaying
a prohibited symbol but for
the grief, pain and anguish
that is causing far too many in
our community.”

Allan said the government
was working to strengthen
anti-vilification powers in the
state.

Shadow  foreign affairs
spokesman Simon
Birmingham  urged  the

government to come down
hard on those involved in
promoting Hezbollah.

"These are despicable and
reprehensible acts to see
people celebrating the life
of a terrorist and promoting

the wvalues of a terrorist
organisation,”  Birmingham
said.

"[Police] investigations

should be leading to criminal
charges, using the laws that
have been put in place to
ban terrorist propaganda and
symbols and slogans ... as well
as seeing visas cancelled.

"The governmentneedsto not
just show words in relation to
this, but demonstrate actions
and do so swiftly."

Livestream captures exciting arrival
of peregrine falcon chicks on
Melbourne rooftop

Birdwatchers are eagerly awaiting the arrival of a third peregrine
falcon chick after two eggs hatched on top of a Melbourne
skyscraper this morning.

A webcam captured two small white chicks nestled with their
mother atop the building at 367 Collins Street, where they have
been known to nest since 1991.

The birds of prey became a viral sensation during the COVID19-
pandemic, when a livestream was set up for fans to follow.

The -24hour livestream was again set up after the eggs appeared
on the Collins Street rooftop last month.

One remaining egg is expected to hatch on the 26th floor rooftop
in the next 24 hours.

A Facebook group titled 367 Collins Falcon Watchers has a
member base of 50,000 avid watchers who regularly tune in to
see the pair of falcons in their nesting site.

After peregrine falcon chicks hatch, both the mother and father
leave the nest to gather food for them to eat.

The young will fledge, or fly, about six weeks after they hatch and
remain dependent on their parents for up to two months, before
they leave their nest.

Chinese woman drowns after group
swept off rocks on Morningtpn Peninsula

“J =R

A Chinese national has died after she was swept off rocks on
Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula.

Emergency services were called to the bottom of Cape Schanck
boardwalk where crews winched the body of a -53year-old
woman from the water about just after midday.

It's understood a group of three people were swept oft rocks
in the area’s vicinity and only two were able to make it back to
shore safely.

A -55year-old man from China and a -24year-old Parkville man
were transported to Rosebud Hospital in a stable condition,
understood to be suffering from shock.

9News understands the group was walking along rocks near
the boardwalk at the Cape Schanck Lighthouse when they were
swept off the shore by a wave.

The stretch of Victorian coastline is notoriously dangerous and
has been the site of several tragic deaths in the last decade.

In February this year a crashing wave swept a group onto the
rocks at Cape Schanck, injuring eight people.

In -45 , 202lyear-old Aida Hamed drowned at nearby
Bushrangers Bay, when she and a group of others, including
family members, were washed off the rocks into the water.

A -64year-old diver drowned when he got into trouble in the
same waters on Christmas day in 2018.

Thatincident wasless than a year after a man was flown to hospital
in a critical condition after he and six others were washed off the
rocks.

Lifesaving Victoria’s Liam O’Callaghan encouraged visitors to
the area to take care around unpatrolled beaches such as Cape
Schanck.

"When you're along boardwalks you've got to be careful and
watch your footing," O’Callaghan said.

"We really encourage people to consider the safest place for
people to swim - pool or patrolled locations - make sure you
know your limitations,” O’Callaghan said.
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Prime minister urges organisers to cancel Melbourne
pro-Palestine rally as police hunt vmlent protestors

Police efforts to apprehend violent anti-war protestors have
not deterred pro-Palestine advocates, who plan to bring
their biggest ever crowd of demonstrators to Melbourne’s
CBD this weekend.

Police today released new images of nine people as they
continue to investigate violence at anti-war protests in
Melbourne last month.

Several people attending the Land Forces Expo, held in the
city’s convention and exhibition centre, were assaulted, along
with 27 police officers who required medical treatment.
Police say rocks, projectiles, liquid that smelt strongly of
vomit, horse manure, eggs and liquid irritants were hurled at
officers and expo attendees.

A mounted officer had a full can of drink thrown at her head,
while 12 horses were exposed to various sprays.

Today detectives released photos of eight men and a woman
in the hope they can help with their enquiries.

Police are also hoping to identify another man after a council
bin was set alight on Spencer Street.

An image of a man wearing a blue T-shirt has been released.
To date, 89 people have been charged or fined over the
violent protests on Wednesday, September 11.

Further arrests are expected.

It comes as pro-Palestine demonstrators plan to forge ahead
with a march on Sunday to mark the first anniversary of the
Israel-Hamas war.

It is expected to be the biggest demonstration Students For
Palestine has held.

"It’s important that people continue to show up and stand
up for Palestine, because so long as our governments
support Israel militarily and economically, we will continue
to see Israel feel confident to go after innocent civilian lives,"
Students For Palestine’s Bella Beiraghi said.

"Where does it end. That’s my question. What will it take to
actually get a military embargo on Israel?"

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese called for calm and for
Victorians not to attend Sunday’s rally, which is expected to
begin at the State Library of Victoria at midday.

"[Tt is a] less than appropriate commemoration of the
atrocity that occurred on October 7," Albanese said.

Police say they will have a heavy presence at the event and
any unlawful behaviour will not be tolerated.

Victoria’s opposition is calling for police to be given
heightened powers to deal with the crowds.

"My call today would be for the Victoria Police, through
the government, to bring special powers in like they did for
Land Forces, to ensure we don’t have the same events that
have happened before," opposition spokesperson David
Southwick said.

The opposition also says demonstrators should have protest
permits like they do in other states, including NSW, where
police have applied to the Supreme Court to block two pro-
Palestine protests planned for Sydney this weekend.
Current protest laws prevent Victorian authorities from

Tribunal sets NSW council peg rates for
26-2025 financial year

The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal
(IPART) has capped NSW rate rises at 5.1 per cent for the
26-2025 financial year.

Rate pegs limit the maximum amount that councils can lift
their general income for the year and do not apply directly
to individual ratepayers.

Each of the state’s 128 councils will receive a separate peg
rate ranging between 3.6 per cent to 5.1 per cent.

IPART chair Carmel Donnelly said the rate pegs limit allows
councils to cover the increased costs of providing services.
"The Tribunal understands that the community has been
facing significant cost-of-living pressures and we have taken
this into account in our decision making," Donnelly said.
"We continue to make some adjustments to the rate peg
over several years to limit the impact on ratepayers.

"We encourage anyone that is having difficulty paying
their rates bill to get in touch with their council to access
pensioner concessions and other hardship support."
Donnelly said councils can decide not to implement the
increase, or to delay it.

"Ultimately, elected councillors decide whether to increase
rates and by how much," she said.

IPART’s rate pegs methodology was tied to population

growth in 72 of the state’s 128 councils.

"The population factor allows councils in growth areas to
collect the additional rates revenue required to provide
services to a growing population, from a larger number of
ratepayers,” Donnelly said.

"We also made a special adjustment to the population
factor for 13 councils to ensure that ratepayers do not pay
more than they should.

"This was for councils with recent population growth, but
where we found this to be the population returning to 2019
levels after falling during the COVID19- pandemic.”

Residents warned to prepare for warm
summer as bushfire season starts

Bushfire season kicks off tomorrow, and residents in
New South Wales are being warned to prepare for a
long, warm summer.

Already since July 1, firefighters across the state have
responded to more than 1600 bushfires and grass fires.
Hazard reduction burns have already taken place
around Sydney, with 100 extra crew members put on
by the state government as they continue to reduce fuel
loads.

Residents are encouraged to take steps themselves to
reduce fire risk, including by trimming overhanging
trees and shrubs, mowing grass, cleaning the gutters,
and preparing a sturdy hose that can reach around their
homes.

People are also urged to remove burnable material from
around their residents - everything from mulch, to
wood piles, to door mats.

The bushfire season runs from October 1 to March 31
next year.

"Consecutive years of wet weather have fuelled growth of
vegetation like grasslands, particularly west of the Great
Dividing Range," Rural Fire Service Commissioner Rob
Rogers said.

"Grass fires can be especially dangerous because they
start quickly and spread rapidly, destroying homes and
stock.

"There can never be a fire truck outside every home, so
people need to have a plan in place if threatened by fire.
Make sure your whole family knows whether you will
stay and defend your home or will leave early - and if so,
where you will go."

Bush Fire Survival Plans and information on preparing
your property and family are available on the RFS
website.

First plane touches down, takes
off from Western Sydney Airport

A plane has landed at the new Western Sydney Airport
for the first time, making history at the Badgery’s
Creek airstrip.

The Piper PA30 landed and took off from the 3.7km
newly-minted runway this afternoon as excited locals
and aviation enthusiasts watched on.

It comes as the installation of 3000 ground lights is
complete.

"Thisis to test the 3000 acronautical lights to make sure
they’re visible from the sky and across the runway,"
Western Sydney Airport CEO Simon Hockey said.
"This is the culmination of thousands of hours of work
of literally moving mountains to create this runway."
Onlookers joined in on the excitement.

Spiritual blessings
scam targeting
elderly, police warn

A "spiritual scam" is targeting elderly women with Asian-
ethnic backgrounds in NSW, police have warned.

The scammers generally target older Chinese women by
exploiting cultural fears and convincing them that their
families are at risk of drawing in spirits, or at risk of great
danger.

They then allegedly convince them to exchange luxury
items or money for blessed items that would keep the
spirits and/or danger away.

Two reports have been filed to police in relation to the
scam.

In one alleged instance, a -76year-old woman was
approached on Evaline Street in Campsie by a -49year-
old woman at 8.30am on September 25.

The woman allegedly told the -76year-old that her
daughter will be seriously injured and her wealth must be
blessed to prevent the injury.

The woman returned home with three women - the
alleged scammers - and exchanged an amount of cash
and jewellery for a bag of rice and water, which were
referred to as "blessed” by the women.

In an earlier alleged incident, a -71year-old woman was
approached on John Street in Cabramatta on May 8.
Two other women joined the conversation, and allegedly
told the -7lyear-old that her son would have a car
accident in three days.

The -7lyear-old woman then exchanged cash and
jewelleries for a plastic bag, whcih they called "magic."
The women are described as being Asian in appearance,
in their 40s and about 150cm160-cm tall.

The public is urged to not provide any personal details to
these women if they are approached, and to contact their
nearest police station immediately.
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International Monetary Fund says extra rate
hikes “warranted” if inflation persists

More interest rate hikes "would be warranted" and government
spending should be reined in if inflation in Australia remains too
high, the International Monetary Fund says.

The IMF on Thursday backed the Reserve Bank’s decision
to keep the official cash rate at a -13year high of 4.35 per cent,
despite pressure to cut it.

In an annual review of Australia’s economic settings, the
United Nations agency said the RBA’s "continued restrictive
monetary policy stance aimed at combating persistent inflation
is appropriate”.

"Should disinflation stall, policies may need to be further tightened
while preserving targeted support to vulnerable households amid
rising living costs," it said.

"Financial sector policies should prioritise preserving stability,
while tackling localised vulnerabilities arising from tightened
financial conditions."

[t added that stubborn underlying inflation, which isn’t set to hit
the target range of 2 to 3 per cent range until late 2025, reaffirmed
the “importance of a tight monetary stance until the inflation
outlook sustainably aligns with the target range".

The financial agency also took aim at state and federal government
spending on cost-of-living measures and infrastructure, saying
they had "proven more expansionary than expected".

It said lowered spending could "help lower aggregate demand
and support a faster return of inflation to target".

"In particular, infrastructure spending could be carefully
prioritised to avoid aggravating construction capacity constraints,
by focusing on boosting productivity and facilitating the green
transition," it said.

It said the government’s reformed stage three tax cuts, which
began on July 1, could also boost spending, and increase inflation,
however the IMF said it "remains too early to assess" its impact.
While the organisation acknowledged inflation has eased from a
post-pandemic high of 7.8 per cent in late 2022 to 2.7 per cent,
it mirrored comments from RBA governor Michele Bullock that
the drop was "in part to sizeable temporary electricity subsidies,"
and not a sustainable decrease.

"However, underlying price pressures remain elevated, most
notably in non-tradeable sectors like rents, new dwellings, and
insurance, reflecting ongoing demand-supply imbalances," the
review said.

(N Nt
Despite this, it welcomed the Albanese government’s consecutive
budget surplus, noting it was achieved through spending cuts,
while also implementing cost-of-living measures.

In September Ms Bullock said the board wouldn’t move to
lowering interest rates until it was convinced inflation was
definitely on a downward trajectory.

"The board needs to be confident that inflation is moving
sustainably towards the target before any decisions are made
about a reduction in interest rates, so we really need to see
progress on underlying inflation coming back down toward the
target," she said.

Treasurer Jim Chalmers said the IMF had "endorsed the Albanese
government’s responsible economic management,” noting the
fund’s comments on back-to-back surpluses.

"Our approach is all about easing the cost of living and fighting
inflation at the same time as we lay the foundations for a stronger
economy for the future," he said.

"The IMF — just like the RBA governor — has welcomed
our back-to-back surpluses in this report, the first consecutive
surpluses in nearly two decades.”

Shadow treasurer Angus Taylor reissued the Coalition’s attack
on Labor’s increased spending.

"Labor promised life would be easier. Australians know that
life has become much harder over the last two years because of
Labor’s bad policies,” he said.

"Today’s IMF statement confirms what the Coalition has said
since the election — Labor’s big spending means Australian
families are facing higher prices, higher taxes, and higher interest
rates for longer."

ASX edges higher amid growing Middle East conflicts

The Australian sharemarket has finished slightly higher as traders
wait to see how Israel will retaliate against Iran for its missile
barrage. Oil prices continued to climb amid the ongoing Middle
East conflict.

The S&P/ASX 200 edged up 7 points, or 0.1 per cent, to close
at 8205.2, with real estate stocks keeping the index afloat despite
energy and consumer discretionary sector stocks weighing
heavily. Six of the ASX’s 11 sectors finished lower and five ended
higher.

The Australian dollar had dropped to US68.65, from
US € 68.95 at Wednesday’s ASX close.

Real estate climbed 1.7 per cent with gains across the sector.
The best performer on Thursday was Charter Hall Social
Infrastructure, which rose 3.2 per cent, followed by property giant
Dexus (up 3 per cent). Mirvac added 2.8 per cent and Lendlease
advanced 1.7 per cent.

Sigma Pharma’s share price surged 8.1 per cent to 2.06$ for a third
straight session of solid gains, as it continued to work on measures
to ease the regulator’s concerns over its proposed merger with
Chemist Warehouse. The ACCC has pushed back its scheduled
date for a decision on the merger, indicating that progress is being
made.

The big three mining giants gained ground as iron ore changed
hands at an over two-month high of $US108 a tonne following
China’s massive stimulus measures announced last week.

BHP rose 0.7 per cent to 45.37$, Fortescue climbed 0.8 per cent to
19.98$ and Rio Tinto edged 0.1 per cent higher at 126.048.
Energy company New Hope Corporation continues to be the
worst performer (down 5.6 per cent), followed by materials
companies Pilbara Minerals (down 4.8 per cent) and Liontown
Resources (down 4.4 per cent).

Goldminers finished lower as the precious metal fell slightly to
$US2656 an ounce. Evolution dropped 1.3 per cent, Northern
Star slipped 1 per cent and West African Resources retreated 2.6
per cent.

The big four banks were mixed. Westpac shed 1.3 per cent after
selling its auto finance loans to ASX-listed Resimac, a non-bank
lender, for about 1.5$ billion by mid-next year. In a statement to
the market on Thursday morning, Westpac said the sale would
complete the bank’s divestment from auto-finance.

CBA rose 0.3 per cent to 134.61$ after Australia’s biggest bank
announced changes to its executive leadership team, including a
new chief risk officer to replace the incumbent, who is retiring.
NAB edged 0.1 per cent higher at 37§, while ANZ edged 0.1 per
cent lower at 30.088.

IG market analyst Tony Sycamore said the market eased today in
cautious trading as investors waited for updates from the Middle
East after geopolitical tensions ratcheted higher.

"Adding to the cautious tone, traders were unwilling to add to
positions ahead of tomorrow night’s crucial US labour market
update, and with Chinese traders still absent due to the Golden
Week holiday," Sycamore wrote in a note.

The interest rate-sensitive real estate sector was the outperformer of
the day, the big miners gained as iron ore prices traded at 108.55$,
and lithium stocks fell after reports that two US investment banks
were attempting to find a buyer of a large parcel of Pilbara shares
at a 4 per cent discount to yesterday’s closing price of 3.31$, he
added.

Traders were also eyeing the US non-farm payrolls data for
September, which will be released Friday night AEST and could
influence the pace of interest rate cuts in the world’s largest
economy.

Closer to home, Australia’s goods trade surplus came in
virtually unchanged in August at 5.6$ billion, which was close to
economists’ forecasts.

Overnight, the S&P 500 finished flat, a day after sliding from its
record on worries about a possible widening of the fighting in the
Middle East. The Dow Jones edged up by 39 points, or 0.1 per
cent, and the Nasdag composite added 0.1 per cent.

Oil prices rose again as the world awaits Israel’s response to
Tuesday’ s missile attack from Iran, but they pared their gains as
the day progressed. After briefly topping $US76 earlier, the price
for a barrel of Brent Crude settled at $US75.06, up 1.6 per cent.
While Israel is not a major producer of oil, Iran is, and a worry
is that a broadening war could affect neighbouring countries that
are also integral to the flow of crude. Helping to keep oil prices
in check are signals that supply remains ample. The amount of
crude in US inventories increased last week, according to a US
government report.

Government
targets
‘shrinkflation’
in broadening
supermarket
crackdown

its supermarket crackdown, with the country’s consumer
rights watch dog being directed to probe "shrinkflation".
Shrinkflation is where a product’s size reduces but its price
stays the same or increases.

Consumer advocacy group Choice has found both Coles
and Woolworths guilty of using the practice on some of
their homebrand items.

The government’s latest move will strengthen product
price rules and introduce big penalties for supermarkets
that breach them.

"Weare cracking down on supermarkets to help Australians
get a fair deal at the checkout,"

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said.

"Tackling shrinkflation” through stronger unit pricing and
new penalties is part of our plan to get a better deal for
Australians.

"We are also making changes to make sure the ACCC
(Australian Competition and Consumer Commission)
is a tough cop on the beat, while also encouraging more
competition and making sure there are significant
consequences for supermarkets who do the wrong thing."
The Unit Pricing Code (UPC) sets the rules for pricing
products on supermarket shelves, allowing consumers to
see cost by volume, weight or unit.

The government will look at improving readability and
visibility of unit pricing, making units of measurement
universal and expanding the number of retailers covered
by the UPC.

Assistant Treasurer Stephen Jones said the government
knew "Australians are doing it tough".

"Misleading practices around pricing are illegal and
completely inappropriate,” he said.

"The bar needs to be raised significantly.

"Australian consumers deserve fair prices, not dodgy
discounts. That’s why we’ve empowered the ACCC to act
in the interests of consumers and crackdown on dodgy
practices immediately."

The latest action follows the government’s announcement
earlier this week it was giving the ACCC an extra 30$m to
help it police supermarket conduct, after the regulator said
it was suing Woolworths and Coles for allegedly misleading
customers on discounts.

The ACCC alleged last week both major supermarkets
pushed prices up by at least 15 per cent before slapping
them with promotional discount stickers often at prices
higher than before the hike.

The watchdog said Woolworths did this for 266 products
in its Prices Dropped promotion over a period of 20
months, while Coles did it for 245 products in its Down
Down promotion across 15 months.

Following the ACCC’s legal action announcement, the
Albanese government released an exposure draft of a new
mandatory grocery code that could hit major supermarkets
with multimillion-dollar penalties for serious breaches.
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Liberal deputy's secret tape
was an (in_suranc policy B

The Victorian opposition’s deputy leader secretly
recorded a meeting between an exiled MP and the Liberal
leadership as an "insurance policy” to protect himself and
the party.

David Southwick divulged details of the surreptitious
recording to the Federal Court today in Moira Deeming’s
defamation trial against Victorian Opposition Leader
John Pesutto.

Deeming claims Pesutto defamed her by suggesting or
implying she was a Nazi in comments he made following
the Let Women Speak rally.

The March 2023 event was gatecrashed by neo-Nazis
who performed the Nazi salute on the steps of state
parliament.

Pesutto has denied any wrongdoing.

Earlier in the trial, it was revealed Southwick secretly
recorded a meeting held between Deeming and Liberal
leadership the day after the rally.

In the -70minute recording played to the court, Deeming
was criticised for her involvement in the rally and for
photos showing her having champagne afterwards with
tellow organisers.

She is also heard telling the leadership she did not realise
the Nazis were even at the rally and she did not support
them.

Deeming’s barrister Sue Chrysanthou SC grilled
Southwick this morning as to why he surreptitiously
created the recording.

He told the court he felt he could not trust Deeming and
he needed to protect himself and the Liberal Party from
what was about to happen.

"I wanted to make sure the whole events weren’t turned
around and misconstrued,” Southwick told the court.
"For me, it was an insurance policy."

The recording was uncovered a week before the trial
started and Southwick maintained he never intended for
anyone to hear it.

The other members of the meeting did not know he was
recording it on his iPhone, Southwick said.

"I hoped that tape would never have to be used," he told
the court.

"That’s why I didn’t talk about the tape or mention it to
my colleagues.”

His evidence continues.

Government secures hundreds of seats on flights
leaving Lebanon for Australlans

The Albanese government has secured hundreds of seats on
commercial flights leaving Lebanon as the Middle East appears
on the brink of a major regional conflict.

Foreign Minister Penny Wong said the government secured 80
seats on flights leaving Lebanon’s capital Beirut on Thursday and
a further 500 seats on Saturday.

But she said the flights depended on Beirut’s airport staying open
and urged Australians to "please take whatever option is available
to you".

"Only 35 of those (80) seats have been taken up this morning," she
told reporters.

"What I would say to Australians who wish to leave, please take
whatever option is available to you.

"Please do not wait for your preferred route. Please take whatever
option is available to you."

At least one RAAF plane touched down in Cyprus late on
Wednesday (local time).

NewsWire has sought confirmation on how many Australian
military planes have landed in Cyprus and whether they would
go on to Lebanon.

But Senator Wongsaid the government’s focus was on commercial
flights at this stage.

While it is unclear how many Australians are still in the country, as
many as 15,000 regularly reside there.

Defence Minister Richard Marles told the ABC the government
was "working with our partners, particularly the United Kingdom
and Canada’, to help repatriate people.

"We have been assisting Australians to leave over the last few days
and we will continue clearly to do that as we move forward," he
said. Fighting between Israel and Hezbollah has escalated rapidly
over the past two weeks, but the government has been urging
Australians in Lebanon to leave for months.

[srael’s military said it was targeting the Lebanese capital Beirut in
the early hours of Thursday (local time).

Peter Dutton also called on Australians in Lebanon to "listen to
the advice of the Prime Minister and get out of Lebanon as quickly
as possible”. The Opposition Leader said he and the Coalition’s
home affairs spokesman James Patterson had also asked for a
briefing on how the government would manage security issues
arising from people with "extremist" beliefs and were "happy" with

the advice they had received.

"Iwouldjustsayto people, please, heed the advice of Smarttraveller,
of the Prime Minister, of the Minister for Foreign Affairs and exit
Lebanon as quickly as you can and as safely as possible,” he said.
In another rare show of support for the Albanese government,
former Nationals leader Barnaby Joyce said earlier Australians
who decided to stay in Lebanon must "accept the consequences”
of not heeding the government’s calls to leave the Middle East
country.

"The partisan nature of me would always be to go completely
against the Prime Minister, but I won’t at this stage,” he told
Nine’s Today.

He asked Australians in Lebanon if they wanted the "Australian
Air Force to go into Beirut and pick you up?"

"That means youre putting Australian soldiers, Australian
servicemen and servicewomen’s lives on the line because you
didn’t accept a warning that you got quite some time ago to get
out of that part of the world," he said.

"And now I hope that they can facilitate their removal from this
area, but there does come a point where you say you've decided.
"You’ ve made a decision some time ago to stay in a very
dangerous part of the world, and by staying there, you now have
to accept the consequences.”

[ran, which backs both Hezbollah and Palestinian terrorist group
Hamas in Gaza, launched a barrage of nearly 200 missiles at Israel
on Wednesday, sparking fresh concerns the Middle East conflict
could expand even further and involve more advanced arsenals
in the region.

Minns accused of being ‘grossly
insensitive’ over protest stance

Activists say NSW Premier Chris Minns is "grossly insensitive"
for his hard line against planned pro-Palestine demonstrations
around the anniversary of Hamas™ horrific October 7 terrorist
attacks on Israel.

Followingan 11th-hour Supreme Court hearing, Palestine Action
Group withdrew its application to protest on Monday, October 7,
saying it would instead hold a vigil at Sydney’s Town Hall and a
rally at Hyde Park on Sunday, October 6.

Mr Minns has consistently criticised any demonstrations around
the anniversary, which marks the greatest loss of Jewish lives since
the Holocaust. But Palestine Action Group organisers said on
Friday they "have a right to mourn" those killed by Israel’s military
action against Hamas, the Palestinian terrorist organisation that
administers the densely populated Gaza Strip.

"It has led to 42,000 Palestinians being killed and we have a right
to mourn them, and we have a right to declare that this is the
anniversary of the start of this genocide," the protest group’s Amal
Nasser told reporters.

"I think it’s grossly insensitive to not allow us to mourn, for a
premier to not allow us to mourn and to continuously pushback
against us and he’s never given space for the Palestinian
movement." Mr Minns earlier called the demonstrations "grossly
insensitive” Demonstrations in Australia are facing increased
scrutiny after flags of Lebanese terrorist group Hezbollah, and
framed pictures of its slain leader Hassan Nasrallah, appeared at
pro-Palestine rallies last weekend.

Mr Minns earlier on Friday warned that protesters would face the
full force of the law if they made racist chants, gave anti-Semitic
sermons or brandished illegal symbols.

"I don’t think it is appropriate, that is my personal view," he said.
"To hold a protest or a rally on a day when people were massacred
on the other side of the world is grossly insensitive, in my opinion."
Mr Minns vowed anyone found contravening the laws or
"demonising the state’s Jewish community” would be punished
"We cannot allow a situation where permissive anti-Semitism
creeps into the public dialogue because a certain group in our
community believe that kind of racism is okay. It’s not okay," he
said. "I want to make it clear that if there’s any breaches in protests,

in public sermons, in speeches over this weekend, it will be met
with very strict laws in Australia and in NSW in relation to hate
speech.
He added efforts to stop the protest were done out of genuine
safety concerns and not to prevent free speech.
"It is not an attempt to restrict freedom of speech in Sydney, it is
genuine community concern about safety of Sydney streets and
an attempt to stop a conflict on the streets," Mr Minns said.
But Palestine Action Group’s Josh Lees said the efforts to block
the demonstrations were "part of a concerted attempt to deny
the fact that Palestinians are even allowed to be called victims of a
bloodbath that’s going on for 12 months."
Earlier on Friday, Labor minister Bill Shorten and Opposition
Leader Peter Dutton put aside partisan politics to urge pro-
Palestine protest organisers to abandon plans to hold rallies
around the anniversary of Hamas™  horrific terrorist attacks on
Israel. Mr Shorten and Mr Dutton are usually at each other’s
throats, but in a joint morning show appearance, the longtime
rivals came together to question why “people would want to
celebrate Hamas’  actions’

“This is the biggest loss of Jewish life since the Holocaust -
that s what October 7this,” Mr Dutton told Nine” s Today

“This is an anniversary of 1200 people losmg their lives, and
that” s why the protests shouldn” t go ahead.”
Mr Dutton said demonstrations around the anniversary,
which are planned in Sydney and Melbourne, would only be
"compounding the grief of people who have lost lives".
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Peter Dutton accuses Anthony Albanese
of ‘appeasement path’ on Israel
.

Opposition Leader Peter Dutton has blasted the
Albanese government over its response to the
rapidly expanding conflict in the Middle East,
saying the Prime Minister’s "appeasement path" is
hurting Australia’s global standing.

Anthony Albanese and his federal cabinet have
not shifted from their calls for de-escalation even
after Iran, which backs the Islamic fundamentalist
groups Israel is fighting in Lebanon and Gaza,
launched a barrage of nearly 200 missiles at Israel.
Mr Dutton has criticised the government all week
over its response to shows of support for terrorist
group Hezbollah at protests in Sydney and
Melbourne, but his latest remarks on Thursday
were sparked by Defence Minister Richard Marles
again calling for a -21day ceasefire on the Israel-
Lebanon border.

"It Richard Marles wants to go down the
appeasement path of Anthony Albanese, that’s an
issue for him, but frankly, I think he diminishes
himself by being at odds with the United States,
United Kingdom, Canada and our partners
otherwise,” Mr Dutton said.

"Israel is an ally of our country. Israel has provided
intelligence to us to save lives of Australians and
stop terrorist attacks from taking place on our
own soldiers in the Middle East."

The Israeli military action in southern Lebanon,
which has been largely limited to air strikes, came
after nearly a year of cross-border rocket fire from
Hezbollah.

Consequently, tens of thousands of residents have
been forced from their homes in Israel” s north.
Hezbollah began firing rockets at civilian areas
in Israel in solidarity with Hamas, the Palestinian
terrorist group that administers Gaza.

Hamas killed 1200 people in its horrific October
7 terrorist attacks on Israel, prompting a massive
military response in Gaza that has killed upward
01'40,000 Palestinians.

With Iran now stepping up its involvement, there
are widespread fears the conflict could grow to
include countries with powertul arsenals.

Mr Marles, who is also the deputy prime minister,
said earlier on Thursday that the government was

"exercising our international voice to support a
ceasefire."

He condemned Iran’s missile attacks
strongest possible terms" and said Israel had the
right to defend itself against Iran.

"in the

"They’'ve been the subject of attacks from
Hezbollah and we condemn those as of course
they were a year ago in which they were subject to
attacks from Hamas," Mr Marles said.

"Israel has a right to defend itself. Every country
has a right to defend itself and to do so in a
proportionate way.

"That said, we are calling for a ceasefire along with
the United States, along with other members of
the international community.

"The continued violence in the Middle East is
giving rise to significant numbers, unacceptable
numbers of civilian lives lost, and the ongoing
violence is a threat to civilian life."

But Mr Dutton said the Albanese government
was not taking a hard enough line against Iran or
showing enough support for Israel.

"(Israel is) a democracy, they are an important ally
of ours, and they are under threat and attack this
very moment," he said.

"And for the Defence Minister and the Deputy
Prime Minister of our country to be talking about
some sort of an appeasement is not going to work,
and frankly, it diminishes our relationship not
only with Israel, but it also says to our other allies
that an Albanese-Marles government will only
support our allies if it’s in their domestic political
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English and Arabic News

Politics + Religion =
A Ruined counry

- | :
Some people want Australia to be a religious country, and they started
calling for the establishment of a political party on a religious basis.
The proponents of this tendency wanted to appoint a woman who was
expelled from the Labor Party to be the leader of this party, meaning that
she is a temporary image until they can establish the party, and then they
will expel her, because according to their religous law, a woman has no
right to rule over men, because men are the protectors and maintainers
of women.
Unfortunately, she did not know that she was just a cheap means that they
use to achieve their goals only, and then they will throw her into the sail
or tell her:  “You must be a follower, not a leader.” If she agrees, she
becomes a follower, and if she refuses, they will expel her and perhaps
punish her.
I'would like to say that a state whose policy is linked to religion, whatever
the name of this religion, is a failed, reactionary state, regressing thousands
of times behind its counterparts.
Because religion is supposed to be the relationship between man and his
God, and politics has nothing to do with this very personal relationship.
Then, Australia does not benefit from having a political party based on
religion. Otherwise, all religious people will establish a religious party out
of love for what they believe.
I this is possible for some religions that are not hostile and warring against
others, it may be permissible.
But what if the religious people have texts that permit the killing of anyone
who does not believe in their religion and consider him an infidel whose
blood is permissible?
What about a religion that believes that it is the only correct religion, and
therefore other religions must be fought until only it remains? Is this fair?
No and a thousand times no.
A selfish religion has no place in an advanced secular state, or one that
was advanced and is now on the verge of collapse if it agrees to this stupid
idea that would undermine politics and turn Australia from an advanced
secular state into a backward religious state.
Didn’t you know that the reason for the backwardness of some peoples
is that they still bring religion into politics? Don’t you know that they
still believe that the earth is flat and not spherical, and therefore they are
completely against science?
Therefore, they are in a permanent backwardness, and they want a
backward Australia, and to take it back, and they want a second Hamas
and a second Hezbollah in Australia.
Theywantto destroy Australia, notbuild it, but they support backwardness
over progress.
Let everyone in his religion worship his God in his own way..
No Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Mandaeism, or any religion
is useful to enter politics..
So stick to your religions as you are and do not take advanced Australia
back.
Because if religion enters politics, the state will be destroyed.



