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Sutherland Medical Centre and
Mankarios Skin Cancer Clinic

Services

*Family Medicine.

*Child Health including Childhood
Immunizations.

*Women’s Health.

*Travel Medicine including Travel
Immunizations.

*Full Skin Examinations and
Treatment of Skin Cancers.

*Fully equipped procedure room.
*Workers’ Compensation Injuries.
*Pathology testing.

*Pre-employment Medical
Examination.

*Comprehensive Medical
Assessments and Chronic Disease
Management.

*Psychology.

Established in 2002 by:
Dr Ramsis Farag, Dr Nabil Mankarios, Dr Mona Mikhail,
and Dr Faten Wassef.

Dr Nabil Mankarios is an experienced Skin Cancer Practitioner
who started working in this field in 1997.

(02) 9542 6277
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Sandstone

Open 7 Days =2 Custom Cut

www.sandstonewarehouse.com.au
sales@ sandstonewarehouse.com.au

Stone Oasis

INQUIRY ONLINE T e
Ph: (02) 9796 3257 Open 7 days from 8:00 am to 5:00
Ph: (02) 91970900 pm

Tarif: 0426 400 200 Address: 59 Canterbury Road,
Tawfik: 0414 447 554 Bankstown, NSW 2200
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Care Services Australia

Your Plan
. 1300 455 322 Your Way
»
Care Services Our Support
AUSTRALIA
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Disability Services Support Co-ordination = Home Care Services
Discover our Holistic Appro:ach to Streamline your journey to Elevate comfort with our Home
your health and wellbeing with our =~ empowerment with our Support . . :
: 1 , o , : Care services, offering personalized

wide range of Disability Services Coordination services, dedicated . s

_ e S assistance, health monitoring, and
offered in Sydney, Melbourne and to facilitating and optimizing your . .

, companionship for enhanced well-
the Gold Coast. access to essential support and being i 1 .
eing in familiar surroundings.
resources

We speak Your language...
We understand your culture

0000060000

Personal Meal Community Daily Living &  Domestic Registered Support Behaviour Well-Being Lawn Mowing
Care Preparation Participation Life Skills Services MNurses Coordination Support Activities Gardening

000000 ODOOO

Plan Allied Health Home Early Housing & Respite Supported Individualised Short Term Disability
Management Support Modification  Childhood Shelter Services Independent Living Housing Housing
Living

Discover Our holistic approach to Disabili
Services in Sydney, Melbourne, Gold Coast
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Specialised Services
Simple and straambinad mathods of providing spacialisad medication for Fartiliby
Chrics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surganes and more. Save & Delivar Pharmacy
15 equipped with the eguipment to cold siore medications, deliver regular ordar
preschgptions and compound madications for doctors and patients.
Many of ihase sarvices are provided at no extra cost to your Ghimc and at
discountad and affordable pncas. We personalise our services o maat yoaur
individual clmic's and patients requiremeands to maintain customer satisfachon,

Dsoant sl s count

P omiie S Falie, ovisdui B dare. Famann Sy nlve, Mdieiud fiv v Fuirees Mor e, Moo for dard.

279 Macquarne St 884 Anzac Parade 17 Munmorah Cet
Liverpool NSW 2170  Maroubra NSW 2035  Flinders NSW 2529
T. {02) 5821 1942 T. (02) 5348 1602 T. (D2) 42896 5548
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AMEEN COMPUTER
Looking for laptops

and desktops? We've
got you covered!

Whether you are
buying, selling, or need
repairs, we are your
go-to destination.
Explore our range of
new and used devices,
hardware, and software
solutions.

Trust us for quality products and expert service.
Call us Today and get aspecial price..

Ph: 0449 146 961
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YOU &I .

All of You, my fellow humans and I...
May not have the same colour of the skin, the hair, and the Eye...
We may not speak the same Language...
May not have the same height, nor the same Age...
YET ALLOF YOU & 1.
SHARE THE SAME EARTH
& THE SAME SKY...!!!
We may not in customs & traditions, have the same Notion...

Iﬂ‘zy Ja. qgﬁkd Sawi. We may not have faith in the same Religion...

May not pray in the same Position...

Nor face towards the same Direction...
YET ALLOFYOU &1...
SHARE THE SAME EARTH
& THE SAME SKY...I!!
Our views may differ in Politic...
We may not like the same Tempo of Music...

We may not know the same dance, nor the same Song...
To the same backgrounds, we may not Belong...
YET, ALLOF YOU &1...

SHARE THE SAME EARTH

& THE SAME SKY...!l!
Though the lining of our skin, our arteries & Hearts ressemble one another...
We may in many ways, differ from Each-other...
&

Although in our veins, they’re of the same colour & of the same Substance...
Our blood-types may differ in Science... Our Zodiac-signs, may not be the Same...
And we may not all have the same goal or Aim...;

YET;

We may together, with shared Love & Trust...

Away from us; Oust all Vice, Greed & Lust...

& unite our voices Together...

To shake awake the World & Humanity from their Slumber...

To soothe all Miseries & all the tears to Dry...
FORALLOFYOU &1...

- TO SHARE PEACEFULLY THE SAME.
> EARTH & THE SAME SKY...!!!

A . ,
ik thanng Mix Trading online

w \ V} The best Online Shopping in Australia

Mix Trading online Offers the best price and
fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a
budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365
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Victoria

Holidaymakers to be charged more for short-
stay accommodatlon in Victoria

Holidaymakers to Victoria
will pay more to use short-
stay accommodations
like Airbnb, as the state’s
treasurer pushes ahead with
a controversial new levy.
Trips in Victoria booked
after January 1 next year will
be charged an additional 7.5
per cent levy.

Councils will also be given
new powers to limit or ban
short-stay property owners
in a policy backflip by the
Allan government.
"Decisions of this nature
are difficult,” Treasurer Tim
Pallas said today.

"It's not a punishment. It’s
essentially a contribution."
Thepolicyisdesignedto free
up housing by encouraging
investors to change some of

the estimated 50,000 short-
stay properties in Victoria
into long-term rentals.
"T'dlike to see as many as we
could, to be honest," Pallas
said.

The policy has been met
with  support from the
Greens and outrage from
tourism groups and Airbnb.
"Let’s be clear, this is not a

tax on the property owner,
it’s a tax on the consumer,"
Victoria Tourism Industry

Council chief executive
Felicia Mariani said.
Greens MP  Gabrielle

De Vietri said the move
would be a "crackdown on
property investors hoarding
homes for profit".

A spokesperson  from

Airbnb insisted that far
from hoarding property
investors, hosts were just
average people.

"Our hosts are ordinary
mum and dad Victorians
who are just trying to make
some extra income," Airbnb
head of policy Michael
Crosby told 9News.

The biggest concern for
the tourism industry and
business groups is that
Victoria could be the only
state with the new fee next
year, with fears it would
create a clear disadvantage
for an already struggling
sector.

"This tax is going to make
Victoriaavery unatfordable,
unattractive  destination,”
Mariani said.

Farmers and regional community

members

stage mass protest outsme premier’s lunch

Y | -
_ W A\

u;

Hundreds of angry farmers and community
members from regional Victoria have staged a mass
protest while Premier Jacinta Allen was metres away
addressing the Rural Press Club.

The farmersand regional Victorians were protesting
the government’ s plan to
lines and renewable energy projects on private
farmland,” the Herald Sun reported.

The Victorian government has proposed a multi-
billion dollar transmission network called the
Western Renewables Link that will stretch overhead
high-voltage electricity transmission lines 190km
from Victoria” s west to Melbourne” s northwest.
The government also wants to connect the
transmission lines from Victoria to NSW
Interconnector West (VNI West) that would see
a 500 kV double circuit transmission line connect
high-voltage electricity grids in NSW and Victoria.
Inside the Rural Press Club event, Ms Allan told
guests the transmission lines were needed to protect
regional and rural communities from climate

« . .
run transmission

change.
“Whetherit’ swater, whetherit” sthe quality of
the soil -+ we are the most exposed to this issue in

regional Victoria and part of the answer to that is
delivering more renewable energy,”  she said.
“We must deliver new transmission networks.”
Outside the event, hundreds of raging protesters
were holding signs that read, “Stop industrialising
country Victoria,” and “No wind turbines, no
solar farms, no overhead transmission lines,” and
“Stop toxic mining on our stolen farms.”
A farmer who addressed the crowd, said they
stopped a wind farm from being developed north
of Ballarat after they had fought hard for seven

years.
“There will only be a couple of them remembered
- Andrews will be remembered, and Jacinta Allen
will be remembered because she is Joan Kirner

2.0,” he said.

“If you are old enough you will remember what
Joan Kirner did to this state, it was a disgrace.

“Get rid of them, toss them out.”

Regional Victorian residents Loretta and Paul
Greco told the Herald Sun they were being treated
as second class citizens.

“Country people are carrying the burden for all of
this renewable stuff, I don’ tsee any wind turbines
going through Melbourne,” Mr Greco said.

“City people get all the fancy roads and the
massive infrastructure projects.
Victorian cattle and grain farmer Jason Barratt said
the premier was pushing an ideology on regional
Victorians.
“We are farmers and we farm food and fibre —

we don’ t farm electricity and we won’ t farm
electricity,” he said.
“We’ re sick of being pushed over by the

government and we’ re pushing back.
“It” s beyond belief the contempt that Jacinta
Allan shows for us.”

Victorian residents opposes
plans to build freight
terminal near Little River

Plans to build a multibillion-dollar freight terminal in Victoria have
left many residents concerned about the impact it would have on the
environment.

Pacific National freight company has lodged an application to build
a freight terminal on a -550hectare site with a capacity to handle two
million shipping containers a year near the Western Basalt Plains
Grasslands in Little River, about 44km southwest of Melbourne.

More than 5000 people have since signed a petition opposing the
freight terminal.

Meanwhile, about 250 people protested on the proposed site against
the building plan in Little River on Saturday.

Protesters are concerned about the freight terminal, which plans to
operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week, would also cause harm
endangered species found in the grassland as well as impact the
internationally significant Ramsar wetlands upstream

It comes after the endangered Growling Grass Frog was spotted in
Little River, and a Victorian departmental survey found critically
endangered Golden Sun Moths on neighbouring land.

Other threatened animals like the Striped Legless Lizard and Fat-tailed
Dunnarts have been seen nearby the proposed site where Wedge-tail
Eagles are also nesting.

Grassland ecologist Dr Megan O’ Shea said the proposed plan would
be detrimental in an already environmentally sensitive area.

“ A massive freight hub will sever the link between Western Grassland
Reserve and the internationally recognised Ramsar wetlands of Port
Phillip Bay, impacting on the threatened plants and animals,” Dr
O’ Shea said.

“We should be improving the habitat between these areas, not
destroying it.

“The principle of avoidance is the best option.

“Road verges leading to the site are known to support significant
stands of remnant native vegetation — these will be impacted by
increased traffic, noise and light pollution.”

The Grassy Plains Network, part of the Victorian National Parks
Association, has also lodged concerns over the proposed site.

Grassy Plains Network facilitator Adrian Marshall said the equivalent
of about 75 football fields of rare volcanic plain grassland would be
impacted if the freight terminal is built.
Dr Marshall said 99 per cent of Victoria’
destroyed.

“Why remove more?”  Dr Marshall said.

‘In addition to the loss of the temperate grassland, we’
over 1.3ha of Seasonal Herbaceous Wetland and some 300 Large
Fruited Groundsel — a type of native daisy.

“Also, a fire or toxic spill at the terminal could feed into the western
Ramsar wetlands, recognised as internationally significant.

“These wetlands have large numbers of waterbirds, including
migratory shorebirds from Siberia and a breeding colony of the
Australian pelican.

“There has not been a proper environmental assessment of the site.
What is the logic of putting a freight terminal there?”

Pacific National still requires the state and federal government to sign
off on its plans.
On the company’ s website, it states the proposal would ensure the

“the nation” s supply chain moving and enable critical container
freight to be moved from trucks onto trains reducing traffic
congestion”

“For trains to remain a competitive option compared to trucks and
continue to attract container freight volumes, a future rail intermodal
terminal in Melbourne must be located west of the CBD and port
to service the existing freight demand zone where the logistics
companies, warehouses, manufacturers and distribution centres are
concentrated,”  the company stated.

“The precinct will accommodate a rail freight terminal, internal rail
sidings and access roads, maintenance facilities and warehouses and
support more than 3,600 ongoing jobs at capacity.”

Meanwhile, Little River residents are also fearful of the impact the
freight terminal would have on their town, as 1500 trucks are expected
to pass through the area every day.

s native grasslands have been

d also lose
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Minns ‘absolutely’ disagrees with federal
decision to block gold mine tailing site

NSW Premier Chns Minns says the federal government’ s
“eleventh hour” blocklng ofa proposed waste site for a

gold minein the state” s central west “maywell” end the

1$bn project.

Federal Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek blocked

the proposed site of the tailing dam for the mine because it

infringed on sacred Aboriginal land.

Mr Minns told budget estimates on Wednesday he was

“hopeful”  Regis Resources, the company behind the
McPhillamys mine near Blayney, could come up with an
alternative dumping site, but could not be certain.

“I” m disappointed by the decision from
commonwealth government,”  he said.

“The application was made in 2019. It” s gone through
the independent planning and assessment commission, as
well as every other government department in NSW.

“And to be knocked over at the eleventh hour is
disappointing in terms of mining gold and other critical
minerals in NSW, which we desperately need because coal
mining is under pressure, particularly when it comes to
export markets.”

Opposmon Leaderin the Upper House Damien Tudehope:

If they can’ t (identify another tailing site) the mine will
fall over?”

the

“It may well. We’ re hopeful for an alternative tailing,”
Mr Minns said.
“It may not be that the owner of the proponent of the

mine is able to do that,” he said.

“We’ ve been very, very direct about the NSW
government’ s view in relation to this mine.
Mr Minns said that “gold, critical minerals and mining
is absolutely crucial for jobs and investment in regional
NSW.
Pressed on whether he believed the federal government
made the wrong call, he simply said:  “Absolutely.

‘The fair thing to do’:

Bus fares slashed as

Sydney faces major train line disruptions

Thousands of commuters are set to be affected asa
major train line is expected to close until late 2025,
with the NSW government slashing bus fares in a
bid to combat disruptions.
The T3 Bankstown line is set to close from
September 30 for upgrade work, which is expected
to remain in place until late 2025.
However preparatory works are slated to begin
even earlier, with parts of the line between Campsie
and Bankstown to close on September 21.
A series of major upgrades are set to be carried
out in the major upgrade, which will bring in
trains every four minutes during peak times once
completed.
Platform screen doors will be brought in at all
stations between Marrickville and Bankstown,
while station buildings and platform surfaces will
be refurbished.
Adjustments to overhead wiring and tracks will
bringtheT3lineuptometrostandards, whilestation
services and systems installations — including help
points, CCTV cameras and passenger information
displays — will be introduced.
Transport Minister Jo Haylen acknowledged
the works will cause disruptions for those in
Canterbury, Bankstown and the Inner West, but
said thereis  “light at the end of the tunnel”
“When this section of the metro is complete,
they will get a train every four minutes. That’ s
a massive increase in train services, because right
now there are stations on the T3 Line that only
recelve four trains an hour in the peak,” she said.
“The fair thing to do is not charge a fare on our
dedicated Southwest Link bus services because
this will be a really tough time for passengers in
Canterbury Bankstown and the Inner West.
Farestorreplacementbusservices on the Southwest
Link will be waived from September 21.
About 100 buses are set to run every day of the
week, with buses scheduled every two to four
minutes during peak periods.

The SW1 (all stops), SW2 (limited stops including

Sydenham, Belmore, Lakemba, Wiley Park,
Punchbowl, Bankstown) and SW3 (limited stops
including Sydenham, Canterbury, Campsie)
bus routes will be included in the fare free travel
scheme.

The T6 train line will also be available for public
transport users, connecting Bankstown @ to
Lidcombe Station via Yagoona, Birrong, Regents
Park and Berala.

Transport for NSW coordinator-general Howard
Collins said plenty of signage will be put up to
ensure commuters can find the Southwest Link
services, while there will be people on the ground
in pink shirts to provide assistance.

“We expect the free Southwest Link services will
be in high demand, while our bus marshals will
work very hard to assist with a smooth service, we
do anticipate there will be some delays and longer
wait times,” Mr Collins said.

“Metro needs to install mechanical gap filler,
improve and heighten pedestrian fences around
15 bridges, install platform screen doors and
security fencing along the entire line, and then test
and commission a new railway, all on an existing
corridor that” s 130 years old.

Metro Southwest project director Alia Karaman

also acknowledged the disruption will be “really

hard but noted south west Sydney Wlll be
connected to the CBD like never before”

“What we’ re seeing now with Metro from
Sydenham is 5 minute journeys into Central
Station and a train every 4 minutes. With the Metro
conversion, those beneﬁts will be shared along the
line to Bankstown,” Ms Karaman said.

“A train every 4 minutes in the peak so you’ re
not waiting on the platform, fast travel times so you
get where you want to go sooner and sate, gap-free
boarding. That’ s what passengers have to look
torward to when this challenging and disruptive
work is complete.

Firefighters get upper
hand on blazes in
Sydney:s south-west

Two grasstires burning close to homes in Sydney’s south-west have
been downgraded to advice levels.

Two firefighters suffered minor injuries as about 80 crew members
tackled the main fire along Camden Valley Way near Horningsea Park
and Edmondson Park in Liverpool.

As of 6.20pm, fire crews had contained the blaze, which was classified as
a 10th alarm blaze just three hours earlier.

"Firefighters have been working to contain the fire to a defined area,"
FRNSW Superintendent Gregory Wright said.

"Due to the wind, the fire was burning quite fiercely and into the bush
... [the fires] were quickly suppressed as the bush thinned out a little bit.
"Getting around the fire was quite difficult due to the wind."

The injured firefighters were assessed by paramedics and didn’t need
treatment.

Two residents reported chest pain and anxiety, but also did not need
further treatment.

The blaze, which was earlier burning at an emergency level, has ripped
through 12 hectares of grass.

Residents are advised to monitor conditions in case the situation
escalates as winds of up to 100km/h blast parts of NSW.

The fire started at a plot of land that used to be an amusement park,
at the intersection of Camden Valley Way and Cowpasture Road, just
before 2pm, and quickly spread towards homes.

Some of the old rides were burned.

Residents nearby were told to keep their windows and doors shut as the
plastic could have caused toxic fumes.

NSW Police were working with fire authorities to establish the cause of
the blaze.

By the early evening, train lines between Glenfield and Leppington had
reopened, including the T2 line.

Most T5 Cumberland services were cancelled.

Waterbombing aircraft were brought in to tackle the fire.

Temperatures in Sydney this afternoon hit 28 degrees amid a late winter
heatwave.

Meanwhile, a second fire was burning at advice level near Richardson
Road in Spring Farm near Camden, heading towards the Mount Annan
Gardens.

It was downgraded from a watch and act fire earlier in the afternoon.
Residents were told to monitor the conditions and prepare to evacuate.
There are also two more fires burning at advice level nearby, at Bringelly
Road in Leppington, and Campbelltown Road in Bardia.

Further south of Sydney in the Illawarra, the M1 Princess Motorway was
reopened in both directions between Dapto and Berkeley after earlier
being closed due to a fire.

The motorway remained closed in both directions between Fowlers
Road and Northcliffe Drive.

Motorists were told to avoid the area and use detours via Northcliffe
Drive at Berkeley and Five Islands Road exit at Unanderra.
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Westpac, ANZ bank bosses

2025 tip

Two out of four major banks believe the Reserve Bank will
begin cutting rates early next year, bringing relief to households
struggling with a -13year high cash rate of 4.35 per cent.

ANZ chief executive Shayne Elliott says the bank is expecting
the RBA to reduce the cash rate by a total of 75 basis points,
with the first cut set for February.

“Lower interest rates will be welcome relief for borrowers
who have faced high debt costs for some time, although savers
will face lower returns,” he told a parliamentary review into
Australia” s big four banks on Friday.

“Butwe’ re very conscious of the pressure that high higher
debt costs have placed on many of our customers, who are
also managing bigger bills for everyday essentials.”

His comments matched Westpac chief Peter King, who told
the committee he was tipping rates to ease from February and
settle in the low 3 per cent range.

Mr King said on Thursday he believed the cash rate would be
eased by a total of 100 basis points.

However, NAB chiefexecutive Andrew Irvine said he expected
households would have to weather another six to nine months
of hard times before rates eventually ease.

“That will provide more money in the economy, more
demand in the economy, which will mean that businesses will
be healthier, and therefore they” 1l be able to hire more, pay
more and more.”

“I do feel like we” re getting to a point where interest rates
will start to come down,”  he added.

Mr Irvine also noted banks were “no longer the best
barometer ** of how society is handling this cost of living
crisis”  because of lending standards.

“We probably don’ t see the people in our lending books
that are most vulnerable,” he said, adding that that was why
therewas “alittle bit of a disconnect between” money owed
on NAB’ s balance sheet and “we’ re hearing and seeing
from our customers all around the economy today.”
Speaking about access to credit, Mr Elliott said strengthened
limitations, regulations, guidelines and standards, which while
necessary, have also made it considerably difficult for average
Australians to access home loans.

He said while they have made banks safer, action needs to be
taken to ensure a more equitable access to money.

“Strong access to credit is becoming the preserve of the
wealthy, and therefore Middle Australia’ s being locked out,
being underbanked, under insured, under advised,” he told
the committee.

“We need to do something about that.”

Mr Elliott conceded some of the regulatory issues laid with big
banks, but called for more debate on the issue.

“Some of it” s to do with regulation, and I can” t point to
any particular regulation *** I think it” s a collective, build up
over time and a lot of it is to do with us.”

Mr Elliott was also grilled over the ongoing investigation by the
Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC)
over allegations of misconduct over the issuance of a 14$bn
-10year Treasury Bond in 2023.

He revealed three traders have been left the bank following the
allegations.

One of the staff was dismissed, while the remaining two
Sydney-based traders left undera “mutual separation” .
They were not paid out their granted equity and left without
bonuses.

Another person has also been given a  “formal warning”
relating to their “individual behaviour,” with Mr Elliott
stressing it had nothing to do with “trading” .

“This is about the profanity in the dealing room, use of
alcohol during work hours, etc. Those issues are being dealt
with,” e said.

He said as it stands  “there is no evidence” this “may have
cost taxpayers,” however acknowledged he didn” t have all
the information that may be possessed by the regulator.
Instead, he said the bank” s investigations suggested the
concerns of incorrect data reporting was not “deliberate” .

“They obviously have their suspicions and reasons why they
want to investigate, but they” ve not put an allegation to us
with any detail,” he told the committee.

“We issued a press statement recently that confirmed that
based on what I’ ve seen, we still at this date, have seen

rate cut for February

nothing to suggest there was any misconduct or anything
improper from ANZ.”

Mr Elliott said the bank had suffered significant “reputational
damage” and was treating the investigation seriously.

He said ANZ had also undertaken a wide-ranging audit of
data reports provided to federal and state governments, with
no other errors detected.

“There” s no doubt that reputational damage will impact
the assessment of some, if not many, but we” re only at the
beginning of that, and those things will be determined over the
coming two months,”  he said.

Earlier on Friday, Mr Irvine said difficult economic conditions
have created “two Australias” , with some “doing it much
tougher”  as the country faces rising costs of living.

Mr Irvine said Australia’ s most populous states were being
hit hardest.

He said while his bank was “optimistic” about the economy
down the track, the “reality today is more challenging”
and the country was operating “a two-speed economy at
present” .

“Customers in certain sectors and certain geographies are
doing well and are ambitious to grow,” Mr Irvine said.

“These include mining and resources businesses and
consumers living and working in parts of Western Australia,
the Northern Territory and Queensland.”

He said the picture was not so rosy for other states and sectors
of the economy, pointing to struggling retailers and patchy
performance in the construction industry.

“Victoria and NSW are under more pressure than other
states,” e said, tallying with Reserve Bank findings.

“Our data shows people are having to make tough decisions
about where they spend their money.

“They are getting by, but it is tough. Not unexpectedly, we
saw some asset deterioration in our balance sheet in our most
recent quarter.”

Non-profits have warned that Australians are increasingly
struggling to manage basic costs, with Foodbank reporting
3.7 million households, or about 36 per cent of Australian
households, faced varying degrees of food insecurity in 2023.
Some 23 per cent were experiencing severe situations,
Foodbank said.

Mr Irvine said NAB customer insights showed —“cost-of-
living pressures are causing the greatest stress, with one in
three Australians reporting very high stress related to cost of
living” .

“Our message to customers always is that if you are in
difficulty, please call us, and call us early,” he said.

Mr Irvine said NAB had to scrap bonus caps on mortgage
bankers to stop his “best bankers” defecting to the
Commonwealth Bank.

CBA hiked bonus caps from 50 per cent to 80 per cent in
April, much to the disapproval of regulator ASIC, which has
warned it could ultimately harm customers. Westpac followed
suit in June.

Mr Irvine said he had lost five home lenders to CBA in August,
all of whom cited better pay at the competitor as their reason
for leaving.

“Candidly, we made the decision to move reluctantly. It was
not our, or my, preference to do so,”  the NAB boss said.

“I'won’ t be able to serve customers well if I lose my best
bankers.”

But he said his bank had “incredibly strong guardrails” to
avoid past mistakes.

The capswererecommended by thebankingroyal commission,
which exposed severe malpractice across Australia’ s biggest
financial institutions.

Premiers past and
present celebrate
metro ... but no Gladys
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Former premier Gladys Berejiklian was nowhere to
be seen when her Liberal and Labor counterparts met
up to celebrate their role in the opening of the Sydney
Metro on Saturday.

It is understood the former transport minister told
Premier Chris Minns that she would be unable to
attend the meet-up due to a diary clash.

However, nothing was going to stop former Liberal
premiers and ex-treasurers Mike Baird and Dominic
Perrottet — both instrumental to the project — from
turning up after watching Mr Minns and Transport
Minister Jo Haylen declare it open.

While Mr Baird had the vision, and Ms Berejiklian
carriage of the project, Mr Perrottet ensured it was
funded and finished — albeit with a blowout or two.
Asked how he felt about a Labor government opening
the 21$ billion project, Mr Perrottet replied: “It” s
not about politics.

“I” m proud of what we achieved. This is what
it” s all about. The metro revolution is only just
beginning.”

More than one million passengers have taken a ride
on the metro service since it was opened on Monday,
connecting Sydney’ s northwest under the harbour
and below the CBD to Sydenham.

On Friday night from 5pm to close, 64,000 people
opted to take the service to and from their destination

— the highest patronage figure for that timeslot across
the week.

The new buildings above Crows Nest, Victoria
Cross, Gadigal and Waterloo stations remain under
construction and will progressively open as they are
completed.

Mr Minns said it was now hard to imagine the city
without it.

“We are now forging ahead with the next phase of
this transport mega-project through Western Sydney
allowing us to turbocharge the delivery of more
housing close to world-class public transport,” he
said.

Ms Haylen said while the metro had been embraced by
weekday commuters, it was hoped it would also bring
more people into the CBD on the weekends.
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NT voters head to the polis
on Saturday to decide if
Labor gets a third term

The Northern Territory on Saturday will vote for its
government for the next four years after a campaign largely
dominated by the crime crisis.

Incumbent Chief Minister Eva Lawler is hoping to lead
Labor toits third term in government, while Lia Finocchiaro
is fighting to win at her second attempt as leader of the
Country Liberal Party.

Ms Finocchiaro was one of the survivors of the CLP” s
2016 election disaster where it won only two seats in the
-25seat N'T parliament.

The CLP now holds seven seats and will need another six
seats to be able to form a majority government.

But Labor has had its own issues, with three leaders in the
past three years.

Ms Lawler became chief minister just before Christmas
when Natasha Fyles quit over her failure to disclose mining
shares. Ms Fyles succeeded M1chael Gunner, who retired
in 2022 for famlly reasons”

The 2024 campaign has been dominated by crime, which
has made national headlines with a wave of lawlessness
in Alice Springs that led to extraordinary curfews being
imposed.

But the handling of the economy is also in focus.

The two leaders went head-to-head during a one-hour
debate on Tuesday that at times became personal.

“Lia, are you tough enough to push back on your big
clonors? Ms Lawler asked.

“I thmk that you are a lightweight and T don’
you’ re tough enough.”
Ms Finocchiaro replied:
real treat.

“Eva, your entire campaign has been only about you.
You disregarded your parliamentary colleagues, you
disregarded your party.

Ms Finocchiaro said Saturday” s result would be close.

“We’ re taking nothm for granted. We know that this
is going to be atightrace,” she told Sky News Australia.

Labor are increasingly getting desperate, using cllrty
personal politics *** butwe™ re focused on the future.
Eighty candidates are standing in the 25 seats in the
Territory. Voting began two weeks ago and near half of the
153,250 eligible voters have already cast their votes.

A party needs to win 13 seats for majority government in
the -25seat parliament. Currently, Labor has 14 and the
CLP seven, while there are four independents.

Voting on Saturday starts at 8am local time and closes at
6pm, with counting to continue until 11pm.
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Renters Facing Severe Anxiety, Prime Minister
Albanese Under Pressure Ahead of 2025 Electmn

A recent poll reveals that renters are experiencing "severe
levels of anxiety," placing increased pressure on Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese and potentially impacting
the 2025 federal election.

The national survey by Redbridge highlights significant
financial strain on voters due to escalating rents, not just
mortgages.

The poll suggests that while the Labor Party may maintain
a minority government, Prime Minister Albanese faces
growing challenges.

The Greens are capitalizing on renter discontent,
intensifying scrutiny on Albanese’s handling of the
housing crisis.

Kos Samaras from Redbridge commented, Renters
across all demographics are expressing severe anxiety.
Young women, in particular, often spend over %60
of their income on rent. This is leading to significant
political repercussions for the federal government.

The poll, which surveyed 2,000 people, indicates a tight
race between the ALP and the Liberal Party.

On a two-party preferred basis, the ALP leads with
%50.5 compared to Opposition Leader Peter Dutton’s
%49.5.

However, primary support for the ALP stands at %33,
while the Liberals are at %38.

A substantial portion of voters report experiencing "a
great deal of financial stress, "with Labor supporters
slightly more affected than conservatives.

Redbridge director Tony Barry emphasized that the
housing crisis presents a critical political challenge.
Barry noted, "Both major parties face a challenging
electoral arithmetic with low primary votes. The
government’s risk lies in the growing sentiment for
change and entrenched despondency among voters.

This prolonged grievance could unite fragmented
constituencies against the government.

However, the Coalition struggles to consistently break
through the %40 primary vote mark.

Earlier this year, Albanese faced backlash related to his
investment property.

Tenant Jim Flanagan, who had been renting Albanese’s
Dulwich Hill home for four years at a discounted rate
of 680$ per week, was informed that the property might
be sold due to Albanese’s personal circumstances,
including his upcoming wedding to Jodie Haydon.
Despite freezing Flanagan’s rent during the COVID19-
pandemic and maintaining it at a reduced rate, Albanese
has defended his decision to sell, stating, "I'm entitled to
make personal decisions, including selling property, as
my circumstances change."

Flanagan’s ex-wife, Chrissy Flanagan, praised Albanese’s
earlier decision to reduce their rent by %25 during the
pandemic and maintain it at that level, highlighting the
positive impact of that gesture.

As the housing crisis continues to unfold, the political
ramifications for Albanese and his government are likely
to become increasingly significant.

Backflip on LGBTQIA+ census
question after publlc backlash

Anthony Albanese, the first prime minister to march ina Gay and
Lesbian Mardi Gras, has backflipped on a decision to exclude
questions about gender and sexuality from the 2026 census.
After several Labor MPs broke ranks on the issue, Mr Albanese
told the ABC on Friday that a question would be mcludecl
prov1cled Australian Bureau of Statistics “testing goes OK”

“We’ ve been talking with the Australian Bureau of Stat1st1cs
and they” re going to test for a new question,” he said.

“One question about sexuality, sexual preference. They” 1l be
testing, makmg sure as well that people will have the option of
not answering it (if they) prefer not to answer.

Mr Albanese said a draft question had been developed this week.
Labor had promised to include LGBTQIA+ Australians in
the census, which is why revelations the Albanese government
would not caused a stir.

Asked why he was backflipping on the backflip, Mr Albanese
played down the polmcal pressure.

“This is the first time I” ve been asked about it,” he said.

“What thereisn” t going to be is holus-bolus massive changes
to the census because we think that it” s been pretty effective
in the past, and for a range of issues the census isn t the right
vehicle to engage with the community across a whole range of
issues.”

He said the census was “not the be all and end all” , adding

that the government collected data “inarange of ways~

The proposed quesuon s re-inclusion was simply part of a
moclermsmg process, according to M Albanese.

At least six Labor politicians had criticised the decision to not

count LGBTQ Australians in the next census, including Assistant

Health Minister Ged Kearney.

Alicia Payne, Michelle Ananda-Rajah and Jerome Laxale joined

Josh Burns and Peter Khalil in calling for the government to

reverse its call to not include new sexuality questions in the

census.

Opposition Leader Peter Dutton, who on Thursday had said the

question reflected a  “woke agenda” , on Friday said he was

prepared to discuss the issue with the government.

“We can have a sensible way forward, but the prime minister at

the moment I think is demonstrating he that has lost control of
the agenda,” Mr Dutton said.
Hours before Mr Albanese’ s announcement, Australia” s
Sex Discrimination Commissioner Anna Cody lashed out at
Jim Chalmers for defending the government” s decision not to
include questions about gender and sexuality.

The Treasurer sald on Thursday that the government was trying

to avoid “nastiness and weaponisation”
Albanese” s take a day later.
But  Ms Cody said Dr Chalmers’
patromsmg and exclusionist.
“The national census is about collecting data of all
Australians,”  she told the ABC on Friday morning.

“It needs to be a comprehensive, inclusive document and that
is what including LGBTQIA+ communities is about, making
sure it is an inclusive document rather than excluding a large
section of community.”

Ms Cody brushed off Dr Chalmers concerns about
weaponisation, saying “possible harm” wasnota “sufficient
excuse and that the decision to exclude the questions was
actually “harmful”

“The LGBTQIA+ communities are calling to be included,”
she said.

“It really is a patronising to then say because of the possible
harm to those communities, therefore we won’  tinclude them
atall.”

In a response to the Prime Minister” s about face, Ms Cody said
it showed the government had listened.

“T welcome the constructive response by the Prime Minister
and federal government to change the decision and commit to
including LGBTQIA+ Australians in the 2026 census,  she
said.

“The government has heard the concerns raised by
communities, who deserve the right to be counted in this
important national snapshot.”

Ms Cody said Australla had seen
prev1ous exclusions.”
“Today, the government listened. And we applaud that,”
said.

Jdiffering to Mr

justification was

“the widespread harms”  of

she
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Dutton: Governmentdecision
to halt gold mine tailings dam

was an election gamble

Opposition Leader Peter Dutton has said the government’s
decision to halt gold mine tailings dam was "political” and
aimed at winning over potential Greens voters.

Ms Plibersek, the federal environment minister, blocked the
proposed site for the McPhillips mine tailings dam in central-
west NSW because it violated sacred Aboriginal land.

"This environment minister is trying to please Greens voters and
voters who would have voted Labor but are now considering
voting Greens at the next election," Dutton said.

"That’s why this decision was made.

People’s lives have been affected, livelihoods have been
disrupted, the whole community has been disrupted.”

Dutton criticised Premier Anthony Albanese for not intervening
in the decision.

"I think the prime minister is happy with Tanya Plibersek’s
decision," Dutton said.

“I think this is a growing scandal for the Albanese government
because it” s about making a decision that will have an impact
on the outcome of the next election,”  he said.

Ms Plibersek and Mr Albanese’ s seats are in central Sydney,
key targets for the Greens who hold similar seats in Brisbane and
Melbourne.

Ms Plibersek recently rejected a tailings dam for a gold mine in
Blaine on Aboriginal heritage grounds.

On Thursday, she rejected claims that her decision on the tailings
dam would be the end of Regis Resources”  development.

“Look, I’ m not surprised that the company is trying to find
the cheapest and easiest way to do its tailings dam,”  she said.

“That” s what companies do. That’ s their responsibility to
their shareholders.

“My job as federal environment minister is to make sure that
projects can be done again in a reasonable way with little or no
environmental impact, and in this case, we” e not ignoring the
concerns of the local Aboriginal cultural heritage.

“The company said it needed to go back to the drawing board,
that it could take five or 10 years.

So that” s just nonsense because the bulk of the project has
been approved.”

NSW Labor Premier Chris Minns has criticised the decision
and called for it to be overturned.

Mr Minns said he was “optimistic”  that Regis Resources, the
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company behind the McPhillamys mine near Blayney, could
come up with an alternative dumping site that had not been
considered.

“Tam disappointed with the Commonwealth Government” s
decision,” he said.

“The application was made in 2019. It went through the
Independent Planning and Assessment Commission and every
other NSW government department.

“The last-minute defeat is disappointing for gold mining and
other critical minerals in NSW, which we desperately need
because coal mines are under pressure, particularly when it
comes to export markets.”
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Sutherland Medical Centre and
Mankarios Skin Cancer Clinic
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*Family Medicine.

*Child Heaith including Childhood
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Immunizations,

*Full Skin Examinations and
Treatment of Skin Cancers.

*Fully equipped procedure room.
*Workers’ Compensation Injuries.
*Pathology testing,
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*Comprehensive Medical
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Management.
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Asylum seeker sets himself
on fire after losing hope
of residing in Australia

The tragic death of an asylum
seeker in Dandenong has
highlighted the devastating
impact of the Australian
government’s refugee
policies, a Refugee Council
spokesperson said.

Manu was just 23 years old
and had a life ahead of him,
with its ups and downs.

But  there  was  the
psychological torment that
the Australian government’s
cruel and inhumane policies
had inflicted on him.

In addition to the personal challenges, the difficulty of
living in a mental and physical prison and the suppression
of freedoms.

This led him to believe that he had nothing left to live for."
We have seen countless refugees lose their lives while
waiting for permanent visas," said Rathi Barthlott, who was
by his side in hospital when he died.

"Now, we are grieving the loss of another young man,
like so many other young Tamils on temporary visas,” he
added.

He would wake up every day wondering if today would be
the day he would be forced to return to the persecution he
fled.”

Manu, a Christian from the Puttalam area of Sri Lanka,
arrived in Australia by boat from India in 2012.

He was detained for several months upon arrival, but was
eventually released and rejoined the community.

He came to Australia at the age of 11 with his parents and
four siblings after his family fled Sri Lanka due to threats
from the Sri Lankan military.

On Tuesday evening, Manu set himself on fire after
dousing himself with petrol, leaving 80 per cent of his body
with burns.

He later died of his injuries at Melbourne’s Alfred Hospital
ataround 12pm today.

"Manu has been waiting for more than 12 years to find out
if he could stay in Australia and escape the persecution he
feared in Sri Lanka," Barthlott said.

"He was fully aware of the statements made by the Home
Affairs Minister, Tony Burke, in which he expressed his
intention to deport asylum seekers who fell victim to the
fast-track process."

"His mental health has deteriorated under the pressure of
visa uncertainty, leading to this devastating outcome.

"We have now lost two lives in one month, and we fear
more could follow," he added.

Many Tamil asylum seekers have told me they would
rather die here than be returned to face torture in Sri Lanka.
I have always hoped these were just words. It is unfortunate
that this does not appear to be the case.”

Australia Today mourns Manu and extends its condolences
to his family and friends.

Australia Today urges all asylum seekers to contact the
newspaper to publish their applications and send them to
officials so that the matter can reach Parliament.
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