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0435 573 755

hexconstruction.com.au

IBEX

Construction
New Homes

Maintenance
Renovation

Ph: 755 573 0435
bexconstruction.com.a
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Are you ready to elevate your brand to new haights? Infroducing NANA Deasign
Co., your one-stop destination for all your craative needs!

Neead eye-catching banners that capture ottention and leave a lasting impres-
sion? Wewe got you covered!

Looking for business cards that exude professionalism and leave a lasting impres-
sion? MANA Design Co. delivers stunning designs tailored to your unigue style,
want to create a maogazine that not only captivates your audience but also re-
flects your brandss identity? Look no further! NANA Design Co, specializes in craft-
ing stunning magaozne layouts that tum heads.

Seeking a vibrant and engaging Flash player design that keeps your website visi-
tors hooked? Our team of experts will create an immersive digital experience that
sets your brand apart,

Have a special moment you want to preserve? Our Draw photo service will trans-
form your memeries into stunning hand-drown artwork, capturing the essence of
those precious moments.

Here at NANA Design Co.. we pride ourselves on delivering exceptional designs
that leave a losting impact. Weire possionate about bringing your ideas to life.
creating designs that are not only visually stunning but also strategically crofted fo
help your business succeed.

So. what are you walting for? Contact us today and let NANA Design Co. trans-
form your brandss iImage. Wewe ready o take your business to new heights!

Call now on

0499 910 365

admin@nanadesignaustralia.com
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The Pharmacy

Guild of Australia wecandomore.org.au e v wll s el

NSW Branch

n m ¢ Mix Trading online

The best Online Shopping in Australia

Mix Trading online Offers the best price and
fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365
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Follow us on our Social Media
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Sutherland Medical éentre and
Mankarios Skin Cancer Clinic

Services
*Family Medicine.
*Child Health including Childhood
Immunizations.

*Women’s Health. - g = == = .‘
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Full Skin Examinations and Sl s ;
Tre tment of Skin C rs Sy, #1 o
*Fully equipped procedure room.
*Workers' Compensation Injuries.

*Pathology testing.
Pr -em?l yment Medical

*Comprehen. Medica
Assessmel ts dcnro J Dise.
Management.

*Psychology.

Established in 2002 by:
Dr Ramsis Farag, Dr Nabil Mankarios, Dr Mona Mikhail,
and Dr Faten Wassef.

Dr Nabil Mankarios is an experienced Skin Cancer Practitioner
who started working in this field in 1997.
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Israel’s bravery has exposed the lie at
the heart of Starmerfs

i
i

By Allister Heath

Robbed of its moral bearings, bereft of any sense of right and
wrong, incapable of distinguishing heroes from villains, the
West can no longer celebrate when good triumphs over evil.

Israel” s brilliantly audacious booby-trapping of thousands
of Hezbollah pagers, followed by the blowing up of the terror
group’ s walkie-talkies, is a stunning fillip for the forces of
civilisation worldwide.

A tiny nation of just 9.3 million, of which 7.2 million are
Jewish, living in a country the size of Wales, reeling from
the worst anti-Semitic pogroms since the Holocaust, Israel
is leading the war against barbarism, its young conscripts
doing a job that would once have required intervention by a
Western coalition acting as global policeman.

The fact that so many in Britain, Europe and America,
especially the young, no longer take Israel” s side in this
existential combat exemplifies our cultural, intellectual and
ethical degeneration.

The Biden administration is obsessed with preventing
“escalation” , even though that is what is required if Iran
is to be stopped from gaining the means to wage a nuclear
World War III. All too predictably, America, seemingly
determined to ensure the survival of every regional terror
group, appeared upset at the successtul attack on Hezbollah.
David Lammy, our foreign secretary, is delivering speeches
claiming climate change is a worse threat than terrorism; in
a rational world, Lammy would be privately congratulating
his Israeli counterparts for the most successful surgical
operation ever conducted against a terrorist organisation,
with few civilian casualties, and pledging Britain” s help.

Instead, Keir Starmer has turned against Israel, banning the
sales of some weapons — a policy that Germany appears
intent on following — and refusing to oppose lawsuits
against the Jewish state, in an unforgivable moral inversion.

Labour has placed Britain on the side of those nihilists
masquerading as human rights lawyers who negate the
essential distinction between victims and aggressors,
between rule-bound, democracies desperate to minimise
civilian casualties, and bloodthirsty dictatorships for whom
their people are pawns to be sacrificed.

Hezbollah is funded and controlled by the Iranian regime,
an obscurantist, fascistic, millenarian tyranny that persecutes
minorities, women and dissidents. Violating human rights
and plotting war crimes is Hezbollah” s raison d’ ¢ tre:
its 150,000 missiles point towards civilian centres and,
like Hamas and Iran itself, it seeks Israel’ s liquidation,
guaranteeing the massacre, expulsion or subjugation of
Jews. Hezbollah has forced some 63,473 Israelis to flee their
homes since October 7. This is unsustainable and explains
why a major Israeli response is looming; obscenely, this will
trigger widespread condemnation of the Jewish state.

Western foreign policy is a mishmash of cowardice, delusion
and contradictions. Iran is a threat to the world; its alliance
with Russia is deepening. Turkey, led by the despot Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, has threatened Israel with invasion, yet
remains part of Nato. Qatar, which puts up senior Hamas
terrorists in luxury hotels, is a major non-Nato ally of the
US, home to a crucial Western military base and a major
investor in London. Egypt, a recipient of US aid, has
tolerated myriad tunnels to southern Gaza, refused to let in
any Palestinians and, bizarrely, is not held responsible for
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supplying Gaza with provisions, that task falling to Israel.
None of the three latter regimes face sanctions: global ire is
reserved for Israel.

One reason Western elites have become so Israelophobic is
that, infected by wokery, they increasingly loathe Europe” s
and America’ s history and traditions, and view the Jewish
state as a standout example of a Western model they reject.

Winston Churchill would be convicted for crimes against
humanity today, as would Franklin D Roosevelt and Harry
Truman. D-Day would be ruled illegitimate because so
many French civilians died during the Battle of Normandy.

Democracies might as well not bother with nuclear weapons,
for detonating one, even in retaliation for an unprovoked
attack, would be deemed a war crime. I’ m in favour of
much stricter rules than those governing World War I,
of doing everything possible to protect civilians, but this is
madness.

The Just War is a foundational principle. States have the
right to defend themselves. Every civilian life lost as collateral
damage is a tragedy, but pacifism is a deluded utopia that
fails to grasp the reality of the human condition. It is madness
to criminalise all warfare, and despicable to focus on that
conducted by democracies and ignore that advanced by our
enemies.

Itis equally stupid to entrust so much power to legal activists.
Much historic anti-Semitism has been ratified by kangaroo
courts, including during the 1930s. The Trial of the Talmud
took place in France in 1240, with rabbis forced to defend
religious texts against trumped-up accusations of blasphemy
and obscenity.

Other bigot-fests masquerading as ordinary trials include
the Disputations of Barcelona and Tortosa, the Damascus
Affair, the Dreyfus affair that prompted Emile Zola’” s
seminal ]” accuse, and the trial of Mendel Beilis in Ukraine
in 1913. Tt is a well-established model that hasn” t gone
out of fashion in far-Left quarters. They no longer explicitly
single out religious beliefs or individuals but leverage lawfare
to delegitimise what just happens to be the only Jewish state.

The fact that the International Criminal Court and the
International Court of Justice have the trappings of a
legitimate legal setting does not mean they necessarily
embody justice. The fact that their rulings are deemed
legitimate by Left-wing elites doesn” t automatically make
them such. The fact that today’ s blood libels take on
the language of “human rights” doesn’ t make them
less monstrous. The fact that it is possible for a country as
unjustly governed as South Africa to lead a genocide case
against Israel proves that the entire system is rotten. The case
is backed by Iran, Brazil” s far-Left president, Ireland and
Egypt: we must have been transported into an alternative,
Kafkaesque universe.

Israel is the supreme embodiment of law-bound national,
democratic sovereignty, of peoplehood, of matching
a nation to a state, of post-imperialism, of capitalism
and technology, and of the continued relevance of the
monotheistic religions. If you tear down Israel, you destroy
the very ideas that underpin the West, the international
order implodes and the autocracies triumph.

The stakes are thus unbelievably high. We must support
Israel, and allow it to finish the job of annihilating Hamas
and defeating Hezbollah.

THE MUSIC

STOPPED...!!!

Cloaked by the Noise of Wars & Hatred...
In the World around us ; The Music Stopped...!

Saddened, Nature Stopped composing its Music...
& beneath the cloak of Wars, became Silently
Comatic.. ;

~ The twitters of Birds changed to Faint & Dim...
~ The Wind in caressing the Flowers, lost its
touches» Rhythm.
~ The Waves on the Seas, do now voicelessly

~ The Cardinal-Bird, no more Sings...
~ All the other Birds forgot how to play the Notes
of their flapping Wings...
~ Every Branch of the Trees, in the Air,
breahthlessly Swings...1!!

And the Song of Songs disappeared from the
Bible...
From the Houses of Prayers ;is banished the sound
of'a Canticle...!!!

FOR ;~

On this Earth are only left .. Revenge & Anger...
With the loss of the Love for one Another...!!!

Thus, turning the Skies to continuous Nights...
As the World under the cloak of HATRED, Slides
down away from Lights !

The Human Heart ASKS . ;~

«Worldy, are you not yet ready to Awaken?...
«Humanity «, will you not repeat the famous
words you had Spoken...?

When reminding All Human Hearts your

THAT. ;~

~In Hatred, is only Bitterness.& in Sorrow, only
Tears to Weep...
~ That if All unite & to UNITY , All believe to
keep ...
& From beneath the cloak of Wars, where Music
is Asleep.. ;
All Together, with Shared LOVE ; The Earth>s
Strangled Musical Sounds, Release...
To Spread back all over the Universe;

THE MUSIC OF «(PEACEy...!!!
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Victoria

Taxpayers to fork out 8378m extra after
Melbourne Metro Tunnel cost blowout

The Victorian government
has announced an 837%
million cost blowout on the
long-awaited Metro Tunnel
project.

The now 13.48§ billion
project aims to connect
Melbourne’s east and west
through the creation of an
end-to-end rail line and
five new underground train

stations.
Transport  Infrastructure
Minister Danny Pearson

today called a snap media
conference where he blamed
rising building, material
and labour costs and
unprecedented global events
for driving up the cost.

"The reality (is), since
2017, nobody could have
predicted a once-in-100-

year pandemic, nobody
could have  predicted
conflict in Gaza and in

Ukraine and nobody could
have predicted interest rate
spikes," Pearson said.

"It is just costing more to
build anything, anywhere in

I |
the world, and we are now

facing similar  challenges
here in Melbourne as a
result.”

The project was Initially
costed at 10.9$ billion when
it was announced in 2016
and has since undergone
several cost blowouts.
Pearson said up to 745%
million of the additional
taxpayer  funds  would
go toward the project’s
construction partner Cross
Yarra Partnership, which
will be chipping in a similar
amount.

"We want to make sure
the authority have all the
resources it needs to get on

and deliver this project,”
Pearson said.

Pearson went as far as to
blame the former Coalition
government back in 2010
for not building the project
sooner.

'T just can’t believe that the
transport infrastructure
minister would come out
today and blame everybody
else but themselves for a
budget blowout," transport
infrastructure shadow
minister David Southwick
said.

Upon completion of the
project, new tunnels on
the Sunbury, Cranbourne
and Pakenham lines will

run through five new CBD
stations - Arden, Parkville,
State Library, Town Hall
and Anzac.

Passengers will be able
to travel all the way from
Sunbury to Cranbourne or
Pakenham without changing
trains.

Pearson said the project was
going through a "testing and
trialling stage".

"We are so close. We are
three stations down, two
to go and this project will
be completed in 12 ,2025
months ahead of schedule,”
Pearson said.

"The Victorian economy
is incredibly strong and
incredibly vibrant because
of these investments we're
making.

"We are absolutely
committed to delivering this
project because Melbourne
needs the Metro Tunnel.
"Ttis as simple as that."
Pearson did not divulge how
far into 2025 the project
would be completed.

Youth crime in Victoria soars to highest level

Youth crimein Victoriahas
soared to its highest level
since 2010, while domestic
violence incidents hit a
-10year-high, concerning
new crime data shows.
Released today, the Crime
Statistics Agency figures
show the overall number
of  criminal  offences
jumped more than 9 per
cent in the year to June,
with theft, specifically from
cars, leading the surge.
Crimes committed by
children aged 10 to 17 shot
up more than 20 per cent
year-on-year, with more
than 23,000 incidents
recorded.

Young  offenders  are
being driven to commit
robberies and car thefts,
according to the data.
Police say the statistics
continue to be driven
by opportunistic young
offenders targeting
predominantly unlocked
homes.

The total number of
aggravated residential
burglaries has sky rocketed
18 per cent year-on-year.
Almost 100,000 domestic
violence incidents across
Victoria in the year to June
led to a 6.1 per cent jump
compared to last year.
"Family incidents and
assaults have reached the
highest levels in a decade,
with a notable rise in
aggravated assaults on

females and breaches of
intervention orders, often
accompanied by criminal

damage,” CSA  chief
statistician Fiona Dowsley
said.

Despite  the  alarming
figures, the Crime Statistics
Agency  stressed  that

population growth played
a role in skewing the
results.

They estimated the actual
overall crime rate increase
to be closer to 6.7 per cent.
Road policing assistant
commissioner Glenn Weir
said Victoria Police was
"absolutely (taking the
statistics) as a matter of
concern”.

"When people see that
they will be concerned, we
get that," Weir said.

"But they should also be
very very confident that
we are absolutely doing
everything we can to make
sure we target those people
doing harm."

Late last the

month

since 2010, new data shows

Victorian government
backflipped on its
commitment to increase
the age of criminal

responsibility to 14 by
2027 as part of ongoing
youth justice reforms.
Premier Jacinta Allan said
the government would
take decisive action against
youth offenders, including
strengthening the bail test
for young people who
commit serious crimes.
She confirmed the
government would move
to raise the age of criminal
responsibility to 12 but
would not go any further.
Police minister Anthony
Carbines  called  the
latest  crime  statistics
"disappointing”, but came
to the defense of Victoria
Police’s efforts to curb
crime.

"What we're also seeing
is that there is a particular
cohort of young offenders,
repeat  offender, who
continue to disregard the

law," Carbines said.

70,00 arrests over the
past year demonstrates
that Victoria Police are
working harder than ever
before to hold offenders to
account.”

It comes amid drawn out
negotiations between
police and the state
government over pay and
working conditions.
Today Carbines
acknowledged  Victoria
Police officers deserve a
pay rise, but said it must
be negotiated at the Fair
Work Commission.
Officers will be out in force
across the long weekend
policing crowds around
footy finals and targeting
impaired drivers, as part of
operation scoreboard.
Shadow police minister
Brad Battin urged the
premier to reverse cuts to
crime prevention.

"Jacinta Allan and her
government continuously
have their head in the sand
when it comes to youth
crime," Battin said.

"Yet we've seen a 20 per
cent increase year on year,
on the crimes committed
by those under the age of
18."

"Tacinta Allan’s first job
is to protect the safety of
Victorians, yet she actually
cut 11$ million from crime
prevention across —our
state."

Anthony Koutoufides, Labor and the
Greens call out war of words between
Arron Wood and Nick Reece’s teams

Several contenders in the battle for the city’
taken a veiled swipe at the two frontrunners and their teams,

s top job have
calling them out for playing politics and descending into  “petty
squabbles”

The Melbourne lord mayoral race reached boiling point on
Wednesday night when the team behind candidate Arron Wood
hit back at claims his ticket was aligned with the Greens, accusing
Lord Mayor Nick Reece” s campaign of “grubby”  tactics.
But on Thursday, Carlton great Anthony Koutoufides, Labor
and the Greens condemned the rhetoric that has this week
dominated the political debate.

“We will let the others fight amongst themselves over
preferences and politics,”  Mr Koutoufides said.

“We instead will fight for the people who live and work in the
City of Melbourne.”

Labor” s Phil Reed said his ticket would not be distracted by the

“petty squabbles between the high-paid consultants working
for some of the candidates”

“Our focus is on making sure the voices of residents are heard
at this election,” he said.

A Greens spokesperson said its ticket was focused on important
issues, “not political debate over preferences”

“The Greens focus is on listening to the Melbourne community
and fighting for action on the issues they care most about like the
cost of living, housing and climate change,”  they said.

“Our campaign reflects getting our positive message out to the

community who we know want to see action on these issues, not
political debate over preferences.”
On Wednesday night, Team Wood denied it was aligned with
the Greens after preferences were released by the Victorian
Electoral Commission and launched an attack on Mr Reece” s
campaign.

“Team Wood is proud to have independent leadership that
is focused on getting back to basics and giving our city a fresh
start,” a Team Wood spokesperson said.

“ Attacks relating to preferences are grubby and to be expected
from the faceless men behind Dan Andrews who locked down
Melbourne longer than any c1ty 1r1 the world and are now
running Nick Reece’ s campaign.

When asked on Thursday if he shared that view, Mr Reed —

who has preferenced Mr Wood over Mr Reece, a long-time
Labor member — said Mr Andrews’ leadership steered
Victoria safely through the greatest health crisis the community
had ever faced.

“The Labor for Melbourne team proudly rides on his policy
coat-tails,” he said.

After calling the statement from Team Wood on Wednesday
night “unhinged and bizarre” , a Team Reece spokesperson
on Thursday said Mr Wood was in  “damage control”

“He’ sbeen caught out preferencing the Greens and putting a
Green on his council ticket,”  they said.

“In stark contrast, Lord Mayor Nick Reece is focused on what
matters to the people and traders of Melbourne — freezing rates
for residents and businesses, improving city safety and building
more affordable homes.”

The VEC website shows that Team Wood has placed the Greens
at No.7 on its ballot paper, while Team Reece has the Greens at
No.6.

Mr Wood on Thursday said his ticket was
the misinformation and spin being peddled by other teams in
this campaign”

“Melburnians want action on tackling the cost of living crisis
and making our city safer and cleaner,” he said.

“The only way to give Melbourne the fresh start it deserves is
to get back to basics and change the leadership at Town Hall.”
As the war of words between the two teams escalated on
Wednesday night, Mr Reece and Mr Wood were seated next to
each other ata candidates’  debate for international students.
In front of a crowd, the pair shared a laugh and appeared at ease,
with Mr Wood posting a photo to social media on Thursday of
them side-by-side at the event.

« . .
not interested in
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Undie-Gate MP Gareth Ward to be
investigated by parliamentary probe

Embattled MP Gareth Ward will now face a parliamentary
probe into allegations he turned up at parliament at 4am
on a Sunday morning wearing nothing but underpants,
socks and a T-shirt.
The Kiama MP was referred to the Parliamentary Privileges
and Ethics committee on Thursday afternoon after The
Daily Telegraph revealed the bombshell allegations after a
months-long investigation.
The Standing Committee on Parliamentary Privileges and
Ethics will investigate whether Mr Ward” s behaviour on
that Sunday morning  “gives rise to any issues concerning
the appropriate conduct of a Member with respect to their
responsibilities and duties to their constituents and the
safety and welfare of parliamentary staff”
The committee has been asked to make recommendations
as to whether the parliament should take any action
havmg regard to all the circumstances relating to the
member
This is the second time Mr Ward has been referred to the
Privileges Committee, with the first being in May 2023
when a motion was passed requesting the parliamentary
privileges committee report on members who are facing
criminal charges. Mr Ward was not directly named in the
motion.
Mr Ward is currently battling allegations he sexually
assaulted a -17year-old man and had non-consensual
sexual intercourse with another man in his 20s at his Potts
Point apartment.
Mr Ward was suspended from parliament in 2022 after
being charged with the offences but was re-elected at the
2023 election.
He has pleaded not guilty, and is due to go to trial next year.
He has previously issued a statement strongly denying the
allegations.
Prior to the latest referral Gareth Ward hit out at Premier

Chris Minns”  response to the scandal.

The Klama MP accused Mr Minns of making “cutting
comments” andusinga “poor choice of words” earlier
on Thursday.

“Blind Freddy would also say this isn’ t the first time
an incident like this has happened with this member of
parliament, so it’s a major concern,” Minns said.
and I think by common consent, far from appropriate in
the workplace,” the Premier said.

In reply, Mr Ward — who is legally blind — said that was
a poorly chosen phrase.

‘1" m used to getting smeared by Labor and the premier
— and his reference to  ‘blind Freddy” in the context of
someone who is legally blind is a poor choice of words,”
Mr Ward said.

“Iknowhe’s notlike that,soI” llletitslide.1” m focused
on combating the Premier’s cuts to my community rather
than his cutting comments.”

Mr Minns said allegations contamed in a top-secret report
of Mr Ward’s behaviour were “very serious” , that
parliament would be looking at next steps as to whether
he would be censured and referred to the privileges
committee.

Mr Ward also denied lying about how long it took to walk
from his home to parliament on the night in question.
The Daily Telegraph on Wednesday revealed bombshell
allegations against the independent MP — who is due to
face court next year over alleged sex offences — following

a months-long investigation into an incident in the early
hours of Sunday July 21.
»
“These are very serious facts,

Mr Minns said.

“It wouldn’ t be appropriate at the Commonwealth
Bank or the Department of Education and I think taxpayers
would say it is not appropriate in the NSW parliament
either.

Mr Minns said he was expecting an explanation of the
behaviour from both parliamentary staff and Mr Ward.

“We’ 1l be looking at their explanations in the hours
ahead but this is a workplace, not just for members of
parliament that work in the parliamentary building and
we’ ve all got a responsibility to uphold the standard of
behaviour inside that building, even ifitisat4 o’ clock in
the morning,” he said.

“Obviously parliament has to make its decision about
what the next steps are, I’ m sure my colleagues have
been lookmg at the allegations — we do regard them as
serious.

Mr Minns said the fact this was not the first incident from
the Kiama MP was cause for concern.

The secret report into the incident, provided to a select
group of parliamentary officials, alleged that Mr Ward tried
to enter the building at about 4.20am on July 21 wearing a

“T-shirt, underwear, (and) socks,” with a gash on his

head.
In a statement, Mr Ward said he had locked himself out
of his nearby apartment after being woken by a noise. Mr
Ward has two Sydney homes — one in Potts Point, and
one in Woolloomooloo. Mr Ward said his apartment was
aboutan “eight minutes walk/jog”  to parliament.

“Having been woken and responding to a noise at the
rear of my apartment, I locked myself out of my property
in the early hours of 21 July,” he said.

"Given it was freezing at around 4AM in July, with no
prospect of getting a locksmith, not having my phone
and with my property around eight minutes Walk/)og to
parliament, I went to parliament to get my spare key.”

It took the Telegraph 11 minutes and 27 seconds to walk
the same journey yesterday afternoon.

Mr Ward denied that he was drunk on the morning
in question. He did not deny that he was only wearing
underwear.

Mr Ward arrived at parliament” s front entrance on
Thursday at 10.30am, before attending Question Time.
He left about 5.30pm, running out the back entrance to get
into a waiting Uber.

Warning of delays as part of Sydney:s <bendy bus> fleet
pulled from service over mechanical fault

A large section of Sydney’s bus fleet has been pulled from
service after a mechanical fault was found.

A routine inspection uncovered cracks in the connecting
plate of the Volvo B12- BLE model, also known as the
"bendy buses".

Transport for NSW has been forced to park the fleet,
which will mean cancellations and crammed buses on
some of the City’s busiest routes. The loss of 39 articulated
coaches, known as the "bendy buses" has put a strain on
the daily commute.

"The first bus came past and I was waiting because it was
too full, so I ended up being late," one commuter said
today.

"You're like sardines, there’s no privacy," another said.
Transport for NSW Chief Excecutive Howard Collins
said the state was working on a fix with suppliers.

"We're working with the chassis manufacturer now to

say can we have a new component of a new design, and
as we do that we will be changing them out as quickly as
possible," he said.

"But it will take several weeks.

"So expect you may be queuing, or there may be
cancellations or delays, so watch out for that.

"This is a precautionary measure, it’s not as if they’re
unsafe. We want these vehicles to be in good order,"
Collins said. Services from the Northern Beaches to
Manly and the city will be impacted, including the 165X,
170X and 199 routes.

The 120 service between Willoughby and the City will
also lose capacity.

The 309 and 310 from Mascot to Redfern will also be
affected.

The specific model of the bus was custom built nearly 20
years ago, and has had its fair share of mechanical issues.

Union slams NSW ban on ticketless
fines, cites increased risk to rangers

The union is up in arms over the NSW government” s
decision to ban ticketless parking fines, warning the
move will put parking rangers at greater risk of assault
and abuse.

Union officials claim the change could take rangers

“back to the bad old days”
on the job.

The government’ s legislation, introduced by
Finance Minister Courtney Houssos, will effectively
ban councils from issuing parking fines without
placing a physical notification on the vehicle.

The legislation aims to prevent drivers from being
tined without their knowledge, a practice that saw
councils collect 155$ million in revenue last year.

Ms. Houssos emphasised that the reform was a win
for motorists, following concerns that many councils
had been issuing ticketless fines despite being ordered
to stop.

Under the new rules, parking rangers will be required
to attach a visible notification, such as a sticker or
traditional parking ticket, to cars receiving fines,
with repeat penalties for the same offence also being
invalidated.

But the union representing parking rangers has
strongly condemned the move.

United Services Union General Secretary Graeme
Kelly OAM warned that eliminating ticketless fines
will increase the risk of physical harm to rangers,
recalling instances where workers have been seriously
injured.

“Removing ticketless parking fines will take rangers
back to the bad old days where they suffered broken
jaws, black eyes, and daily abuse for simply doing their
job,”  Kelly said.

“Parking inspectors have a tough job, and like every
other worker, they deserve to go home safely each
day, not end up in a coma in hospital.”

Kelly recounted a recent incident where a parking
ranger was run down in Enmore, suffering brain and
spinal injuries that left him in a coma for two weeks.
He added that the union had proposed alternative
solutions, such as linking council fines to the car
registration system, which could notity drivers via text
message when they receive a fine.

He also criticised the government for failing to
consider the significant financial investment councils
have made in ticketless parking technology, which
will now be rendered obsolete.

“Councils have invested hundreds of thousands of
ratepayers’  dollars in ticketless parking technology,
and now it’ s just going to be junked without
compensation,”  Kelly said.

Kelly argued that if the government was concerned
about real-time fine notification, it should extend
similar practices to speeding fines, seatbelt violations.

“Parking inspectors are being put in danger for a
government sugar hit to boost its popularity. It” s
disgraceful,” he said.

Ms. Houssos, however, defended the changes as
necessary for transparency and fairness to drivers,
with the legislation to be set today.

of facing daily threats
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Anthony Albanese

snaps at morning

news host over inflation remark

Anthony Albanese has snapped at Nine’ s Sarah Abo after
the Today host pressed him on his government’ s fiscal
management.

Ms Abo was drilling the Prime Minister on inflation, which
dropped in August, according to official data released on
Wednesday.

But analysts have said the situation, while improving, was more
complicated, warning against taking the new figures on face
value.

“You know, and as economists have told us as well, that that 2.7
per cent rate is really just mirroring ** the energy rebate that” s
out there, and actually the inflation rate is 3.5 per cent,”  Ms Abo
said.

But the presenter was cut off mid sentence when Mr Albanese
interjected.

“No, that” snotright!”  he said.

Ms Abo tried to continue, saying that Reserve Bank chief Michele
Bullock “hasn’ t moved the rates,” but the Prime Minister
interrupted again.

“That” snotright,” he said.

“Sarah, with respect, every single one of the inflation figures,
whether it be the excluding volatile, is down from 3.7 to three,
trim means down from 3.8 to 3.4 and the headline figures down
frorn 3.5t02.7.

“Every one of the figures that were released }/esterday is heading
in the right direction. That” s a good thing.
The Australian Bureau of Statistics reported annual headline
inflation for the month of August dropped from 3.5 per cent to
2.7 per cent, with underlying inflation also fell from 3.8 per cent
to 3.4 per cent.

But the Reserve Bank wants inflations to fall within 3-2 per cent,
before the central bank will cut rates.

Ms Bullock made clear on Tuesday, when the central bank
decided to hold the official cash rate 4.35 per cent, the bank” s
board was firmly sticking to its target inflation band and would
look for “sustainable” moves downward before cutting rates.
In her interview with the Prime Minister, Ms Abo pushed on,
asking if he thought the Reserve Bank” s governor was wrong,
But Mr Albanese dodged the question.

“What our job has been is to get that downward pressure on
inflation at the same time as we ve delivered on cost of living
relief, including the energy bill relief,” he said.

“We think that’ s a good thing, that that” s put downward
pressure on inflation. ~ But at the same time as well, tax cuts for
every taxpayer, fee free TAFE, cheaper childcare.

“All of these measures makrng a difference for people at the
same time as wages are increasing because we want people to earn
more and to keep more of what they earn."

Treasurer Jim Chalmers says ‘a lot at stake’
in upcoming two-day China talks

Treasurer Jim Chalmers will be in Beijing for high levels talks in
the first such visit in seven years, with fears declines in China’s
economy could have domestic repercussions.

A struggling construction and real estate sector in China, which
takes 85 per cent of Australia’s iron ore exports, has led to
weakened steel production there.

Mr Chalmers told reporters on Wednesday the two-day talks
would focus on  “stabilising our economic relationship with
China”

It's the first post-Covid meeting of the Strategic Economic
Dialogue (SED), which was last attended by then-treasurer Scott
Morrison in 2017.

The former prime minister was also the last Australian treasurer to
visit China when he attended the talks seven years ago with then
trade minister Steven Ciobo.

“We’re not immune from weakness in the Chinese economy
and that’s why it’s so important that over the next two days,” Mr
Chalmers said. “T’ll be meeting with key Chinese counterparts in
Beijing.” Describing the dynamic between China and Australia as
complex “but full of opportunity” , hesaida “stable economic
relationship”  was to the benefit of “Australian workers and
businesses investors and our country more broadly”

“Our approach to China has been to co-operate where we can,
disagree where we must, but also always engage in Australia’s
national interest,” he said.

“We recognise that there’s a lot at stake and a lot to gain from a
more stable economic relationship with China.

“We've got a big opportunity
to make sure that both countries
benefitfrom the complementarity
of our economies while always
advancing  and  protecting
Australia’s national interests.”
Mr Chalmers added that ahead
of the meeting, he had spoken
to mining giants BHP, Fortescue
and Woodside, plus banking
executives at Macquarie and HSBC, and business peak body
group the Business Council of Australia (BCA).

BCA chief executive Bran Black said the organisation supported

“strong and open dialogues” between Australia and China,
and said it would strengthen future economic growth and trade
opportunrtres “One in four )obs in Australia rely on trade, so
growing our export potential is fundamental to our economic
success, said Mr Black.

“Trade with China will continue to be a priority and the BCA

is pleased there has been a continuing stabilisation in the trading
relationship.”
With iron ore prices falling to their lowest since 2022, the forecast
has improved after the China central bank made unprecedented
moves to ease borrowing measuring to boost its economy on
Tuesday. In response, Australia mining giants BHP surged 3.29
per cent to 41.12$, Rio Tinto rallied 3.66 per cent to 116.45$ and
Fortescue climbed 1.75 per cent to 18$.

RBA announces new interest rate
The Reserve Bank has held the cash rate at 4.35 per cent following

its board meeting on Tuesday, flagging that inflation is “still too
high”
The seventh consecutive hold was widely tipped by economists and
investors, which means homeowners will be slugged with the -13
year high cash rate until at least November 5, Melbourne Cup Day,
when the board is slated to meet next.
In a statement, the RBA acknowledged 1nﬂatlon had
substantially” but it was still beyond the “midpoint”
board’s target band of 2 to 3 per cent.
The board again indicated further rate rises could be in play.
“The board is not ruling anything in or out. Policy will need to
be sufﬁcrently restrictive until the board is conﬁdent that inflation is
moving sustainably towards the target range,” the RBA statement
said. It warned there wasa  “high level of uncertainty” on future
rate decisions, and while other centra banks had begun cutting rates,
they remained “alert to risks’ and “geopolitical uncertainties
remain pronounced".
The board reiterated
reasonable timeframe”

“fallen
of the

“returning inflation to target within a
was its highest priority, stating underlying

decision, holding at 4.35 per cent
inflation, currently at 3.7 per cent, was still too high.
According to its August forecasts, the all-important figure is not
predicted to fall into the target range until late 2025, before it reaches
the midpoint in 2026.
Governor Michele Bullock said the central bank” s outlook had
not changed since the August meeting, stating that progress on
moving underlying inflation has  “been slow”
However unlike previous meetings, the board did not consider a
rate hike. “We've considered in detail whether our current settings
are sufficientl y restrictive and judged that based on what we know at
the moment,  she said.
Ms Bullock said the board would not lower rates until it was

“confident”  underlying inflation was reduced, and said the board
remained Vlgllant to the upside risk to inflation”
While Wednesday” s monthly inflation update is tipped to show
headline inflation has dropped to 2.7 per cent — W1th1n the RBA
target range — Ms Bullock Warned the figures were “volatile”
Although she said this would be reﬂectmg cost-of-living relief,”

which  “was 1mp0rtant it was  “not really reflective of the
underlying inflation”

Aussies paying more
than ever for petrol,
new data shows

Australian motorists are spending more than ever before on
Petrol, data from NRMA has revealed.

Sydney is currently enduring the longest petrol price cycles on
record, taking as long as seven weeks to peak.

The data also revealed that 45 per cent of Sydney service stations
are staying in the top end of the petrol price cycle for longer, and
are charging the maximum prices possible.

The average cost of petrol this year for regular unleaded was 212.2
cents at the top of the price cycle, the NRMA found.

The lowest averge price was 182.3 cents per litre, with a gap
between the top and bottom of Sydney’s price cycles being almost
30 cents a litre.

The largest gap between the cheapest and most expensive service
stations in Sydney was a record 59.2 cents per litre, the NRMA
said.

"Price cycles are unique to Australia and while we have seen them
across our largest cities for almost two decades we are now seeing
similar trends in larger regional towns located near the capitals,”
NRMA spokesperson Peter Khoury said.

"NRMA research exposed the reality of these cycles: they are
lasting longer, prices rise up-to three times faster than they fall.
"With this latest research we know that the majority of service
stations in Sydney are charging the maximum price longer at the
top of the cycle — there are no more outliers."

The NRMA is launching a new program through their app to help
Australians save money at the pump.

Millions in Unclaimed Funds
on Unused Opal Cards: How
to Get Your Money Back

More than 143$ million is sitting idle on Opal cards that haven’t
been used in over a year, according to a freedom of information
investigation by 9News. This unclaimed cash is spread across
18 million Opal cards, with 119.5$ million on adult cards, 16.3$
million on child passes, 7.6$ million on senior cards, and another
118,000$ on concession cards.

Josh Murray, Secretary of Transport for NSW, explained how
commuters can reclaim the money from their unused cards.
"Simply grab your old Opal card and use the number on the back
to check the balance via the Opal app. You can transfer the funds
to a new card or apply for a refund on our website if you”  re not
going to use it," Murray said.

Even if your Opal card is unregistered, you can still apply for a
refund by completing an online form and providing an Australian
bank account.

Over the past five years, the amount of forgotten cash on Opal
cards has doubled, with %60 of commuters now opting to tap
on using their bank cards or mobile phones instead. Some Opal
cards may have up to 250$ waiting to be reclaimed.

To make it easier for commuters to track and recover their unused
funds, the Department of Transport is considering upgrading the
Opal app.
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Former Treasurer Joe Hockey
says small nuclear reactors
“are coming”
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Former Treasurer Joe Hockey says Australia will
inevitably have to embrace nuclear energy, appearing
to support the Coalition” s plan to build seven nuclear
energy plants.

Mr Hockey told the National Press Club on Thursday
power-hungry data centres spurred by the growth in
artificial intelligence would force Australia to reconsider
its energy needs, and pointed to the incorporation of
nuclear technology in the US.

“I don’ t know how we’ re going to meet the
massive demand for energy over the next few years,
said Mr Hockey, who now runs a Washington-based
advisory firm Bondi Partners, and was Australia’ s US
ambassador between 2016 to 2020.

“My view is small nuclear reactors are coming and
we’ re going to be buying. Whoever” s in government
WrH be buying.

“Other than that, I don
my kids, my grandkids.”
Mr Hockey also pointed to Microsoft” srecent deal with
US giant Constellation Energy to reopen a unit of the
infamous US nuclear power plant Three Mile Island to
power its data centres, with its found Bill Gates investing
heavily in nuclear as well.

While the Coalition has yet to release its costing for its
nuclear strategy, Opposition Leader Peter Dutton said
he believed Australia had a “huge play” and was a

“natural home” in supplying data storage for other
countries, however we currently lacked the energy
output.

“The reality of Al is that it is going to need that baseload
power. It” s not going to rely on intermittent power.
It” s not going to rely on the storage capacity that we
have now,” Mr Dutton said on Monday.

“At the moment, I think we’ re playing ourselves out
of that game.”

Mr Dutton has previously said the first of the government-
owners generators would come online from 2035, with
sites proposed in Queensland, NSW, Victoria, South
Australia and Western Australia.

Energy Minister Chris Bowen has repeatedly called on
the Opposition to release the costings and modelling of
the plans.

“It” sbeen months — more than three months — since
Peter Dutton announced his nuclear sites,” Mr Bowen
said on Monday, following Mr Dutton” s speech.

“He said the costings and details would follow, and the
Australian people are still waiting. The Austrahan people
deserve better. They deserve the details.”

Mr Hockey also shared his opinion on the upcoming
US election, saying that while Ms Harris was winning the

enthusrasm battle,” Republican candidate Donald
Trump was “very competitive”

‘I think out of every 100 people voting for Trump, four
to five would not admitit. They” re just going to do it,”
he said.

“And polls have just been consistently wrong about
Trump. Take Wisconsin: They underestimated
Trump’ s vote by 7 per cent in 2016 and they
underestimated by 5 per cent in 2020.”

Desprte this, he didn’ t go as far to tip a winner, stating:

“You’ dbea fool to call it now”

Mr Hockey said he also believed Australia was in an

“incredibly good position with both candidates,” and
backed the work of current US ambassador and former
Labor prime minister Kevin Rudd.

“I was hoping to get through the National Press Club
without mentioning his name, but Kevin Rudd is doing a

pretty good job,” he said.

t want the lights to go out on

Bill Shorten, Peter Dutton trade blows on negative
gearing as pressure mounts on government

Federal minister Bill Shorten and Opposition Leader
Peter Dutton have traded blows over a key tax benefit
for property owners that the former Labor leader once
championed a push to reform.

Mr Shorten, who is retiring from politics early next year,
took negative gearing reforms to the federal elections in
2016 and 2019 in his failed prime ministerial bids.

But Prime Minister Anthony Albanese s comments
this week that the government had “no plans” to
change the concession has sparked speculation the
Shorten-era policy could still be on the table.
Appearing on Nine” s Today alongside Mr Dutton on
Friday, Mr Shorten said the Prime Minister “has been
crystal clear” on the government s position.

It snotLabor’ spolicy,” he said.

“We would like the Liberals to stop swrngmg we’ d
like Peter Dutton, in fact, to stop swinging hands with
(Greens leader) Adam Bant, delaying our housing
policy to allow people to be able to buy into the housing
market.

“It” sall about supply, not about the tax policies.”
But Mr Dutton shot back that different takes on Mr
Albanese” s comments by the medra showed the
government was “in a state of disarray.”

“And 1 suspect the secret action here is actually from

BrH Shorten,” the Opposition Leader said.

“I think Billy has *** slipped the policy under the Prime
Minister” s door, and the PM has woken up, and he” s
brushed it off.

“And he thought Bill was hopeless in 2019 and he
could pull it off.”
Mr Shorten quipped back: “Pete, I think last night you

heard a noise in the garden, and you went out to check
and it was Adam Bandt and the other pixies at the end of
the garden giving you advice on housing.
Picking up on the fuzziness of Mr Albanese’ s
comments, host Karl Stefanovic asked the former Labor
leader to ifhe “has spoken to the PM about the plan to
have no plan”
Mr Shorten sard he had not and repeated that the
government” s “focus is on supply”
He wenton to take another dig at Mr Dutton.

“This is the problem with the modern day Dutton
opposrtron 7 he said.

They won’ t leave, they won’ t follow, and they
won' t get out the way. Stop taking advice from the
Greens.”

Both the government’
bills failed to get through the Senate last week, with the
Coalition firmly against the legislation and the Greens
saying the bills do not go far enough.

s Help to Buy and Build to Rent

Amongthe Greens” demands is a phase out of negative
gearing, which lets property owners offset losses on
rental properties.

But reforms appear to be gaining momentum, with
growing support for negative gearing reform on the
crossbench and reports ministers think it could play well
with younger voters.

Independent senator David Pocock is the latest member
of the crossbench to throw his support behind negative
gearing changes, saying on Friday hebackeda “sensible
middle path to reform

Senator Pocock told the ABC there needed to be a

. . . . «.
shift away from viewing housing as an  investment
. »
vehicle
« . . . . . . 2
Housing, it is dire, particularly if you  re a young
. . »
person or amore marginalised group,  Senator Pocock

told the ABC.

“That’ s not the Australia I think we want to be living
in.”

He said limiting investment properties to one per person
seemed “pretty fair” , pointing to small business
owners who needed to take care of their own retirement.

“That seems legitimate,” he said.

“And I think it is a sensible way to start to turn this
ship around where, for so long, housing has been an
investment vehicle, a way to build wealth, rather than a
human right, something that is actually affordable and
accessible to Australians.

“More and more people, even people who’ ve done
well out of property, are realising that thisisn” t working
for us.

Dick Smith weighs in on the nuclear energy debate,
saying Australia is ‘dumb’

Businessman Dick Smith has thrown his support behind an
overhaul of Australia's energy system, saying nuclear power is

“the only answer.”

Mr Smith has long maintained that renewables alone could
not keep electricity flowing across the country, despite
independent modelling suggesting otherwise.

But in his latest comments on Wednesday, Mr Smith
reasoned that Australia should switch to nuclear because
China is ramping up its nuclear infrastructure and “the
Chlnese are smart.”

“There’s Labor saying that we can’t afford the best, the gold
standard of power generation, which is nuclear,” he told
2GB.

“But there are over 32 countries that have nuclear, including
Bangladesh and Pakistan, really poor countries.

“What” s more important, China, which has about a third
of our GDP, has 55 nuclear reactors under existing plus 23
under construction and 150 planned.

“I mean, the Chinese are smart.
unfortunately.”

China’s GDP is significantly higher than Australia’s, sitting
US17.7$ trillion to Australia’s 1.7 trillion.

But per capita, Australia is about five times higher at
US61,000$ compared to China’s US12,0008.

Mr Smith’s endorsement comes after Opposition Leader
Peter Dutton earlier this week renewed his pledge to build
seven nuclear reactors if the Coalition won next year’s
election.

Mr Dutton told an economic forum on Monday that
embracing nuclear was Australia’s only chance to reach the

We're  dumb,

2050 net-zero target.

But, the Liberal leader again dodged questrons on cost, saying
the Coalition would ~“release our costings in due course.
The Albanese government earlier this month attached a
600$bn price tag to the opposition’s nuclear energy proposal
in an attack ad, after the Coalition failed to provide costings
since announcing it in June.

The figure came from analysis by the Smart Energy Council,
which estimated the Coalition’s plan would cost between
116$n600$-bn and only provide 3.7 per cent of Australia’s
energy mix in 2050.

Itwasbased on experiences overseas and data from Australia’s
science agency and the national energy operator.

In his remarks to Committee for Economic Development
of Australia on Monday, Mr Dutton did acknowledge his
"nuclear plan does have a significant upfront cost".

But he said existing transmission infrastructure could be
utilised and thecost of our nuclear plants can be amortised
"and spread over a reactor’s -80year lifespan.
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Government has (o plans»
to change negative gearing
and capital gains discount

A

Anthony Albanese has watered down
speculation the federal governmentwill
move to change negative gearing at the
next election despite reports Treasury
is modelling a potential overhaul of the
generous tax concessions for property
investors.

The prime minister did a string of
interviews this morning to say Labor
has "no plans" to change negative
gearing and the capital gains tax
discount.

"Our plans are out there about supply,”
he told Today.

"My concern with the proposals that
have been put forward from time to
time about negative gearing is that
they won’t have a positive impact on
supply.

"We need more homes... we want
more people in public housing. We
want more private rentals, and we want
more people in home ownership."
The comments come a day after the
Sydney Morning Herald reported the
federal Treasury was looking into the
cost of winding back negative gearing
and the capital gains discount.

Labor is facing pressure from the
Greens to axe the concessions, with
the minor party refusing to support
the government’s help to buy housing
legislation until they are gone.

The Greens and other critics of the
policy say it makes it easier for someone
to purchase their second or third
home at the expense of prospective
first-home buyers, and claim it has
contributed to the housing crisis.

o /?"‘: :

"Itis good to see negotiations may have
finally begun to scrap the tax handouts
denying renters the chance to buy a
home," Greens housing spokesperson
Max Chandler-Mather said yesterday.
"We have two months to get a deal
done. Let’s do this."

But the Coalition is opposed to any
changes, and Albanese today said
the Treasury modelling hasn’t been
requested by the government.

"I didn’t (ask officials for costings),"
he said.

"The public service don’t have to be
told, ’'m not their school teacher...
what I want is a public service that’s
dynamic, a public service that does its
job in the best traditions of the public
service."

While Albanese’s denial was far firmer
language than yesterday, when he
didn’t rule out changes to negative
gearing and capital gains tax, it was
similar to the messaging used by senior

ministers before the government
altered the stage 3 tax cuts earlier this
year.

Before that change, Resources Minister
Madeleine King said the government
had "no plans" to change the tax cuts.
When asked about the similarity of the
wording on Today, Albanese said the
tax cuts decision was "courageous".
"See it you can find someone who says
that what we did on income tax was
the wrong thing," he said.

"T know there was some controversy
when we did it, but it was the right
thing, done for the right reasons."
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Since the onset of Israebs gt
the
attacks launched by Hamas

response  to violent
and Hezbollah, social media
platforms have been flooded g
with comments that reflect a 2
particular perspective. Many g it
of these remarks come from i
Arabic-speaking  individuals
residing in Western nations I
such as the United States, =
Australia, and Canada. These reactions are often steeped in
sympathy for the Palestinian and Lebanese causes, even when
these causes are linked to groups recognized internationally as
terrorist organizations.
It’s important to understand that this support seems to stem
from a sense of ethnic or cultural loyalty rather than a reasoned
evaluation of the situation. The underlying message often
suggests a solidarity based on shared Arab heritage, regardless
of whether the actions being supported include violence or

By/ Sum Hn

generations, where Arabs are taught to see Israel as an inherent enemy, as reinforced by

terrorism. This reflects a deep-seated belief passed down through

cultural, political, and sometimes religious teachings.

When Hamas militants carried out their brutal attacks on Israeli civilians on October v
v.vy, which included killing innocent men, burning children, and committing horrific
acts of violence, some communities, particularly those in the Arab world, celebrated. This
reaction was not born out of a defense of these actions but rather from a historical narrative
that paints Arabs as inherently opposed to Jews and Israel.

However, when Israel responded to these attacks, Arab communities worldwide shifted
their perspective, decrying the Israeli military’s actions and labeling them as war crimes.
This reaction, seen in demonstrations and widespread social media posts, conveniently
overlooks the fact that the initial aggression came from Palestinian militants. The cycle of
condemnation for Israel while ignoring the initial provocation highlights the complexity
of public opinion shaped by cultural ties rather than objective facts.

Furthermore, Hezbollah’s involvement and its preparation for missile strikes against Israel
again brought sympathy toward southern Lebanon. Despite Hezbollahys designation as a
terrorist organization by numerous countries, its Arab identity seemed to invoke an almost
automatic sense of solidarity. This reflects the proverb “blood yearns,” indicating that
ethnic or cultural connections can sometimes cloud moral judgment.

Ultimately, this unwavering support for groups like Hezbollah, Hamas, and others is
deeply rooted in an education system and cultural legacy that positions Israel as the ultimate
adversary. This worldview is often influenced by religious verses that are interpreted to
justify hostility toward Jews, creating an environment where acts of terrorism are either
ignored or rationalized.

Even Arab Christians, who might not share the same religious beliefs, often align with
their Muslim counterparts in condemning Israel. This alliance may be born out of fear,
mutual interests, or societal pressures. Meanwhile, many Arab-language media outlets in
Western countries also reflect these sentiments, whether due to commercial interests or the
fear of violent backlash.

In summary, the ongoing support for terrorism and the condemnation of Israel among
certain Arab communities stem from a long-standing cultural and educational legacy. This
deeply ingrained belief system often prevents a more nuanced and balanced understanding
of the complex geopolitical issues at play.



