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Specialised Services
Simple and straambinad mathods of providing spacialisad medication for Fartiliby
Chrics, Aged-Care facilities, Doctor Surganes and more. Save & Delivar Pharmacy
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AMEEN COMPUTER

Looking for laptops
and desktops? We've
got you covered!

Whether you are
buying, selling, or need
repairs, we are your
go-to destination.
Explore our range of
new and used devices,
hardware, and software
solutions.

Trust us for quality products and expert service.
Call us Today and get aspecial price..

Ph: 0449 146 961
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BRING BACK A
RAINBOW...!!!

' “ Since iOur Hearts have become a settlement for Hatred...

Kamal Pest C

rol

& the Love of God,away from Us has Emigrated...

ﬁ Why do we blame "Night" for invading our Days...?
& blame the Sun for veiling in black its Rays...???
’ ' ggv . Whyare we surprised that our World is in such a Turmoil...?

I'li a cg‘ﬁ E faﬂ/‘i Since we buried CHARITY & HUMANITY in a co-ordinated,
O

destructive Toil...!!!!

After the candles of HOPE & LOVE Have gone Low...,
& the Skies darkened with the ashes of death everywhere we Go...;

Instead of crying, blaming & in Hatred sliding Low...;
Why don’t we unloose the stingy fingers of all this Sorrow...?
& join our efforts in the search for a bright Morrow...?

Yes! Search together behind dark clouds for a little bright Glow...

Left behind before the Sun’s Eclipse

To spread it over the world as the banner.
of PEACE!!!

i And if together we make around the sphere, a River of MUSIC & POETRY, to Flow...;

_ We Could together bring back fromits long exile ; A PEACEFULLY BRIGHT.
PH: 0420665150 L

L

[

A m o o o
vix traog VX T rading online
The best Online Shopping in Australia
w v Mix Trading online Offers the best price and

fastest shipping.

for physical products, digital services, project
consulting, and software services.

You can shop online for great deals on a
budget.

www.mixtrading.online
shop@mixtrading.online

Ph: 0499 910 365
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Housing Prices Decline in Melbourne
and Rlsmg Financial Losses

Melbourne ~ has  been
experiencing a continuous
decline in housing prices
for the past six months,
placing increasing pressure
on property owners who are
facing losses when selling
their properties.

According to recent reports,
the percentage of people
selling their homes at a loss
is relatively small, with the
rate standing at only %3.
However, the situation is
much worse when it comes
to apartments.

Sixteen years ago, one in
every 20 apartment owners
in  Melbourne sold their
apartment at a loss. But
over the past decade, this
figure has risen sharply, with
one in every 10 units being
sold at a loss. Currently,
%20 of residential units in
Melbourne are being sold
for less than their purchase
price, indicating a significant
increase in the risks faced by

investors in this sector.

According to Eliza Owen,
Head of Research at
CoreLogic, the primary
reason behind this decline is
theimbalance between supply
and demand. Owen stated,
"There was an abundance of
supply, especially in the mid
to late 2000s." She added,
"On the demand side, there
was an increase in real estate
investment, but this demand
was affected by changes in
lending conditions in 2017,
along with recent adjustments
to investment property fees."
Certain areas in Melbourne

have  been  particularly
affected by the drop in
property prices. For example,
the City of Melbourne has
recorded the highest loss
rates, with %42 of residential
units being sold at a loss.
In Stonnington, the rate is
%32, while in Maribyrnong it
stands at %29.

The data also shows that a
quarter of residential units in
areas such as Port Phillip and
Yarra are sold at a loss, while
%24 of property owners in
Boroondara lose money
when selling.

These figures suggest that

apartments in Melbourne
have become one of the
riskiest real estate investments
in the country. With ongoing
challenges in the property
market,  investors  must
take into account the risks
associated with buying and
selling apartments in these
areas.

Despite these concerning
statistics, the full picture
remains unclear regarding
when  Melbourne’s  real
estate market will recover,
or whether these losses will
continue to increase in the
coming years.

Changesin economic policies
and lending practices are
expected to play a significant
role in determining the future
direction of the market.

The decline in apartment
prices in Melbourne presents
a significant problem for
investors, with loss rates
increasing notably, especially
in inner-city areas.

Theft of 60,0008 Bear Statue from Melbourne Shoppmg Centre

In an unexpected incident that has
shocked the artistic community, a
life-sized bronze statue known as the
"Glittering Bear" was stolen from a
shopping centre in inner northern
Melbourne.

The statue, created by Sydney-based
artists Gillie and Marc and valued at
approximately 60,000$, was designed
to bring joy and foster community
connections  through  public art.
According to police reports, the theft
occurred in the early hours of September
11, around 4 a.m.

Evidence suggests that at least three
criminals were involved in the crime,
using an angle grinder to cut the statue
from its base. The group then managed
to lift the statue with a crane before
loading it onto a truck waiting on Sydney
Road near Barkly Square.

The thieves quickly fled the scene,
heading towards Barkly Street in the
truck, where they disappeared. This was
more than just the theft of a piece of art—

it had a significant emotional impact on
the artists and the local community.

In a statement, artists Gillie and Marc
expressed their shock and deep sadness
over the theft. They said, "This piece
was created to bring joy and a sense
of connection to the community,
and seeing it stolen in this way is
heartbreaking." The artists highlighted
the important role public art plays in
enhancing shared experiences and
creating spaces where people can come
together.

In light of the incident, Gillie and
Marc have made a public appeal for
any information that might lead to the
recovery of the statue. They added, "We
hope the statue is returned safely so that
the community can enjoy it once again."
Meanwhile, police are continuing to
investigate the theft and are urging
anyone with relevant information
to come forward to help identify the
culprits and recover the statue.

This theft serves as a reminder of the

importance of public art in our daily
lives. Public art is not just a form of
aesthetic expression but also plays a
crucial role in fostering community
bonds and providing interactive spaces
where people can connect and share
experiences.

As the community waits in hope for the
"Glittering Bear" to be returned, they
remain eager for the moment when this
prominent artistic symbol can once
again take its rightful place.

Technological Breakthrough Used in Luxury Car Thefts in Melbourne

Melbourne is currently experiencing a
wave of luxury car thefts, with car thieves
using anew technological tactic to unlock
and steal vehicles without needing the
car keys. This phenomenon has caused
significant concern among car owners,
particularly those with luxury sports cars,
as thieves are able to steal vehicles within
minutes using advanced techniques.

The criminals bypass the car’s security
system through a complex technological
hack. Using tools available online, they
can reprogram the car’s key, allowing
them to unlock and start the vehicle
without needing the original keys. All
of this happens while the car’s original
keys remain inside the owners” homes,
making the theft more discreet and
harder to detect.

Holden Commodores are among the
most targeted cars by thieves. According
to reports, 855 Commodores were
stolen between April 2023 and March
2024, making them more prone to theft
compared to other cars like Mazdas.

This is due to the continued popularity
of Holden vehicles in Victoria, despite
the brand having ceased production
years ago.

It’s believed that car thieves are planting
Apple AirTag tracking devices on some
older cars during car shows, enabling
them to track and steal the vehicles later.
This tactic has raised concern among
many car owners, who are now forced
to invest in additional security systems to
protect their vehicles.

To combat this threat, car owners are
advised to install kill switches in their
vehicles—a technology that cuts off the
car’s engine, preventing thieves from
starting the vehicle. Additionally, a group
of mechanics in Melbourne has begun
offering anti-theft system installation
services to reduce the risk of theft.
Ineffortstotackletheissue, policerecently
confiscated six Holden vehicles valued at
atotal of 600,0008. These seizures are part
of broader investigations into a car theft
ring. A man from the Doveton area was

arrested as part of this police operation.
Among the victims is Damien Newton
from Doncaster, whose valuable
VF Commodore was stolen from
his driveway while he slept. Damien
explained that his keys were inside
his home, yet the thieves managed to
start his car within minutes. Damien
expressed concern that this wave of thefts
may continue to worsen, potentially
leading to increased insurance premiums
due to the rising rate of car thefts. He
stated, "This is happening every day,
and it seems to be getting worse."

Man in Custody After
Discovery of Deceased Man

A man’s body was found inside a house that was engulfed in a
suspicious fire in northwestern Victoria, prompting authorities to
launch a thorough investigation into the incident. The fire occurred in
the Swan Hill area, located near the border between New South Wales
and Victoria, close to the towns of Echuca-Moama and Mildura.
Firefighters were called to the scene after receiving reports of a fire at
a residence on Domaille Crescent at approximately 5:40 PM the day
before yesterday. Upon arrival, they immediately began battling the
flames and were able to extinguish the fire shortly after.

Following the fire’s containment, firefighters conducted a thorough
inspection of the property. During this search, they discovered the body
of a man inside the house, raising questions about the circumstances
leading to the fire. Police have confirmed that they are treating the fire
as suspicious, suggesting the possible involvement of other parties.

As part of the ongoing investigation, authorities have detained a man
believed to have been present at the property when the fire broke out.
Investigations are continuing to determine the details surrounding the
incident and whether there are any criminal motives involved.

The discovery of the body and the suspicion surrounding the fire
have caused concern in the community, especially as police are now
handling the case as a suspicious fire. Evidence is being collected from
the scene to ascertain the exact cause of the fire and whether it was
intentionally set.

Suspicious fires are a significant concern for both law enforcement
and the local community. Investigators are currently gathering witness
statements and analyzing evidence to determine whether there were any
motives behind the incident. Authorities are expected to provide more
details about the case in the coming days, once the initial investigations
are completed.

Man Injured After Car
Rollover in Melbourne

FAED

A young man has been hospitalized with serious injuries after being
trapped inside his overturned car throughout the night. The tragic
accident occurred in Sassafras, east of Melbourne, when the car veered
off a mountain road and plunged down a cliff. Reports suggest the
incident happened around 9 PM, near the Ferndale Track.

Despite the accident occurring hours earlier, the -26year-old man from
Olinda was not discovered until the next morning. Emergency services
were called after paramedics noticed the crash around 6:55 AM, with
the police being notified at approximately 7:20 AM.

The injured man was found trapped inside his vehicle, having sustained
injuries to both the upper and lower parts of his body. First aid was
administered at the scene before he was transported to the hospital for
further treatment. Footage from the site showed paramedics working
tirelessly to assist the young man and free him from the overturned car.
The rescue efforts were challenging due to the surrounding conditions,
but the medical team managed to handle
This incident highlights the importance of caution when driving on

the situation effectively.

mountain roads, as the conditions can be hazardous and lead to tragic
accidents.

Local authorities are wishing the injured man a speedy recovery and
urging everyone to follow safety rules while driving.
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NSW Government Bans Councils from
Issuing Ticketless Parking Fmes

The New South Wales government will prevent council
rangers from issuing fines to drivers for parking without
a ticket under new legislation. This move comes after the
number of ticketless parking fines issued by local councils
rose to over 822,000 in the last financial year, an increase of
nearly %50 compared to the previous 12 months.

The ticketless scheme was introduced in 2020 by the
previous state government, allowing councils to send
parking fines by mail instead of affixing tickets to
windshields. While this system provided financial benefits
to councils, it sparked backlash from drivers, as it could
take weeks for them to receive fines in the mail, making it
harder to gather evidence to contest them. Some drivers
reported being fined multiple times for the same violation
without their knowledge.

Under the new laws, council rangers will be required to
attach an immediate notice to the vehicle, unless it is unsafe
tor them to do so. This notice could be the penalty notice
itself or a brief description of the offense along with a notice
that a fine will be sent to them. Rangers will also be required
to take a photo of the violation.

Premier Chris Minns stated that the ticketless parking fine
system introduced by the previous government lacked
adequate protections for drivers. He said, "Drivers deserve

better than the current system. Many motorists have driven
off unaware that they could be liable for a parking fine. We
are working to fix that."

Finance Minister Courtney Houssos noted that the
changes should go a long way in rebuilding community
trust. "No one likes getting a parking fine, but the idea that
you only find out about the fine weeks later does not pass
the common sense test. The frustration among drivers
and community members regarding the ticketless parking
system is high—and rightly so. The ticketless parking
fine system was introduced by the previous government
without considering its impact on drivers and families."

Man Falls into Mine in Hunter Valle, NSW

Authorities in Hunter Valley, New South Wales, are
conducting a large-scale search for a man believed to have
fallen into a mine. The incident occurred approximately
15 kilometers south of Singleton, in the Dry Creek area
of Ilalung. Emergency services received reports about the
incident shortly after it happened.

Upon arrival, emergency teams were informed that the
man had fallen into an abandoned mine. Police officers
are currently working to accurately locate the missing
man, focusing on securing the area around the mine and
assessing the surrounding conditions.

Several rescue teams from various agencies are participating
in the search effort, including the police, New South Wales
Ambulance, and fire and rescue teams. These teams are
employing specialized equipment and intensive search
methods to locate the missing man and retrieve any trace of
him from the mine.

Local police have reported that the search and rescue
operation is expected to take some time due to the nature
of the incident and the challenges associated with searching
an old mine. All available resources are being utilized to
ensure a swift and safe recovery of the missing man.
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Weather conditions may 1mpact the search efforts; however,
rescue teams remain prepared to face any additional
challenges that may arise during their operations on site.
The situation is being regularly updated, and officials are
ensuring that all procedures comply with safety standards.
If anyone has additional information that could assist in the
search, the public is encouraged to contact local authorities.
Search efforts will continue, with hopes of locating the
missing man as soon as possible. Rescue teams will keep
working diligently and provide updates on the progress of
the operation.

Will Liberal Candidate James Owen Become the Next Mayor of Tweed Shire?

Liberal candidate for Tweed Shire Council, James Owen,
has outperformed his rivals—including current Mayor
Chris Cherry—in last Saturday’s local government
elections in New South Wales, securing nearly one-third
of the total votes.

This positions Mr. Owen, who has served on the
council for eight years, favorably for a third term in
the northernmost council in New South Wales. In the
election, Ms. Cherry and Mr. Owen were close, receiving
%19.24 and %19.83 of the total votes, respectively.
However, a strong showing in large polling centers in
Casuarina and Pottsville solidified Mr. Owen’s lead, as he
garnered %29.62 of the votes.

As of Wednesday, Ms. Cherry has received %14.13 of the
votes, narrowly surpassing Labor councillor Reece Burns,
who achieved %15.08. This election will see seven Tweed
councillors elected from a pool of 45 candidates.

Data from the New South Wales Electoral Commission
indicates that Ms. Cherry, Mr. Burns, current Deputy
Mayor Meredith Dennis, Green Party candidate Nola
Firth, and first-time candidate Kimberly Hohn are all
likely to secure seats on the council. Mr. Owen’ s fellow
Liberal candidate and current councillor, Rhiannon
Brinsmead, is also expected to be re-elected for a second
term.

However, it remains uncertain whether Mr. Owen will
be the newly elected mayor, as the voting is determined
by current councillors in special meetings rather than a
public vote. Mr. Owen will need four votes to secure the
title.

Last year, Mr. Owen asserted during a council meeting—
and in interviews—that Tweed residents should directly

elect their mayors instead of relying on internal processes.
He described the current method as "neither democratic
nor fair," noting that among 128 local councils in New
South Wales, fewer than 40 have publicly elected mayors.
In a conversation with NewsLocal on Wednesday, Mr.
Owen expressed his "delight” with the results, stating,
"There is still some way to go before it becomes final."
He added, "The results are a great testament to the local
community showing its faith in us and recognizing the
hard work we’ ve done leading up to this election."

Mr. Owen noted that he won 18 out of 27 polling booths,
as well as all pre-poll booths, and a significant share of
postal votes and votes from declared institutions like
aged care facilities. "We fought and achieved for the
community, and [ couldn” t be happier," he said.

When asked about his chances of becoming mayor in the
future, Mr. Owen said, "I hope the council will place the
same level of confidence in my leadership of the shire as
the community has done in this election." He added, "I
don’t know if my fellow councillors will agree. But I hope
to be part of these important discussions in the weeks
ahead.”

Final results for the new Tweed Shire Council are
expected to be announced between October 1 and 3,
with postal voting continuing until Friday, September 27.
Once the results are announced, a special meeting of the
new council will take place on Tuesday, October 10, for
members to take their oaths or confirm their positions
and elect the mayor and deputy mayor. Council members
will also participate in an orientation program designed to
prepare them for their roles over the next four years.

TrainStrikeThreatensto
Shut DownAIIT3 Serwces

People trying to enter the central business district from Sydney’ s
southwest suburbs will face significant disruptions as the rail union plans
to shut down all train services along the T3 line starting next weekend.
The Rail, Tram and Bus Union initiated an industrial strike today after
negotiations with the Minns government stalled on Tuesday afternoon.
Negotiations resumed today; however, the union warned that if their
demands are not met, members will cease operations on the T3 line
indefinitely from September 30, meaning no trains will run along that line
atall.

This coincides with a planned closure of the T3 line from Bankstown to
Sydenham this Saturday, where buses will replace trains along this segment
asit is converted to metro.

The union now threatens to halt all trains along the entire line, preventing
travelers from Cabramatta, Regents Park, and other areas along the line
from accessing train services. If no agreement is reached between the
government and the unions by the end of next week, alternative bus
services will need to operate along the entire line, rather than just between
Bankstown and Sydenham during the metro conversion.

The potential need for additional buses on the T3 line is a significant
concern for the New South Wales government, which recently launched
amajor hiring campaign for 200 bus drivers amid a driver shortage. While
the government has filled all vacancies, a complete closure of the line is
likely to require more drivers.

A spokesperson for Transport Minister Jo Haylen confirmed that
the strike could impact the conversion of the T3 line to metro
and stated that negotiations would continue with the union.
This comes at a time when sports fans can expect a challenging journey to
various football finals taking place across Sydney this week, including the
NRL semi-final at Allianz Stadium, where the strike is expected to prevent
extra train services from operating.

Train services will be disrupted this week as the union refuses to operate
under any changes to the schedule unless an agreement is reached. This
means that additional services intended to help fans reach the SCG for
the AFL preliminary final on Friday night—coinciding with Cronulla’ s
match against North Queensland in a nearby NRL semi-final—are likely
to be canceled.

Crowds today heading to Allianz for NRL and to Accor Stadium in
Homebush for the Australian rugby test against New Zealand will also be
affected.

A spokesperson for Transport for NSW stated that alternative train service
plans are being developed to assist passengers attending major events this
week, with details to be announced later.

"The industrial action may result in train services being canceled at short
notice and affect the ability to respond to operational incidents on the rail
network," the spokesperson said. "Additionally, weekend rail services may
operate at reduced frequencies, and there could be impacts on scheduled
track work and transport services for special events."

The Australian Rail Union has called on the government to set a fixed
fare of 50 cents for all Opal fares across the city, following a similar
announcement by the Queensland government last week. This demand is
part of a broader set of requests from the union, including the continued
operation of trains on the T3 line from Sydenham to Bankstown instead
of converting it to metro. The union has been openly opposed to the
Southwest Metro line, despite the overwhelming success of the new
Sydney Metro.

The union is also demanding a %32 wage increase over four years and a
reduction in the workweek to 35 hours, without a decrease in pay. This
comes despite an industrial tribunal ruling in 2023 that railway workers
would receive a %5.5 wage increase over two years, plus a one-off payment
of 4,5008.

This ruling ended a dispute between the rail union and the previous
coalition government that significantly disrupted Sydney” s rail network
in 2022.

The Australian Rail Union will commence its series of actions from
midnight, continuing indefinitely. Minister Jo Haylen stated that
negotiations with the union will resume on Wednesday.

"We hope to reach an agreement to remove the ban that the Australian
Rail Union has currently notified us of, which affects services including
those for special events taking place this week," she said.

As part of the action, union members will not work according to any
changing schedules and will be prevented from performing any work on
the Bankstown line when the section set for metro conversion closes at the
end of this month. Signals on the line will also not be cleared if it is closed.
Infrastructure workers will also refuse to conduct work on the lines if
temperatures exceed 30 degrees, and there will be a ban on removing dead
animals from tracks and training new recruits for the rail operations center.
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Trade Minister Don Farrell Signs New
Trade Agreement with the UAE

Australia has announced the signing of a new free trade agreement
with the United Arab Emirates, a move described by Australian
Trade Minister Don Farrell as a first of its kind with the Middle
East.

This announcement was made in Canberra on Tuesday, where
the minister noted that the agreement will eliminate tariffs on over
%99 of Australian products entering the UAE market.

Farrell emphasized in his speech that the UAE is not only
Australia” s largest trading partner in the Middle East but also
an important strategic, diplomatic, and defense partner. He
explained that the agreement will pave the way for investments
from the UAE’ s sovereign wealth fund, estimated at around
1.7$ trillion, in vital sectors such as minerals and renewable energy
in Australia.

The minister added that the agreement will reduce construction
costs for Australian traders by 40$ million annually and expand
market access opportunities for various sectors, including wine
and education. It will also benefit farmers by lowering tariffs on
beef and sheep meat exports.

Despite the government” s optimism, the agreement has sparked
considerable controversy. The Australian Council of Trade
Unions expressed concerns about the UAE’s labor rights record,
urging the government not to proceed with the agreement unless
the UAE takes concrete steps to improve labor conditions and
protect workers’ rights.

The unions pointed out that the UAE does not allow independent
unions and warned that signing such an agreement with a country
deemed "repressive” could send a negative message regarding
Australia” s commitment to human rights and labor rights.

In defense of the agreement, Farrell noted that the UAE serves
as a key gateway to the Middle East, with bilateral trade in goods
and services between the two countries valued at approximately
9.26$ billion in 2022. He affirmed that the agreement will help
diversify Australian trade and enhance the presence of Australian
businesses in regional markets.

He added that the agreement aims to support Australia’ s
manufacturing ambitions by increasing Emirati investments.
Farrell stated that the agreement is not only beneficial for
Australian businesses but also for workers, as it will create new job
opportunities and improve working conditions in the country.
This agreement is part of a series of trade agreements Australia
has recently signed with countries such as India and the United
Kingdom. The UAE, being a giant in the oil and gas sectors, is
a significant commercial and logistical hub in the region, thanks
to Jebel Ali Port and Dubai International Airport, making it a
strategic partner for Australia.

Australians Demand Overhaul of Bank
Compensation Practices After Fraud Losses

Australians who have fallen victim to fraud and lost millions of
dollars are calling for significant reforms in how major banks
handle compensation and reimbursements. They warned that
delays in strengthening the fraud prevention laws proposed by
the Labor Party could put more Australians at risk of losing their
money.

Independent Senator David Pocock from the Australian Capital
Territory joined 14 fraud victims outside Parliament, urging the
federal government to enhance the proposed fraud prevention
laws. The bill aims to provide comprehensive protection for
the Australian community against fraud, including reforms for
banks, telecommunications companies, and digital platforms,
along with imposing strict penalties for failing to prevent
fraudsters from accessing their customers.

Harriet, one woman from Canberra, expressed her deep sorrow
after her elderly mother was defrauded of 1.6$ million, which
had been the proceeds from her home.

Her mother was tricked into depositing money into a fake
account that was misrepresented as a term deposit account at
ING Bank. Harriet later discovered that the account to which
the funds were transferred was intended for cybercriminals,
and despite their long-standing relationship with the bank, no
compensatory action was taken.

In Melbourne, David Sweeney recounted the more than five-
year struggle to recover his father’s money, which was stolen
through a complex investment fraud scheme. He added that the
banks were only willing to confirm his father’s responsibility for

the payments and were not open
to discussing the matter further.
Cindy Reidy revealed that her
parents lost 1.1$ million in a scam
that claimed to be a short-term
deposit investment on behalf
of an international investment
company. This money represented
their entire retirement fund and
personal savings, and not a single
dollar has been recovered.

Senator Pocock criticized the
tederal government for proposing
to "prevent and penalize” fraudsters through fines, arguing that
this does not provide actual protection for victims. He called
for a model similar to that in the UK, where banks bear greater
responsibility for preventing fraud. Pocock stated,

"The big four banks made 32§ billion in profits last year alone,"
and emphasized that banks should be held accountable for
preventing fraud and compensating victims.

The Labor Party’s bill is open for submissions until October
4, providing an opportunity for feedback and review. These
reforms are expected to enhance financial security for Australians
and bolster confidence in the financial system.

In conclusion, the calls for legislative changes represent a crucial
step toward ensuring better protection and fair compensation
for victims of financial fraud.

Hits New Record High ASX200

The ASX200 index has reached a new record high for the
fourth consecutive session, with the local stock market closing
significantly higher. The benchmark index rose by 19.3 points,
or %0.24, to close at 8140.9 points. Meanwhile, the broader All

Ordinaries index recorded an increase of 20.1 points, also %0.24,
settling at 8361.2 points.

Technology and real estate sectors benefitted from interest rate cuts,
with technology stocks jumping %0.78 to 3385.9 points. Shares of
Xero rose by %2.56 to 148.10$ following the announcement of its
acquisition of Syft Analytics for 70$ million.

The real estate sector also saw gains, with Goodman Group shares
increasing by %0.81 to 35.92$ and Mirvac shares rising by %1.33
to 2.28$. In the energy sector, stocks increased by %0.2 after crude
oil prices rose by %2.1 to 70.09$ per barrel.

This increase in oil prices was attributed to supply disruptions
caused by Hurricane Francine in the Gulf of Mexico and
expectations of interest rate cuts from the Federal Reserve.
Woodside Energy shares rose by %0.12 to 24.13$, while Santos
shares increased by %0.29 to 7.02$.

Economic forecasts continued to influence market trends, with

the likelihood of a 50 basis point interest rate cut estimated at
%67 following the anticipated rate reductions. However, weak
economic data from China may pose a potential obstacle.

IG Markets analyst Tony Sycamore warned that negative news
regarding China” s economic growth could impact the market,
noting that the effects have been less than expected. Jack Liang,
Vice President of Tiger Brokers Australia, advised caution
regarding potential market volatility, emphasizing that interest rate
cuts could lead to asset bubbles and increased debt levels.

He recommended that investors adopt diversified investment
strategies to navigate potential fluctuations and capitalize on
growth opportunities. The performance of major mining
companies varied, with iron ore prices rising by %1.5 to 92.60$ per
ton. In contrast, Rio Tinto shares fell by %0.05 to 110.75$, while
Fortescue shares increased by %1.75 to 17.498.

Conversely, major banks saw gains, with Commonwealth Bank
shares increasing by %0.04 to 143.048, and NAB shares rising by
9%0.21 to 38.86$. In corporate news, New Hope Group announced
its intention to acquire the coking coal assets of Anglo American.

Minister Murray Watt:
Women Are Better Off

Under Labor

Minister for Industrial Relations Murray Watt stated
that working women have become wealthier by 4,092$
per year under the Labor government compared to
what they would have earned under the coalition
government. This statement is part of his efforts to
promote Labor’s initiatives aimed at closing the gender
wage gap.

In his speech to the National Press Club on
Wednesday, Watt, who assumed office in July after
a cabinet reshuffle, will criticize opponents of the
industrial relations reforms proposed by Labor, which
have recently faced backlash from business leaders.
Senator Watt will assert that the average woman would
be worse oft by 78.70$ per week under the coalition
government, where the average gender pay gap stands
at %15.4, with a current wage shortfall of %11.5.

He will say, "This makes a tangible difference in the
lives of women across the country. If the gender wage
gap remains at the coalition average of %15.4, women
will be worse off by 78.70$ per week than they are now.
This means an additional 4,092$ i inwomen' s pockets
each year under this government."

Senator Watt will also use his speech to support
Labor” s industrial relations reforms, highlighting
efforts to grant early childhood educators an increase
in wages of %15. He will attack critics who "are running
scare campaigns about the impact of our changes on
employers or the Australian economy,” mentioning
his political opponent and coalition spokesperson for
industrial relations, Michaela Cash.

Hewillstate, "Idonotpretendthateconomic conditions
are not tough right now. But the facts do not support
the doomsday predictions that have accompanied our
reforms, nor the sensational descriptions of what is
happening now."

His comments follow an attack from the CEO of the
Business Council of Australia, Bran Black, who called
for an end to multi-employer bargaining, which
he claimed has made CEOs "more cautious about
hiring." Black made these remarks at the group’s
annual dinner on Tuesday, targeting Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese and Treasurer Jim Chalmers, who
were present.

He said, "All this reduces our competitiveness as a
nation. The result is best illustrated by the fact that I
now have members—major employers—who are
actively choosing to invest overseas rather than in
Australia.”

However, Senator Watt will defend Labor’s policies,
statingthatthe changeshaveincreasedjobopportunities
while also reducing strikes, citing figures that show the
average number of days affected by industrial action
dropped from 2.4 days per 1,000 under the coalition
government to about 1.8 days under Labor.

He will say, "I hate to disappoint the scare-mongers,
but there is no evidence that the economy has collapsed
because of our workplaces. On the contrary, the facts
show that many employers are benefiting from our
focus on collaboration and rewarding employees."

On Tuesday, Mr. Albanese also rebutted Mr. Black’s
comments, noting that his government’s priorities align
with Mr. Black’s political concerns regarding the cost
of living, the housing crisis, reaching net zero, rising
elder care costs, and skills shortages in Australia. Mr.
Albanese stated, "One thing [ noticed from the BCA’s
five priorities is that they are also my government’s
priorities. It is good that we are aligned on priorities, as
well as addressing the challenges.”
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Barnaby Joyce and Di Madigan
Engage in Heated Exchange
Over Nuclear Energy

Barnaby Joyce claimed that power outages are "destroying"

Australia’ s landscapes and emphasized that a potential
tfuture site for a nuclear power plant has only suffered
minor damage from a 4.7 magnitude earthquake, sparking
a heated debate with fellow panelists.

The Shadow Minister for Veterans’ Affairs joined other
participants, including Assistant Minister for Trade Tim
Ayres, former Chief Minister of the Australian Capital
Territory Kate Carnell, and campaign strategist and author
Di Madigan, during a Q&A session on ABC, hosted in
Newcastle on Monday.

A member of the audience asked Mr. Joyce if recent
earthquakes, including a 4.7 magnitude quake near
Muswellbrook last month, had changed his mind about
Muswellbrook as a potential site for a nuclear power station.
Mr. Joyce responded that the alternatives are either
intermittent energy—which he claimed "destroys"
Australia’ s landscapes—or solar and wind energy,
which he said ordinary Australians are responsible for.
He mentioned he was in Muswellbrook the day after the
earthquake and noted that the damage was minimal.
However, Mr. Joyce assured that such factors would be
considered when designing a nuclear power plant. He
stated, "Remember, 30 countries in the world use nuclear
power, and their economies are serious; they all deal with
issues like this. So they engineer for those conditions."

He described his experience at lunch at the RSL Club,
saying, "The damage was the chimney falling and perhaps
some windows breaking."

Ms. Madigan interjected, claiming that there have been
around 36 incidents associated with nuclear power plants
worldwide. "Even the slightest increase in radiation means
an increase in miscarriages and stillbirths, and in cases of
childhood cancer; T certainly don” t want my children
near one," she asserted.

Mr. Joyce quickly challenged her to provide evidence,
asking, "What are you citing?"

Ms. Madigan replied, "Science, literally," amid applause
from the audience. She continued, "And while we” re at t,
who was the politician promoting the Sapphire wind farm
in New England? Oh, that’ s you. How can you change
your mind so quickly?"

Mr. Joyce retorted, "When the facts change, I change my
mind."

But Ms. Madigan shot back, "When the polls change, you
change your mind."

Ms. Carnell also joined the nuclear discussion, describing it
as "a very cheap and carbon-neutral option." However, she
stated, "It” s too late for nuclear now. The problem is that
it wasn’t twenty years ago; it” s now. We have a problem
with base load energy within ten years, maybe even sooner
in some states."

"We can’t wait for nuclear energy now; it” s too late*** we
need another option for base load energy, and that should
be gas," she added.

The host, Patricia Karvelas, introduced an audience
member, -18year-old Miles Punch, into the discussion. The
young student from Maitland is studying mathematics and
physics with hopes of pursuing engineering next year and
has already learned about different energy types through his
studies.

"Looking at all this from a non-political, purely scientific
perspective, our best option is to diversify our energy grid
to include as many forms as possible, so we don’ t lose
our economy and energy network when the wind isn’ t
blowing and the sun isn”  t shining,” Mr. Punch said. "We
need nuclear energy, we need solar energy, and we need
wind energy."

When asked about the cost of nuclear energy, Mr. Punch
concluded that coal is simply not a sustainable option
forever.

Prime Minister Defends Workplace
Regulations Amid Corporate Backlash

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese responded to
accusations that his government is stifling Australian
businesses with bureaucracy, stating at a dinner with
executives from some of the country’s largest companies
that the Labor Party "proudly supports business and
workers."

The Prime Minister was welcomed at the annual dinner
of the Business Council of Australia (BCA) in Sydney
on Tuesday night, where both the CEO and Chair of
the BCA noted that the federal government has been
regulating business from the outset.

Despite the tense atmosphere, Mr. Albanese adopted
a friendly tone in his speech to the group of senior
executives, expressing optimism that "the government
and businesses" can tackle economic challenges together.
He remarked, "We have different responsibilities that
require different approaches, so it’s inevitable that we
will have occasional differences of opinion."

The Prime Minister emphasized that "points of
contention have never defined or diminished" the
engagement between his government and the business
community, asserting that the Labor Party "serves all
Australians." He stated, "We are proud to support
business and workers," explaining, "We don’t see this as
a point of tension, but rather as a matter of logic."
Among the executives seated at the Prime Minister’s
central table were Mike Cannon-Brooks from Atlassian,
Matt Comyn from Commonwealth Bank, and Cecile
Weick from Shell Australia. Directly beside Mr.
Albanese was BCA Chair Geoff Culbert, who made
scathing remarks about the government in a speech just
prior to the Prime Minister’s address.

Mr. Culbert highlighted the government’s move to cap
international student numbers as part of a plan to tighten
regulations in the international education sector, one
of Australia’s largest export markets. This proposal is
widely viewed by universities as a disguised immigration
policy.

Drawing on the late U.S. President Ronald Reagan,
Mr. Culbert remarked that it symbolizes the direction
businesses in Australia are taking. He told the dinner
attendees, "Over the past two decades, our university
sector has built a truly world-class product, and it is
now our second-largest export market after mining and
resources."

"But instead of celebrating this success and supporting
our most globally competitive industries, we are seeking
to slow it down."

"In the words of Ronald Reagan, the narrative of doing
business in Australia cannot be: if you move, tax it; if
you continue to move, regulate it; if you stop moving,
support it."

"But this is the direction we are heading."

Mr. Culbert’s remarks echoed comments from BCA
CEO Bran Black, who also stated that "many CEOs
feel we are losing our way" and that "we are taking

incremental, but noticeable, steps backward." He
noted that CEOs across the country have told him they
are "much more cautious about hiring" following the
government’s recent workplace changes.

Mr. Black emphasized, "This reinforces the point that for
a good job to exist, it must first be created." He added,
"Instead, we are steadily increasing, not decreasing,
regulation, making it harder to manage a business."

The Coalition has pledged to repeal some of the
workplace changes implemented by the Albanese
government if they win the upcoming elections,
including the recently imposed right to disconnect.
However, Mr. Albanese stated that his government
recognizes that job security and fair wages depend on
good business performance, just as productivity gains
rely on "skilled workers and safe workplaces." He noted
that his government has "stood against some extreme
anti-business policies”" coming from parliamentary
seats, implicitly referencing the Greens, as well as the
opposition.

Mr. Albanese continued, "We stood by some of
Australia’s largest employers when others attacked you
for holding a different view." He added that there is
"room for everyone’s opinions” in a democracy, as well
as a responsibility for those opinions "to stand on their
merits and withstand public scrutiny.”

The Prime Minister stated, "You must be prepared
to make your case, respond to your priorities, and
demonstrate how your proposals will benefit the lives of
those you seek to support.”

"Because economic and social change is not achieved
through ultimatums; it is built by consensus and
reinforced by the mandate of the people.”

Mr. Albanese concluded that he did not attend the
dinner "to demand" the BCA’s support for his agenda
like "many" of his predecessors. He said, "Tonight, I
encourage you: keep moving forward."

Widespread Labor Protests in Sydney and Melbourne
Supporting the Construction Workers» Union

Sydney and Melbourne witnessed large-scale labor protests
today, as thousands of workers took to the streets to support
the Australian Construction Workers” Union. The protests
began at 11 a.m., with demonstrators gathering in the city
centers to express their solidarity with the union, which is
facing legal challenges and increasing government pressure.
Solidarity with the Construction Workers’ Union
These protests are part of an ongoing campaign to support
the union, which is one of the key advocates for workers’
rights in the construction sector. Despite the pressures, the
union is striving to maintain its independence in the face
of what it describes as "coercive management” imposed by
the government. The demonstrators aim to send a clear
message that workers are united in their defense of their
union and their rights.

This is not the first such protest; last Tuesday, Brisbane saw
hundreds gather in support of the union. The event was
organized by the Electrical Trades Union of Queensland and
the Northern Territory, featuring prominent figures like the
ousted national secretary, Jad Ingham. The demonstrations
in Brisbane served as a precursor to the larger protests in
Sydney and Melbourne, reflecting the rapid expansion of
the anti-coercive management movement.

As part of these efforts, the "Your Union, Your Choice"
campaign was launched in Brisbane last month, aiming to
counteract government interference in union affairs. The

campaign seeks to defend union rights and challenge laws
that allow for the imposition of coercive management,
prompting the union to resort to legal action.

On another front, a legal team led by lawyer Brett Walker is
preparing to file a challenge in the High Court of Australia
against the laws enabling coercive management of the
union. This move aims to overturn these laws and restore
the union’s independent governance. Currently, the union
taces allegations that its construction division is involved in
criminal behavior, escalating the issue and placing it under
scrutiny.

The protests received widespread backing from other
unions, with numerous labor organizations joining the
solidarity movement with the Construction Workers’
Union. These protests are seen as a manifestation of
workers’ rejection of government interventions in union
affairs and their rights.

As legal and political pressures mount, the battle for the
independence of the Construction Workers” Union is
critically important for Australian workers. Protesters are
striving to protect union rights and ensure its ability to
continue advocating for workers’ rights in the construction
sector without government interference. The outcomes of
these protests and the upcoming legal battle are pivotal in
determining the future of the union and its role in Australian
society.
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Penny Wong Reiterates Call for
Australians in Lebanon to Leave
Amid Regional Escalation Warnings

Australian Foreign Minister
Penny Wong has renewed
her call for Australians in
Lebanon to leave the country
following a second wave of |
explosions that resulted in
nearly twenty fatalities and
hundreds of injuries.
The attacks, reportedly
executed using counterfeit
wireless
devices, are widely seen as
targeting Hezbollah fighters,
the Lebanese political party
and militant group that has
engaged in  cross-border
conflict with the Israeli army
since the outbreak of war
between Israel and Hamas.
Senator Wong stated to reporters on Thursday, "Hezbollah
is a terrorist organization." She added that the situation
reflects the concerns we have felt for some time regarding
the potential for regional escalation. "You have heard me
say, if you are in Lebanon, leave now."
"We are worried about the broader escalation, and we will
continue to urge all parties to avoid regional escalation.”
The explosions on Wednesday resulted in 20 deaths and
over 450 injuries, according to the Lebanese Ministry
of Health. Meanwhile, the death toll from Tuesday’s
explosions rose to 12, with nearly 3,000 people injured,
including the Iranian ambassador to Lebanon.
Israel has not directly commented on either attack;
however, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant stated on
Wednesday that the country is "entering a new phase in the
ar." He remarked, "It requires courage, determination,
and perseverance from us."
Senator Wong declined to comment on whether she
believes Israel is responsible for the attacks in Lebanon, but
she noted, "We know that Israel lives in a unique security
environment, and we also know that we are witnessing a
cycle of violence in the Middle East." She added, "We
would like to see peace, and the peoples of the region
would like to see peace."
Earlier, Australia joined the United Kingdom and Canada
among 43 countries that abstained from voting on a United
Nations General Assembly resolution calling for Israel to
"withdraw from the occupied Palestinian territories” within
a year. The resolution, drafted by the Palestinians, was
adopted by a significant majority, with 124 votes in favor
and only 12 against.
Senator Wong indicated that Australia has "worked hard"
with other countries to pass amendments that would
allow Canberra to support the resolution. She stated, "We
voted in favor of recognition and a ceasefire... because we
managed to obtain a set of words that we could support.”
"Unfortunately, that was not the case with the last vote.
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However, we support the principles of a two-state solution."
The senator acknowledged the concerns of Australians
regarding the conflict in Gaza, adding that she herself is
"very worried."” She said, "Ten thousand children have been
killed."

"I am very concerned about the conflict in Gaza. We will
continue to do everything we can to strive for peace."

However, Greens party defense spokesman David
Shoebridge accused the government of not supporting the
resolution because it would impact "arms trade with Israel."
He told reporters on Thursday, "Minister Wong can spin it
however she wants."

"But one of the fundamental reasons the Australian
government rejected the UN resolution is that it would
require Australia to halt bilateral arms trade with Israel.”
The government has denied supplying weapons and
munitions to Israel in the past five years and has supported
the UK’s move to reduce arms exports to Israel.

Yet, Senator Shoebridge claimed that the government
supports the Israeli military by supplying parts to the U.S.,
"which find their way into Israeli F35- fighter jets that will
be used in the horrific genocide in Gaza." He also accused
Israel of "widespread killing" and "indiscriminate violence
against civilians” in Lebanon.

Israel launched its military operation against Gaza after
Hamas, the Iran-backed terrorist organization that controls
Palestinian territories, killed 1,200 people in its brutal attacks
on October 7 of last year, according to Israeli government
figures. Much of the Hamas assault was captured in graphic
videos that flooded social media.

Witnesses on the ground recounted stories of entire families
being killed and horrific sexual violence. Hamas fighters
took hundreds of others hostage while retreating to Gaza.
The subsequent Israeli response, which included ground
and air attacks, has resulted in approximately 40,000 deaths,
according to United Nations figures.

Hezbollah, also backed by Iran, has begun launching
rockets at homes in northern Israel in solidarity with Gaza,
leading to the displacement of residents in the area.

English and Arabic News

Technology
and Terrorlsm

We often hear from those who encourage
the continuation of terrorism and support
extremist ideologies, albeit using different,
terminology. They claim that the "infidels,"|
referring to the developed Western
nations, have created and innovated
information ~ and  communication

technology to serve us, the believers,jf/ Saom Nan

in our struggle to uphold our religion.

Thus, the phenomenon of terrorists using technology
"developed by the West" represents one of the most
striking contradictions in the conflict between extremist
thought and human values. While the West is accused of
infidelity and corruption, these terrorists exploit the very
tools produced by Western civilization to achieve their
destructive goals. This phenomenon not only reflects
ignorance but also a failure to understand the fundamental
principles that govern development and progress.

Extremist groups utilize advanced technology to launch
their attacks, whether through online communication
or the use of sophisticated weapons. They harness social
media platforms to disseminate their extremist ideas, recruit
new members, and coordinate terrorist operations aimed
at destroying the ever-advancing West. Additionally, they
take advantage of modern communication and software
technologies to establish secret networks that facilitate their
movements and destructive operations.

The use of Western technology by terrorists highlights a
profound ignorance. They embrace tools that represent
strength and progress while promoting a mindset that
opposes development and advancement. Their ideologies
consistently advocate for killing, destruction, and chaos,
as they falsely believe they are serving God—specifically,
a deity that exists only in their minds. This contradiction
shows that these groups not only lack an understanding
of the impact of technology on daily life but also lack
a visionary perspective that drives positive change and
progress.

Instead of using technology to destroy others, it would be
more appropriate for these terrorists and their ideological
supporters to work on employing these tools to build
their communities and achieve real progress. When used
correctly and constructively, technology can enhance
education, improve living conditions, and increase job
opportunities. Destructive ideas advocating for war,
killing, and hostility in the name of delusions and outdated
beliefs reflect a narrow vision that prioritizes violence over
construction, negativity over positivity, and regression
over advancement.

Here, the role of a conscious society with a far-sighted
perspective becomes crucial. It must conduct awareness
campaigns to teach people that technological advancement
should be used for construction, not destruction; for
healing, not death; and for moving forward, not regressing.
It is essential to address the negative outcomes resulting
from this trend and work to enhance awareness of the
dangers of extremist ideologies and the correct use of
technology. This can be achieved through educational
programs, cultural dialogue, and the promotion of shared
human values.



